







AURUNGZEBE’s 


OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 


Having in the preceding volume, as far as authorities could be 
obtained, brought the hiftory of Dekkan to .the decline of her two 
lafl; monarchies of Golc^da and Beejapore, in which the gradual 
encroachments of the Mogul or Dhely emperors are mentioned as 
far down as the clofe of the reign of Shaw Jehaun, ’we come next to 
the operations of Aumngzebe, his fon. He caufed v.heir final difib- 
lution ; but, "^y adding to the extent of his dominior.^^ in Dekkan, 
deflroyed a balance of power, the want of which enabled the Rates, 
who role on the'ruins of his conquells, in lels than a century to be 
the chief agents in^^idering the empire of Hindooftan, to the 
family of Timur, a mere nominal fovereignty. It will be recolledl- 
ed, that Aurung2ebe was governor of Dekkan, on the part of his 
father Shaw Jehaun; and that at the clofe of the laft volume he 
lUld^ufi; impofed fevere conditions on the fultan of Golconda, when 
lie i^as drawn from his r^perations, by the alarming Rate of affairs 
court of his father; 


At this period a new power, the celebrated Sewajee, founder 
of the Mharatta Rates, wes riling into notice j an account of whom 
begins the following |^es. 
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AURUNGZEBE’s. OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 

OF the origin of Sevvajee, the founder of tlib prefenl Mharatta i 
date in Dekkan, we have the following account. E.heem ^ing, or^ 
Scin, rana of Odipore, the firft in rank among “he H ndoo princes, 
had a fon named Bang Sing, by a “ concubine of a tribe very inferior 
to his own. On the death of his father, Baug Sing finding himfelf 
defpifedand neglected by liis relations, the S'/bdia Raajepootcs, wtio, 
frcim the low caft of his mother, regar^d him oniy as a bal'lard, 
and not of their tribe, became weary of the indignities fhewn him ; 
and moved from Odipore to IChandeflie, v/here he embraced the 
fervice of a zemindar, named Raja Ali Mohun. Hk abilities pro- 
„a*liim the confidence of his patron to fuch *a degree, that at his 
death he appointed him guardian to his fon i and Baug Sing executed 
the trull with honour. When the young raja became of age to 
take upon himfelf the condu 6 l of his affairs, Baug Sing, for what 
reafon does not appear, declined his fer' ’ce, and retired into Dek¬ 
kan, where he purchafed a tradl of land near the prefent Mharatta 
capital of Poon^, and fettled upon it as zemindar, in which fituatioii 
he died. / 


B.iug Sing had four fons, two of whom, Malojee and'Bumbojee, 

being of an enterprizing fpirit, entered into the lervice of Jadoo 

Roy, a Mharatta chief, and of dillinguilh ed rank at the court of 
_ ^ 

Bahadur Nizam Shaw. 


Malojee had two forivS, Sahjee, or Shawjee, and Shurfajee. 
* Bumbqjee havl lix fons, who entered, as foldiers of fortune, into 
the fcrvicc of a zemindar of Beejapore, 

‘ Malojee 

- ■ Saitl to be a carpenter’s daughter* This is overlo-^cd by the Bhofclah family, 
v-ho in their o\Nn annals are filled only a younger branch ot urel Baug Sing was 
called in Dekkan, Bhofelah, of which term are given two mierpretatxons. One is 
complimentary, as fignifying the terror of his encuiiesj the other opprobrious, of his 
moth^■r’^ low condiiion. 

From him the prefent raja of Nagpore Bcrar is defeended, and the head of the 
Bhofelah family at prefent, if the elder branch is extindf, as reported. 
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Malojee g^aduall^ acquired rank and influence with his patron, 
^from ^hom Be obtained a promife of his only daughter in marriage 
for his eldeftj^on Sahjee; but Jadoo Roy afterwards, from fome dif- 
gufl, j-efufing to fulfil his engagement, Malojee appealed for redrefs 
to Nizam Shaw, "/ho obliged the chief to confent to the nuptials, 
which were celebrated with great pomp: and thus die Bhofelah 
family becam§ incorpdr,9|ed with the Mharattas, and commonly 
efteemed as fuch in flindooftan. 

M 

A connli^lion thus introduced upon him by force, could not be 
pleafing to Jadoo Roy, who from the moment of its confummation 
accordingly became jealous of his fon in law; and on the deVh of 
his father Malojee, Sahjee, by his abilities having acquired the 
favour of the queen mother, regent to her fon a minor, was regarded 
only as a dangerous rival by his wife’s father. An open rupture 
enfued, and Jadoo Roy, by the aflillance of die imperial troops then 
meditating conquefts in Dekkan, obliged Sahjee to quit the kingdom, 
though at the expenfe of its welfare, by introducing the enemy of his 
fovereign. 

« 

Sahjee with his followers, thus driven from Ahmednuggur, now 
entered into the*fervice of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, king of Beejapore, 
who gave him a ja^h^re in the Carnatic, with a command of ten 
thoufand horfe. Soon after this, his fon Sewajee, afterwards fo 
celebrated in Dekkan, was born, from the daughter of Jadoo Roy 
Mharatta; by whom Sahjee had already one fon, named Sambojee, 
who was in early youth killed in action againft a refra£lory zemindar 
of Beejapore. ' 

Sahjee having diCtgreed with his wife, on account of his hatred 
to her fethcr, ‘ rciofved on reparation; and, accordingly, lent iicr, 
with the infant Sewajee, to whom he Ihewed no affedion, to refide 
at Poonah, of which, add the vicinity, he liad obtained a grant, 

under 
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under the charge of one of his officers, nathed Dadajee Punt, to 
whom he allb committed the management of thfe zemindaree. / 

Sahjec now married a fecond wife, alfo a (AJharatta, by whom 
he liad a fon named Angojee, or Ekojee, to whgm he transferred dl 
his fondnefsfrom his former connection. Continuing to'rife in huns urs 
and confcqucnce, under the patronage of Afbrar Jugdeo, dewan to 
the fultan, lie became one of the principal chiefs of Bcejapore ; and 
though on the death of the king his patron was put to death b\ cht 
queen*regent, Sahjee fuffered no injury in his fortunes, ‘ 


# 

—^-^njuppa Naik, poligar ofMudkul, being at enmity with Pno. hi. 
Ragoo, zemindar of Tanjore, invited Sahjec to his affiftaiu.x , * 
in conjunction they defeated the raja, who was flain m the ac'tu n. 
and pofTefled themfelves of the capital and all his dominions. Ti n- 
allies quarrelling on' the divifion of the plunder and the fum to bc 
paid to Sahjee for his ferviccs, he attacked Junjuppa, flew him in 
battle, and thug obtained an eafy conqueft of the zemindarees of 
Tanjore and Mudkul, in which he obtained confirmation from the 
regency of Beejapore, and fettled tliem on his fon likojee, whofc 
poflerity /till hold them under the navob of Arcot, or rather, the 
Britifli government. 

<% 

Sewajee, though neglefted by his fatlier, was properly educated. 
by his guardian Dadajee j and at the age of feventeen excelled in 
every accomplifhment. Military fame was his firft paffion ; and the 
government of Beejapore being now weakened by inteii. iC -vifions 
and the encroachments of the Moguls, he had foon an opporturdy 
of fignalizing himfelf among other rebelX^ Contrary to tlie rcn;.-n- 
flrances of Dadajee, he raifed a banditti, plundered the neig!.- 
bouring diftriCls j which conduCt in his chargt* fo atfoCted the old 
man, that he poifoned himfelf from vexation, and to avoid the im¬ 
putation of affifting in his defigns. Sewajee now took pofleffion of 

the 
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the jaghire, raifed-mp^e troops, fuocefsfuljy levied contributions on 
/evcral zemindjft, aOd much extended the Jimits of his territories, 
oahjee, either from inability, or contented with his rich zemindarec 
of Tanjore, connived at his fixeefles,* and made over to him the 

revenues of Poonah. p 

• ♦ 

f 

At,|]hs crifis Aurung^ebe, governor of the imperial territories in 
Dekkan.^was meditating thft'overthrow of his brother Dara Shekkoh* 
\A'ho wMs the favourite of their father, the emperor Shaw Jehaiin, 
Hiw , laiigerous ftat^of health. For this purpofe he was pre¬ 
paring an army'Jo march to Agra; and, obferving die enterprizing 
genius of Sewajee, feht him an invitation to his fervif-c. Sewajee 
prerendiiu^ be flruck with horror, (for his own condudt proves its 
Jufiocniv ; the rebellion of a fon againft a father, received thfe 
prince’s mclfcnger with indignity, drove him from his prefence, and 
ordered the letter he had brought to be tied to the tail of a dog. 
Aurungzebe for the prefent flifled his refentment? but never could 
forgive Sewajee’s infolence ; and hence may be dated his tedious 
war in Dekkan, and finally the ruin of the Mogul empire by the 
Mharattas. 


Aurungzebe, on his moving from Dekkan, committed the A. H. 1066. 
government of it to hi,;^ fecond fon, fultan Mahummud Mauzim, A. 0.1O55, 
under the tutelage of aiTexperienced general, with orders to aft only 
on the defenfive till he fliould have decided his pretenfions to the 
imperial throne. 


Aurungzebe having left Dekkan, Sewajee refolved to turn the 
•.o;H.! ivitv of the imperial tj^jops, and the weaknefs of the Golconda 
,0 fj deejapore princes, j&.'thc utmoft advantage. He took the ftrong 
iortrefs of Rairge,*or Raujeghur, which he fixed upon as the feat of 
iii' government; and fucceflively captured Porundeh, Jagneh, and 
Oil - places, with confiderable diftrifts dependant on*Beejapore. 


The 
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The regency of Beejapore, being alarmed^at his encroachments, 
fent him threats mingled^ with offers of pardon; ljut he regarded nei¬ 
ther, and continued his rebellion. Having by treacherv put to death/ 
the zemindar of Jaowlee, he poffeffed himfelf of an immenfe trcafure 
and that diftridl. He next plundered the rich sRanufaduring city of 
Kallean took Madury and Purdhaunghur j at which lail he found a 
valuable burled treafure. Rajapore near Bombay, Sungarpore, and 
an ifland belonging to the Portuguefe, nex'-'lell into his hand^:* 

• 

Tlje Beejapore government having in vain defired Sahjee, (who 
difclaimed all connexion with him, and pretended that he had dif- 
carded him as a relation,) to reprefs the exceffes of his fon, at length 
fent againft him a confiderable army, under a general named Ab- 
dUolla Khan. 

Sewajee with artful policy now wrote to the general, imploring 
pardon for his crimes, and inviting him to come and receive his fub- 
mifllon. Abdoolla advanced without oppolition near the refidence of 
. the rebel, and it was agreed that he Ihould repair to a tent, with ten 
followers, where Sewajee would meet him with only five attendants. 
They met accordingly, when the treacherous zemindar llabbed Ab¬ 
doolla in embracing him. Upon a fignal given, the Mharattas, rulh- 
ing from an ambufcade, attacked the unfufpefting army of Beejapore, 
which, deprived of their chief, was quLidy defeated. Sewajee 
plundered their rich camp, and by this' vidtory became mafler of all 
Kokun, the zemindars of which flocked to acknowledge his authority, 
to fave their poffeflions. The ffrong fortrefs of Sittarra and other 

places alfo opened their gates to receive him, 

‘ '* 

A new army was fent from Beejapore' mder Afzul Khan, Ion of 
the murdered general, but without fuccefs j^’Sew|jee, even without 
hazarding an engagement, obliging them to retreat by cutting off 
their fupplies; and after this the Beejapore government, divided 

internally 
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internally, and apprehending attacks &om«the armies of Aurungzebe, 

\ who had nowo^Jtaifted poffeflion of the throne, made no effort againft 
him. Inkthe^'ourfe only of three years, Sewajee became a power¬ 
ful prince, his authority being acknowledged over almoft the whole 
coaft of Malabar. , ( , 

* 

relate here the\^ggles for the throne between Aurungzebe 
and his\ unfortunate brothers, Dara Shekkoh, fultan Shujah, and 
Moraud Buklh, with the depotal of their father, the emperor Shaw 
Jehaun, would interrupt too much the objedt of this work, the 
Hi STORY of'.Dekkan, Of thefe events, by fuch as wifli to 
perufe them,* “ an excellent account may be feen in the Travels of 
Bernier, publifhed in Lord Oxford’s ColledtLon of Voyages. It 
agrees with the native hiftories of Hindooftan in every fadt, and 
abounds with juft obfervations of his own. Bernier refided with 
Danuftimund Khan, a nobleman of high rank ,and office, in the fer- 
vice of Aurungzebe, during the events he relates. Suffice it to fay 
here, that Aurungzebe afeended the throne by the title of Auluin- 
geer, in the year io6S of the Mahummedan aera. From this period, A. D. 1657 
the memorable events of his whole reign are noticed, but tlie affairs 
of Dekkan more particularly detailed in the following work. 

Of the proceedings ^f the imperialifts in Dekkan, during thefe A . Hi 1069 
events, no notice is t^en in the hiftory of Aulumgeer. It is proba- A. D. 1658 
ble, they adted merely on the defenfive. Sultan Mahummud Mau- 
zim was this year recalled by his fother, and the ameer al amra, 

Shaifteh Khan, appointed foubahdar of Dekkfui, witli orders to flop 
the progrefe of Sewajee. 

-f 

The ameer al amr?*,' after fome ftay at Aurungabad, marched to A. tJ. 1070, 
.reduce Jagne^j, a ftrong fortrefs in pofleflion of Sewajee; which he A. D. 1659, 
took, and proceeded to Poonah, where he fixed ^lis refidence; while 
VoL. n. - C . his 

• There is one ulfo In the third volume of Dow's hiflory of riindooAan^ nearly the 
fiune as Bernier’s. 
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his troops under Naumdstur Khan laid waftfe the country of, the 
rebel, who, though unequal to cope with the • impefialifts in’the 
field, liaralfed them frequently by night attacks ai^i emitting off^ 
their fupplies j fo that their*conqueA of fevegil forts was but of 
little ufe to the progrefs of their arqjs. • 

i 

A. H. J072. Sewajee ftill continued to refift in Dekk^, and this yeai^gnal- 
A. D. i 64 i. j2ed himl'elf by a remarkable exploit at Pdonah, where the ^leer al 
athra yet refided. Having by his fpies learned that the navob and 
his troQps were lulled into carelefs fecurityji he one night, with a 
feleft bajid of tried followers, after a forced march, bf forty miles, 
entered the city, and palling without alarm to tlie palafe, mined his 
paffage into the women’s apartments, with fifteen of his companions. 
Tlie ameer al amra, awakened by the noife, ftarted up, and received 
two wounds as he ran to call for help into an outer room j but his 
fon Abou Futteh was llain, and fome female fervants with him, be¬ 
fore he could procure affiftance. At length, the guards arriving, 
Sewajee made his efcape by the way he had entered, without loling 
■ a man. The ameer al amra attributing this furprize to the con¬ 
nivance of Jeflwunt Sing, his fecond in command, was fearful of 
remaining longer at Poonah, and retired to Aurungabadj from 
tvhcnce he was recalled foon after to court, and the prince Mahum- 
mud Mauzixii again fent to the government of Dekkan, which he 
held for two years. During thefe, no metnofable event occurs in 
hiftoiy, and at the end of this period the prince was ordered to court. 

I 

A. H. 1075. Mirza Raja Jeyling, who was fent governor of Dekkan on the 
A. I). 1664. recall of the prince Mahummud Mauzim, immediately began opera¬ 
tions againft Sewajee, who had extended^ his ufurpations over great 
part of the Beejapore territories on the co^^f Malabar, and carried 
iiis predatory incurlions as far as Surat, whiM he plundered of im- 

. menfe wealth, it being then the richeft feaport of the empire. 

4 


Mirza 
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MIrza Raja, withi his fecond in command, Dilleer Khan, after 
having fuccefefully ’rcpulfed the armies of €ewajee, and laid waftc 
his countty, fat down before^ Poonadher, a ftrong fortrefs, which 
the Mharatta, regarding as impregnable, had chofen for the afylutn 
of the wtJmen and jti^afures of himfelf and all his principal followers. 
The imperialifts, by a refolute aflault, having made themfelves 
mafte,'^ of a redoubt, fitted on an eminence which commanded the 
fort, SeWajee was reduced to the laft extremity. In this exigence, 
he took the relblution of throwing himfelf on the mercy of Ris 
enemy. To the furpriz'e of the befiegers, he, with a few attendants 
unarmed, ap^oe&red fuddenly at one of the outpofts, and demanded 
to be conduited to the general. The Mirza Raja lent his own fon, 
Keerut Sing, to accompany him to his prefence, with all the cufto- 
mary honours due to his rank. The whole camp prefled in crowds 
to fee this celebrated hero, and the Mirza Raja having come as far as 
the door of his tent to meet him, after embracing, enquired the 
occafion of his thus putting himfelf into his power. 

» 

Sewajee replied, that war was attended with the ruin of thoufands, ‘ 
and crimes thus accumulated on both parties ; that he was at length 
fenflble how heinous it was in him, the meaneft of Haves, to rebel 
againfl: the orders of the king of kings, and that he now faw his own 
interefl:, and that of huT family and country, to be in fubmiffion and 
obedience to the emperor. That, regarding the Mirza Raja as his 
father, he had thus of his own accord fled to his prefence, that he 
might, through his paternal mediation and intercefllon, obtain for- 
givenefs and pardon for the crimes he had been guilty of, and 
procure from His ifiajefty fome honourable command, as that againft 
Candahar, or any other ^iqually important; that in cafe the Maha¬ 
raja would lay the hand of paternal protedlioif on his head, he would 
immediately make an offering of twenty four of his forts, with the 
countries dependant. 

C 2 
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The Maharaja, looking on this occurrence as a gift of the divine 
blefling, inftantly exchanged with him the add^tion*of father and 
fon, ordered the march of vidtory to be beat, and infqrmi»’g DUleer 
Khan of Sewajec’s fubmiffion, dcfired him to ceyfe hoftilities. The 
Khan was at firft offendcdthat any capitulation hScf been made without 
his confultation, and fent for anfwer, that as Kiuflulmauns had been 
killed during the liege, and a breach was^d^dled, allb a dil^jfition 
made for the aflault, he would not content to a jjeace untilrthe fort 
lliould be taken. TJie Mirza Raja the next morning, in order to 
mollify the, Khan’s difpleafure, fent Sewajbe with his fon Keerut 
Sing to viht him > whi^ compliment had the defiroi effedl, and he 
withdrew his troops, from the batteries. Sewajee the lame day fur- 
rendered Poonadher to the imperial generals, and gave up the keys 
of twenty four other forts to the Mirza Raja, vvho appointed kella- 
daars to each, and-fent off a petition in favour of Sewajee to the 
i'ublime court. 

A 

Orders had before this been ilTued to the Mirza Raja, that he 
foould immediately upon the rcdudlion of Poonadher, polfefs himfelf 
of Beejapore. Sewajee alfo, after the imperial troops had taken 
poflellion of the places he had given up, and the difpatch of his 
petition to the prefence, reprefen ted to tlie raja, tjiat it was ufelels 
to remain inadlive with fuch a fine army- until the arrival of an 
anfwer, that, if he approved, he would join him to befiege Beeja¬ 
pore, the fall of which would be a proof of his good fervices in the 
eyes of liis majefty. The raja accordingly having, befides the 
cudoinary imperial donations, diftributed fi'om his own treafury a 
t orore of rupees among the amras and troops, be^n his march witli 
an army of fifty fix thouiand horfe anck-foot. Syed Elias, from 
Beejapore, advanced td meet him, with anVmy of eighty thoufand 
men, and a defperate engagement occurred; in which, the Beejapore 
general being killed by a mufquet bullet, by Soopkerrun Bondela, 
Ills army was defeated, and the imperial froops purfued the fugitives 

to 
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to wi^hm fire eofs of Ihe city s but- ibon ‘«fter this a great fcarcity 
of provifions prevaileSjJ in the camp^ as the enemy had laid wafte the 
country roflffld, • and k was impofllblc to carry fupplies for a con- 
ftancy for ib large ft>rce, fo that it became daily more difficult 
to remain dr adrance.C . 

V 

At this time alfo, amwers arrived from court, and his majelly’s 
orders weVe iflaed, that Sewajee ffiould receive a lack of rupees from 
the treafury of Diekkan, and proceed to the imperial'prefence. Fat- 
teh JiSng Khan,^wbo was efcorting treafure from Aurangabad to the 
Mirza Raja's, camp,, was attacked by a large body of the enemy 
between Porundeh and Sholapore. He made a gallant defence, but 
was flain in the ^ion, and the treafure and baggage fell into the 
enemy’s hands. The Mirza Raja havmg given allurances of pro- 
tedtion to the nobility of Beejapore, nsvany chiefs came over to him, 
whom he gratified with prefents and honours in’the emperor's name. 
Having given Sewajee permifiion to retire to regulate his country, 
previous to his going to the ptefence, and fent with him Kallean 
Sing, a commander of five hundred, the Mirza Raja retreated from 
Nagpana, and cantoned for the rainy feafon at the refervoir of 
Kikeroolla, twelve cofs from Porundeh. 

'I 

Sewajee having his countiy, began his journey to the 

'imperial court. When he arrived at Aurungabad, he was attended 
by five hundred noble horfe, elegantly caparifbned, and about the 
fame nuinber of feleft and well accoutred infantry. The whole city 
came out of curiofity to meet him. Suff Shekun Khan, an ameer 
of three thouland and deputy governor, regarding Sewajee only in 
the light of a Mharatta 'zemindar, fat hfanfelf, with the publick 
officers in full amenably, thinking that he would pay him the firfl 
vifit,. and' only*lertt his nephey? to miect him without the city, and 
con(ki€t him m'his palace. ^ But this affronted Sewajee, who turned 
trff dirc<£tly to the Mirza Raja’s palace i and upon being told that 

the 
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the governor expefted him in full alTembly, iafked angrily. Who is 
SufF Shekun Khan ? what office does he hold hele ? and why has he 
not come out to meet me ? Then, having difmiil'ed the n«phew and 
his train, he alighted at the palace. In the evening, Suff Shekun 
Khan and the publick officers came, in ftate)tp vifit him, and he 
received them at tlie foot of the carpets, and .entered familiarly into 
converfation. The next day Sewajee r^rned the vifiyi* The 
deputy governor and other officers each entertained him, according 
t5 their ability. He ftayed at Aurangabad till he had received the 
bounty ordered from the treafury, and then‘proceeded on his journey 
to court, where he airivcd in fafety, ^ ^ 

Sewajee, vvhen introduced to the imperial prefence, did not meet 
with the honours he expected. Being placed among the amras of 
five thoufand, he afked, to what rank the ftation was affigned ? and 
being told, it was 'that allotted to the raja Ram Sing Sefodiah, 
wept, and fainted away. Orders were given to carry him into the 
court of the* bathing apartments, where they fanned and fprinkled 
him with rofe-water. Apparently, he was overcome by the fplendour 
and magnificence of the imperial court ; but none were acquainted 
with his real diforder. When he came to himfelf he begged to be 
carried to the place appointed for his refidence j, where being ar¬ 
rived, he began to talk in a frantic manner, and pretended mad- 
nefs, often crying out, ** Now fuch a criminal as I am have put. 
** myfelf into the talons of the eagle, why does he not quickly put 
“ me to death ?” 

Thefe mad effufions were related to his m^elfy, who ordered 
that Ram Sing, fon to the Mirza Raja, ihould take care of him. 
Shortly after this, agreeably to Sewajee’s oWh requefl, it was repre- 
fented to the emperor, that as he now had come to*the prefence, he 
defired that his attendants, who were ufed to Dekkan, and did not 
chufe to live out' of it, might have leave to return to their homes. 

His 



AURUNGZEBE'«,OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 

His majefty regarded ^his requeA as hlgh^^ favourable to keeping 
him at court wi^oat trouble, and permitted all his followers, except 
his fon Sambah and a few of the principal perlbns, to return to 
Dekkan. , , ' 

k . 

had made it a cuftom, every Thurfday to 
, who crouded in great numbers to his gate 
on this o*;cafion, geeat quantities of paftry, and fweetmeats, which 
were brought in large baskets, each of which required three or four 
men to bear it j and thefe, when emptied, were carried out again to 
the confedlioneris. Ram Sing had requelled that his people might 
be recalled; and the guards of Folaud Khan, the city eutwal, were 
then ordered to keep the watch over him. Sewajee by his generofity 
fo gained upon his keepers, that they were contented with feeirtg 
him every morning and evening; after the laft of which vilits, he 
conftantly retired to lleep, on pretence of illnefs.o When every thing 
was ripe for. his intended plan, Sewajee, one. Thuriday evening, 
having acquainted his confidants of his dehgn, ordered a (lave to 
take his place on the bed, and leaving the cullomary attendants, in 
the room, emptied the fweetmeats, and putting his fon into one of 
the balkets, • laid himfelf in another, in which they were carried out 
of the houfe. When he had got clear of the city, he mounted his 
fon .upon a lorry horle, and led the bridle himlelf on foot on the 
Mutterah road. True it is, that “ the wife man does that without 
“ noife, which a vaft army cannot effeft.” In the morning, the 
guards not feeing him prefent himfelf as was cullomary, were alarmed, 
and^ave intelUgence to Folaud Khan, who entering the bedchamber, 
awaked the Have Vho occupied the place of Sewajee. He faid, 
that he had. been ordered to lie on his bed, which he had done lince 
evening#, but could give no farther account. The eutwal carried the 
Have and feverol‘other perfons bound to his majefty j who ordered a 
ftridl learch to be made, and psoclamations to be iftiied in every 
diftri^ of the empire, delcribing Sewajee, and ordering him to be 

feized. 
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Seized, but all in vain.. Terbeut Roy, thi fuperintendant of the 
fpies, was dilgraced few not having given infonnatibn of the Arata- 
gem } and Ram Sing, who had requefted the recall of#-his people 
from the guard over Sewajee, was Yufpedted ^of a connivance, and 
baniQied the court. The Mirza Rajs^ was ordered to leave Dekkan, 
as foon as relieved by the prince Mahunvuiud Mauzim and,the 
Maharaja JelTwunt Sing. ^ y 


*. Sewajee having arrived at Mutterah, ihaved his beard, mufta- 
chios» and long tide locks, to difguile himfelf. Committing his fon 
to the charge of a. bramin, who lay under many obligations to him, 
witli a pl'omife of great rewards if he ihould conduit, him in fafety 
to Dekkan. He for the prelent gave him fome jewels and gold 
ihhors for his expenfes. He, then travelled as a pilgrim from Mut- 
terah, by the route of Aleabad and Benaras to Geiar j from whence, 
after meeting two officers whom he had lent on before, he travelled, 
accompanied by fhem, to Cuttac. Here, being much fatigued, he 
ventured to buy a forty horfe j but, not having lilver ready to pay 
for it, unguarded^ opened a purfe of gold. The news of his 
cfcape having reached this city, the owner of the korfe, who was 
fufpicious at feeing a perfon in the drefs of a beggar with fo much 
money, faid, “ Surely you muft be Sewajee in difguife, as you offer 
** fuch a fum for a forty horfe.” Sewajeomade no reply, but gave 
him the purfe, and departed with all polllble fpeed to Jaggernaut; 
from whence, after performing the cuftomary worlhip, he travelled 
tlirough Hyderabad to his own country. The bramin of Mutterah, 
putting a girl’s drefs on Sewajee's Ion, then a boy with long fine 
hair, and taking his wife in company, called hlhi his daughter, and 
brought him in fafety into Dekkan to bis frtber; who rewarded 
him lb gencroully, that, he was ever after, independant of the world. 

... ...... *- #* 

The Mirzn Raja having fimtndDiUeer Khan to coUe^ft the tributes 
of the zemindars of Chandna and Deogur, retired to pafs the rains 

at 
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at Aufungabad, until tke arri^ of the prilice to relieve him in the 
government j and about this time the emperor difapproved of feveral 
promotioHi he had made of the Dekkan amras, who had come 
over to the imperiaj fervice' by' his invitation frcsn Beejapore, the 
efcape of 3 ewajee hj^ing rendered his loyalty fufpefted by Aurung- 
zebe. \ 



The prince Mahummud Mauzkn and Maharaja JeflWunt Sing A. H. 1077. 
advancing near, the publick officers of Dekkan went to meet the A. D. 1666. 
prince as far as the paTs of Ferdaporc, and tlw Mkza Raja to 
BuUumreh, whca-e he was honoured with an audience. On their ^ 

arrival at Aurungabad, fome days pafled in entertainments; when 
the Mirza Rsya* having taken leave, departed for court, but died 
on the road, Icon after his arrival at Boorahanpore, and left a worfd 
in forrow for his lois. There never was a prince among the Raajc- 
pootes equal to him in accompliihments. In pleafing manners, he 
was unpandleled; in valour, iecond to no one j and iua generoftty 
reminded men of * Hatim Tai. He was completely .learned in Hin- 
dooeh, and underftood the Tufkilh, jPerlic, and Arabic languages. 

He will newer wholly die, who leaves behind hkn a good name.” 

When the raja was declared pall recovery, Decraaje, hismoonlhee 
and manager of affairs, apprehending his deftruaion from the Raajc- 
pootes, to fave himlelf from their jeaJouly took refuge with Daood 
.Khan Koreilhee, Ibubahdar of Boorahanpore, and became a mufful- 
maun. On this account the Raajepootes were ftrongly fulpicious 
that he had poifoned the raja, and his fon Keerut Sing wiihed 
much to Ibrce him from Daood Khan to put him to a dilgraceful 
death j but not finding an opportunity, afrer the funeral rites of 
his fatfacTj continued lus journey to court. 


The empetor-recalling Ram Sing, eldcll fon of the Mirza Raja, 
who had been, ibrbidden the court fince Sewajae’s efcape, dilhn- 
VoL. H, • . D guilhed 
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guifhed him by the titld" of raja, and put kim in poffeflion of his 
father’s territories. * ' * • 

■ #“ 

Sewajee, immediately upon his arrival in Kokun, aflumed royal 
titles and ftruck coins, detached diffecent bodiljs to invade the royal 
territories, plundered the feaport of Surat, file pergunnah of Kar- 
inja, and took moft of the forts which he' had delivered up at his 
late fubmiflion. Some of the governors died in defence of their 
commands, and every day news was brought' to the prince of the 
lofs of one place or other. Sewajee attacking the fort of Maolee, 
which was much in want of fupplies, and every hope of afliftance to 
it cut off, was informed by the governor, Munnower Dafs, that he 
and his garrilbn were Raajepootes, who would facriiice their lives 
man by man, rather than give up the place. Sewajee was re- 
fblved to perfift ; and one night five hundred of his beft troops, well 
acquainted with the private paths, marched fuddenly to the fort, 
and fixed ladders to the walls, by which they afcended; but the 
garrilbn, who wjere upon the watch day and night, were ready to 
receive them, and put a great number to the fword; upon which 
the reft relinquiftied the attack. Sewajee, upon this " failure, raifed 
the fiege, and attacked Ouzbuk Khan, the tannadar of Kallean 
Beemrah, who, with many of his followers, after a gallant refin¬ 
ance, attained the honour of martyrdom, and the furvivors fled in 
a wretched condition to Aurungabad; but Munnower Dafs kept 
pofleflion of the fort, and fent exprefs accounts of the fituation of 
affairs to the prince. 

Daood Beg Khan Koreilhee was fent to his aififtance, with fiip- 
plies for the garrifons; and after relieving Munnower Dais, and 
throwing in feme fmall quanties of provifions to difiopcnt forts, 
retreated. Sewajee again attacked Maolee, and ‘carried it by an 
aflaiilt, in which the new governor, Aliverdi Khan, was ilain. Soon 
after this, he pofl'cfled himfelf of all the newly ceded garriibns, as 

alfo 
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alfo of the fort of Aopnt, which, had loag been in the imperial 
pofleffion. Dilleer* Khan, having coUedled a confiderable tribute 
from Cfelindna and Deogur, was ordered to carry the treafure to 
Aurangabad, where^ he had the hopfiur of an audience from the 
prince. As Raow^ Kerrun,. the z^indar of Bikkaneer, an ameer 
of .two thouiand, an fome time kelladaar of Dowlutabad, had 
lately been very negleOTul in the imperial affairs, and hk ill conduA 
had reached the ^ars of his maje^, his fon, who had quarrelled 
with his father, thought this a proper time for revenge, and ob¬ 
tained the grant of the zemindaree of Bikkaneer for himfelf. Raow 
Kerrun upon this, grew daily more and more negledtful; and being 
at this period detacRed with Dilleer Khan, not only refufed to obey 
his orders, but as his revenue was flopped, he, for want of money, 
made a prai^ice of robbing in the camp with his Raajepootes»at 
night, and had the audacity to plunder fome villages on the march. 
Dilleer Khan having proofs of this, and dreacjing that, if his info- 
lence was unnoticed, he might proceed to exoeffes which would 
alfo endanger his fame, wrote complaining letters of him to court j 
which were anfwered by orders to put him to death, or confine 
him, if he h^boured farther evil intentions. The vaqueel of Raow 
Bhaow Sing Arrah, having obtained intelligence of. this order at 
court, wrote it imnaediately to his mafler at the camp of Dilleer 
Khan. 


*9 


. The morning after the receipt of the order, Dilleer Khan, under 
pretence of going to hunt, paffed near the tents of Raow Kerrun, 
to whom he fent word that much game was furrounded in the toils, 
and invited him t<r come and fhare in the amufement. The Raow, 
equally carelefs of every thing, and unmindful of. tlie deceit in¬ 
tended, quickly mounted his elephant, and came out attended by a 
few RaajepoQtes»to the Khan j when luckily for him, Raow Bliaow 
Sing, who had heard of his going, rode up quickly with his fol¬ 
lowers, and, by drawing his friend from among the Khan's troops, 

D 2 faved 
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. &red his life. Dilleer 'i^an was defeated in his defign, and.rode 
on towards Aurangabad, where the two raov^s aUb arrived fomc 
hours after him. * 

t 

The manners of Dilleer Khan not. being al.xeeable to'the prince 

or Maharaja Jeflwunt Sing, they detached hen for the punifhnlent 

of the enemy towards Zuffirabad Bieder, alhd the raows, agreeably 

to the prince’s orders, remained at Aurungabad. • 

1 

FI. 1078. Se,wajee now entertaining defigns of fulxiuing the countries de- 
D. 1667. peiMiant on Beejapore, and wanting to fupplv hit garrifons with 
provifions, which he could not ealily do while invaded, wrote to 
the Maharaja, that had not the emperor flighted his fervices, he 
lUid intended to ofler them againft Candahar j that he had made his 
cfcapc only tlirough fear of his life, but now, (his patron, the 
Miria Raja, being dead) if, by his interceffion, Jeflwunt Sing 
could procure a -pardon for his late offences, he would fend his fon 
Suntah to the prince, that he might be promoted to a munfub, and 
ferve wherever tlierc was occafion. He wrote alfo in this humble 
manner to the prince j who, as well as the Maharajah, applied to 
court in his favour, and their requefts met with the* royal com¬ 
pliance. 

Sewajee upon this, difpatched his fon Suntah to Aurungabad, 
under the care of Pertaub Sing, a piincipaf chief, efcorted by a 
thouflind horfe; and, after an audience of the prince, he was 
honoured by the munfub of five thoufand, a prefent of an elephant, 
and arms fet with jewels, as alfo a jaghire in the' province of fierar, 
to which he detached one half of his force, and kept the other 
attendant on his perfon. After fbme time, Sewajee recjoeflsd that 
his fon might be fent home, as he was then a chUd, promifing that 
he fhould be difpatched to court, when of age to adl in the royal 
fcrvice. This was comjflied with, and a party of the Maharaja’s 

troops 
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tfoop^ efcorted him to Ms while PR-faub Sing remained at 

the prin^^ court. Stifieh Khsan Bukhlhi of Dekkan laid before his 
majefty a nil of the munfubdaurs created by the ameer al amra, the 
Maharajah^ and the l^Iirza Raja Jey Sing. Many were difplaced, but 
fome deigiwd to acce# of inferior ranks, and others wereteftored at 
theVequeft of the prl^. The reft went over to the fervicc of 
Sewajee, who gladly rereived them. 

When intelligence of this defertion reached Aurungzebe, and ft 
appeared that Sufteh Kh^n had much opprefled the munfubdaurs of 
Dekkan, amc^g* whom were fome old fervants of the tfarcme, he 
was much difpleafi^, and this nobleman was ordered to the prefence.’ 
He had alfo confifcated the receipts of fome parts of Suntah’s jag- 
hire, as a payment of the lack of rupees Sewajee had received fre^ 
the treafury on his going to court. This circunnftance being made 
known to Sewajee, who had now conquered much of the Beeja- 
pore country, and amply fupplied all his forts tvith provifions, he 
recalled Pertaub Sing from Aurangabad, who left,, it immediately, 
and the other part of his force in the-jaghires plundered die diftridbs, 
and went off in fpite of a fwce which was font in porfuft^ but could 
not overtake them. 

ff 

0 

Sewajee, during this truce, puniihed a whole tribe with death, 

< who had rebelled againft his hither Sahjee in Mudkul, and de¬ 
livered him up to the nefentment of the' Beejapore government, 
by which he Was condemned to be buried alive for withholding the 
revenues of Tanjore,’ but laved at the interceffion of. Rundowlah 
Khan, the mmifter Ali Adil Shaw. Sahjee, penetrated with 
gratitude for this- fervioe, being let at liberty and reinftated in his 
empl03^cnis«-vidted his ion. Sewajee, notwithftanding his remon- 
ftranceS, ran •leil 'miles on foot by the fide of his palanquin; and 
on his idighting at his palace feated him on the mufnud; while he 
hkidi^ took his flippers, and flood among the menial attenefants. 

Sahjee 
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Sahjee fpent two widi his ion and hri): wi&, in i^utual 

interchanges of afFeClion. Sewajee on this dtcailon obtained the 
deferved applaufe of all mankind, for his conduA to a ptrent, who 
had hitherto, from his birth * jpaewn Tbim no marks of affedtion, but 
rather treated him as an alien of iamiW. Sahjee*, afrer this 
viht, joined his patron Rundowlah Khan, reducuig the refrac¬ 
tory zemindar of Sonedeh Bidenore ; at w£uch place he died, by a 
frill frdim his horie in hunting. A iplendid ms^ufoleum was eredted 
to his memoiy. 

1 

Sewajee obliged the fultan of Beejapore to pay him a tribute 
of three, and the king of Golconda the fum o/ four, lacks of pago¬ 
das. He had now formed a confrderable fleet, with which he 
iiifrfred the coafrs, and blocked up Dunda Rajapore, held by the 
S^dees, who adted as admirals of the few (hips of Aurungzebe, to 
protedl the trade of. Surat and the coails, for which they enjoyed 
large penfrons. / . 

About ■ this time a Avourite eunuch belonging to Ali Adil Shaw 
of Beejapdbe, being difgufted at his fovereign, came over to the 
prince at Aurangabad. Adil Shaw wrote repeated requefrs that he 
(hould be (ent back, agreeing, in cafe of compliance, to give up 
the fort of Sholapore, and make a valuable offering. The prince 
fending intelligence of this to court, his majelty ordered that Geaus 
ad. Dien Khan (hould go to Beejapore, to determine and colledl the 
ofiering, and Eeruch Khan be appointed to the government of Sho¬ 
lapore, after which the eunuch (hould be fent back. This was 
accordingly done. This year the prince's mother came to Dekkan 
on a vifit to 'her fon, by the emperor’s orders, to adviie him to 
continue firm in his allegiance; fome fuipicions having ariien that 
he meditated independance. ^ • 
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Dillecr Khan, who had marched agau^ the Mharattas, pur- A. H. 107c 
rued thm as.far as Batterme, when an order of recall arrived, A.D. i665 
commanohjg him to repair to Aurangabad j but-on account of his 
difagreement with the Maharaja, he wis apprehenfive for his fafety, 
ind delayed. This^^eing rej>refented in a heinous light, he was 
iccufed of rebellion tc^e emperor, who difpatched Iftikhar Khan, 
by poft ftages, to cnq^e into the caufe of his not vifiting the 
prince; and if, on examination, it ihould appear to be rebellion, to 
bring him by force, and aft as circumfoaijces might require, even to 
the putting him to deafo, if judged nece/laiy. Multuffut Khan, 
brother to IftikTaar Khan, incited by friendthip to Dilleer Khan, 
wrote him advice to 1)e wary how he (hould vifit the prince; which 
encreafed the apprehenfions he had before entertained of treachery. 

•» 

' Iftikhar Khan being arrived at Aurungabad, wrote to Dilleer 
Khan, that his rcfufal to vifit the prince having been reprefented to 
the emperor, he was difpatched exprels to enquire*the caufe; there¬ 
fore, it would be proper that he fhould march nearer to the city, 
in order to give him an opportunity of lamination. Dilleer Khan , 
having encamped within three cofs of Aurungabad, was vifited by 
Iftikhar Khan, who gave him much encouragement and afluranccs 
of fafety. Dilleer Khan in reply told him he apprehended treacheiy; 
apon which the other took an oath that there was. none intended; 
when the Khan ftiowed him his brother’s letter, which being 
original, left him without (foubt of t^ Maharaja’s deceit. It,was 
now judged adviieabl^.that Dilleer, Khan, under pretence «f dlnefs, 

(hould continue his operation yyithout vifiting the prince. He ac¬ 
cordingly moved vrtthhis tipopss in fearch of the enemy, and Iftikhar 
fent the acctnmt of his brother’s information to court. The, prince 
Utd Malwaja now wrpte* that. Dilleer Khan had drawn his head 
from , the collar, of obedience n and extending the hand of rapine 
wherever he twnt, his Afghauns plundered the country. This news 
was put into all the papers of Dekkan; and Dilleer Khan, not 

thinking 
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thinking it fafe to rMSjiin, marched with intentions to proceed to 
court; upon which thp prince wrote again to Ae prefenc^ that he 
was going with evH defigns, and a hrmaun came, not to p^Wt him; 
when the prince began to lefy troops’to oppofe^his paiTage. 

The prince having collefted about lixty^umfend horle, in»the 
height of the rains marched from Aurun^bad to punifti Dilleer 
Klian } who, all his people included, had not njore than five thou- 
fnnd. The prince dfo induced Sewajee to join him by promifes of 
favour, and encamped about fifteen _cofs from Boofahanpore, and 
three from the ferry of Hanuck, over the river^Tap^ee, intending to 
crofr and proceed to the city of which Daooo iChan was fijubahdar. 

* 

• Orders were ient to procure boats for the pailage of the army, 
when Daood Khan reprefented, that Dilleer Khan was then fixty 
cofs diftant, and had not crofled the river; that to procure boats at 
fb fhort a warning' was impofiible, but that in the time which mull 
be expended, if the prince waited for them, he might effectually 
finifh the expedition. Tly prince replied, that he did not chufe 
to march fuch a difVance through bad roads; befides, if. Dilleer 
Khan fhould crofs • the river liefbre him, the troubU would be 
thrown away; he therefore thought it bell to proceed with the 
army to Boorahanpore, arid, by waiting there, to ^efieCluaJly block 
up the road. Daood Khan fufpeCting, from this determination, 
that a rebellion was on foot, and having inlmned Raow Bhaow 
Sing of Kis conjeiftures, agreed with him, that if die prince fhould 
attempt to crofs the river, they would oppofo him. The prince and 
Maharaja jeffwunt Sing perceiving Daood KhknValarms, attempted 
to lure him to an interview, with defign to make him a prifoher; 
but he, being experienced, did not throw himfelf into their fnares. 
Dilleer Khan reprefented to the prefcncc, that the prince and Mfidia- 
raja, entertaining rebellious defigns, had folfcly accufed him of dif- 
affeCtion, merely to have a pretence for levying troops; upon which 

the 
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the emperor ordereti Kokultafli Bahad'W- Khan,. foubahdar of 
Guz’arat, to pfocecd with Koottub ad Di^ Khan and the troops 
under Ifciim to Oogein, beyond which he (hould not allow the prince 
to pafs. A fecond order fooil after arrived for him to take Dilleer 
Khan with him \^en he returned to Guzarat. Mcer Houfleinee 
was fent from the* p^fence with two firmauns; the firft of which 
was dircdled to Dilleer I^han, ordering him to Bahadur Khan's camp; 
and the fecond to the prince and Maharaja, commanding them to 
return to Aurungahad. The imperial commands were immediat(;Iy 
obeyed, as the Maharaja, who had tempted the prince to difloyalty 
was afraid, and*,the prince did not chufe to aft with open dilfrefpeft 
to his fatlierf Sooif after this, Sewajee again plundered the town of 
Surat, and the prince lent orders to Daood Khan to intercept his 
retreat. • 




Daood Kdian, having paid his complimcpjs to the prince, de- A.H. xo8i 
parted in purfuit of Sewajee, and foon had intelligence, that after A. 0.1679 
plundering Surat, he had laid wafte the country in the vicinity of 
the fort of Aurung, named alfo Multeher, which he was watching . 
for an opportunity to furprize. Meflengers foon after this brought 
intelligence, that Sewajee, hearing of the approach of the royal 
army, had pafled by this fort, and was haftening to gain the pafs 
of Kunchenah Munchenah i upon which Daood Khan marched im¬ 
mediately for Chandour, which lay in that road, aad Bakee Khan, 
who had been obliged to retire into the fort from this town, on 
account of the preffure of the enemy, came to vifit him. About 
midnight the fpies brought word, that Sewajee had gone through 
the pals of Kuncl^enah Munchenah, from whence he had taken the 
road to Goolihunabad; leaving a force in the pafs to proteft thofe 
who had fallen in the , rear from fatigue and other caufes. It was 
full moon, and,Daood immediately marched in purfuit,* with fuch 
hafte, that *the little baggage he had fell behind ; and towards 
morning, it growing dark, part of the troops miftook the road, 
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and feparated from the- Akhlaaf^ Khan, who commanded the 
advanced guard, having; gained an eminence, at*day!ught decried a 
body of the Mharattas i upon which he ordered his peopl^ to pre¬ 
pare i but, before they were ftady, hd, from the rafhnefe of youth, 
with a fmall humber, charged the enemy, whf were not lefs than 
eleven thoufand horfe, but paid dear for hi^'impatiehce, and was 
feverely wounded. When Daood Khan came to the height, and 
beheld the imprudence of Akhlaafs Khan, he de^tached a reinforce¬ 
ment, and haftened to a ruined village, where leaving the elephant 
flags and drum bearers, who were tiredj under Ibrahim Khan 
Punnee, with inflrudions to keep with him the rear and baggage 
as they came up, he proceeded. The advanced troops foon en¬ 
gaged with the enemy, and at firft many of the imperial officers 
wore wounded j but at length, Roy Muckrind and Bhaun Peroheet 
drove them off with the cannon, and Daood Khan arriving, after 
taking up Akhlaafs fChan from the ground, purfued them, when a 
warm aftion enfued, in which many of the royal troops fell. The 
Mharattas, according to their cuflom, attacked on all quarters, but 
great numbers of them being killed by the cannon fhot, the reft fled 
in confulion. Daood Khan had not with him at this time more 
than a thoufand horfe j and though the enemy made a fecond 
attack towards nightfall, he conduced himfelf fo gallantly as again 
to defeat them 3 after which he ordered up the baggage, and took 
proper care of the wounded officers and men. The next day, he 
marched to Goolfhunabad, and lent the wounded on to Aurungabad. 
Certain news arriving of the Mharattas having retreated to Kokun, 
he halted about a montlij after which he moved the camp to 
Ahmednuggur, where he received letters ftom iiis fon Hummeed 
ad Dien Khan, his deputy in the government of Boorahanpore, 
that the Ml^rattas with a very large force meditated an attack upon 
the city, which he was preparing to defend, but ample and fpcedy 
affiftance was neceffary. Daood Khan moved inftmtlyi and on 
hearing tlut the. enemy had plundered ■ Bahadurpore, within two 

mile: 
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mileSi of the ci^y, redoubled his (peed; but on his arrival at Fer- 
dapore vntellig;fence was brought hint, that *they had retreated to¬ 
wards Buggellana, upon which he altered his route to purfue. Tlie 
enemy plundered th« town of Multeher, under the fort of Aurun- 
ghur, and then befil; 

Daood Klian arrived*at Multeher about eight o’clock at night> 
after a forced march, but the baggage did not come up, nor alfo 
a great number of the ^fepoys, until the next day. Here he left 
the baggage, and the next morning, before funrife, moved "to the 
relief of Salheer j but before he had advanced far, hearing that it 
had been taken, he returned, and halted fome days j after which, 
fecuring his baggage at the pafs of Kunchenah Munchenah, he pre¬ 
pared to follow the enemy with fpeed, who w'ere plundering on all 
quarters. Mcer Syed at the fort of Tippehghur in Berar, hearing 
of a body of the enemy colleded in the neighbourhood, marched 
upon them in the night, and put feven hundred to the fword. At 
tills time, the emperor being much difpleafed at* the ill condud 
of the Maharaja JefTwunt Sing, in exciting enmity between tlie 
prince and Dilleer Khan, recalled him from Dckkan, and ordered 
him to Guzarat, fending in his room Lolirafp Mahabut Khan, foa 
of the celebrated Mahabut Khan Jehaungeeree. This ameer, after 
the death of his late majelty, left off beating the nobut as ufual, 
'only at tw'elve o’clock at night and at daybreak he founded it a 
(hort time, merely out of cool refped to the reigning monarch ; but 
during the time of marching, when it was not cuftomary, from fet- 
ting out until his arrival at the ground, his elephant drums never 
ceafed, and at every two miles one loud beat of the nobut was 
founded. When he alighted, a general difeharge of the artillery 
was given. This difpleafing Aurtingzebe, he was recalled from the 
government. of Cabul to the prefence, and (liortly after ordered to 
command the army in Dgkkan. He had three thoufand houfe- 
hold troops, his own dependants. Daood Khan being appointed 


g^d Sultjmghur, commonly named Salheer. 
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his fecond, was dilgu/fciJ, and requeued to be recalled. Mahabutf 
after paying ids refpedts to the prince at Aurangabad, joked the 
army at Chandour, where was yilited by Daood Khan, who, 
though an ameer of five thoufand, was not treated by him with 
much attention; which encreafed that nobleman’s difgujft, and 
raifed it into enmity; but as the imperial a£airs were in queftfon, 
and dependant on their agreement, he diS not chufe to ihew it 
♦ 

It Was determined that, prior to engaging in other fervice, the 
fort of Aoont, which Sewajee had reduced,, ihoiild, be retaken. 
Accordingly, Mahabut Khan carried on his approaches on one fide, 
aqd Daood Khan on others, fo as to form a blockade. The bat¬ 
teries played for a whole month, when a breach being made on the 
fide of Mahabut Khan, the befieged, terrified at the dangers of a 
llorm, applied to^ Daood Khali, who let them pafs from the fort 
through his entrenchments, and fending his own men, took poflef- 
fion of the place. Mahabut Khan, as this was done without his 
knowledge, was much offended, and their mutual hatred grew to 
the greateft pitch. The fort being properly garrifoned, the army 
marclied to Ahmednuggur, and then cantoned for the "rainy fcafon 
in the pergunnah of Balneer; but Daood Khan,' agreeably to his 
petition, was recalled to the prefence. 

H. 1082. Mahabut Khan, during the months of the rains, Ipent his time 
0.1671. in a continual round of feflivity, giving no attention to publick 
aflairs or the punifliment of the enemy; and Ae army was cor¬ 
rupted by his luxury and indolent example. He had brought in his 
train to Dekkan, four hundred dancing girls, drolls, and mimics 
of Cabul and Lahore, who were‘daily rewarded by prefents and 
favours. It at laft reached the emperor’s ear, that M^abut Khar 
was in fecret combination with Sewajee, whom he did not pulh tc 
fuch extremities, nor punifh, as he had it in his power to do, 

Upon 
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Upon .this, he was recalled to court, and .•itokultaflx Khan ap¬ 
pointed %ji his ftcad,*who, with Dilleer Khaji Afghaun, Koottub 
ad Dien Khan, and others, coming from Guzarat, agreeably to the 
imperial orders, imn^diately befieged the fort of Sultanghur, de¬ 
taching for* this purpcsife Akhlaafs Khan Meana, Raow Amir Sing 
Chunderaowt, with th\ir own and other troops. Kokultafh Khan 
marched to within fix «ofs of Ahmednuggur to meet Mahabut 
Khan, who after t]ie interview departed for court. Intelligence 
now arrived, that the ‘ enemy had attacked Akhlaafs Khan, who*, 
with Mohukkum Sing, ‘fon of Raow Amir Sing Chunderaowt, 
being badly woended, were taken prifoners. The raow himfelfi 
with many ofhers, falling in the adtion, the royal forces were de¬ 
feated, and all the baggage fell into the hands of the vidtors. 
Bahadur Khan, upon tliis, marched day and night to overtake 
them, but upon his arrival at Noleher in Buggellana, learned that 
they had fafely retreated to Kokun with all their plunder. 

r. 

A body of Afghauns in the fervice of Dilleer Khan having 
committed great irregularities, and killed a traveller^ Bahadur Khan 
endeavoured to bring the murderers to punifhment, but they could 
not be apprehended, as they always fkreened each other; upon 
which Baliadur l^an, by way of example, to deter them for the 
future, drew out his artillery; but they, difregarding this, began 
.to throw rockets, when he ordered the cannon to fire, and abont fix 
hundred of the Afghauns were in an inftant laid dead on the plain. 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim was recalled from the govern¬ 
ment of Dekkan, and Bahadur Khan appointed to fucceed him. 
Namdaur Khan, the fon of Jaffier Khan, was entrufted with the 
care of the country of Buggellana. Jadoo Terrai Dekkannee and 
Seedee Hullall Khan were difpatched to protedt Goollhunabad and 
prevent the IVJhvattas from entering the country on that quarter. 
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The prince Mahat^imud Mauzim having {hewn great favour to, 
and having an affcdUonate regard for, Mohin Sihg, fon /;f Raow 
Kerrun, on this account he was much envied by the j5fincc’s fer- 
vants, who were daily fecldng for 'an opportunity to difgrace him. 
It happened that a tame deer, belonging to Iw^ummud: Shaw, the 
meer tozuk, efcaping from his keeper, for^iyed info Mohin Sing’s 
court, and was brought to him by his Icpvants. He, not knowing 
whofe it was, and feeing it a fine animal, ordered it to be kept. 
The next morning, when Mohin Sing was' fitting in the hall of 
audience with other attendants, before the prince's entrance, Ma- 
hummud Shaw came up to him, and began to cavil. Though 
Mohin Sing repeatedly aiTured him that he would return the deer 
as foon as he went home, this did not fatisfy him; and advancing 
to the feat, he exclaimed, ** Send for it here inflantly, or I will 
** not let you rife." Mohin Sing, upon this, being much en¬ 
raged, clapping his, hand to his fabre, got up quickly, and a ren¬ 
contre enfued, irr which they each received feveral wounds. At 
length, fome of the prince’s fervants rufhed together on Mohin 
Sing, who, being weak from lofs of blood, leaned againfl a pillar 
of the hall, when an armourbearer gave him another* wound on the 
head, and he fainted away on the ground j but his fervants now 
gathered round him, and prevented Jus receiving further hurt. 
Puddum Sing, his elder brother, who was fitting in another part 
of the hall, hearing of his being wounded, now ran up, and with 
one flrokc of his fabre finiflied Mahummud Shaw; upon which the 
prince’s fervants ran confufedly out of the balcony, and others threw 
themfelves headlong into the area. Puddum Sing flood over the 
body of Mahummud Shaw, refolvcd to kill any one who fhould 
attempt to take it away; when -a number of Raajepootes, belong¬ 
ing to him and his brother, entered the hall with a palanquin, into 
hich they put Mohin Sing, not yet dead, and wvre. advanced on 
the way out as far as the ftatlon of the rocket men, when the prince 
entered the hall,- but, feeing all in confhfion, iuftantly retired, and 

ordered 
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ordered Ilridt fearch to be made for the murderer of Mohin Sing, 
but his ^omeftierf concealed him. Puddum Sing, fufpedting that 
the prince might be difpfo^cd and order him to be apprehended, 
refolved to die in that cafe ori the fpbt, and therefore continued 
Handing, until raja Sing Scfodia, an ameer of five thoufand, 
came»and carried him id fafety to Mohin Sing’s houfe. 

Mohin Sing breatjied his laft on the road home, and his women 
burned themfelves alive with the corpfe. The prince was much., 
ailedted with grief j but, "though he made much enc^uiry, never 

could find out the murderer. 

Sewajee at this .time, haying made a peace with the kmg of 
Hyderabad, and received promifos and afluranccs to Ins perfedf. 
fatisfadlion, went to vifit him. Adna Pundit, the king’s minUler, 
though a man of great policy and cunning, and.a rival of Sewajee 
in intrigue, was deceived by his fuperior art. It was agreed that, 
joining forces, they fhould marcTi againft the Beejajwe fultan, and 
divide what country they might conquer between them, and after¬ 
wards expel the Moguls from Dekkan. Their firft operation was 
planned againft Tanjawer, a zemindaree belonging to Angojee, 

Sewajee's half brother, tributary to Beejapore. 

*. 

Sewajee accordingly, having received a great fum of money 
and large reinforcements of troops from Hyderabad, marched for 
Tanjawer, and wrote to Angojee to come and meet him. Angojee, 
not dreaming of his brother’s treachery, came fi-om Tanjawer to 
Jinjee, agreeably to* his requeft j and they had an mterview, at 
which Sewajee demanded the treafures which their father Sahjee, 
he faid, had left to him. Angojee, now feeing no way for efcape 
but by chicaM, humbly told his brother, that the fort o an- 
jawer, the country, and every thing he had, was at his 
which declaration fatisfied SeWajee, who fuppofed he.had hjs brother 
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in his power, and that he could get from him what he pleafed; but 
for once he was de»cived. Angojee having 'returned to^is tents, 
fled the fame night, with a few confidential fervants, for Tanjawer, 
where he arrived in twenty hours from Jinjee^ which is diftant one 
hundred and twenty miles from that forli>^ Sewajee upon this 
plundered his brother’s camp; and having gbtten pofleflion of Jinjee 
by treachery, as alfo of fome other forts belonging to Beejapore and 
Hyderabad, into which he put his own garrifoqs, retreated, and then 
• fent back the Hyderabad troops to their own country. Bahadur 
Khan hearing of the meeting between* Sewajee and the king of 
Hyderabad, marched into his territories j and huving' exadted the 
payment of a large fum of money as a fine, returned to Ahmed- 
nuggur; where he remained fome time, and then encamped for the 
‘rains at the great tank of Ferrah Baug. Akhlaafs Khan Meana, 
Mohukkum Sing,, and others who had been wounded and taken 
prifoners at Sultanghur, being now releafed, joined the camp at 
Ahmednuggur; * and having paid their refpedts to Bahadur Khan, 
were re-eftablifhed in their differeift ranks. Jadoo Terrai Dekkan- 
nee and Seedee Hullall, who had been fent for the protedlion ol 
Goolfhunabad, having been reprimanded harflily by Bahadur Khan 
on the Mharattas entering their neighbourhood, in refentment, 
deferted to Sewajee’s army. As the Mharattas had invaded tlie 
imperial territories, Bahadur Khan marched from Ahmednuggur, 
and, leaving moft of his baggage in the fort of Candahar, ad¬ 
vanced witli all fpeed in piirfuit of the enemy to the fort of Ram- 
geer, where he learned that they had left that place two days 
before, after plundering the town and carrying away fome of the 
wives of the inhabitants prifoners. The khan, arriving in the 
vicinity of Hyderabad, plundered and laid wafte fome places, at the 
infiigation of Dillecr Khan. Intelligence was brought, that the 
enemy, who had been at Ramgeer, were now. divided into two 
bodies, one of which had pafled on the borders of the Hyderabad 
territories into .their own country, and the other near Terk Chandeh 


were 
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were plundering the imperial pofieffions. Bahadur Khan difpatched 
DilleefyKhan, .Roottub ad Dien Khan, und fither chiefe, after the 
enemy, who had retreated homewards, and marched in purfuit of 
the other body himielf; fendifig Bakee Khan and Futtaeh Khan 
with the artillery an^ baggage to Aurungabad. He came up with 
and,engaged the enemy at a'pafs near the fort of Antour. Raja 
Shujaun Sing Bondela, aijd his brother Inder Mun, with the Mogul 
cavalry, formed the advanced guard'. The enemy flood firm for 
fomc time, till Soppkerrun Bondela oharged the grand body in conj 
jun(flion with the troops of Balohcramwlien, after a £hort llruggle, 
they fled, and thjp royal army purfuing them till night, took ’much 
fpoil and many horfe.?, which had been feized from merchants, to 
whom they were moilJy reftored. Bahadur JChan marched the 
next day through the pais of Antour, and the day after refolved tj> 
reach Aurungabad, which was fixteen cofs dillant. A few officers, 
who had rode on before, fell in with fome thoufands of the enemy, 
and defended themfelves on an eminence till the, army came up, 
when they fled, and Soopkerfun Bondela purftied them for fome 
cofs, and killed above four hundred, taking much r;plunder: -his fon 
Raow Dulput jvas wounded. The next day Bahadur Khan arrived 
with the arijiy at Aurungabad, and encamped fome time in the 
neighbourhood of that city. He conferred prefents of horfes and 
arms on his gallant offipers, and, in return for their fefvices, re¬ 
commended them to his majefty for promotion to higlier rank. He 
next marched from Aurungabad to Satterah Batterah, thirty cofs 
difiant, where he encamped, Dilleer Khan, with his detachment, 
had purfued the enemy as far as the fort of Merrooje in Beejapore, 
when he returned with much plunder taken from them. As the 
Mharattas had for the two lafl: ^ring harvefts made incurfions into 
Khandefloe through the hills of Ballaghaut, Bahadur Khan caufed 
redoubts to I»e ^redled in each pafs, and artilleiy, with proper 
guards, to be ilationcd in them. Accordingly, they were built at 
the following places j Ferdaporc, Loondapore, Mulkapore, Kuflb- 
VoL. II. F ree. 
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ree, Raujdehr, Laknehwara, Deogam, Rajorah, Dilleerpore, anc 
three jor four other places. < 

This year died Koottub al Mobile, fultan of Hyderabad ; and 
leaving behind him no male children, wa^* fucceeded by Aboi 
Houffun, who had married his eldeft* daughter '; a p£rlbn of a mol 
debauched charadler; but, to the furpriz? of all, upon his acceffioi 
to tlie throne he threw off cveiy bad habit, and became botli ai 
excellent man and prince. According to cuftom, he font am- 
balTadors to the imperial court with proper offerings, which wen 

received, and a gracious firrhaun returned in anfwer. 

( 

Mahabut Khan, on his arrival at court from Dekkan, was ap¬ 
pointed a fecond time to the government of Cabul; bjut agair 
dif])Iaccd in a thort time after, and died on the road in his waj 
to the prefence, tie was a chief poffefied of true nobility, and i 
great encourager*of brave foldiers, of whom he had always a fine 
houfehold body. He had a reliance on the Raajepootes, in pre¬ 
ference to the Moguls, Shekhs, or Afghauns; and, when in Uek- 
kan, had about a thoufand'of the former with him, to whof 
charge he always trufted the guard of his haram and flpeping apart¬ 
ments. Bahadur Khan beftowed a munl'ub and other honours oi 
Beejajee Naick, a capital zemindar of Pekkan, whofe fon hat 
married Sewajee’s daughter, and was a chief of great gallantry 
and reputation. 

II. 1083-4. Bahadur Khan, learning that the Mharattas were collecting it 
D. 1672-3. the neighbourhood of Poonah, left his baggage’at Chummar Koon- 
dab, and by forced marches came up with and gave them a figna 
defeat, in which Soopkerrun Bondcla behaved with particular gal¬ 
lantry. He then moved to Burragaum, twenty diftant fron 
Ahmednuggur, on. the banks of the Beemrah, a river feparatint 
the Hyderabad .territories from thole of Beejapore, apd which hai 

iti 
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its fource from the mountains of Kokun at a place called Bhamean 
Sunkre^ near thfe fort of Loeghur. Here I^hadur, to perpetuate 
his memory, built a fort and eredted a magnificent palace, which 
he called Bahadur Ghur. Ddlput Roy Bondela was promoted 
to the rank of thr^ hundred, and the fons of Bahadur Khan, 
Mirea Houffun and Mirza Mhoufliin, were honoured with the 
titles of khan. Inder IVIun Bondela was appointed to command 
the ftation of Goolfliunabad. Sutterfal, the fon of Chumput Bon¬ 
dela, difgufted at not finding promotion, and being in diftrefied 
circumftanees, went ovcr to Sewajee ; but, as he placed little con¬ 
fidence in the people of Hindooftan, after (hewing him feme civilities, 
he gave him his dlAiiflion j upon which, finding himfelf without 
refource, he returned to his own country, where, collefting his 
dependants, he raifed a rebellion, and pofleffed himfelf of grejt 
part of the zemindaree. 

r 

About this time died Ali Adil Shaw, king of Beejapore, whofe 
anceftors were defeendants of the emperors of Turky. Eufuff, a 
prince of the Ottoman family, was entrufted by hiS mother to the 
care of a merchant, through fear of the brother, then emperor. 
The merchant coming to Damaun brought the young prince with 
him, and from thence travelled to Dekkan, where, fortune be- 
friending his charge, he ^founded the kingdom of Beejapore, (tiling 
himfelf Eufuff Adil Shaw, and eredled the citadel of Beejapore, 
which bears his name. Ali was fucceeded by his fon Secunder, an 
infant. Khouaft Khan Hublhee, a favourite of his father’s, was 
entrufted with his education and the command of the fort. Abd al 
Kerreem Meana, the fon of Abd al Raheem, fon of Belolc Khan, 
(who, in the reign of the late, emperor Shaw Jehaun, had followed 
the fortunes of Khan Jehaun Lodi, and efcaped with him from 
Agra, upon (jis .death entering firft into the fervice of the king of 
Hyderabad, and afterwards of the Beejapore prince, who raifed him 
to high rank) commanded* the minor king’s armies. 

F z 
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H. 1085.. Gn the death of 'AU ’Adil Shavr, Sewsy-ee, intending to reduce 
D. 1674. the country, and marry hiis fon Sambah to.the'dau|[hter of Ruftum 
Raow, with royal fpicndour and magnificence, in order t» divert 
from him the imperial arnfs, that he mighfi be at liberty to exe¬ 
cute his defigns, began to intrigue for thsu: pitipofe. He difiniffed 
Jadoo Terrai and Hullah Khan, vdao had de&rted to him from, the 
imperial army, telling them he^not keep them, as now 
meant to ailc for peace. Thefr having at the interceffion oi 
vSyoopkerrun Bondela been pardoned by Bahadur Khan, returned to 
his camp. Sewajee now fent deputies, v'ith prefents of an ele¬ 
phant ' axKl many rarities, to Bahadur Khan, requeiting a truce, till 
through his intereft forgivenefs of his crimes from the emperor 
could be ratified} upon the arrival of which, if the Khan would 
fend'his eldeft Ibn to conduit him,; he would fubmit to his clemency. 
Bahadur Khan, not aware of his intriguing craft, confented to a 
truce, and immediately fent off an exprefs to the emperor, then at 
Houfihn Abdal on the boniers of Cabul, which arrived at court in 
thirteen days. A firmaun was iffued in reply, that he ihould be 
cautious not to, be deceived by the Mharatta, and before he formed 
any treaty, fend Mallek Berkhordar, who knew the artifice oi 
Sewajee, with fome confidential fervants of his own, to found hit 
focret defigns, which he (hould, when explored, communicate to 
the emperor, who would then give furtlter orders. 

Bahadur Khan, upon the arrival of the firmaun, difpatched 
Mi^ummud Saad Khan and Gongaram Guzaratee, confidants oi 
his own, with Malfok Berkhordar, to sunufe Sewajee. This crafty 
politician, who had already found time to effeft part of his fehemes 
and poffefs himfelf of the fort of Pemaileh, belonging to Beejapore, 
received the deputies at Kairee, and for the firft day treated them 
with all cuftomary honours; but the next, gaye. them a final 
anfwer, faying, “ What fuperiority has your mafter gained over 
“ me, that 1 ihould confenJt to fubmiffion? Be gone ^edily from 

hence, 
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« hence, or yoa will be disgraced.” Upon hearing this, the 
adtighte^ depu^ returned with account qf their reception to 
Bahadur Khatti who ii^warded it to court. The emperor, out of 
his abundant.kindnefs, to confolft the mortified khan, promoted him 
to the rank of feven t^oufitnd horfe and the title of Khan Jehaun 
Bahadur Kofeultalh 2 ufiir Jung / his elder brother, named Muzzuffir 
Houfiein, to the titb of ^zum Kkon and rank of fix tlioufiuid; 
and his fons, one to title of Muzzuffir Khan, and die other, of 
Nuflcrut Khan, with proportionable commands. 

Bahadur Khan upon this promotion kept a grand feftival, to 
which he invited Nibidaur Khan, the fon of Jaffier Khan, from 
Buggeilana; and gave away among the amras and their followers, 
thirty one elephants, above five hundred horfes, two tboufand ele¬ 
gant drefies, befides fwords, armour and other valuable articles. 

t| 

At this time contentions prevailed brtween- the Dekkanees 
and Afghauns of Bcejaporci Dunnanut Pundit, who was much in 
the confidence of Khouafs Khan, artfully promoted* the inveteracy 
of the parties,'in hopes that ho fhould fucceed whatever chief 
might be difplaced. He obfervcd to Khouafs Khan, that the 
Afghauns had acquired too much power in the flate; that the 
prince being a minor, himfelf confined to the fort, and Sewajee 
having fcized many diftridls of the kingdom, in this fitoation it 
would be prudent to implore the protei^on of the emperor, in 
conjundfion with his troops to puntfh Sewajee, and regain the 
ufurped territories j wWch effeiled, he might then eaffiy expell die 
mutinous and rebelBbus Afghauns. 

The E^ihiopian approved of his fchetnes, and feat his dewan, 
Sei^m Raow, •to'Zuffir Jung with offers of friendflaip and alliance, 
as alfo an invitation to a conference. Zuffir Jung, upon receiving this 
unexpected but welcome tfverture, propofed that. Khouafs Khan 

fhould 
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Il^ould march from. Beejapore to Burrappre on the banks of the 
Kiftnah, where he ^ould meet him. Accordingly, botjj 'parties 
moving to the place appointed, magnificent tents were pitched; 
but, as the waters of the Kiftnah fuddenly, rofe very high, Zuffir 
Jung went in boats to the camp of Khouaf^Khan, from whence, 
after fome.converfation, he brought him back with him to his nwn, 
and gave him and all his followers* a gra/id, entertainment and rich 
prefents. Mutual alliances were entered into, and the daughter of 
Khouafs Khan was betrothed to Nuflerut Jung, the lecond fon of 
Zuffirjungj after which the two chiefs .took leave of each other, 
and dejiarted to execute their intended purpofes. ■ i 

t 

Abd al Kerreem, who had attended Khouafs“ Khan, was en- 
qamped at the diftance of twelve miles, and Dunnanut conveyed to 
. him all the particulars of the interview between Zuffir Jung and his 
mailer, infidioufly pbferving, that if the Hubihee (hould make the 
fort and kingdonv an offering to the emperor Aulumgeer, it would 
put an end to Abd al Kerreem’s and his own fortunes. 

Cl 

V 

Abd al Kerreem, who was eager to obtain the regency, de¬ 
termined to take an opportunity of confining Khouafs.Khan on the 
liiarch to Beejapore ; but he being informed of his treachery, left 
the camp and baggage at Alingah, forty, miles from the city, to 
which he departed I'uddenly in the night, and thus defeated the 
defigns of his enemy. On Abd al Kerreem’s arrival at Beejapbre, 
a negotiation of reconciliation was fet on foot, and at length Khouafs 
Khan, with a few attendants, came out of the citadel to encourage 
the Afghauns; and after the ufual ceremonies 'of meeting, retired 
with Abd al Kerreem only, to confult in a private apartment. On 
notice being given that Khizzer Khan Punnee, a principal ameer, 
was approaching, Abd al Kerreem left the room, as if to meet him, 
but the door was fhut immediately after him, and Khouafs Khan 
made a prifoncr. under a ftrofig guard, ‘ Jumfheed, a Have of’Abd 

al 
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al Kcrreem’s, got into the fort without oppofition; and foon after 
he, with Khiz^ef Khan, entered, and treating with fliekh Mun- 
naje and the other Dekkanees, perfuaded them to march againft 
Sewajee, towards the river Kiftnahj after which he put Khouaf'; 

Khan to death. \ 

. 

Soon after this, Abd, al Kerreem difpatched Khizzer Khan 
forwards the Kiftnah, with inilriuflions to affaffinate fliekh Munnaje. 
Khizzer Khan for this purpofc invited him to an entertainment.. 
The ihekh complied with the invitation, ajid Ifed left his tents, 
when on the roacChe heard, that Khizzer Khan had placed a num¬ 
ber of armed men iff concealment to murder him. The fliekh, 
notwithftanding, proceeded, and when Khizzer Khan came to 
meet him, alighted and embraced, but ftabbed the treacherous 
nobleman while he had him in his arms, cfcaped, and joined his 
troops on the other fide of the river. A feuffle enfued between the 
Afghaun and Dekkanee attendants, in the fquare>of the tents, in 
which many were (lain on both fides. 

Shekh Munnaje retired to Adonee, and being joined by Seedee 
Mufaood, Syed Mukhdoom, Sheerza Khan, and other Dckkan 
lords, made an. alliance witli Kafil Koor, a principal zemindar, who 
had a conliderable force* and it was refolved between them, to 
attack-Abd al Kerreem and cut him off. 

> 

Abd al Kerreem being informed of the union of the DekkaneesJ 
prepared a confiderable army, and marched to oppofe them; when 
a defperate battle was fought near the fort of Shaw^ Doneghur, 
twelve cofs from Adonee, in which many chiefs were killed on both 
’ fides, and it was doubtful to whom remained the vidlory.* Kafil 
Koor> the zegiiiidar, was flain. At night Abd ' al Kerreem beat 
the march of viilory, and encamped on tlie field of battle. The 
Dekkanees having in the night conducted their w'ounded to Adonee, 
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inoft of them went over to tlic king ©f Hydembad, Sickh Moil' 
nage took up his reiidcnce at Koolbm^ in his niivn jagbife, anc 
Abd al Kerreem, with. his force much diminUhed, retired to Bee- 
japore, where he put to death Ddnnanut Pundit, vdio had beer 
the inftigator of fuch fatal faftion, and feiziifg all his wealth pak 
his troops their arrears with the money i thus verifying the obfer- 
vation, that He who digs a pit for ajaother, often falls into i 
himfelf.’* 

* 

This year the Mharattas invaded tho imperial territories neai 
Aumngabad, and Khan Jehatin purfuing them, .engaged and d, - 
feated their army near Lafoor, only fourtedh cofs from rhe t iiy 
after which he chafed them as fir as the fort of Chumber in Kokun 
At this time came intelligence of the imprifonment and dcatir <>1 
Khouafs Khan, which difappointed Khan jehaun’s meafures, anc 
he reprefented thc^ affair to court; after which he returned to 
cantonments at Bahadur Ghur. Orders came from the cmperc 
that he fhould endeavour either to take Abd al Kerreem priforici- 
. or put him to* death, and befiege Beejapore. Dilleer Khan ua; 
again appointed fecond to Khan Jehann, and depart/xi inllantly or 
his nomination from court to Dekkan. 

tl, 1086, Khan Jehaun having made the neccidky preparations for the 
Ik 1675* war againft Beejapore, ordered Iflaam Khan Roomce, {formerly 
named Houffein and palha of Bufforah, who had fought protedtior 
with the emperor fome years finoe, and was promoted to the govern¬ 
ment of Malwa) from Aultmgabad, the charge of which city was 
given to Raow Bhaow Sing, and marched t« the banks of thi 
Beemrah, ten cofc ftona Sholapore, where he wait-Jl for the junftion 
of his troops. 

^ 4 . 

Abd al Kerreem Khan, having left Beejapore, with a great 
army encamped at Abimdee, about fix cofs diftant , opon whichi 

Khan 
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KJaan Jelwun fent of, his camp, with, liis own and the 

fuperflti^us baggage, ,to Sholapprc, ^ ftatiohing what he meaned 
to carry with him on this hde the Beemrafi, which was at this 
time very high, crolTed with the troops, and formed his difpofition 
of battle. Pn this t^y, Raow Raaje Sing Rhatoree, commanding 
the advanced body of the army*, who had been long ill, died on the 
march. Shekh Munn^je and Hiokh Mahummud Jnneedee, having 
agreeably to proniilc arrfved from Koolburga, were introduced to 
Khan fehaun by raja Soopkerrun Bondela, and received a prefent 
ofekpiuntb, horfes, and one lack of rupees. Next day the two 
armies prepared ^or engagement. Koottub ad Dien Khan‘with 
tlic advance, Iflaam Khan on the .right, with the corps of Soopker- 
; ti Bondela, lliekh Munnaje and others,^Raow Anoop Sing, Rag- 
.'Mui Sing Mharatta, Bochcraje Cutchwai and others, on the left, 
having formed, the battle commenced. The enemy charged 
furioufly in front pf Iflaam Khan, but his Turks drove them off 
twice with great lofs, when their ammunition bemg expended, Iflaam 
Khan ordered up ftores, cloie to his elephant, and was fupplying his 
men, when a fpark unfortunately lighting among a •quantity of car-» 
tridges, they blew up, killing and wounding a great number; but 
to add to the melancholy event, the khan’s elephant being fright¬ 
ened at the *cxplofion, became ungovernable, and ran into the 
enemy’s line, whore the khan, his fon, and the driver, with Ibme 
borfe who had followed their leader, were loon cut to pieces; but 
Bie elephant having received feveral wounds, ran back without his 
houdah, which had been cut off his back. The heat of the battle 
next fell on Soopkerrun Bondela, who, together with flickh Mun¬ 
naje and oAer chiefs,, was wounded. , The left wing was abb 
engaged, and Raow Kibber Sing Rh^orce, Kerrun Sing, a muQ- 
fubdar, with Raow Raaje Sing, and the other Raajcpootes, after 
flghting delperately, were wounded,^ .*Great numbers on both fides 
folk „ and tile *fwarry elephant of ABd Kerreem. was taken by 
Kbhoor Bing Harrah. , Thq battle ceafe 4 on the approach of night, 
VoL, H. G without 
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without being decifive on either iide. Khan Jehaun reojalncd on 
this fide the river, tlmw up entrenchments tpund his ca^i^, And 
ibrtified them with artiSleiy, The Af^hanns during the night 
made an attack upon the baggage <3n dw other fide of the riveri^ 
great part of which they {dundercd> put nijpnbets to. death, and 
carried ofi^ fuch of the followers of th6 camp as they (^o&; fo .that, 
from dlls lofs, and the fudden rife cff the fiver, it no longer remained 
in the power of the imperial army to oppofe the A^hauns. Koot- 
fut) ad Dien Khan, with the approbation of Khan Jehaun, formed a 
truce j and the army then recrofiing the river, (hekh Murmaje was 
difpafched to Koolbwga, to fecure pofieflion if poyTiWe of that for- 
treis. At this time Dilleer Khan arrived fiom the prefonce, and 
the Waters of the Beemralv on account of the rains, fiill continuing 
ejpceedingly high, it was agreed for the prefent, that the fort of 
Thldcrruk ihould be taken from the fons of Khizzer Khan Punnee, 
who refided there. Khan Jehaun accordingly marched, and began 
his approaches. .Raja Inder Mim Eondela, agreeably to orders, 
joined the camp fiom Goolfhunabad. Mahummud Atta, a fon of 
Kiian Jthatm*s, 'being wounded by a cannon (hot, died. . Akhlaafs 
Khan Meana made an afiault on the town belonging to the fort, 
and carried it. Abd al Kerreem at the inftigation of the Afghauns 
in the royal asmy, who refpeded him on account of their connec¬ 
tion by tribes having mov^ from Beejappre, efofied the Beemrah 
with a considerable force, to the relief Tulderruk; upon which 
Khan Jehaun thought proper to raife the fiege and march to receive 
the enemy. Abd al Kerreem encamped within fije miles of the fort, 
and his tents appeared in fight of the royal camp. Though the day 
was fitf and twilight approached, yet by the advice of Dilleei: 
Khan and odiers, having left Runmuft Khan for the protedlion of 
the baggage, a battle commenced. A bo<fy of Afghauns fwm Abd 
al Kerreem's line, and another from the fort, having formed a 
juft< 3 aon, charged in tWreaf of Khan Jchaun*s army, and Ac 
khan haldng crqfied a watercourfo, deep and muddy, with Boche- 
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raa.j«s Cutchwai and Ra^naut Sing Mharatta, opjpoicd the enemy. 
Bochcmje ww. Siilled fighting gallantly,' and the latter, with many 
others, was wounded. Koottub ad Dien Khan, charging to their 
afllihince, pr^erved the wounded from*beir^ cut to pieces. Abd 
al Kerrecm * trying gain the fort during the night, his baggage 
was plundered,* and Khan Jdiaon followed him within cannon (hot 
of the walls.- After fome days the army encamped at KhauN 
kaloon, eight cofs Q’om Tulderruk. RaoW Anoop Sing, at the 
requeft of Khan Jehaun, was honoured with the title of raja*. 
Madna Pundit, iqinifter to Abou Houfilin, king of Hyderabad, had 
joined Abd al Kerreem with troops ai^ money; but feeing that 
oppofition could not in the end be tnade to the imperial army, 
retreated to his own countiy*. Abd al Kerreem, after remaining a 
month in Tulderruk, returned to Beejapore. Khan Jehaun fent Ids 
dewan Luckcram, to bring over fome Beejapore chiefe, who had 
taken refuge at Hyderabad, as alio the troops ef that^ftate, to join 
him, and marched in purfuit of Abd“al Kerreem tdwar^ the Becm- 
rah. Many fkirmiflies happened on the route. ,At Hingeh he 
halted, and called together the Dekkanees and exiled Beejaporees, 
who had fied to difierent places. Seedee Muiaood, Sheerza Khan, 
and others, joined. Luckeram bfought an army from Hyderabad, 
and had alfo effe&pd a truce with Sewajee. Four thouiand horie, 
font by different imperial fojedaars, and a number of other troops, 
joined; fo that an army was now colleAed fufficlent to reduce 
Beejapore. 

While ai^irs wets thus fituated, the A^haun chiefo of the im^ 
Perial army, out of regard to dieir tribe, privately fent meiTages 
CO Abd al Kerreetto, that if this vail army ihould march to Beeja* 
pore, his affairs would be ruined pail: redemption; fo that his 
cfiidy way to avoid fhe ilorm would be to make propoials of peace 
to Kh^ Jdttun, and come in to vifit him, after which the troops 
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would be difperfed, and he be at liberty to regulate hist govern¬ 
ment. <• 

Abd al Kcrrecm, Mcrfing to this advice, ‘entreated peace ol 

Khan Jehaun, promifing tliat if the imperial &rmy fliould move to 

the banks of the Beemrah, he would come to meet himj and 

requefting that he would fend Akhlaafs Khan to conduct him to at 

interview ; after which he would fubniit to any conditions he might 

impofe, as he regarded himfelf now as the emperor’s fubjedt. 

• 

Khan Jehaun, after deliberating on the difcordant ftate of hit 
army, agreed to his requefts j and having fent away the auxiliariei 
to their different countries, moved from Hingeh, and encamped or 
the banks of the Beemrah. 

H. 1086. Khan Jehaun, .agreeably to the requeft of Abd al Kerreemj 
\.D. 1676. brother Akhlaafs Khan to meet him, and a few days aftei- 

wards difpatchcd alfo Koottub ad Dien Khan. A letter arrivec 
from ftiekh Munnaje, that now there was an opportunity, which, 
if troops wtr'' font to Alinder, he would feizc, of- acquiring th( 
fort of Koolburga. Abd al Kerreem requefting that .Dilieer Khar 
might be fent to receive him, Khan Jehaun left him at Angul- 
kote, and went himfelf to Alinder, from whence he fent Gon- 
garam, his own dewan, with Vizier Beg, fon to Collinder Khan, 
the kclladaar of Zuffirabad Bieder, to Ihekh Munnaje, who, 01 
the day of their arrival with him, got admiftlon into Koolburga b) 
treachery, and having confined Nangoorny, the khelladaar, put the 
place into their poffeflion, and agieeably to ordel-s returned to Khar 
Jehaun. Khan Jehaun, through Kunmuft Khan, made promifei 
of munfubs and pfefents to the fons and dependants of Khizzei 
Khan, and lending his own buklilhi, Alla ad Diei* Khan, to them, 
they evacuated the fort of Tulderruk, when Zuffirnoggur, com¬ 
monly called Tumnee, was allotted foi* the relidence of their fami¬ 
lies, 
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lies. After vifiting Tuldcrriik, and ordering mcafurcs for its fafety, 
he retuened tq taoip, and difpatched to coi^t an account of his 
operations j which meeting the emperor's approbation, the fons of 
Khan Jehaun were promoted to higher rank j Muzzuffir Khan to 
the title of Himmut ^Khan Bahadur, and NulTerut Khan to that of 
Sippsdar Khad. Raja Inder Adun Bondela dying, at the requeft of 
Khan Jehaun, his zemindarce and the title of raja were conferred 
upon his fon Jeflvvunt Sing. 

t 

• 

Abd al Kerreem having left Bcejapore with Akhlaafs Khan, 
and condoled wiih the fons of Koottub ad Dien Khan, who had 
died on the road, iSet Dilleer Khan. , He encamped about four 
cofe from Alinder; and Khan Jehaun, agreeably to his promifes, 
having pitched a moft Iplendid tent, with poles and ornaments pf 
filver, went in the greateft pomp and magnificence, attended by all 

the amras, to receive him. Abd al Kerreem Khan and X)illeer 

■» 

Khan, with all the Afghauns in their train, advanced, and the 
chiefs firft met fitting on their elephants, and, after palling mutual 
compliments, alighted at the tent; when Khan Jehaun prelented 
Abd al Kerreem with elephants, horfes, and arms, ornaments of 
jewels, tray^ of rich cloths, as- alfo the tent, and proper carriages 
for its conveyance. After converfation, he difmifled him to J}is 
camp, and returned to his own. Mallck Berkhordar, agreeably to 
the emperor's orders, was fent as refident to Beejaporc. Abd al 
Ruilbol Khan was appointed kelladaar of Koolburga, Collinder 
Khan of Tulderruk, and Vizier Beg exalted by the title of Jaun 
Baz Khan. 

• A ' ' 

Abd al Kerreem Khan and Dilleer Khan being difiatisfied at Khan 
Jehaun's having got pofieflion of 'Fuldcrriik and Koolburga, agree¬ 
ably to the firhemes they had formed from the inftant of their meet¬ 
ing, wrote petitions to court, fetting forth, ths^t Khan Jehaun had 
made private agreements ^ith the king of Hyderabad, the Dekkan- 
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uces, the king ol* Beejapore, and Sewajee» and did not ad; with vigour 
in his goyemmeat ; if he fhould be called tp the prefence, 

and proper aflidance afibrdod them, they would bring Hyderabad 
into the imperial poiTcdioii without delay. 

Khan Jehaun, with Abd al Ken'oem and' the united armies, 
marched from Alinder to Koolburga, and. it was agreed that they 
fhould go fliortly againft Hyderabad. They vifited the tomb of the 
famous lyed Mahummud Gefoo-derauz, who fl'ouri(hed in the reign 
of fultan Firozc Bhaxnenee. It i$ a very magnificent edifice, covered 
with a dome, in the middle of an extenfive court. cMany of his de- 
feendants repofe near the laint, over whom thej' have creded domes. 
A number of them ftiU refide there; and during the reigns of the 
r^kkan fultans, great fums of money were annually offered to them 
in vows and prefents. The kings of Beejapore and Hyderabad, as 
alfo the zemindars in the vicinity, every year gave rich prefents, and 
many villages were afiigned by both kings to defray the expenfes of 
the tomb. When it came into the imperial pofiefiion, Aurungzebe 
alfo fettled fome* farms upon it. There is alniofi a continual diffen- 
tion between the defeendants of the fiiint, who generally come to 
blows every year } and they fpend their time in an affluence and lux- 
uiy, enjoyed but hy few of the firft nobles. There are alfo at Kool¬ 
burga many tombs of the Bhamenee kings of t)ekkan. In the 
pergunnah of Alinder are the magnificent fepukhres of Ladee Anfa- 
ree, the faint’s lifter, and her children i and at Booiahannuggur 
thofe of many celebrated perfonages. 

The emperor, deceived by the petitions befbre mentioned, re¬ 
called Klisin Jehaun from Dekkan, and appointed DUleer Khan in 
his room. Khan Jehaun left Koolburga for court, the fame day that 
the firmaun arrived for his recall. > . 
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IDllleer K^as and Abd ai Kmeem nmched widb die army to 
Mulke^j^a fort tea cofs £t>m Kodlburga, which bei^ but of little 
ftrength* die Jbefiegod evacuated it in die night, and fled to jom the 
Dekkanees, who made fiada dpp<^tio», that the Afghauns-durfl; 
not even dare to loofc^ towards Hyderabad. There now fell a con- 
tmuak rain, and the fcarcity of 'grain m the Camp became exceflive. 
Skirmiihes between the two arnaics occurred for two months toge- 
dier daily. Mahutnmud Beg Khan, commander the artilleiy, 
Scrafrauz Khan Deklunee and Ins fons, with many other imperial 
ofHcers, were wounded. The odicr Afghautis who had an enmity 
to Runmufl: Khai> and the fons of Khizzer Khan, for having given 
up the fort of Tulderfuk, did not aflift them in the day of battle 5 
but, as they had a fclcdt body of their own, they gallantly flood firm 
in the held, were wounded, and great numbers of dieir foUoweis 
kHled. 

The troops df Abd al Kerreem being diftreflcd, dcfcrted in great 
numbers j fo that the tide of ill fortune turned againft the royal army, 
and k became impoflible to remain much longer in the enem/^ 
country. Dillecr Khan therefore, on this account, and to plcafe 
Abd ai Kerreem, for whom he entertained the utmoft fliendfliip, 
and who'had been taken ill, fet On foot a negotiation of truce with 
the Dekkanees, and began to retreat towards Koolburga, intending 
to leave his fuperfluous baggage there, and after fupplymg himfelf 

with proviflons, to return and attack them. 

/, -■ • . < , . ' 

The firft day’s march the Dekkanees did not moleft him j but 
«n the fccond, looking on the Afghauns as running away, appeared 
in great numbers, attacked die baggage, killed hundreds of people, 
' and acquired an immeiife plunder. The flght continued from day¬ 
light tiU fun-fot, when the royal tirmy hdted at a dry nullah, where 

k remained two days in the greatefl confoflon, being ohliged to dig 

wells. 
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vvells, before the camp could be fupplied with water. Akhlaafs 
Khan and Runmuft Jpian Punncc commanded the-right wip^, Abd 
al Kerreem the left, Dilleer Khan proteifted the baggage, and 
Soopkerrun Bondela, with^ Ghieruf and Muzzuffir, nephews of 
Dilleer Khan, were ftationed in the rear of tl^e whole ;< but though 
they had above eight thoufand horfe, it was * difficult to quit their 
ftation. Soopkerrun Bondela, his fon Dulput Roy, and the other 
Raajepoote chiefs, having confultcd together, reprefented to Dilleer 
Khan that it was impoffible to remain here longer, as the army 
muft periffi from want of proyifions. This advice had a proper 
effedf, and the chiefs being all united, for the foyal honour, and 
their ow’n prefervation, at length marched,' but in twelve days 
could only move ten cofs, when they arrived at Koolburga. The 
Dekkanees, who were full feventy thoufand in number, feldom 
ceafed from the attack j but as the fortune of Aurungzebe attended 
the Raajepootes, the enemy did not prevail. The Raajepootes 
upon this trying, occafion ffiewed aftonifliing inftances of valour; 
but which to relate would appear as vain boafting. Mahummud, 
the fon of Kodttub ad Dien Khan, was killed by a rocket j and 
on this march the camp wa& without grain for foqie days, when 
the poorer fort were obliged to, eat the roots of the plaintain and 
date tree, from which numbers were taken ill, and died ftiortly 
after of diforders in the bowels. 

As Abd al Kerreem was lb dangeroufly ill as to be pronoun¬ 
ced pa ft recovery, Dilleer Khan negotiated a peaces between him, 
Seedee Mufaood, and the other Dekkan chiefs, bringing them 
together for a conference. Mutual civilities and vifits were ex¬ 
changed between the chiefs of both armies, and it was agreed that 
Abd al Kerreem IhouW deliver up the citadel of Becjaporelto Sec- 
dee Mufaood, who fliould tlien pay off the arrears to all the troops. 
Abd al Kerreem foon after died, and Dilleer Khan Jelivcred up his 
fon Abd al Raooff for education to Seedee Mufaood, who promifed 

to 
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to let him fucceed his father in the command of the army. The 
Dekkah$es then returned to Beejapore, whpre Seedee Mufaood 
delayed to pay the arrears of Abd al Kerreem’s troops, and they 
offered numberlefs indignities to his f»n, who had inherited but 
little property from Hj^s father. The foldiers proceeded to fuch ex- 
tremifies and clamour for their *pay, as to feize every thing he had, 
not excepting even the jewels and ornaments of tlie women, which 
they forced from them without regard to common refpedt and de¬ 
cency for the honour of their chief. While the young man wa% 
thus ufed by his own trjbe, the treatment he experienced from 
ftrangers may eaijly be imagined. Dilleer Khan returned with his 
army to the imperial* provinces, thus ending, without any advan¬ 
tage, a very expeniive and difgraceful campaign. 

Khan Jehaun Bahadur on his arrival at court, not finding hiin- 
felf treated fo gracioufly as ufual, abfented himfelf from the durbar, 
and refigned his rank and commands; upon which Aurungzebe 
obferved, that he had no occafion for pomp, and commanded him 
to refign his equipage and train. Accordingly, thd khan made an 
offering of his elephants, horfes, and other enfigns of dignity, to 
the emperor,, who, however, after fome time, was gracioufly 
pleafed to recall him to the prefence, and reftore him to all his 
bonours. Raja Jelfwunt.Sing Bondela, fon of the late raja Inder 
Mun, joined the army in Dekkan with a force befitting his rank. 

Dilleer Khan receiving information that the Mharattas had ap- a. H. 1091 
peared near Zuffirabad Bieder, having left his baggage at Porundeh A. D. 168c 
with Soopkerrun Bondela, marched to purfue them; and having 
defeated them and cleared tlie country, returned to pafs the rains 
It Bahadur Ghur. Intelligence arrived that Sewajee had detached a 
force againft the ^fort of Joneer. Abd al Yezzecz Khan> the go¬ 
vernor, was a* perfon of much experience and gallantry. Three 
hundred of the enemy in th« night afeended the walls by rope lad- 
Tol. II. H ders, 


AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 


ders, and entered ; but though the kelladaar had font moft of his 
people with his fons ^o the affiftance of Yiah Khan, fojedavur *of the 
town, he bravely colledled the few he had left, with his fervants, 
and put moft of the aflailante to the fword. A few were found' the 
next day flculklng under the bufhes and ftonci^> at the bottom of the 
wall, watching for an opportunity'to efcape. Thefe he tceated 
with much kindnefs, and fent them back to Scwajee, with a mef- 
fage, that while he commanded in the fort, he defied him to take 

if- 

m 

As the emperca* was much difiatisfied at the* late' behaviour of 
the Afghaun chiefs, Jumlat al Moolk AfludTChan was ordered to 
command in Dekkan, until the appointment of another foubahdar. 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim fhortly after was inverted with the 
government, and a firmaun came to Dilleer Khan, enquiring, as 
Abd al Kerreem had died, the Afghauns were difpcrfcd, and dirten- 
tions occurred among the Dekkanees, why he had delivered up 
Beejapore to Seedee Mufaood? He was ordered to colleft the 
Afghauns, and ’enroll them in the imperial fervice; alfo to draw 
over to^him the officers of Beejapore and Hyderabad,* till fuch time 
as jaghires could be beftowed, allowing each horfcnaan daily pay 
from the royal treafury, and to march immediately againrt Bee¬ 
japore. 

Dilleer Khan, agreeably to thefe inrtrudlions, having invited the 
relations of Abd al Kerreem and other Afghaun chiefs, Syed Lutteef 
and Eefah Ghulzee, Dekkanees of Beejapore and Hyderabad, re¬ 
commended proportionate rank for each and fof fuch horfes as they 
brought, which amounted to about twenty thoufand, he allowed 
daily pay. Many chiefs received jaghires, and were recommended 
by Dilleer Khan for titles of nobility. Dilleer Khan,’s nephew was 
raifed to the rank, of a thoufand, and came to Dekkan; where, 
except the Afghauns, none were now erteemed worthy of dirtindlion. 

On 
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On the breaking up of the rains, Dillecr Khan marched from 
Bahadur.Ghur, ^ Sambah, the fon of Sewajee,, who had quarrelled 
with his father, and was confined by him in the fort of Pernalleh, 
having made his cfcape with a •few attendants, fent a meflenger to 
Dillecr Khan, requclVng his protection, and that he would fend 
a force to aflift *him, *as SewajeS’s troops were following him clofely. 
Dilleer Khan immediately difpatched Akhlaafs Khan, with Ghierut 
Khan, his own nephew, and other chiefs, with a proper force, and 
followed himfelf, Sambah having met Akhlaals Khan at Kerkum, 
Deoee, joined Dilleer Khan with a few of his family; and the 
khan, regarding liis coming as a moft favourable occurrence, ’ beat 
the march of vidory, and reprefented it to the imperial court, 
from whence Sambah was fhortly after honoured with the title of 
raja, the rank of feven thoufand, and a prefcnt of an elephant, 
Dilleer Khan made him many prefents himfelf, and appointed a 
refidence for his family, with a proper guard, at Bahadur Qbur. 

Dilleer Khan remained the reft of this year at liloje, preparing 
for the expedition againft Beejapore. Soopkerrun ^ndela being 
dangeroufly ill,, left his fon Dulput Roy and his followers v#!ththc 
mny, and retired to Bahadur Ghur. 

In the beginning of this year, Dilleer Khan marched againft a.H. 
Bhopaul Ghur, a fort belonging to Sew’ajee in the Beejapore coun- A. D. 
try. Cannon being planted upon a height which commanded tlie 
inner part of the place, it was taken in. three hours, and a vaft 
quantity of grain found in ftore, part of which was delivered to the 
troops, much taken 'by the camp followers, and the remainder fet 
on fire; after which the fort was razed to the ground. 

The fame ^aji the Mharattas appeared, intending to fuccour tJie 
place, and an aClion enfued, in which they were defeated and tied. 

The feme body, a few dtfys afterwards, fuddenly attacked and 

2 plundered 
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plundered a detachment Tent to colled: fupplies for the army, under 
the command of E^uch Khan, who took Ihelter in a fraall fort, 
leaving his people and baggage to fhift for themfelvcs. Dilleer 
Khan waited on the banks of the Beefairah for fome neceflary ftores, 
and to crofs his cannon, the river being floodqil. 

t' 

Q 

Soopkerrun Bondela, an ameer of two thoufand five hundred, 
died in his fifty third year, at Bahadur Ghur, and was much la- 
^nented by all. Many of his women burned themfelves upon the 
funeral pile with his corpfe. He was a foldier unequalled, had in 
repeated battles won the prize of valour, and was in general fuccefs- 
ful. He often remarked, that he had efcapcli with life from many 
dangers j and that in the day of battle a foldier ihould never drink 
qf himfelf; for whatever the Almighty had decreed would happen 
of courfe. He alfo faid there were two days in which a perfon 
fhould not fear death, on that on which providence had decreed it 
fhould not happen, and that on which it had decreed it ihould. He 
was bountiful to his friends, and unanxious for his own fortune. 
Dilleer Khan and all the amras condoled with his fon Dulput Roy, 
who xf&s recommended to court, and exalted to the rank of five 
hundred. Soopkerrun always kept a numerous and gallant body of 
men in his fervice, by paying whom munificently he was never 
rich, and though his fon Dulput Roy was railed but to a trifling 
rank, yet, regarding his future profpe(fts, he encouraged all his 
father’s followers, and retained them in his own fcrvice. 

Seconder Add Shaw now reprefented to Aurungzebe, that he 
efteemed himfelf as one of his ancient fiaves, "and notwithftanding 
Dilleer Khan was advancing to invade his country, if the emperor 
would permit one of his fons to marry his filler, he Ihould regard 
it as an honour. This- met with the royal approbation, and, ac¬ 
cordingly, Seconder lent the young princefs with much pomp, 
conducted by the phyfician Shumfe ad*- Dicn to court, and Dilleer 

Khan 
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Khan fupplied him with a proper efcort; but, notwithftanding this, 
he advanced to Beejapore, which, although he,had twenty thoufand 
horfe with him, he was \ot able to blockade. On one fide he 
kept up a conftant cannonade, ind ruined a canal made by the firft 
Adil Shaw, *which flJ.wed by the citadel and the great mofque, 
through the city. The enemy* made a fally from the town, and 
prefled hard on Syed Lutteef, but Dulput Roy being fent to his 
afiiftance, he repelled the afiailants, and took tlieir ftandard. At 
this time, the condudl of Dilleer Khan not being approved of by. 
Aurungzebe, he recalled, him to .the prefence; and the prince 
Mahummud Mauzim alfo being removed from the government, 
Khan Jehaun Bahadifr was a fccond time appointed to the foubah- 
daree of Dekkan. Dilleer Khan, upon this, railed the fiege of 
Beejapore, and plundered the country all around it, digging up an^ 
totally deftroying the magnificent gardens in the environs of the 
city. Sewajee’s meflengers were allowed communication witli Sam- 
bah, who how made his efcape with only eleven attendants; fo that 
it muft have happened by the connivance of Dilleer Khan, who 
made no enquiries or example among the guards who watched his 
perfon. Dilleer Khan next attacked the town of Sunker, neir Bee¬ 
japore, and-having battered down the walls with his cannon, the 
troops entered, and began to plunder; but the inhabitants, after 
a defperate fkirmilh, drove them off again with veiy great lofs, 
when Dilleer Khan evacuated the country. 

This year died the Maharaja Jeflwunt Sing, near Cabul; and 
his followers brought his infant children, and his women who did 
not burn with him, towards their native country. Orders were 
fent to condudt them to court, where on their arrival, Aurungzebe 
• infifted on the children being made Mahummedans. Upon this 
the Raajepoote attendants, determining to die rather than fubmit 
to this order, fled with their charge towards the raja's territories, 
and being hotly purfued by* the emperor’s troops, .fought valiantly, 

and 
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end wtrc moftiy cut to pieces, but the women and infants arrived 
fafely at Jodepore. /^fter this, the courtiers brought a young cljild 
to his majefty, and pretended he was the maharaja’s fon j which 
the emperor feigning to believe, 'had him circumcifed, named 
Mahummedee Rauje, and educated as fuchi^ The emperor, dif* 
pleafed at the refiftance of the Raajepootes to his commands, 
marched to expel the fons and relations of the late raja from Jode¬ 
pore ; wliich fort foon fell into his hands, and raja Ajcet Sing, with 
the family, took flielter in the recefles of the mountains and woods, 
Inder Sing was exalted to the. rank of •three thoufand, and the 
pofTefiion of the rauje ; but as the dependants of tkc late prince and 
the people could not be prevailed upon to pay him a proper obe¬ 
dience, and the country remained long in an unfettled ftate, he was 
degraded and depofed. 

Sewajee having marched from his country to invade the imperial 
territories, totally* laid wafte the diftri<it of Jalneher and others; and 
his foldiers, notwithftanding ‘his commands to the contrary, offered 
infults to the fervants of Jaun Mahummud, a religious, from vvhofe 
curfes it was believed Sewajee was taken ill, and fliurtly after died.* 
Sewajee was as a foldier unequalled, {killed in the arts of govern¬ 
ment, and a friend to men of virtue and religion. He planned his 
fchemes wifely, and executed them with ileadinefs. He confulted 
many on every point, but afted according to that advice, which,, 
after weighing in his own mind, he thought bell applicable to his 
defigns. No one was ever acquainted with his determinations but 

by 

* T!ic Mharatta report is, that he was poifoned by his wife Soorabaye, who 
could not procure his confent for her fon Rama to fucceed him, Sewajee in this lafl 
cxpediiiou was defeated, and hotly purlued by the Mogul general, Runmuft hlhan* 
Nearly at the fame time, his fleet was aimofl deftroyed by the Siddeac, in conjumSlion 
with the Engliih of Bon.bay. It is probable, therefore, that he died neither by 
poifon, nor the vifitatioa of God at the prayers* of a devotee, but rather, by an 
illncfs from fatigue in bis flight, and vexation at the ill fuccels of his arms. 
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by the fuccefs of their execution. He built palaces ahd ereded for- 
tificatiohi in every pai^ of his country ; and it ^feemed as if he had 
the art of feeing all hidden treafures, for wherever his people were 
fent to make war, he directed them to fpots where valuables were 
buried, as if .he had Ijid them there himfelf. He kept forty thou- 
fand horfes in his ftables, whidh he had mounted to aftion by fol- 
diers named bargeers. Every ten horfes had one taweeldaur, who 
had the care of feeding them, as alfo one water carrier, and a torch 
bearer; each hundred* had an officer over the ten taweeldaurs j and, 
every thoufand a chief, whj) commanded the other ten. Wherever he 
fent five or fix thowfand, a chief of confequence commanded oA the 
fervice. He alfo entertained men who had their own horfes; but the 
Mharattas, who had moil pay, were bargeers. When he detached 
an army on fervice, he fupplied his bargeers with clothing and arms j 
and after the plunder of a country, whatever remained in their 
hands above their amount, was carried to the account of his trea- 
fury. He had numberlefs informers about his ttpopsj fo that if 
they kept back any money or goods from account, he forced them 
to give them up. 

• Sambah, pr Sambajec, who fucceeded his father in the raujc, 
generally fpent his time in female pleafures and exceffive drinking, 
and pofleffed no talents for. government. He purfued fuch a line of 
cpndudt as difobliged his father’s fervants, and in a iliort time dif- 
fipated in vanity the treafures Sewajee had amafied. He lifiened to 
the advice of no one, having a conceited opinion of liis own abili¬ 
ties, and chofo for his favourite, Kubkullufs, a bramin, with whom 
he a£led fuch foenes ^ made him hateful to the world. 


Alker 

♦ • * 

* The partizans of Rama endeavonred to oppofe the fucceflion of Sambah, but 
were foon overcome, and Rama put, into confinement. Sooraba/e, in de/pair at th« 
fate of her fon, put herlelf to death. 
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Aiker Khan Bukhfhi and Dulput Roy, with Serafrauz Khan and 
other amras, liaving obtained leave from Dilleer Khan, went* to meet 
Khan JeJjaiin. Difleer Khan marched to efcort his women from 
Baliadur Ghur, and prepafe for his.journey to the prefence. Khar 
Jehaun having arrived, after an interview w^h the prince Mahum- 
mud Mauzim, difpatched an efcort with him to court, agreeably 
to orders, and then halted for tlie rainy feafon near the fort oi 
Aoont. After the rains, the Mharattas having entered the imperial 
territories, Khan Jehaun marched along the banks of the Gung on 
* the road to Loehghur, which had been deftroyed by Khan Dow- 
raur.; and moving through the pafs of Ferdapore, ten cofs from 
Aurungabad, afeended the mountains of Kurneher, through a mofl 
uneven road, covered with wood; fo that the troops met, with great 
difficulties, and were two days and nights without their tents and 
'baggage, diftrefTed for water and provifions. At length he en¬ 
camped near the tomb of fhekh Fereed, thirty cofs from Aurunga¬ 
bad. At this city^died Raow Bhaow Sing Harrah, and many of hh 
women facrificed thcmfelves on his funeral pile. As he had no fon, 
his nephew was fent for, agreeably to the imperial orders by the 
prince Mahummud Akber, to Oojein, 'where he was ftabbed in the 
wardrobe as he was putting on a drefs of honour, given upon his 
inveftiture in the zemindaree of his uncle. This was fiippofed to have 
been done by the emperor’s command. Raja Anoop Sing Rhatoree 
was left in charge of Aurungabad, ancf Khan Jehaun detached 
Raow Dulput in purfuit of the Mharattas. 

. 1094. The beginning of this year, when Khan Jehaun was encamped 
. 1682, at Babilgaum, fixtecn cofs from Aururgabgd, intelligence was 
brought one morning, about four o'clock, that the Mharattas, by 
the route of Ahmednuggur and Moorgee Puttun, were advancing 
rapidly towards Aurungabad. He iffued orders of march initantly, 
and having fecured his baggage, left a force to pfot^^t itj then 
moving from the ^ound with all expedition, reached the city about 

noon; 
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noon ; which, if he had not arrived that day, muft inevitably have 
been plundered.. Accounts were now brought.that the enemy were 
feen in great numbers at Kafee Porah and the Hill of Sitterrah ; 
alfo, that raja Anoop Sing, with his followers, was drawn up in 
his quarters,' but durlj not venture to advance; upon which Khan 
Jehaun marched on with all poffiblc fpeed, and upon his appear¬ 
ance the enemy fled without daring to engage, when he encajnped 
at the tank of Maharaja Jeflwunt Sing. The inhabitants of the 
city had been much alarmed, and fliut up their houfos, the doorg 
of which they had barricadoed, and prepared for defence. Khan 
Jehaun, as the raSns were now fetting in, took up his reflderice in 
the imperial palace; ftnd an order having arrived from court for the 
purpofe, began to eredl a wall round the city, in order to prevent 
any fudden attack from an enemy. , 

S 

Intelligence arrived, that fultan Mahummud Akber, from the 
raflinefs of youth, and the intrigues of the Raajepootes, having 
rebelled, the emperor had marched with a few troops from Ajmeer 
to correft him. The prince had, without {landing* a battle, fled, 
with Darruk • Dafs Rhatoree, towards Dekkan. Khan Jehaun, 
upon this inteUigence, marched from the city at twelve o’clock at 
night, and on the road received a letter from the fojedaur of Bug- 
gellana, informing’him, that Akber had gone by that way to Gool- 
^unabad, and the khan, on his arrival there, found that he had 
only one day before pafled and entered Kokun by the road of Ter- 
rung} upon which, being difappointed of overtaking, the fugitives, 
he retreated to Ahrungabad, and difpatched the news to court: but 
it was afterwards neprefented, that Khan Jehaun was negligent in 
the purfuit, and might have taken the prince, if he had chofen. 
Sambah, efteeming Akber's coming as a fortunate circumftance, 
received him.wifh the refpedt due to his rank, and gave him a 
fuitable refidence near the fort of Khuhia, on the fea coaft. He 
appointed extenflve hunting grounds for his amufement, prefented 
VoL. II. I 
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hip3 iJaily with money to j>ay fix hundred cavaliy, his followers, and 
Qhce a week, regulwly, vifited him, always obferving a 'proper 
deference to his dignity, as one the imperial princes, 

t * 

Dulput Roy, who had been detached to ,‘punifli the Mharattas, 
returned after his campaign to Aurufagabad, when an extraordinary 
and dangerous affair occurred to him. It appeared that a fervant of 
Sambah's, having taken a houfe in Begum Porah, fecretly levied 
foldiers and bought arms for the feryice of the rebel prince, This 
intelligence was conveyed to Khan Jehaun, who difpatched a guard 
to feize the accufed perfoni and it happened that, Dulput Roy 
paffing at the time, he ran through the crowd"of his attendants, and 
got clear off. Khan Jehaun’s people avowed that th^ had taken 
the man, and that the roy's followers jhad feized hiin from them by 
force i upon which the khan fent to demand him of the roy i but 
he, who had not the leafl knowledge of the affair, went to Khan 
Jehaun, and related his innocence of the charge. Khan Jehaun flill 
relying on the declaration of his own people, wais offended } and 
the roy,* finding argument of no avail, left him in a paflion. 
Two days afterwards, the khan determined to fend a .force to fearch 
for the offender j but all the Bondelas in the city, hearing of his 
intentions, joined Dulput Roy, who refolved to oppofe /uch indig¬ 
nity; upoa which Khan Jehaun defifted: but* being exceedingly 
enraged, reprefented the affair to court, as did alfo Dulput Roy, 
The emperor gracioufly obferved, on hearing both ‘fides of the 
queftion, that the roy was an ancient imperial fervant, incapable of 
fuch treacherous behaviour, and ordered him to join the prince 
Mahummud Mauzim, who was again appointed to govern in Dek- 
kan. 

Khan Jehaun, at the breaking up of the rains, marched to 
Bahadur Ghur, and the prince arrived at Aurungabad, Houflun 
All Khan was .detached with an aimf for the ^unifhmeiit of the 

Mharattas 
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Mharattas and conqueft of Koktm, and Dulput Roy ordered along 
with hirA. Many fcvtre engagements were fought in this expedi¬ 
tion, in which the roy performed fignal fervices. Jadoo Roy Dek- 
kanee, an ameer of three thouYand, was killed, and Jagdeo Roy, 
his grandfon, promoted to his rank. Khan Jehaun, leaving his 
at Bahadur Ghur, purfued the enemy whenever he heard 
of their entering the royal territories. 

* 

In the beginning of this year, HoulTun Ali was detached for the 
punifhment of the^lharattas by the way of Porundeh. Kifhen Sing, 
the grandfon of the late Mirza Raja Jey Sing Sewai, Who, throwing 
afide the* manners of She Raajepootes, imitated thofe of the Moguls, 
was killed m a drunken quarrel for a dancing girl, near Porundeh, 
by an Afghaun. This year Aurungzebe refolved to extirpate bai»- 
bajee, and began his march from Ajmeer towards Dekkan. Dulput 
Roy was promoted to the rank of fix hundred by the royal fevour. 

The emperor* after remaining fome time at Boorahanpore, 
moved with a vaft army into Dekkan, ’ and arrived at Aurangabad. 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim Shaw, widi Dilleer Khan Afghaun, 
was detached to Ahmednuggur. Shaub ad Dien Khan, fon of 
•Koollich Ivhan, fuddur al fuddoor, with Dulput Roy, and other 
imperial officers, were Ordered to befiege the fort of Ramfudje, 
five cofs from Goolffiunabad. Having began their approaches, 
they eredfed upon an eminence near the walls a platform of wood, 
or cavalier, which could contain five hundred men, and was raifed 
ftory upon ftory to fuch a. height, that the foldiers at the top could 
fire mufquetiy at the "befieged within the walls, fo as to prevent 
. them daring to fhew their heads from under cover. Intelligence 
being brought to Aurungzebe, that Sambajee's army had marched 
to raife the fiegC, Khan Jehaun was ordered to canton at Goolfluin- 
abad, in order to be ready to fuccour the ailailants in tMfe of 
neceffity j and he accordingly marched from Bahadur Ghui*. Khan 

I 2 Jehaun 


A. H. 1095, 
A. D. 1683. 


A. H. 1096. 
A/ D. 1684. 



6o 


AURUNGZEBE'g OPERATIONS' IN DEKKAN. 


Jehaun leaving his army, went to pay his refpedts to the emperor 
at Aurungabad, taki/ig with him Runmuft Khan, who, at? his re- 
qucft, was promoted to the title of Bahadur Khan, and fent with a 
detachment againft Kokun.' Shauh'ad Dien Khan was ordered to 
the vicinity of Joneer, where the enemy were ^committing depreda¬ 
tions, and Khan Jehaun to command the liege of Ramfudje, upon 
which place an unfuccefsful aflault was made fome time after, and 
Dulput Roy, with many others, wounded. Dulput was promoted 
to the rank of feven hundred. Mahummud Moraud was honoured 
with the title of khan, and the. office of feeond bukhflii in addition 
■ to. the other polls which he held in Khan Jehaun’^. army. Bahadur 
Khan Runmuft marched towards Kokun, and reprefented to the 
emperor,' that if Khan Jehaun Ihould be Rationed at the pals of 
Mhajah, he could then invade the country. Another alTault was 
made upon the fort of Ramfudje, but it proved unfuccefsful ; upon 
which the fiege was;, rriifed, and the great platform of wood built by 
Shaub ad 6ien it an immenfe expenle, being filled with com- 
bulliblcs, was fet on fire and deftroyed. The belieged upbraided 
the tfoops with cowardice as they retreated, calling out to them to 
flop and cover themfelves with the afhes of their batteiy. 

• 

Bahadur Khan entered Kokun by the pafs of Mhajah; and as 
the incurlions of the enemy were daring near Goolfhunabad, Khan 
Jehaun moved towards that town, upon which the enemy took to 
flight} when leaving his baggage to the charge of Maha Sing Bha- 
doreah, fojedaur of the place, he purfued the fugitives. Orders 
were ilTued to Khan Jehaun to join the prince Moiz ad Dien, eldeft 
fon of the prince Mahummud Mauzim Shaw^Aulum, who had 
marched for the punifhmcnt of the enemy. Accordingly, having 
ordered his baggage from Goolfhunabadi he joined the prince near 
Rampore, on the banks of the Gung, fixteen cofs fromb Aurungabad. 
The prince did him the honour to alight from his horfe at their 
meeting, and embrace him; at hearing which the emperor was 

difpleafed 
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difplcafed, and angrily enquired of Shaw Aulum, why his fon had 
condefcended fo.far from his dignity,' The pripce replied, that the 
emperor Jehaungeer had deigned to honour by the like favour 
Mortiza Khan, after his defeating fultan^Khooferoo. 

The prince Moiz ad Dien,‘after halting fome da3re in tlic vicinity 
of Nabudter, marched to Zuffirabad Bieder j where, on the day of 
his arrival, intelligence was' brought him, that the imperial ele- 
phants and thofe of Shaw Aulum, which had been lent to fodder at, 
Patterree Bacherra, were ,juft attacked by a body of the enemy. 
Khan Jehaun, inliantly leaving the prince with the baggage, at the 
fort of Bieder, marchdd; and hearing on the route that the elephants 
were carried off, he quitted the little baggage he then had with 
him, and moved night and day with redoubled Ipeed after the Mhar 
rattas, who fled at his appearance, and he recovered the elephants, 
except a few that were fwiftefl: of foot, which the enemy had fent 
on before them. He did not defift from the purfuit, but leaving 
what he had recovered in charge of the fojedaurs .of' the diftridts, 
marched on, and near the borders of Terk Chandeh recovered the 
remainder from the Mharattas; after which he returned to within 
four cofs of Zuffirabad, and fending for his baggage, encamped on 
the banks of the tank of Kamfeaneh. The troops in tliis march 
experienced numerous hardffiips, and even Khan Jehaan was with¬ 
out his tent and proper provifions. Nunabers of the foldiers fell 
behind, fatigued, at every place on the route, and were not able to 
join for fome time after. 

His majefty being difplcafed witia the conduiS of Mahummud 
Azim Shaw, who had been fent to Ahmednuggur, he wa? ordered 
’ to the. prefence with X>illecr Khan; but he delayed his departure, 
and did. not yaoye to court until after repeated commands i upon 
which Dilleer Khan incurred the royal difpleafure. On the ^v;Jy, a 
furious elephant broke thrt&ugh the ranks, and ran towards the 

prince’s 
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prince’s palanquin, but was luckily put to death without hurting his 
perfon. The prince Shaw Aulum was ordered wjth an army into 
Kokun, to reduce the Mharatta fortrelTes on the fea coaft. A 
plague, which had feldom happened either in Dekkan or Khan- 
dcflie, occurred this year in both cOuntriey*^ and carried off fuch 
numbers, that many large towns were depopulated. ' 

h. 1097. The prince Mahummud Moiz ad Dien attended his lather, Shaw 

D. 1685. .Aulum, to Kokun, which he entefed by the way. of Ramdirrah; 
but the countiy in that part being but ttihly cultivated, fupplies of 
providons foon grew Ihort, upon which the prince moved to the fea 
coaft, and the emperor iilued orders for'provilions to be conveyed by 
fliipping to Dunda Rajapore, near Bombay, but they could not 
bring fufficient, and famine prevailing in the prince’s camp, num¬ 
bers died through mere want of food. Khan Jehaun moved from 
the tank of Kamfeaneh to Buggulkote, where he halted for fome 
time, and then • went againft the fort of Mulluknehur, of little 
ftrength, which he carried by ftorm in two days, ilimmut Khan 
and Raja Jeflwunt Sing Bondela headed the affault. Khan Jehaun 
at the approach of the rainy feafon, having cantoned his army at 
Bukkrum Bullee, twelve cofs from Zuffirabad, went himfelf to re- 
fide at Koolburga. Juggut Sing, fon of Mukkund Sing Harrah, an 
ameer of two thoufand, died, and, as he had no fon, his country 
was given to his uncle’s fon Kifhoor Sing. Sha.^|^ ad Dien Khan 
and Raow Dulput Sing, having entered Kokun, had an adlion with 
San^bah at Nizampore, and having defeated him, plundered the 
place of his refidcnce j in reward for which fervice, the emperor 
conferred on the former the title of Ghazi ad ‘Dien Khan Bahadur, 
and promoted the latter to .the munfub of one thoufand, calling 
them to his prefence; after wliich he detached them ^inft the' 
fort of Joneer. . ■ 


Dillecr 
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Dilleer JWiaa A%hatt», an anaeer .of .five thoufand, who had 
won th^ prize of military fame and epndu<St from all the cotemporary 
nobles, and fufly underftojod the modes and* policy of Dekkan, 
where in his operations he was generally yidorious; upon feeing 
new amras preferred the pmperor over his head, and that what 
he rcgrefentcd out of dui^ was but Ijttle attended to, grew weary 
of the world, and died from vexation and dilappointment. In the 
time of his youth he had a remarkable appetite and ftrength of 
body, and in his old ajje was blefied with good health. ‘ Upon his 
death the emperor confifqated his fortune, which he fuppofed im- 
onenfe; but it n^t anfwering his expeftations,. he confined Peere 
Mahummud, his fecrotary, in order to inveftigate the caufe, who 
would not inform, though put to the torture. At \ength he was 
releafed. 


• _ . ■' 

The prince Shaw Aulum had reprefented repeatedly to the 

?mperor, that from the inclemency of the air ihKokun, a'plague 
bad broke out in his camp, which defb'oyed great numbers, and 
he dUtrefs for provifions was excefiive ; upon which a freih army, 
under Roh Opllah Khan, was difpatch^d to efcort the prince to 
:ourt. Aurungzebe marched from Aurungabad With the grand 
:amp to Ahniednuggur. ^ Khan Jefiaun, who had purfued a body 
jf the enemy to Slingoulah, met Roh OoUah Khan on his march, 
md they accompanied each other as ,far as Ramdirrah. Khan 
Jehaun afterwards encamped, by the imperial commands, near the 
town of Annunderee, only feventeqn cofs from Beejapore. The 
prince Shaw Aulum returned through the pafs of Ramdirrah in his 
way to court. IVloA of his cavalry had loft their horfes, and the 
greateft part of the army were op foot for want of conveyance, as 
the Mharattas, with the ficknefs and fiimine, had made the greateft 
bavock amon^ tljem. ’ Khan Jehaun paid his refpedls, and, having 
fupplied the. prince with all neceffaries, tbok his leave j then poft- 
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ing a detachment in charge of Annunderee, cantoned his army, 
according to orders from the emperor, at Almillah. o * 

p 

Several of the amras attendant-on the court, on account of the 
walle of their jaghires in the foubahs. of l^ekkan, now received 
falaries in lieu; and the great officers, who from * the fame^ caufc 
alfo were become diftrelTed, opened their hands to the receipt ol 
bribes, notwitliftanding the politive injunctions of the emperor to 
^the contrary; they alfo extorted money, under the pretence of fees 
for forwarding the views of expedtants at court; fo that the iin- 
peridl fervice now became but of little advant%e, except to the 
civil othcers of high rank, and their greedy deputies. 

V »■ 

^ Serdar Khan, an Afgliaun munfubdar, hired a number of ban¬ 
ditti, and made a practice of fending them to rob j but being foor 
detected, he was puniflied with death, and his effeCls confifeated. 

<$ 

D. Jogg. Khan Jehaun. having quited his cantonments at Almillah, en- 

D. J687. camped on the‘banks of the Beemrah, and detached Sippedar Khan 

and Dilleer Hin-'mut towards Koolburga to punifh the Pinderras j 

which having done, they returned. Orders arrived to ftation Dilleei 

Himmut again near Koolburga, to prevent them from crofling the 

Beemrah; but he died foon after his match, arid was fucceeded^ in 

command by Jaun Miffaur Khan, fon of Collinder Khan. 

» 

« 

Orders were fent to Khan Jehaun to march to Ruflbolpore, anc 
flop the communication with Beejapore on that quarter, while Roll 
Oollah Khan blocked it up on the fide of Shawpore: but, prior tc 
the arrival of thefe indmClions, Roh Oollah Khan l^ad encamped ai 
KulToolporc, and Khan Jehaun at Taktannah j fo that they me 
together, .and, upon the arrival of a farther order, the latter en- 
camped at Shawpore. 


Ai 
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As the emperor had determined to attack Hyderabad and Beeja- 
pore. Aft moved with the grand camp from ^hmednuggur to Sho- 
lapore, and appointed lyed Zein-al-abid-Dien kelladaar of the former 
city. The enemy, fuddenly ctollcdling/ attempted a furprize; but 
the fyed, being tim^Jy advifed, was on his guard, and defeated 
their.enterprizS. Ghazi ad Dien Khan, being recalled from Joneer, 
was fent to protedt Ahmednuggur, and Dulpuj: Roy was now pro¬ 
moted to the rank of one thoufand three hundred. 

Khan Jehaun was nov ordered to Hyderabad, and Roh OoIIali 
Khan to march for the fiege of Beejapore, where the prince 'Shaw 
Azim was alfo fent Vith a powerful army. The king of Hyder¬ 
abad hearing of Khan Jehaun’s approach, fent Mahummud Ibrahim, 
the chief of his nobility, to oppofe him with feventy thoufand horfe, 
Skirmifhes occurred between them for many days j but as Khaii 
fehaun had but a fmall force compared with the enemy’s, he durll 
not hazard a general engagement j therefore, Ipving throw'ii up 
entrenchments round his camp, he communicated his lituation to 
the emperor. The prince Shaw Aulum was difj)atched with a 
reinforcement. to his affillance, and orders given for Beheramund 
Khan and Eaticaud Khan to attend him part of the w’ay. The prince 
having reached Mulkneher, put his baggage under charge of Jaun 
I^iffaur Khan, and’marchpd with his troops in order of battle towards 
the entrenchments of Khan Jehaun. The Hyderabadeans made a 
charge in diflFerent quarters, but in vain; and in the evening the 
prince joined the camp, where it had rained fo hard, that it was 
impoflible to pitch the great tents; and the prince, with his wives, 
was obliged to put.up with a very fmall one. Khan Jehaun, who 
was fituated conveniently, fent drelTed provifions for his family and 
all the amras who attended him. After three days, the prince and 
Khan Jehaun advanced; and, as is the cuftom with the Dekkaa 
troops, the Hyderabad army made falfe attacks on all lidcs of the 
line. This continued for fewr days, after which Beheramujid Khan 
VoL. n. K ’ and 
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and Eaticaud Khan returned to the prefence. Orders arrrived tliat 
the treafiiry officers of Khan Jehaun’s army fl-iould alfo aft' as fuch 
to the prince. Eeruch Khan, an ameer of two thoufand five hun¬ 
dred, an excellent officer, of great 'experience, was much in the 
efieem of Khan Jehaun, who always placed hjm near his own per- 
fon in the field. During this march, Eeruch Khan’s elephant, 
frightened at the noife of a rocket, ran away. TJie driver ufed 
every endeavour to turn him, but in vain ; fo tliat the khan was 
tpken jM'ifoner, hut died ffiortly after. He was much regretted by 
his followers, who were all treated by him as brethren. The khan 
was generous, not only to his friends, but to all, being ever ready 
to ferve a petitioner ; fo that his good name wds univerfal. lie ex¬ 
celled moft of the greater amras in the elegant flile of his living, 
apd entertained fervants of the firffi abilities, to whom he allowed 
high pay. His table was always richly and plentifully provided; 
and whenever either acquaintance or travellers pafi'cd near his re- 
fidence, he furnilhed them amply with all neceflaries, treating al] 
with that attention due to their tiuality. If a merchant came to him 
from Perfia, or any other diftant part, he generally kept him with 
him fome days, bought his whole cargo, and difmified him with 
many favours. His mind was truly noble, and he died univerfally 
lamented. Himmut Khan Bahadur, Raja Jelfwunt Sing Bondclaj 
with the commander of artillery, Aga Ali'-Khan Roomec, making 
a charge upon a large body of the enemy, who were croffing a long 
fwamp of rice fields, two of their principal officers were taken 
prifoners by the raja’s followers. ’The ikme day, Mahummud 
Ibrahim, who commanded the Hyderabad army, fled unexpeftedly 
to the city ; and from that day the euemy’s fofees dilappeared al¬ 
together, and the royal army purfued their route. clofe to Hyderabad 
by repeated marches. The Dekkanees accufed Mahummud Ibra- 
liim of treachery, exclaiming, that if he had doru: his duty, the 
imperial troops could never have advanced. 


The 
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Tlie king, not thinking it fafe to remain longer in the city, fhut 
himfelf 'Up in the fort of Golconda, though Madna Pundit, his 
prime miniller, carneftly entreated him to the contrary j obl'ervine, 
tint it would be better to retire to Warunkul, or fome otlier fort, 
from whence he miljht with eafe fuccour Golcoiida, in cafe the 
imperial troopS fliould lit doWn before it; whereas lie would, by 
fliutting himfelf up in it, be totally cut off from refources. Abou 
HoulTun would not lilten to this reafonable advice, and thus clofcd 
upon himfelf the gates of adverlity. 

Mahummud ihrahim, the general, confulting his. own intbrefl^, 
came over to Khan*Jchaun, and was introduced by him to the 
prince, who received him gracioufly, and recommended him for 
promotion in the imperial fervice. Akka Ali w'as fent to guard the 
city of Hyderabad, and aflure tlie inhabitants of protedlionj but 
moll of thofe who were able to procure conveyance for their fami¬ 
lies and effedts, had retired into the fort of Golconda, while the 
remainder tlayed terrified in their houfes, cxpedling their fate. The 
next day the prince fent his own followers to gutird the city, but 
they extended .their hands to plunder. The houfe of Madna Pundit, 
the miniller, was robbed of goods beyond all account, and flripped 
even to tlie frames of the doors and windows. So many new tents 
were found in it, lhat, immediately after, an old one was not to be 
fecn in the prince’s camp. The king’s palace was alfo plundered in 
a great degree •, .but, after two days, the charge was given to Khan 
Jehaun, who reftored order, and colledled fome property for the 
emperor’s account; but if all the plunder had been thus taken care 
of, it would have .amounted to an immenfc value. Though the 
emperor repeatedly wrote, that when he bad plundered this city, 
before his acceffion to the throne, large fums were found in the 
ceilings of a^arjments, and infilled on all being preferved for Iiis 
ufe with the utmofl rigour, yet no one regarded the imperial order, 
and many of the firll houfei were plundered by the troops. 

K z Mahummud 
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Mahummud Ibrahim being one of the creatures of Madna Pundit, 
that minifk-r \vas fufpedled of having perfuaded him to go over to 
the imjicrial army, and of intending to follow himfelf. It was faid 
tli.1t the reafon of his advifing the king not to take refuge in Gol- 
conda, was, that he might have an opportunity of betraying him 
into the emperor's hands. Abou Houflun had, on appointing Madna 
Pundit prime minifter, taken a folemn oath, that he would not 
attend to what any perfons might fay againft Jiim, and therefore he 
did not liften to thcfe infinuations: but the'officers, who hated 
Madna, at the infligation of the king’s mother in law, widow of 
the late fultaij, affaffinated him as he was going into tlie king’s 
prefence, and cutting off his head fent it to tho' prince Shaw Alilum, 
with a melTage, importing, that it had belonged to him, to whom 
oijly, all the infolencc and difrepedt fhewn to the emperor was 
owing, for which he had at laft met his deferts. 

Abou Houffun, who had committed to Madna all his power, 
and contented himfelf with the pageantry of royalty, being by his 
death left without an advifer on whom he could rely, immediately 
made rcquefls for peace, and promifes of a very valuable offering. 

The prince Shaw Aulum now moved his quarters into an exten¬ 
sive garden near the fort, where Abou Houffun had built a Iplendid 
palace, in Avhich the prince took up his own refidence. "When the 
news of the fall of Hyderabad reached the emperor, as a mark of 
his ftivour he fent jewels, elephants, horfes and dreffes for Shaw 
Aulum and the amras, under the care of Abd al Kerreem, keeper 
of the oratory, and other chiefs j who upon their arrival at Momin 
Puttcah, not far from the city, were furprized, plundered, and taken 
prifoners, by fhekh Munnaje and the Afghauns in the fervice of 
Abou Houffun, not a man efcaping without a vvoupd. The prince 
Shaw Aulum upon this difaffer, fent a meffage to Abou Houffun, 

threatening 
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threatening to flop the negotiations for peace, and take ample 
vengeaneq; for fuch atrocious infults and breach of the truce. 

t 

Abou Iloufllni made numberlefs excufes, declared that the 
attack was not made by his orders, and that he had not the finalleft 
knowledge of it. Me colledted the plundered effedls with much 
care, and fent them with the wounded prifoners to the prince, pro- 
mifing, if he would grant him peace, to make an offering of 
* two corores of rupees* in treafure and effe<5ts, which he would col- 
ledl and pay, whenever the prince flaould move from the city to • 

Koehr. * ’ 

« 

O 

Shaw Aulum forwarded his petition to court, and it meeting 
with the emperor’s approbation, Momin Khan was left to receive 
the money, and the prince retreated. Aurungzebe was difpleafed* 
at tlie great force his fon and Khan Jehaun kept about their perfons, 
and the plunder of the city and the king’s palace not being accounted 
for in the royal treafury. • Calling Khan Jehaun to the prefence, 
he fent him to the government of Lahore, and ^iipatched Syef 
Oollah Khan to order Kullich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, Himmut 
Khan, Mamoor Khan, and fevcral other amras, ^ quit the prince 
immediately, and return to court. Ibrahim Khan, the Hyderabad 
general, was promoted to the title of Maliabut Khan and rank of 
hx thoufand. The prince was ordered to remain at Koehr, till the 
fains Ihould be paid agreeably to the treaty of peace with Abou 
Plouffun. 

The army againfl Beejapore under the prince Azim Shaw had 
repeated adlions with the enemy. Amaun Oollah Khan, fon of 
, Aliverdi Khan, and other Dekkan amras, were killed, and Kiflioor 
Simr Harrah and others wounded. The communication between 
this army and "the imperial camp at Sholaporc being cut off by the 

enemy's 
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enemy’s liorfe, an extreme fcarcity of grain prevailed; fo that a 
" feer of rice fold for eleven rupees, and at even this Qwrbitant 
price was procureJ with the greatefl difficulty. ' Ghazi ad Dion 
Khan, with Dulput Roy Bondela a^id others, were difpatched from 
.‘Miinedauggur to efcort provifions, ftores, and a large fum of money 
to the prince. About five cofs from camp'they were attacked by 
tlic enemy’s army. The khan taking charge of the convoy, Dul- 
piit Roy, Mujahid Khan, and other chiefs, received the enemy, 
and, after a fevere engagement, defeated them, killing about four 
•tlioiifantl foot who could not cfcapc the fury of the enraged Moguls 
and.Raajepootcs. The convoy arrived*fafcly the camp before 
Becjaporc, and provifions again began to be cVeap. Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan was honoured with die additional title of Ferofe Jung, and 
Dulput Roy with that of raow, and the privilege of carrying the 
allum in his train. 

The emperor this year, at a fortunate Inllant, departed with 
llic grand camp From Sholapore to the iiege of Beejapore, and bat¬ 
teries were opq;icd immediately upoji his arrival before the place. 
The prince Akbe**, who had taken refuge with Spinbah, by his 
inftigation, fu[>pgfing the imperial territories undefended by many 
troops, with Darruk Dafs and about ten thouland Mharattas made an 
incurlion from Kokun towards Hindooftanj but the emperor, hav¬ 
ing advice of his intentions, had left Merhummut Khan at Ahmed- 
nuggni', \vho intercepted the rebel prince in the neighbourhood oF 
Chaknch, and defcvited him, after a very obRinate engagement; 
which put an end to his cuterprize, and he retreated again to Sam-* 
bah’s country. Syed Lcffikar Khan and other,amras were left at 
Sholaj-'orc, to guard the heavy baggage of the army and furnilli 
eftca-ts for pro\'ifions to the imperial camp, taticaud Khan, fon 
of juinlat al Moolk Afliid Khan, was detached with a force to 

obferve 
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)bfcrve the enemy’s motions. Bcejapore was now furrounded on 
dl fidesl^and tlip difFcrent flations allotted to the amras. Syed 
Palteli All Khan, reconnoitring too near the ditch, received the 
Sonoiir of martyrdom, and many of his •.followers were wounded. 
Many fkirmiflics occujj^ed on the foraging parties, and the hcfieged 
duly made failles from the town. Raow Dulput was wounded 
in one by an arrow. Syed Lertikar Khan was recalled from Shola- 
nore, and the command given to Eaticaiid Khan. 


The fiegc of Bcejapore .Rill continued, and the beilcged tc op- A. H. nci 
pofe the approaclK'S with great gallantry. The grand powder A. D. 1689 
maga7dne, which was f)laced under ground in the camp, by fome 
accident blew up with a dreadful explofion, which was heard for 
lixty miles. As the country round Bcejapore had been long laid, 
vvaRc and uncultivated, fupplies were cut oft* from the fort, and the 
beiieged at dength became exceedingly diftreRed for provifions. 

Every chance of fuccour was loft, and the foldiers became difatisfied; 
but Rill, in this hopclcfs condition, they gallantly refiRcd. At length, 
feveral breaches being eft'edted, the difpofition of aflault was made 
bv Kouwaum ad Dicn Khan, commander of the imperial artillery. 

The belicged, upon .this, judged it fifeR to capitulate, and requefted 
terms through Ghazi ad Dicn Khan Ferofe Jung; when it was 
fettled, that the young king Secundcr fliould pay his refpccRs to tlie 
eipperor, and his principal officers be exalted to niunfubs. Ferofe 
|ung lent Dulput Raow with a few followers into the fort to bring 
Secunder to his quarters, when he condudted him himfclf to the 
prefence of Aurungzebe, by whom, after paying his compliments, 
lie was allowed to fit* The emperor honoured him with the title of 
khan, beRowed upon him many favours, and allotted tents for his 
•accommodation in the Kuggela Bar. Shcerza Khan was raifed to the 
title of RuRum I^han, Abd al Raooft" to that of Dilleer Khan, and 
both to munfuSs of feven thoufand. Seedees Salim and Jumfiieed 

• were 
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were honoured with titles and the rnunfub of five thouland> and 
all the officers proipoted according to their quality. 


Aurungzebe paffed to view fhe fort, through the breach by 
which the affault was intended to have niade, fitting on a 

.travelling throne, and to the great mofque, where he oflc’cd up 
thankfgivings for his fuccefs. Syed Leftikar Khan was apj'ointcd 
governor of the citadel. Upon an aflonifliingly large piece of 
ordnance was engraved this infeription; “ The pnnee Ma- 
“ hummud Ghazi, in fplendpur like the fun, under whofc um- 
“ brella the world fought a flielter, by the force of his all-tit ilroy- 
ing fabre, in half the winking of an eyte, took f})e ' rnaiter of 
** the field from Nizam Shaw.’’ This cannon, moll j ^ , t!;c 
.largeft ever known, was made by Roomi Khan, an ulTx er of ->:)t 
of the Nizam Shaws, and fell into the hands of full in Mabnnui • 
Beejaporee. The emperor ordered this infeription U; be .1, ind 
the following tQ be put in the Read; “ Shaw AuJi ovge:! 

“ emperor of kings, who rc/lored ju/bVe and cont;n..icd the lovc- 
** reigns of Dekkan, reduced Beejapore. Good fortune on him 
** daily fmiled, and vidlory exclaimed, 1 le hat’n I’uhdaei! tl>e mallei 
** of the field.” In this infeription is couve)'e 1 die date in which 
the fort furrendered. The city and e:ivinn', of Beejapt., c art; upon 
a fine plain without any declivities; the tort probably the largcll in 
the world; and, between it and the city wall, convenient room 
for fifteen thoufand horfe to encamp. Within the citadel was the 
king’s palace, the houfes of the nobility, and large magazines, 
befides many extenfive gardens; and round the whole a deep ditch, 
always well fupplied with water- There were alfo without the 
city very large fuburbs and noble palaces. Sultan Mhamood kept 
on foot one hundred and eighty thoufand horfe, and in liie lunc of 
. Ali Adil Shaw, when the Mirza Raja lay before Beejapore, that 
fultan had not Itfs than eighty thoufand. On the emperor’s taking 
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k, there were not more than two thoufand horfe wifliin it. After 
this vldttiry, the wateiy of the refervoirs and the wells in the fort 
decreafed; the country round remained entirely wake for a great 
(iiftance, and a confiderable part, of the reft was feized by the pin- 
derrahs and zemindarsi who acknowledged no fuperior. About a 
cofs from the city flood once another vaft town, which might be 
called a fccond Bcejapore, named Norufl, and built by Ifmaeel and 
Ibrahim Adil Shaw i but it was now quite depopulated, and ruined 
palaces only remaining, with a thick wall furrounding it, whofe 

Itately gateways were falling to decay. 

• • 

Cafim Khan was appointed fojedaur of Carnatic Beejupore, and 
Chazi wd Dien Khan with other amras fent to reduce the country 
f i Ivderabad. 

The prince Akber, finding nothing more to exped from Sambah, 
took his departure on board a Ihip, with a few attendants, for 
I’crlia, and Darruk Dafs returned to his own country of Marwar, 

Ruftum Khan Beejaporee, who had been promoted, to the rank of 
feven thoufandj^ was detached towards the fort of Sittarra againft 
the Mharattas, who attacked, defeated, and took him prifoner, but 
releafed him oh his'paying a very large fum of money. 

Ghazi ad Dien Khan, and the amras under him, having en- A. H.Tioa 
te’red the Hyderabad territories, laid wafte all parts of it j and the A. D. 1690 
emperor marching from Sholapore with intentions to befiege Gol- 
conda, on the way vifited the forts of Tuldoorg and JCoolburga, alfo 
the tomb of fyed M^ummud Gefoo-derauz. The prince Mahum- 
mud Azira Shaw was detached to Goollhunabad to punifli tlie Mha¬ 
rattas ; and the emperor, having moved by the route of Zuffirabad 
Bieder, at length fat down' before Golconda, and the fiege was 
commenced. *As Abou Houflun had efcaped into the fort, Mahum- 
niud Moraud Klian, the refjdent at Hyderabad, incurred the royal 
VoL. II. L ' difpleafure 
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difpleafure for' having allowed him to do fo, and was degraded from 
his munfub; but reftored fhortly after, at the, interceffion of Affud 
Khan. Ghazi ad D'xen Khan was recalled to the prefence. Shekh 
Nizam Hyderabadee colleftcd an .army to relieve the fort, and 
Raow Dulput being fent againft him, gave him a complete defeat. 
Orders were iffued to attack .a camp of ti'ib befieged which had 
taken fhelter clofe to the ditch. This fervice was performed by 
Mujahid Khan, Kifhoor Sing Harrah, Raow Dulput, and others, 
who plundered it. Kullich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, going too 
clofc to the fort, was killed by a cannon fhot. SkirmiHaes happened 
every day with the enemy, and it rained fo continually, that the 
roads were rendered impaffable i and grain bpcame fo fcarce in the 
carnp, that many of the followers died of Jiunger. 

The emperor, from the reprefentations of the fpies about his 
perfon, entertaining fufpicions of the loyalty of the prince Shaw 
Aulum, privately gave orders for a body of armed men to be drawn 
up in the grand audience tent i and fending for the prince with his 
Ions, commanded Affud Khan to difarm and confine them. They 
were degraded from their ranks in the army, their effedts feized, 
and treated with the fame rigour as common criminals. An aflault 
was made upon the fort by Ghazi ad Dien Khan, iind his majefty 
went in perfon to the batteries to encourage the-affailants; but they 
did not fucceed, the enemy repulfing them with great gallantry. 

At length, after a fiege of feven months, Golconda fell by 
treachery. Abdoolla, a principsd chief and favourite of Abou Houf- 
fun, who had been molt adlive in the defence of the place, being 
gained over by bribes and affurances of high rank in the imperial 
fervice, admitted in the night a body of the Mogul troops, under 
the command of Roh Oollah Khan, into the fortieft. The gar- 
rifon, except a few who were foon. overcome, laid down their arms; 
and the foltan Abou Hpuffun was cfcorted by the prince Azim Shaw to 

the 
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the emperor’s tent. The date of this occurrence is included in the 
following lines: ^ ** Hyderabad was conquered by Aulumgeer, under 
“ the aufpices of the Almighty, fighting for the true faith. He 
“ had the power of Jumfheed, -and the wifdom of Alexander. His 
“ valiant heroes, wit|l pious zeal, tore up infidelity and wickednefs 
**. by .the roottf in Dekkan.” Hyderabad was now named The 
Manfion of Zeal. Cafim Khan was ordered to take charge of this 
part of Carnatic, until a fbjedaur fhould be appointed. The Car- 
natics, now divided between Hyderabad and Beejapore, were for-^ 
merly fubjcdl to the dynaf^ of Ramraaje Carnatic®, once of great 
power and dominion, whofe capital was Beejanuggur, fituated fifty 
cofs from the fortrefs <ff A donee, and one hundred and feventy from 
Bieder ; fi-om which their dominions extended to the fea coaft one 
way, on another to the river Kiftnah, and fome parts to the river 
Beemrah. They kept an army of thirty thoufand horfe, a million 
of infantry, and tlieir wealth’ was beyond enumeration. The laft 
Ramraaje attempting to conquer the territories of*Adil Shaw Beeja* 
poree, Koottub Shaw Hyderabadee, and Nizam Shaw Dowlu- 
tabadee, the three fultans formed an alliance for' their mutual 
fecurity, and, having joined their forces, marched to the’ banks of 
the KHlnah, on the, oppofite fide of which Ramraaje was encamped 
with an innumerable hoft. The alUes crofled the river and attacked 
him. Adil Shaw *was panic-ftruck, but his nobility and troops 
flood firm, and continued with their allies to charge the enemy. 
Ramiaaje, priding himfelfon his vaft fuperiority of numbers, had 
pitched a magnificent canopy, under which he fat upon a throne 
fliining with jewels, to give orders to his troops j but when the 
army of the fultans* broke in upon his line, he removed into a 
palanquin, the bearers of which, being much frightened, threw it 
down, and he was feized by_ Nizam Shaw’s people, and brought 
prifoner to their (ultan ; who cut off his head and fixed it on the 
point of his fpear. The enemy, upon feeing it, took to flight, and 
an immenfe treafurc of money, jewels and effedls, \vith two thou- 
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fand dephants, fell into the hands of the vidtorious * allies, who 
purfued the fugitive^ with great flaughter to ^e walls of Beejanug- 
giir; from whence, after receiving a valuable contribution from the 
late raja’s brother, they retreated, leaving him in pofleffion oftlie 
government. ‘ 


The imperial firmaun was fent to Mohib Ali, Abou Houflun’s 
governor of Carnatic, who had been honoured with the title of 
Ulker Khan and munfub of feven thoufand, to prevent the people 
of the diftrifts from difperftng j and a force was alfo appointed for 
their defence from the prefence. Ifmaeel, Ajeet Naire, and other 
Dekkan officers, with the zemindars, had pkindered him, but dif- 
perfed on the arrival of Mukkerum Khan with the royal troops. 
Bam Kaick, governor of Sunker, dependant upon Beejapore, hav¬ 
ing made his fubmiffions to the emperor, delivered up the place j 
which was new named Nuffemt Ghur. Raja Anoop Sing was 
honoured with the* command, and the rank of five thoufand, but 
died ihortly after. Bam Naick and his fon were promoted to the 
rank of three thouftnd i but they in a little time fled to Wakin 
Kerah, their native place, fix cols from Nuflerut Ghur, and raifed 
difturbances. Mahummud Azim Shaw coming from Goolihuna- 
bad, paid his compliments at court. Shekh I^izanii Hyderabadee 
fubmitting, was honoured with the title, of Klian Zummaun and 
munfub of five thoufand. Meer Houfleinee, a principal officer of 
Abou Houfliin, being raifed to the rank of fix thoufand and title of 
Ali Merdan Khani was appointed to the fojedauiy of Kinjee, de¬ 
pendant on Hyderabad Carnatic; and more nobles were created 
than had ever been in the reign of any tbrmer emperor. Ghazi 
ad Dien Khan was fent with a large army to befiege the fort of 
Adonee, and Raow. Dulput who accompanied him, was promoted 
to the rank of two thoufand one hundred. The khan upon his 
march took fcveral forts belonging to Beejapore, and" one of them, 
Heybut Kerrumna; was named Ferofe Ghur. The fort of Kernok 
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was called Kummemuggur, The prince Mahummu'd Azim Shaw 
was lent* agaiuft Mullukgaum, belonging to Beejapore, which he 
took. 

* • 

Jeflwunt Sing Bondela dying, the zemindary of Oorcha was 
conferred on Bugwunt Bing, his fon, an infant of four years, with 
the title of raja. At this time an epidemical ague raged over all 
Dekkan, of which numbers died; as alfo a great fcarcity of grain. 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan having for fome time blocked up the fort of 
Adonee, Seedee Mufaood delivered it up; and with his family* 
going to the prefeftce, was honoured with the title'of khan‘and 
munfub of feven thoulknd. The emperor now moved from Hyder¬ 
abad by the way of Koolburga to Beejapore. Khan Zuminaun was 
appointed to tlie fojedaury of Kolapore, in the neighbourhood of 
Pernalleh. A peftilence broke out in the camp of Beejapore, raging 
to a great pitch, and many of the ladies of the haram died; upon 
which the emperor moved to Bahadur Ghur. 

The fpies of Khan Zummaun brought him intelligence, that 
Sambah was encamped near the fort of Kalneh, belonging to him, 
about fifteen cols from Pernalleh, in the pafies to Kokun, entirely 
off his guard, 'iinnierfed in debauchery and hard drinking. The 
khan marched immediately, and about daylight next morning fur- 
prized his camp. Sambah, intending to move, had fent olF the 
greatefr part of his attendants with his women on before him, and 
was waiting foy KubkuUuls, his favourite, who was performing his 
devotions, when they were both taken prifoners. Khan Zummaun 
immediately informed the emperor of his fuccefs, who beat the 
march of victory, and difpatched Eaticaud Khan with a confiderable 
army to befiege the fort of Rairee, which had been the capital of 
Sewajee and his fuccellbr. 




Ghazi 
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Ghazi ad Dien Khan after the furrcndcr of the fort of AdoneC; 
came to encamp near Beejapore, where he. was afflidted <\vith th( 
plague; from which he recovered, but with the total lofs of eyelight 
The prince Mahummud .Azim Shaw was difpatched to Loluk- 
kowah, dependant on Joneer in Kokun, add the emperor movec 
to Tummerla, fourteen cofs from Porundeh,^ with the grand jcamp 

\JH. 1103. The emperor moved to Bahadur Ghur, and Khan Zummaur 
\.D. 1691. having brought Sambah to court, orders were given to put wooder 

crowns upon the heads of him and his companions, and, mounting 
theih upon camels, after the manner of criminaf^ in Perfia, to con- 
dud: them to the prefence. The emperor gave thanks to God foi 
having thus put. his enemy in his power, and raifed Khan Zummaur 
to a higher rank, with the tide of Fatteh Jung. Sambah had a rec 
Iiot iron drawn before his eyes j and fome days after was, with his 
favourite Kubkullufs, put to death. The emperor marched from 
Bahadur Ghur to *Buggoreh Gaum, fix cofs from Poonah on the 
banks of the Beemrah. 

4 

Eaticaud Khan fought many fuccefsful battles In Kokun, and 
blocked up Rairee, fo as to diftrefs the inhabitants greatly. Sewa- 
jec’s fecond fon, Rama, after the capture of Sambah, fled with 
fome principal chiefs to Seringapatam, .and f/ed Abdoolla Khan 
Bareah was ordered to purfue him; but Rama, near a fmall fort, 
crofled the river, then very high, with two of his followers, and 
got clear off. About eighty chiefs took Ihelter in the.fort, and fall¬ 
ing into the khan's hands, he was ordered to keep them confined at 
Beejapore. Rama ftiut himfelf up in the fort of Jinjee. Wojch ad 
Dien, the fon of Syed Lelhkar Khan, who commanded as his 
father’s deputy in Beejapore, not attending ftridtly to his prifoners, 
they made their efcape, by the connivance of his fervants, and 
rejoining their brethren, foon raifed difturbanccs. A few, who in 
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leaping from the walls had broken their limbs* were fetaken under 
tlie prifoa, and fecured., 

Roh Oollah Khan, agreeably .to the royal inflrudlions, moved to 
Pernalleh, with an ofFes of terms to the inhabitants, but they would 
not deliver up the place*; upon which he returned, and marched to 
punidi *the . Mharattas round Rhamutpore, and the fort of Sittarra, 
in the country on the banks of the Kiftnah, which is within the 
Beejapore boundaries. Orders were fent him to leave the army with 
Khan Zummaun, who had been difpatched to command it, and 
return to the prefenee. 

0 

Eaticaud Khan having taken Rairee, and Saooh, the infant fon 
of Sambah, with his wives and thofe of Rama, was exalted by the 
tide of Zoolfeccar Khan and the privilege of uiing the * maeh * 
meratib, which he had taken belonging to Sambah. The infant 
Saooh w.as honoured with the title of raja, and a* place within the 
Ruggelah Bar allotted for his refidence. About tlii’s time prepara¬ 
tions were made for fending off the heavy baggage to Aurungabad, 
and it was reported that the emperor would return to Agra or 
Dhely; but news arriving, that a Finder . chief, named Eeluck, 
haying colle<aed together a numerous rabble, had taken Ferofe- 
nuggur, Roh Oollak Khan was detached to that quarter, and all 
thoughts of moving to Aurungabad were laid afide. The khan 
* mirched with all fpeed, and Raow Dulput, who was then kella- 
uaar of Adonee, hearing of the difturbance, fent Hafiz Morad Khan, 
a principal officer of his own, with a confiderable force, who de¬ 
feated the rebels; but, as he had no ncceflaries for a fiegc, he 
encamped at a little diftance from the fort, where he was joined 
■yvith a reinforcement, and fome cannon, under Summunder Khan, 
governor of Koolburga. Roh Oollah Khan commenced the liege 
immediately omhiSi arrival. 

Ra}a 

• A flandard, on the point of w?uch h a gilt fifh. 
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Raja Bug^vunt Sing Bondcla dying, there remained no one of 
the family of rajas Shujan Sing or Inder Sing to fuccecd him; 
upon which the rahnee Amir Koor, grandmother' to the deceafed 
prince, placed in the raaje Oodut^Sing, who was defeended from 
Mudhoker Saw, father to Raja Ber Sing Deo, which was approved 
of by the emperor, who conferred on him‘me title of raja, and a 
fuitable munfub. 

When the emperor heard of Rama’s being arrived at jinjee, he 
immediately difpatched Zoolfeccar Khan to befiege that place. 
Roh Oollah Khan, having by ftratagem forced Eeluck to leave 
Ferofenuggur, took pofleffion of the place, .and then purfued him 
to a great diftance. Upon his flying near Hyderabad, he was 
ieized by the fbjedaur, and put to death. 

« 

Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived at Korumeundah, lixty cofs 
from Jinjee, was ‘attacked by a large army of the Mharattas, under 
Ifmaeel Mukh, ‘ Ajeet Naire, and other 2eraindars; and though he 
had but a fma^l force compared to the enemy’s, yet relying on the 
imperial aufpiccs, he engaged, and giving them a complete over¬ 
throw, marched on towards Jinjee in triumph, taking feveral forts 
belonging to the enemy on the way. 

1105. The emperor encamped at Kalkulla, fixteen cofr from Korcc 
fV. D. 1693. difpatched Jumlat al Moolk to the afliftance of Zool¬ 

feccar Khan, who was furrounded by the Mharattas near Jinjee. 
Several of the new Dckkan amras had deferted from him to Rama, 
and the fcarcity of provifions in his camp w^ grown to the moil 
alarming pitch. Syed Leftikar Khan, upon this intelligence, was 
ordered with treafure from the prefence and a large‘fupply 
provifions to join Jumlat al Moedk AlTud Khan, upon whofe arrival 
the army experienced Ibme relief. . Zoolfeccar *hafving given the 
charge of his camp to Alimerdan ^Khan, fojedaur of Kinjee, 

marched 
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marched fixty cofs into the territories of Tritchinopoly and Tan- 
jore, from the isemindars of which he collcded confiderable con¬ 
tributions, and then returned, after gaining fcvcral advantages over 
the Mharattas. 

I 

Khan Jehaun Bahadur being called from HindooAan, was gra- 
cioufly received by the emperor, with whom he interceded for the 
Mharatta chiefs, who had fent their vaqueels to him defiring his 
mediation, and to be allowed to make their fubmilfions; upon 
which he was empowered to give them alTurances under his own 
feal, and fent his fon’ Himmut Khan Bahadur to bring Suntah Ghore- 
ra, Dhunnah Jaddo, ard others, to the prefence, but they would not 
confent to this, being fearful of treachery. Himmut Khan returned 
without cfFetSiling any thing, much to the vexation of his fiithcr, 
who felt himfelf difgraced by being unable to fulfil his promife to 
the emperor. 

1 

V 

Ifmaeel Mukh, comtminder of the Dekkanees in Carnatic Hy* 
derabad, having made his fubmifiions to Zoolfeccat' Khan, whom 
he joined with his relations and followers, was at his requefi ho¬ 
noured with the rank of five thoufand and the title of khan, and 
proportionate rewards were bellowed on the reft. Aject Nairc 
joined Rama in the fort of Jinjee. 

Raow Dulput having refigned the government of the fort of 
Adonee, named by Auningzebe, Imteauz Ghur, Was fent with his 
followers as for as Sholapore to efcort the prince Bedar Bukht, eldeft 
fon of Azim Shaw, who was on his return from the liege of Sinlin- 
nee, in the Jaut country, near Agra. Being arrived at Bhome, he 
heard that the Mharattas had blocked up the road, having plundered 
Maleegaum, and put many of the inhabitants and travellers to 
death ; upon which he fecured his baggage in a fort, and marched 
in purfuit. Mamoor Khan, • fon of Dillccr Khan, joined liim on 
VoL. II. M 
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the route, and they came up with the enemy near Tuljapore. The 
Mharattas were full twelve thoufand, and Dulput Roy’s <?orce not 
more than eight hundred ; but he had fome artillery, with which 
he made great (laughter among the enemy, who fled on the fall 
of fome of their chiefs. A detachment frcjm the prefence being 
fent to watch them, Raow Dulput marched to Sholapore and met the 
prince, whom he conduded to the emperor. He was now ordered 
to efcort the Perflan ambaflador from the imperial camp to Aurung- 
abad; which having done, he returned, and was joined by a vaft 
number of all ranks, who had been waiting at that city for an efcort 
to the grand army. Being arrived near Dewaf(?e, intelligence was 
brought him, that a large body of the enemy was approaching' with 
the hopes of plunder j upon which he left his convoy in a place of 
fecurity, and advancing with the troops, forced the enemy to en¬ 
gage, and gave them a total defeat, taking prifoner the chief, 
Lukko Sindia, with feveral other perfons of rank. A valuable 
plunder fell into his hands. ■ For this fervice, the emperor was 
pleafed to reftore the five hundred to his munfub, which he had 
taken off on hft refigning the kelladaree of Adonee. The Mharattas 
were now become fo impreffed by his gallantry, that they ever 
after fled on hearing of his approach. He was next commanded 
to efcort a fupply of treafure, arrived at Aurungabad from the 
inner provinces, which he fuccefsfully perfornled. This year the 
emperor ordered a magnificent palace to be eredted near Aurung¬ 
abad, on the banks of the great refervoir. 

A. H. 1106. Raow Dulput having brought the trerfiare from Aurungabad, 

A. D, 1694. notwithftanding the hourly intelligence of the fuperiority of the 

enemy, arrived fafely at Sholapore. Agreeably to the imperial 
orders, he gave a muffer of nine hundred excellent horfe above his 
compliment, whom he had called from his own Ja^hire to attend 
him i but though they did not meet with encouragement from his 
majefty, yet regarding his own reputation on the frequent fervices 

upon 
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upon which he was ordered, he chofe to be at*the additional 
expenfe*^of maintaining them out of his private revenue. 

Beheraniund Khan at Porandch, bearing that the Mharattas 
had marched towards Toomree, left his baggage at the former 
placcj and moved by'forced marches to purfue them; but meeting 
with Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who was detached on this fervice, he 
returned to his camp. 

The prince Mahumnjud Kaum Bukhfh moving with a large 
army, to befiege the fort of Wakin Kerah, was joined by Dtilput 
Raow, and on their Arrival before the place, after a very fatiguing 
march in the height of the rains, the fiege was commenced. 
Skirmifties happened with the enemy’s troops every day. 

As the liege of Jinjee had lingered to a great length, many of 
the Mharatta nuinfubdars deferted to Rama, ahd^ a vaft army was 
advancing to relieve the place. Notwithftanding Jumlat al Moolk 
was at Gurpah with a great force, orders were feilt to the prince, 
to leave Roh Oollah Khan for the liege of Wakin Kerah, to march 
himfelf with all fpeed to Gurpah, and to difpatch Raow Dulput 
with treafure and five thoufand horfe from thence to Jinjee to aliill 
Zoolfeccar Khan. * 

Roh Oollah Khan took command of the fiege, and the prince 
marched for Jinjee by Kernole to Gurpah. Between Kernolc and 
Nudeall, where the road runs clofe under a range of mountains, 
were feeii the inhabitants of them, a wild people, whofe language 
is, not in the lead underllood by the people of the villages below. 
Their common food is honey, the roots of trees, plants, and the 
flelh of animals, caught in hunting. They are exceedingly black, 
with long hair on every part of their bodies, and on their Jieads 
wore caps made of the l«aves of trees. Each man had \vith him 

M 2 unliarbed 
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unbsrbed arrows and a bow for hunting. They moleft no onc^ 
and live in caverns, or under the fhady branches of trees: The 
prince prefented foific of them with gold and filver, but they did 
not fcem to put any value upon cither, being quite unconcerned at 
receiving it. Upon the firing of a fmall gun they darted up the 
mountains with a furprizing fwiftnefs, uncommon to man. 

On the prince’s arrival at Gurpah, Aflud Khan paid his refpedts, 
and joining him with his army, proceeded on to Suddom, which is 
llxty cofs from Jinjee. From this place Raow Dulput was dif- 
patchsd with treafure and a large fupply of proviuons to Zoolfeccar 
Khan. Raow Gopal Sing Chanderout, Malcjee Goherree, Seedee 
Salim Khan, and other chiefs, accompanied him. The route lay 
through a foreft, which had been totally impervious, until it was a 
little cleared by the royal army having cut down many trees and 
removed them. Horfemen pafied with much difficulty, but the 
loaded elephants and camels were reduced to the laft diftrefs. The 
underwood, which was thorny, was fo twined together, as to 
make it impoffiblc to pafs either on the right or left of the road. 
This tedious pafs extended for near forty cofs from Suddum to Kin- 
jee. The laft is one of the feven chief worfliipping places of the 
Hindoos, which are as follow j Ajodeah or Oude, Mutterah, Pyauge 
or Aleabad, Kafce or Banaras, iCinjee, Ontkaporeej and Dowaroutce. 

Thefe feven have a fuperiority above all the other holy places of 
refort. The environs of Kinjec cannot be lefs in extent than ten 
cofs. There are two temples, Seo Kinjee and Biffien Kinjee, die 
walls roujid each of which arc not lefs extenfivc. than the citadel of 
Becjaporc, and within them are innumerable edifices, the colt of 
which cannot be afeertained by guefs. Within the town are many 
Iplcndid temples, and without, round’about it, a great variety. 
The breadth of the town is trifling, being generally one ftrect of 
Ihops, bcliind which are die houfes and»gardens of the inhabitants. 

There 
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There are every way a great variety of tanks, which are all lined 
with ftorfe, and have fteps defcending the whole length of each fide 
from top to bottom. Thefe are called in Hindbeh, Kund Gobind, 
colleftively, but each has a feparate name and feafon appointed for 
bathing in it. The cpurt of Seo Kinjee has been formed into a 
citadeh with ballions ^nd battlements; and in a part of it refides 
the fojedaur. Upon account of the frequent pafilage of troops, who 
commit great excefles, this was but thinly inhabited; but Bilhen 
Kinjee, which is larger, and the cuftoms of it in the receipt of the 
fojedaur, as part of his folary, was populous and fiourilhing, being 
reforted to by numerous pilgrims, who paid a toll for permiifioh to 
perform their devotionJ at the* temples; fo that a great fum is annu^ 
ally colledted. From near the fort of Adonee, to Kcrnole, Kinjee, 
Jinjee, and hence to the fea coaft, there is not a village without a 
temple, dedicated either to Luchmun, or the god Ram. Raow 
Dulput at length having arrived at Kinjee, took with him Ali- 
merdan Khan, the fojedaur of that place, and moved to the fort 
of Bindwaftnee, which is twelve cofs from Jinjee; then marching 
by Velore, a fort equal to Ahmednuggur, reached the neighbour¬ 
hood of Jinjee. As Muttullub Khan, who came with Dulput 
Raow, had an imperial firmaun for Zoolfeccar Khan, that noble¬ 
man advanced to meet it fome difrance from his camp, the foldiers 
of which received new life from the treafure and provifions, having 
long been in extreme want. Zoolfeccar Khan having appointed 
Raow Dulput to the command of his right wing, he went to recon¬ 
noitre round the fort, and the enemy making a fally, the raow 
detached a fmall body, who cut many of them to pieces. 

a 

Roh Oollah Khan, who had returned to the imperial camp 
’after being obliged to raife the fiege of Wakin Kerah, was taken 
dangcroufly ill j, and feeing death approach, fent this verfe to 
Aurungzebe; **• The broken-hearted in the night of abfence, his 
<* life hafrening to the clofe; with what pangs mull he die who 

** cannot 
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“ cannot fee thee !” The emperor repaired to liis houfe withoul 
delay, and on las arrival being anhounccd, the dying chief Exclaim¬ 
ed in verfe, “ With what fatisfaftion does I'lrbjeft quit tin 
“ world, whofe dying moments you cheer with your prefence 1’ 
He expired inftantly after uttering this, an^ the emperor retiree 
much afFcded at. the lofs of fo old and faithful a minifter. Thp date 
of his deatli is included in the following verfes: “ The navoh, the 
“ beams of whofe bounty gladdened the world, when the blafl ol 
“ death extinguifhed the lamp of his life, the heavens wept, and; 

mourning, faid, “ Life hath left the world.” Sippedar Khan, the 
fecond fon of Khan Jehaun, was raifed to the ra/il^ of three thou- 
fand, with the government of the province of‘Aleabad. 


H« H07-8. 
D. 1695-6. 


The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfh, with Jumlat al Moolk 
AlTud Khan, being arrived in the vicinity of Jinjee, Zoolfeccai 
Khan and other amras went to pay their refpefts, and accompany 
his highnefs to theTpot fixed for his encampment. The khan was 
himfelf Rationed oppofite the great gateway of the fort, and a 
rivulet ran through his lines. It was now judged proper to furround 
the place. The camp of the prince and Jumlat al Moolk was fixed 
toward the hill of Solungwerum, near the redoubt of Kiflienghur, 
which joins to tlie fort, about a cofs and a half from. Zoolfeccat 
Khan’s poll, and a trench thrown up round It. Ifmaeel Klian 
Mukh, with others, was polled on the road of Carnatieghur behind 
the fort. Near Shvtaundoch, where was a port by which the be- 
fieged had a communication with the woods, and procured fupplies, 
Kaker Khan was llationcd to pievent them. 


As the enemy frequently al night dillurbed the prince’s camp by 
throwing rockets, Zv«.ifl\car Khan poded a boily of iiis own troops 
as an outpofl, when they ceafed their infolence. ^ Six thouland of 
the enemy made a ftlly from the gale facing the baggage camp, 

» and 
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and were repulfed by Zoolfeccar Khan watlj^Raow Dulput and other 
officers, who purlued t^eni clofe to the gate with great flaughter. The 
prince and AlTud Khan moved nearer to Zoolfeccar Khan, and fyed 
Lclhkar Khan took up their ground. Xhe rains now fet in with 
great fury j grain agai^i became exceedingly fcarce, and the conftant 
duties ^of the fiege be/ond meafure fatiguing to the troops. The 
enemy made a defperate fally from the fort on the poll of Mahum- 
mud Momin, and drove away his troops but, by the timely fuc- 
cour of Dulput Raow, were again repulled with great flaughter. 

At the conclufiogf of the rains, Suntah, Dhunnah, and other chiefs, 
with fifteen thoufand 4 iorfe, advanced for the alliftancc of Rama to 
the rcliefof Jinjeci upon which, as there were not troops futficient 
to keep up the blockade and at the fame time oppofe the enemy in 
the field, it was refolved, before their arrival, to recall leveral of 
the detached polls to the main body. Orders were inflantly dif- 
patched to the different amras for tliis purpofej upon which fyed 
Leflikar Khan and Kaker Khan joined immediately, but Ifmaeel 
Khan Mukh, who was on the other face of the fiJrt, made fome 
delay, and his followers were employed in colledling their baggage 
when Dhunnah arrived. The khan upon this formed his people as 
well as he coufd, ai\d moved towards the camp, but was attacked on 
the march by Dhudnah’s .army and a large body of the enemy from 
the fort, with whom he fuflained a running fight to the pofl of Kaker 
Khan, when night coming on the battle ceafcd, but with the lofs of 
great pari of his men killed and taken prilbners. In the morning, 
the khaii, with his remaining followers, purfuing his route over a 
pafs, was himfelf wounded and taken prifoner, but releafed foou 
after, by the kindnefs of Ajeet Naire on account of former friend- 

’fliip. 

• • 

All communication between the prefence and this army liavmg 
been long flopped, various idle reports of the emperor’s illnefs and 

even 
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even death prevailed. The prince, on account of the advance of 
the enemy from all quarters, thinking or feigning to belfevc fuch 
tales, coniiilted apart with his own fervants, who imprudently gave 
him advice to make term; with the enemy, and, having confined 
Affud ad Dowlah and Zoolfeccar Khan, to aft ijndependantly. Having 
agreed with Rama, the prince refolved to Join him, and fuddenlj 
ordered out his followers and baggage for march ; but Affud Khan 
being informed of this rafh meafure, fent immediate advice of it tc 
Zoolfeccar Khan, alfo a meffage to the prince, requefting to know 
the caufe of his preparing his troops in the night. To this an 
anh?ver was fent back, that he had received 'intelligence of the 
enemy’s intending to make a night attack. *Jumlat al Moolk re¬ 
plied, that the alarm was falfe, and delired that the troops might 
retire to their tents, and only the ufual guards be pofted, as othei 
preparations only ferved to fpread falfe alarms, and difhearten the 
army. 

« 

The prince learning that Affud Khan was upon his guard, and 
had called together the imperial officers, thought proper to difmifs 
his troops, and defer the execution of his plan to another oppor¬ 
tunity. Zoolfeccar Khan being informed by_ his father of the 
prince’s conduft, collefted all his officers, and remained under arms 
during the night. In the morning, after* bunding as many of the 
cannon as could not be carried off from the batteries, he moved 
with all his troops to the grand camp. A body of the enemy from 
the fort, after much cautious reconnoitring, advanced to deftroy 
the works, while another attacked the line on its march. 

Zoolfeccar Khan having joined his frther, a council was held, 
in which it was argued, that if the pripce’s plan fliould take effeft, 
the emperor w’ould be very juftly difpleafed, fo *th^t it would be 
moll advifeable to prevent it by putting the prince under confinlii 
ment. This being agreed upon, Affdd Khan, Zoolfeccar Khan, 

and 
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and other amras, paffing by the audience tent, ahd from thence 
upon rfieir elephant^ within the netting, threw down the fkreens 
of the dewan* khaneh. The prince’s fervanb were alarmed^ and 
the attendants of the mahal fired fome pufquetry. 

The prince, difturbed at the intrufion, came running con- 
fufedly from the fquare of the women’s apartments, when fome 
foot foldiers belonging to Jcllall Khan feizing his hands, brought 
him without his fhoes before Jumlat- al Moolk. DiiJput Raow 
feeing him in this humiliating fituation, immediately rode up, and 
placed him upoii his elephant, feating himfelf behind in the khow- 
afleh. Afllid Khan* now addreffed the prince, telling him that the 
late rumours were falfe, as' the emperor was in health; alfo, that 
he had aded in fuch a .manner as would not only difgrace himfelf, 
but bring fhame upon his grey hairs. Thd enemy by their feints 
kept the camp in conftant alarm all this day. As it was not iafe to 
leave the-prince in his own tents, AlTud Khan* brought him to his, 
and having performed the cuftomary compliments upon his alight¬ 
ing, ordered every thing neceflary for his accommodation. Syed 
Leihkar Khaji was appointed to guard him, and the attendants of 
the mahal were placed feparatcly. 


Intelligence arrived, that Suntah was following Dhunnah, aiiil 
had arrived at Cavereepauk, ten cofs from Kinjee, and that Alimer- 
dan Khan Fojedaur had marched to oppofe him, thinking himfelf 
fuperior. Suntah had a very large force; and, in the adion, a 
numerous body of Ehela foot, which the khan had hired, deferred 
to the enemy, fo.that he was obliged to fly, and attempted to 
regain the poft of Kinjee, but was taken prifoner with many of his 
officers, and all his elephants, camels, horfes, and baggage were 
plundered. 


^OL. 11. 


N 


Suntah 



AURUNGZEBE's OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 


Suntah arrived fliortly after this at Jinjce, and the enemy 
amounted now to twenty thoufand horfe, befidfs the garrifonof the 
place. Of the imperial troops, great part were unavoidably emr 
ployed in guarding the prince and theccharge of the baggage. The 
prince’s followers were difgufted, and would ^ot ftir out of their 
lines, and Maun Sing Rhatoree, an ameer of' two thoufand, with 
fome others, feigning illnefs, lliulked with the baggage. Zool- 
feccar Khan, Dulput Raow, Serafrauz Khan, Fatteh Oollah Khan 
Toorance, Raow Kanoo Mharatta, and fome other chiefs, with 

f ' 

about two thoufand liorie, engaged the enemy and repeatedly de¬ 
feated'them, fo that they could make no impreflioh. 

It 

The fcarcity of grain became now Co great in the camp, as to 
be» intolerable : upon which Zoolfeccar Khan with his brave friends 
marched to procure fupplies at the fort of Bnrdwaftnee, twelve cofs 
from Jinjce, and arrived during the night. The I'ooran Moguls, 
under cover of the, Sark, plundered the corn mercliants, and proper 
order was loft by the impatience of the troops. In the inoi niug, the 
khan colledllng what was left, returned towards the camp. The 
enemy had collefted at Deoee to oppofe him, and attacked on all 
quarters. Raow Dulput on the flank repe.ucdlv lepalfed them, 
aflifted the front when hard prefled, and ofen took tiiarge of tiie 
rear. This night was pafled near Jinjee, und in the morning the 
enemy in great force charged on ail quarters, firing fo quickly, that 
the grain merchants were tlirown into confufion. Their markfmen 
ain.cd chiefly at the amras’ elephants, and many ftiot pafk;d ovjcr 
Raow Dulput, who alfo ufed his matchlock, and wounded fome of 
the enemy’s oflicers. The huILcks witli grain now funk into the 
mud in crofling a fwamp of rice fields, and even the horfe could 
move but with llovvnefs and dilHcuky. The ammunition was 
alfo nearly expended. At this Jundure, moft of .Raow Dulput’s 
cavalry moved to the right, wdiere tvas a found road, and thuai 
became feparated, from the infantry, fo that not above eighty horfe 
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remained round the raow’s elephant. The enemy feeing this, 
detaclftd a party ofi their foot to an eminence near, who fired fo 
quick, that matters became defpcratc. The raow had flopped to help 
the camels and bullocks out of the fwamp, and during this the rell 
of the troops had marched on. The raow, determined to fell his 
life dearly, /l6od firthly, and fhortly after was joined by Serafrauz 
Khan Dckkanee with five or fix tlioufand hoile, when he charged 
the enemy, and drove about twelve thoufand near half a mile j then 
halting till the bullocks were difengageiffroiii the fwamp, he flovvly 
followed the baggage. The firing now be„a:nc lefs frequent, and 
being arrived at a brook, where Ibme fmall pieces of araliery were 
fwamped, the khan fixed to them ilrong ropes, which having put 
round the elephants, they drew them out. The enemy were ap¬ 
palled at fuch gallantry, and went off towards Jinjee. Zooltecqar 
Khan arrived at rfw camp about nightfall, and fully reprefeuted to 
Afliid Khan the raow’s behaviour, on which he conferred many 

The fupply now brought was but finall, and the fcarcity foon 
became again* diflreffing. Some of the followers ventured to the 
enemy’s camp wifb money, and were allowed to buy fufiicient for a 
meal, which they ate on the fpot, but not to bring the iiuallell 
quantity away. 'The enemy from morning till night daily made 
attacks on the camp, in which was now neither provifions, money, 
nor hopes of any fpeedy fuccour, fo that affairs were reduced to 
the laft pitch of diflrefs. At this alarming crifis, Rama, contrary 
to the advice of all his chiefs, propdfed a truce, that the army 
fliould move to Btndwaflnee, when he would prepare a proper 
offering for his majefty. Dulput Raow repeatedly advifed Afiiid 
Khan and Zoolfeccar Khaq againfl compliance, obferving, that it 
could only be attended by dif^ce, and offering to advance thirty 
Hk forty thoufand rupees for the immediate ufo of the troops, it 
being fafer at all events t& wait a few days longer, and expedl 
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relief from the emperor, than make terms. On the other hand, 
all the foldiers, particularly the artillery, declared they wofild not 
remain another day, as they muft inevitably die of hunger; fo that 
AlTud Khan was reduced to«comply with their clamours, and make 
a truce. 

Afliid Khan with the prince moved at twelve o’clock the next 
day, but the horfcs, camels, and other animals of the camp, were 
fo weakened by famine, that they could not take away the baggage, 
great part of which was fet fire to, and much left on the ground. 
The IVlharatta foldiers came’into the camp freely, and feeing great 
quantities of valuable baggage lying about, promifed the owners 
that whatever they left behind Ihould be fafely conveyed to them j 
bpt about a thouland of them followed the army on the march, and 
plundered the ftraggling followers. The exhaufted troops arrived 
in three days at Bindwaftnee, and grain was procured. News now 
arrived that Cafin) Khan was advanced as far as Cavereepauk with 
large fupplies, and that Suntah had marched to attack him, but he 
took timely Ihelter in a fort with his convoy. Zoolfcccar Khan, 
leaving the prince in the fort of Bindwaftnee, marched to Cafiin 
Khan’s afliftance, and brought the fupplies in fi.fety to his camp. 
The^ reports which had prevailed were now happily contradided, 
-'.nd the troops infpired with new confidence. As feveral zemin¬ 
dars had attacked and plundered former convoys on the road, Zool- 
feccar Khan and Cafim Khan, having marched, collefted con- 
fidcrable contributions from them. When the news of the fiege of 
Jinjee being raifed reached him, the emperor was greatly dhplcafed, 
and ordered the prince and Allud Khan to Ms prefence. Great 
favours were conferred on the former, but much coolnefs fltewn to 
the latter. This year a fortification wi^s begun round Begumpore 
at Aurungabad, to proteft it from the Mharattas. . ^ 
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'When Zoolfeccar Khan, upon raifmg the fiege of Jinjee, re- A. II. tiog. 
noved tc^ Bindwaftnee, the enemy poflefled themfelves of feveral A. D. 1697. 
!mall forts. He ‘now marched to regain themi and florming the 
ort of Permacoil, put the garrifon to ^he fword. He after this 
ilfo took many fortifie.^ temples, which abound through both the 
[^arnatjps, and were built in former ages by the rajas, before the 
Vlahummedan conquefls. When he arrived near Tanjore, the 
jemindar of Tritchinopoly fent a confiderable offering, with requefts 
)f affiflance to recover feveral^places which the raja of Tanjore had 
:aken from him. Zoolfeccar Khan complied with tlie requefl, and ' 
obliged the Tanjoree to reftore them. The raja of Tritchinopoly 
tvas an infant, and the*powei of the ftate veiled in his mother, a 
ivoman of great abilities, who conduced affairs with a mafeuline 
:ourage. Here is a fumptuous, temple, built by the .rajas, on the 
3anks of the Caveree, . > 


Zloolfeccar Khan overran Tanjore, took mtfch plunder and a 
very large contribution from the raja ; after which Ke demanded one 
from the zemindar of Palimcote, but he .ufing many evafions, the 
khan befieged the place, which held out, the inhabitants making 
feveral bold fallies, for five days; when Raow Dulput, with the 
lofs of fifty Raajepootes, got pofTeffion of the town, and the polygars 
evacuated the fort by a wicket in the night, but they were intercept¬ 
ed and plundered by the troops. Zoolfeccar Khan, after the cap¬ 
ture of this poll, placed tannas in Annetwaul, and returned to the 
neighbourhood of Jinjee. Having doubts of the fidelity of Ajeet 
Naire, he communicated them to the emperor, who ordered him 
to be put to death j, which was done by llratagem, as he was too 
powerful to be punifhed openly. All his women burnt with him. 
His effeils were plundered by the troops. 


Afiud Khdn was now called to the prefence, and again reflored A. H. nio 
to the imperial favour. Zoolfeccar Khan haviiig fent, under the A. 0.1695 
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charge of S}^ed Kubbeer, the contributions of the zemindars of 
Carnatic to the prefence, was diftinguifhed by promotion ^nd other 
honours. The enSperor with the royal family went to pafs the 
Ramazan at Beejapore, a^^d left the charge of the grand camp to 
Allud Khan. At this time, the wells in theycity of Beejapore dried ' 
up entirely, and the inhabitants were obliged to bring water from 
a diflance. 

The prince Mahummud Mauzim, with his frmily, had long 
'been confined clofely in the Ruggclah Bar, and futfered greatly 
from his fatlier’s difpleafure. Mahummud Azipi Shaw was dan- 
geroufly indifpofed with a dropfy, and fome iH condudl of the prince 
Kaum Bukhlh had caufed him to be kept alfo in ftridl confinement. 
At length the emperor, moved by their diftreffes and paternal af- 
iedtion, ordered the prince’s tents to be pitched without the Rug- 
gelah Bar, and perpiitted them more liberty. After this they were 
gradually reftored'to their jaghires and commands. The prince 
Mahummud Mauzim was honoured with the title of Bahadur Shaw 
and governmeift of Cabul. On taking leave, he was permitted to 
beat the nobut from the royal quarters. Several amras were affo 
fen't with him. The imperial camp moved to Birmahpore, called 
now Iflaumpore, twelve cofs from Sholapore, on the banks of the 
Becmrah river. 

Zoolfeccar Khan befieged the fort of Velore, and had reduced 
the place to great dillrcfs, when Dhunnah and Suntah approached 
with a confidcrable army to its relief. Dhunnah arrived firfr, and 
tlie khan having fent his baggage and women, under charge of 
Raow Dulput, to the fort of Arcot, eight cofs diftant, marched to 
oppofc the enemy who then retired ^to Tirivaddee, where they' 
furrounded Saadutmund Khan Choree, the fojedayr, ^but the khan 
.arriving Ipeedily, gave Dhunnah a complete defeat, after which he 
returned to recommence the fiege. 


Suntah 
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Suntah following Dhunnah, arrived in ’ the Beejaporo Carnatic, 
where CaUm Khan, the. fqjcdaur, joined by Khanehzad Khan and 
Amaun Oollah Khan, prepared to oppofe him j But the zemindars 
joining Suntah, he was greatly fupe-rior to the royalifts. Cafim Khan 
fled to the fort of Dundcore, but there being fcarcc any provilions in 
the plac^, many men, elephants, camels, horfes, and bullocks, began 
to die of hunger. Every hope of relief was cut off j and about a 
month had paffed in this diftrefled fituation, when a capitulation 
was unavoidably entered into. The effetfts, which had efcaped the 
plunder in the field, were all given up to the enemy, and the troops 
came out in a moft wretched and famiihed fituation. Cafinx KhSn 
died during the blockade: the other amras, after recruiting them- 
felves and men at Adonee, moved to the prefence j but tho emperor, 
being much difpleafed, would not admit them to an audience, and 
detached them to various places. Khanehzad Khan was appointed 
kelladaar of Mahummudabad Bieder j SufFfhekun Khan fojedaur of 
Dhamounee; Mahummud Moraud Khan fojedaur" of Godereh in 
Uuzarat; and Ram Chund, fon of Raow Dulput, kelladaar of 
Ghur Nummoonai but he fled from thence to his fatlier’s zemin- 
daree with intention of taking forcible pofleflion; upon which the 
emperor fent orders to the fojedaurs of that quarter, either to take 
him prifoner, or put him to death. 

• 

Suntah after his viftory moved towards jinjee j when Zoolfeccar 
Kh^n marching from Arcot gave him a total defeat near the fort of 
Arnee, Himniut Khan, fon of Khan Jehaun Bahadur, being fent 
to the aid of Khanehzad Khan, was killed by an arrow in an action 
with the enemy, and foon after Khan Jehaun died in the imperial 
camp. Aurungzebe did him the honour of a vifit in his lafl: mo- 
ntents. His fortune wae confifeated to the treafury, but the*amouht 
did not anfwer exppftations. He was a nobleman of tnie dignity; 
and, being the emperor’s fofter brother, thought himfelf fuperior 
to all the other amras. He was expenflvely magnificent in his equi- 


96 


AURUNGZEBE's OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 


pages', hou 'js, and attendants. He ufed great freedom of fpeecli 
with Auningzcbe, who was often difpleafed with his • repartees, 
particularly, when on afking his advice in the affairs of Dekkan, 
lie talked in a free ftrain, of cenfure on the imperial operations. 

\ 

H. nil. This year was employed in purfuing the Mharattas, who plun- 
D. 1699, Jej-gd Dekkan in parties, as far as Ballaghaut, 

II. 1112. Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving his baggage at Arcot, marched to 
D. 1700! collcdt contributions, which he exadled from the zemindars of Tan- 
jote and other diftrids i but they did not fuffice to pay up the troops. 
He then moved near Jinjee, where inteflinv divifions had happened 
among the Mharatta chiefs, which gave Jiopes of taking the place. 

* . 

Dhunnah, having difagreed with Suntah, reprefented to Rama, 
that this chief had ufurped dangerous power, from his large army, 
and had formed'plans of treafon againfl him. Upon this, Rama 
dilpatched Amreet Raow, a chief of much reputation, with his 
own and Dhunnah’s troops, to attack Suntah, who defeated them. 
Rama and Dhunnah retreated to Jinjee, and Sunta,h returned to his 
own country, much difpleafed at their treatment j but he was 
killed in«. lurprize Ihortly after, by the brother in law of Amreet 
Raow, who cut off his head, and fent i^ to th<? emperor. Dhunnah 
now acquired great power among the Mharattas, and formed a 
party with Ram Chund Pundit, Rama’s minifter; but Perfer^, 
another principal Pundit, favoured the caufe of Ranoo, Suntah’s fcn, 
iv:d liis uncle Herjee Hindoo Raow. 

At this time Rama entreated peace on certain conditions, and 
font his fon Kerrun under care of Ram Chund Harrah to Zoolfeccar 
Khan, who forwarded his petition to court, and encamped during 
the rains at Bindwaftnec. The emperor would not'liften to Rama’s 
offers of fubrniffion, but ordered Zoolfeccar Khan to commence the 
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fiege of Jinjee i upon which Kerrun was fent back to his father. 
ZoolfecCar Khan was. honoured by the title of NulTerut Jungj 
upon which he made a great feaft, and conferred rich preients upon 
his officers and troops. . , 


■ N;id!erut Jung marthed, and encamped before Jbjee, of which 
he began the fiege without del 2 y. He himfelf chofe the pod: of 
Soulungwerum, Dulput Raow was Rationed before the gateway 
anci on the back of the fort. Ram Chund Harrah between it and 
Chummar Tungara, a redoubt which was taken by ftorm two days 
after by Daood Khan Punnee. Here was the wicket of Shltaun 
Dooee, and NuOerut* Jung might have taken the fort of Jinjee in 
an inflant if he had chofen to follow his blow by this padage ; but^ 
like many other generals, he wifhed to prolong the war. Indeed 
the total ruin of the Mharatta power might have been effeded 
with eafe many years before,- but the amras delayed on purpofe, and 
fecretly affifled each other to draw out the war* to a never ending 
length, for their own advantage j 'alfo dreading, that when the 
emperor fhould have finally reduced Dekkan, he ^ould carry his 


arms to Candahar and Bulkh, which expeditions were difagreeable 
to the nobility, who did not wifh to encounter the hardfhips of the 
north. * *• 


Rama being alarmed, left his family, and fled to Tanjore. 
Raow Dulput, who was Rationed near the gateway, carried his 
approaches to Kifhcn Ghur, which joins to Jinjee, and was ad¬ 
vanced near the wall, when Zoolfiiccar Khan thought proper to 


recall him to his own poR, and Daood Klian was Rationed at 
Chuttun Ghur. A, perfbn having found out a path which led 
'through the woods into the fort, communicated his difeovery to 
Daood Khan, who went himfelf with fome attendants to furvey it, 
and finding it pafiablc, the Rorm was immediately ordered. Raow 
Dulput with his followers *foon gained the outer, wall in ipite of 
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all oppofition; upon which the bcHeged Hed towards the citadel, 
called Calicotc, but the Raajepootes were too fwift for thSm, and 
put to death great numbers j alfo taking five elephants belonging 
to Rama. The furvivors took refuge in a building called Raujc- 
ghur. The wicket of Shitaun' Ddoee, which'diad been bricked up, 
was now opened, and Zoolfeccar Khan entered with lus people. 

.Hit 

I 

# s 

Daood Khan alfo entered at another part, and the inhabitant! 
Ijcre aiked for quarter, which was granted them, but an immenfi 
plunder fell to the vidors. ^Lama’s family having barricadoec 
tliem'felves in Raujeghur, the ftrongeft part of> Jinjee, entreated 
terms; upon which Zoolfeccar Khan cam^i hhnfelf to the gate, 
and' fent in by a ladder Ram Chund Hurrah to give them afiurancei 
of protedion and good treatment. Palarajuins were fent for the 
women and children, who came out and were faved from violence j 
but one of Rama’s wives, feaYing difhonour, threw herfelf from the 
top of the walK and was daihed to pieces on the rocks below. 
Zoolfeccar Khan remained in the fort to colled the plunder and 
port guards but the other amras returned to their feveral Rations. 
About four thoufand ^omcn and children were takenf, but very few 
‘ fighting men. Jinjee is the general name for th? whole of the for¬ 
tifications, though there are fix forts and a lar^e town, extenlive 
.tanks, groves of cocoanut trees, and gardens. The khan having given 
orders for the repair of the fort and an inveftigation of the private 
paths, appointed Ghuzzunfir Khan kelladaar for the prefent, and 
came out with Rama’s women and children under his own pro¬ 
tedion, to the camp. 

\. H. 1113. This year the imperial camp was overfiowod hy the rifing of the 
\.D.i7oi. Beemrah, and great numbers of people .drowned i but at length his 
majefty penned a devout prayer, which upon being thrown into the 
water, it fell infl:a.ntly. The prince Bahadur Shaw was appointed 
to the government of Cabul. * 
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Zoolfcccar Khan Nuffcrut Jung was called to the prefence A.H.1114. 
Tom Arcot. The cpiperor marched in perfon againft thc enemy, A. 0.1701. 
ind after taking in three days the fort of Buflhnt Gurrah, lat down 
jefore Sittarrah,. a place of great ftrmgth. Bhaow Kifhna, a 
Vlharatta chief, wltl^ fifteen thouiand horfe, crofted the river Ner- 
judda, and after laying wafte Dhamounee and fome other diftridts, 
etreated. This was the firft time that a Mh’aratta chief had ven- 
:ured to extend their depredations acroft the Nerbudda. Ranoo, 

Juntah’s fon, with Harjee Gorereh, commonly called Hindoo 
R-aow, in conjunftion had colledled great riches by their incurfionS, 
ind Rama, at the head of a vafl; body, alfo committed great cxcefles 
n the imperial foubah of Berar. 

Sultan Bedar Bukht was deUched to punifti thefe banditti, alfo 
Zoolfcccar Khan; who, leaving his heavy baggage • Sholapofe, 
net the prince n»r the town of Jarnate, and marched in purfuit of 
Rama, who fled before him, by the road of Porundeh, and croffi;d 
he Bcemrah into his own country. Dhunnah With other clfiefs 
narched for Birmahpore, where was the imperial baggage camp, 
ind had die khan not followed by very quick marches, they would * 
noft probably have plundered it. On the day of his approach they 
led towards Sittarrah Ghur, and being arrived near the royal camp, 
ittempted the plunder of the grand granaries j but Zoolfcccar Khan 
:oming up, gave them a total defeat. The evening of the battle 
Seheramund Khan, meer bukhfhi, joined the khan, and requefted 
hat he would permit him to take the credit of the vidory, in order 
:o give him reputatii^ with the emperor. The khan confented j 
ind accordingly th^ bukhlhi and his followers were honoured with 
he royal thanks and honorary drefles. Some days after, Zoolfeccar 
iChan requefted an audience, and was gracioufly received by the 
smperor, who difpatched him with other amras to obferve the 
:nemy, and l)rpvent tliem ftpm committing excefles on the baggage 
:amp at Birmahpore. On his arrival, he lea'fned that Ouzbuk 
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Khan, with a large convoy of money and provifions, • was arrived at 
Roigurrah, twelve cofs.ofF, but had halted, pot daring to •advance 
through fear of the"^ enemy, who were on the Nyatbh for fo rich a 
prize. The khan upon this m^ched to join him; then leaving the 
baggage under his charge, purfued the enemj^ four and twenty cofs 
•from the morning until nine o’clock at night, not giving them the 
fmalleft refpite or himfelf refrdhment. He then returned, and 
condudting the convoy in fafety to Birmahpore, halted fome time in 
that neighbourhood. 

‘ 

Intelligence arrived that Rama dying of tjie fmall pox, was 
fucceeded by his fon Kerrun, who furvivedrhim but a few days, 
and was fucceeded by his fon Sewa, an infont of only two years, 
under the guardianfhip of Ram Chund Pundit, who took up his 
relidence with his charge in the fortrcfo ^ Kalneh, and was unani- 
moufly obeyed by the other chiefs. Nwerut Jung purfued a body 
of the enemy by Sholapore, and croiTed the Beemrah at Tuljapore, 
into their countt^. 

e 

Ruttun Sing, fon of Gopal Sing, who had been fent by his 
father to manage his zemindaree, kept back the revenues to his own 
ufe; upon which Gopal Sing complained to the emperor, who 
ordered Ruttun Sing to the prefence, hut hd would not obey. 
However after fome time he made his fubmiflions, through Mukh- 
tar Khan, the governor of Malwa, and embraced the Mahummedan 
faith ; which pleafing Aurungzebe, he conferred upon him his fa¬ 
ther’s territories. Gopal Sing being difguftc^J at this, fled from the 
fultan Bedar Bukht’s camp, and endeavoured ta recover his country 
by rebellion; but, not lucceeding, he fought a foelter in the rana 
of Odipore’s dominions. The emperor at this time fhewed hut 
little favour to his faithful and molt ufeful fubjeds the Raajepobtes, 
which greatly cooled their ardour for his fervice. 

I Zoolfeccar 
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Zoolfeccar, after croffing at Tuljapore, purfued the enemy A.H 
(vhereva* the)^ fled, .and had feveral fcvere engagements, in all 
which he was vidlorious. Diflentiems had happ&ned between Dhun- 
tiah and Ranoo; but they now faw it fheir intereft to unite, and 
igreed to meet for a reconciliation, and to form a plan of operations, 
near Koolburga. The^khan, having purfued Dhunnah to the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Tuldoorg, left his baggage at Sholapore, and marched 
towards the town of Monillah, which was the place of conference 
(ixed upon by the two chiefs. Dhunnah upon this ventured to en¬ 
gage, and was defeated. He after this met Ranoo, who brought a 
i^aft body to join jiim, at Firofeabad, eight cofs from Koolburga. 

Being reconciled, the»two chiefs formed a regular caihp,* near the 
ruined fort ofFirofeabad, on the banks of the Beemrah. Zoolfeccar 
Khan, though his force was comparatively finall with that of the 
enemy, which coniifled ojDthirty five thoufand horfe, repeatedly de¬ 
feated them, and, at len^, after a fpace of eight months, they 
were rendered unable to keep the field, and feparating their forces, 
took flieltcr in the woods. After a continuance bf fome months, 
Ranoo went towards Pernalleh, and Dhunnah towards Wakin Kerah. 

The khan, upon intelligence of this, leaving Birmahpore upon his 
right, marched, and encamped near the fort of Mujhunder, be¬ 
longing to the emperor. The rains now fet in, and the horfes, 
Elephants, and camels had been fo harafled by conflant marching 
is to be quite unferviccablc. The khan had in this laft campaign^ 
in marches, countermarches,* and purfuits, moved above two thou¬ 
fand cofs, fo that the whole army was exceflively fatigued. Intel¬ 
ligence now arrived, that a body of the enemy committed depreda¬ 
tions between Birnxihpore and the royal campj upon which the 
emperor ordered the khan to take poft where he thought proper 
between thefe two Rations, to keep open the communication. The 
khan afted accordingly, fhifting his ground from place to place, as 

he faw occafibn, Daood Khan Punnee was detached from him to 

the 
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the fejedauiy of Carnatic Hyderabad, fo that but a very iinaU force 
remained. . * 

The emperor was ftill t^ngaged in befieging the fort of Sittarrah 
Ghur, which yet held out againft his artns with an obftinate bravery, 
and found means to procure daily fupplies by private roads. ^ The 
beiieged alfo made feveral fallies by night on the camp, but were 
always driven back with lofs. 

Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, at length carried 
two mines under a baftion, which were fprung, jind blew up about 
four hundred of the beheged who were flatisned upon the walls of 
the fort; but Terbeut-Khan having, neglefted to give proper infor¬ 
mation to the troops in the (latteries, about three thou&nd of them, 
With feveral chiefs of note, were killed^y the explolion: which 
misfortune brought upon him the royal difpleafure, and the refent- 
ment of the whole army, as eveiy one had loft, a relation or friend. 
The governor of fhe fort, finding it vain to ftand out longer, begged 
quarter i and, at the intcrcefiion of fultan Bedar Bukht, was par¬ 
doned, and promoted to the rank of five thoufand. • The emperor 
named this fort Azim Tarrah; and, after‘fettling a proper garrifon, 
moved to befiege Perlee, another ftrong fortrefs not far diftant. 
Fatteh Oollah Khan was commanded to condlwft the fiege, and 
having found an opportunity df planting wooden ladders on the 
walls, about three hundred Moguls and others were killed in an 
unfuccefsful ftorm j but the enemy loon after fubmitted on capitu¬ 
lation, which was granted by his majefty, at the intercefiion of the 
prince Mahummud Aiim Shaw. This piece* was named by the 
emperor Norufs Tarrah. 

After this, the emperor marched, though in tl^ height of the 
rain.s, which was fo diftrefling to the army, that even many noble¬ 
men were obliged to travel on foot. He halted for fome days at 

. Bhofogurrah, 
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Bhofeguirah, which was new named Iflaum Tarrah; the prince 
Azim Shaw was fent. to Malwa, as the rana had fhewn- figns of 
difaffeftion by giving ihelter to Gopal Sing thanderaowt, and a 
rebellion in that 'quarter was expected, more efpecially as Shujaut 
Klian, the governor of Ajmere, was lately dead, and a new one 
not ye| appointed. Gfaazi ad Dien Khan, who had been fent. to 
corredt the zemindar of Deogur, was recalled to the prefence, and 
the prince ordered to punifli him on his march, l/pon this account 
he halted fome time at Boorahanpore, and was then ordered tq 
take upon hhn the governittent of Guzarat. 

«') 

Dulput Roy was Ifonoured with the command of the advanced 
body of Zoolfeccar Khan’s army, in the room of Daood Khan Pun- 
nee; and though he had before kept up a force out of his owp 
purfe, beyond his compliment, he on this occalion greatly encreafcd 
the number for his own reputation. 

The emperor moved to encamp at KhouafTpore for the remain¬ 
der of the rains, which were lb violent, that the camp was over¬ 
flowed by the* river, and a great number of people and cattle 
perilhed. Th^ waters rofe up to the gate of the royal mulic room, 
and danger was apprehended to the apartments of his majefly, who 
was at this time much Indifpofed with a lore in the right foot, 
which refifted all the power of medicine, md was very painful. 

The prince Bedar Bukht was fent towards Mortizaabad for the 
liege of Pcrnalleh, and 2 foolfeccar Khan was ordered to attend him. 
He accordingly joined the prince at Moorje, where he halted fome 
time on account of the overflowing of the waters; but repeated in- 
ilrudtions coming from court to proceed, the prince at length moved 
by forced marches, and fat down before Pernalleh. Zoolfeccar 

Khan made an excurlion as far as the fort of Khalneh, Tlie 

emperor 
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emperor moved from Khouaflporc to Moorje, in order to give 
inftruilions and affift the liege. • < . 

Dhuiinah with a great' body of JVIharattas having plundered in 
the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Hiimmeed ad Dien Khan 
and Munaim Khan were detached againft hifti j but a great number 
of their followers being killed, they required reinforcements, and 
Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to their afliftance. The enemy fled 
.immediately on hearing of his approach, and he purfued them as far 
as Jugoanee in Beejapore, when they ipade a ftand, and were de¬ 
feated with great lofs. The next day a frefli body appeared, and 
kaow Dulput purfued them without halting for thirty cofs, with 
much daughter. Zoolfeccar Khan after this moved back with fpeed 
to Pernalleh, left the enemy Ihould attempt to difturb the fiege oi 
that place. 

All the Mharatta chiefs after fome time united under Ram 
Cliund Pundit^ and moved to the neighbourhood of Pernalleh, 
where they plundered the camp followers and travellers without 
mercy. A number of grain merchants coining with' provifions, the 
enemy furrounded them at Rollapore, only five <;ofs from the camp j 
upon which the prince font Serdaur Khan Dekkanee to their aflift- 
Mnce; but the enemy being in great force, he could only adl upon 
the defenfive, of which he fent notice to the prince, whd imme¬ 
diately difpatched Nuflerut Jung, Raow Dulput, and Ram Sing 
I larrah to his relief. Raow Dulput arriving firft, his Raajepeotes 
killed about four hundred of the. enemy’s foot. Zoolfeccar Khan 
remained under arms the whole night, and ‘in the morning the 
enemy, feeing no advantage was to be gained, took to flight. The 
whole imperial army was much diftr/sfled this year, by fatiguing 
marches, fcarcity of provifions, and other inconvenienpies. 
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Ghazi ad Dien Khan being recalled from Deogur to the pre- a. H. ui6 
fence, w*as ordered to* purfue Ranoo, who committed depredations A. D. 1704 
in the neighbourhood of Koolburga; and allb*to punilh Ponapah 
Finder, the raow of Wakin Kerah. Ghazi ad Dien marched 
towards Koolburga, arid the emperor to carry on the fiege of Per- 
nallch .with greater vigour. Mucklifs Khan, fecond buklhi, died, 
and Khanehzad Khan, fon of Roh Oollah Khan, being recalled 
from Hyderabad, was honoured with his father’s title and the office 
of grand deward of the imperial houfehold. When the emperor 
arrived in the vicinity of Pernalleh, the prince with all his officers 
received the honous of an audience. Abou Houflun, the depOled 
king of Hyderabad, diSd at this time in his confinement in the for- 
trefs of Dowlutabad. Dhunnah and other Mharatta chiefs, ad¬ 
vanced to the grand baggage camp at Birmahpore, and the enem]^ 
even invaded Khandeftie and the province of Malwa. Zoolfeccar 
Khan purfued and defeated Dhunnah. 

Jumlat al Moolk Affiid Khan was recalled to the prefence, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan entrufted with the charge of the baggage 
camp in his room. The fort of Pernalleh w'as at length taken, 
after which the. emperor moved with the grand camp, and cantoned 
n the vicinity of Kuttafon and Burrah Butchgaum. Beheramund 
Khan was fent to befiege ^e fort of Chundun Mundun, whicli th^ 
enemy "marched to relieve ; but Zoolfeccar Khan advancing in the 
night, when it rained very hard, came upon their army by furprize, 
ind defeated them. The emperor now marched to befiege the fort 
af Khalnch, and was pleafed to exalt Affud Khan to the title of 
ameer al amra. * 

Zoolfeccar Khan again, defeated-a great body of Mharattas 
in the ncigh^jourhood of Porundch, and at feveral other places. 

During this purfuit, he palTed through part of Berar, which was 
much laid wafte by the enerny; but they had Ipared fome pergun- 
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Tialis, the zemindars of which were regular in the payment of the 
choutc. The landholders of Berar and • Khandeflie joined the 
enemy, to the number of lixty thoufand, and oppofed Zoolfeccar 
Khan, whofe force was but fmall, and Alimerdan Khan, the nazim 
of Berar, durft not move from Elichpore, the capital of. the pro¬ 
vince, out of dread of the enemy j upon vtWch the khan marched 
to within ten cofs of that city, and fummoned him to join; which 
at length he did, but every day begged to be difmifled. Zoolfeccar 
Khan, regarding the good of the imperial fervicc, would not com¬ 
ply with his requeft. 

< 

I 

One day, the khan having made a tedi6us forced march, came 
to an eminence where he dedgned to halt for the night; but per¬ 
ceiving the enemy’s camp, Dulput Raow was difpatched to attack 
it with his advanced corps, and the khan followed to fupport him 
with the whole army. The enemy were foon put to the route, and 
ded feventeen cofs vvithout once looking behind them, fo great was 
the dread of the khan’s arms. He now permitted Alimerdan Khan 
to return to Elichpore, and was vifited by Khodabundeh Khan, 
fon to the late ameer al amra Shaifleh Khan, but this nobleman 
would not move the fmalleft difrance with hin:\ out ^of his diftrifts, 
fo that Zoolfeccar Khan was left with not more than three thoufand 
horfe. Notwithftanding, he frill purfued the enemy, who amounted 
to about frxty thoufand, to the fort of Kolafs Ghur, in the *¥lyder- 
abad country. It is the cuftom of the Mharattas to prefs chiefly on 
the rear of an enemy, and they followed this mode on the prefent 
crifis, but were as often repulfed by the bravery of Ram Sing 
Harrah and Dulput Raow. * 

Zoolfeccar having in tha purfuit expended ttioft of his ammu¬ 
nition, found it advifeable to retire to Mahummivdabad Bieder for 
frefh fupplies, which having procured, he again marched after the 
enemy, and gave them a complete defeat on the banks of the 

river 
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river Baumgunga; after which they feparated, and fled to the hills 
in difFercrft bodies. They foon again threatened Berar, but Zool- 
feccar Khan, by ‘forced marches, advanced to tlie borders of that 
province, when they thought proper to retreat. At this time, from 
the river Nerbudda, through all Dckkan, Khandefhe, Berar, and 
Kokun,,in every diftri£l,*the Mharattas fwarmed like ants or locufts. 

It may not be unneceflary to mention the caufes of the encreafe of 
thefe plunderers, who, though always defeated by the royal troops 
in the field, yet by their hidden inroads often laid whole diftrids 

wafte, before armies could arrive to puniih them. 

* • 

In the reign of Shaw Jehaun the government of provinces was 
lodged with amras of the firft rank, who kept a large force on foot, 
but were now held by new nobles, of inferior rank, poor, and^ 
rapacious, who negledted to maintain proper troops, and at the 
fame time opprelTed the people. The zemindars would not obey 
fojedaurs without troops, and became rebellious, ahd remifs in their 
payments. As the fojedaurs could not force them, tliey were glad 
to content themfelves with what they could get; anti in order to 
lead a quiet life, entered into fecret agreements with them, and 

winked at their dilbbedience, which made them ftill more infolent. 

• • 

In the countries dependant on Hyderabad and Beejaporc, which ^ 
before their conquefl: maintained above two hundred thoufand boric, 
there were not now flationed above thirty four thoufand. The 
jaghiredars could not get pofleflion of their jaghires for want of 
troops; and if they did, their holding them for any time was lo 
uncertain, that they did not confider the cafe of the farmers, bur 
opprefled them for money by every mode that avarice could devife, 
fo that they entered into combinations with the enemy. While the 
newly conquered countries were thus unfettled, the antient terri¬ 
tories of Dekkail were not lefs troubled by the tyranny of governors, 
and the frequent changes of them and the jaghireilavs, who were 
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obliged not only to fupply their own neceffities, but fumifh large 
bribes to the civil officers about the court. .. It was represented to 
the emperor, that the zemindars were in confederacy with the 
enemy; upon which' he ordered all their weapons of defence to be 
feized, and this left them an eafy prey to 'invaders, whom at lafl 
they joined for felf-fecurity. ' 

Contributions were then colledled in lieu of regular revenues, 
, and the parties fent every where to colled fupplies for the grand 
camp were guilty of every fort of excefs. Added to this, the col- 
ledors of the odious religious capitation, forced millions from' the 
farmers, and accounted but for fmall fums with the royal trealury. 
Whenever the emperor appointed a jaghiredar, the Mharattas ap- 
tpointed another to the lime diftrid, and both colleded as they 
found opportunity j fo that, in fad, every place had two mailers, 
The farmers, thus opprefled, left off cultivating more ground than 
would barely fubfift them, and in their turns became plunderers 
for want of employment. 

The emperor having taken moft of the Mharatta fortrefles, 
they were left without any refource but plunder, out of which they 
paid a fliare to their chief, the fon of Rama. Many of the powerful 
difafFedcd zemindars joined them, fo that they amounted to above 
an hundred thouiand horfe. The imperial amras, deprived of their 
revenues from the jaghircs, had recourfe to falfe mufters, and did 
not keep up above half their compliments of men j fo that detach¬ 
ments could not be fent every where to punifh the invaders, and 
the grand army was always employed in fieges, which left the 
Mharattas at liberty to plunder almoft without molell;ation> but 
particularly during the fiege of Khalneh, their excefles were un¬ 
bounded. They flopped every communication^ of fupply to the 
imperial camp, where numbers perifhed by famine j and their info- 
lence grew to.fuch a pitch, that they‘’once a week offered up mock 
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prayers for the long life of Aurungzebe, whofe mode of making 
war wa« fo favourable to their invafions and depredations. Added 
to this, the imperial troops Avere tired out with a conilant campaign 
3f above twenty years, and grew difgufted and remifs in their duty. 

Zoolfeccar KHan, ^luring fix months, had nineteen actions with 
the enemy, and purfued them from place to place, above three 
thoufand cofs, in marches and countermarches. 

Zoolfeccar Khan encamped for fome time near Satoor, and then A, H. i 
made incurfions to the Neighbourhood of Kundanch, where the A. D. i 
Mharattas had fixed sheir cantonments. The fort of Khalneh now 
Fell into the emperor’s hands, when, notwithftanding the height of 
:he rains, he moved to Bahadur Ghur. This march W'as attended 
ivith fo many inconveniences, that even the emperor’s tents wCrc 
jften left far in the rear, and bodies of the enemy plundered part 
yf the baggage, which, through the fatigue of the elephants, 

:amels, and bullocks, were left behind in ddfereht places. Zool¬ 
feccar Khan was difpatched towards Ahmednuggui» in purfuit of the 
Enemy, who were committing depredations in that quarter. Behc- * 
ramund Khan, nicer bukhflii, one of Aurungzebe’s oldeft nobility 
ind friends, ' dying was buried at his own requeft in a finall 
:omb at Bahadur Ghur., He was fucceeded in his office by Zool¬ 
feccar Khan Nuflerut Jung, who, notwithftanding this appoint¬ 
ment, continued in the command of the army againft; the Mharattas, 
md Muttullub Khan afted as his deputy in the prefence. 

The depredations of a large body of the enemy near the royal 
:amp were encreafing daily, and fome of the imperial elephants 
were carried off from theii' foraging ground, at only two cofs diftant 
From it. Mahummud Anieen Khan Toqranee, fuddur al fuddoor, 
was fent to recover them, but the enemy prefted him fo hard, that 
his elephants, horfes, camels, and baggage, fell into their hands. 

He 
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He himfelf with the greateft difficulty efcaped alone into a village, 
from which he travelled in a common hackerjr to Chumarcondeh, 
where the fojedaur Applied liim with necelTary conveyance to the 
royal camp. Aurungzebe however received him gracioufly, and 
confen-ed many favours upon him. The empemr after this marched 
to befiege the fort of Kundaneh, and Fatteh .Oollah Khan was fent 
to conduft the artillery from Khalneh. He was hard puffied bly the 
enemy near Rhamutpore, but Zoolfeccar Khan arrived in time to 
his affiflance, and it was refolved to puniffi Dhunnah effedtually. 
At this inftant intelligence arrived, that Cheen Koollich Khan, 
fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore,* was arrived on the banks of the 
Kiftnah, fixteen cofs from the city, and that % large body of Mha- 
rattas had marched with the hopes of plundering him^ Zoolfeccar, 
upon this, moved by forced marches to fupport him, but upon his 
anival at Beejapore he learned that Koollich Khan had fafely gained 
the fort of Mudkul, 'and Dhunnah, being difappointed, hgid gone 
towards the neighbourhood of Koolburga. Though Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan was at the head of an army to punidi the enemy, he did not 
move to the affiliance of his fon. Upon his arrival at Koolburga, 
Zoolfeccar Khan received orders to haften to the prefence. At this 
time the emperor was employed in the fiege of Kundaneh, where 
Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, had efedled his batteries 
on tlic fame hill, that the Maharajah JelTyunt Sing had formerly 
ddrie. Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived in camp, was gracioufly 
received, and ordered to carry on approaches on the fide of Sewa- 
porc. Many days had not pafled, when intelligence arrived that a 
body of Mharattas, having crofled the Nerbudda, were committing 
depredations near Oojein, and that the Afghauns ,of Malwa had alfo 
raifed a rebellion; upon which Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to 
march for the defence of that country. Raow Dulput was now 
promoted to the rank of three thoufand. ’ Ghazi ad Dien Khan was 
appointed to the government of Berar, and to defentf the country 

of 
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of Telingana, when he fixed his cantonments clofe to the fort of 

Candahar. * . . 

• • 

The emperor fiill lay before Kundaneh. Sultan Mahummud 
Bedar Bukht was appbintetf to the government of Aurangabad and 
Boorahanpore. The enemy, after plundering the environs of the 
lafl; mentioned city, crolled the Nerbudda, and deftroyed the town 
of Ghurkore. Though Raja Jey Sing and Rufium Khan Dekkanee 
were detached againft them by the prince, yet no advantage was 
gained j upon which the joyal orders were ilfued, that the prince 
and Zoolfeccar Khan fhould adt in conjundtion. 

The khan arriving near Ferdapore, the Mharattas quitted the 
fiege of that city, and made incurfions into Berar. The prince left 
Alimerdan Khan for the defence of Boorahanpore, and Zoolfeccar 
Khan detached Ruftum Khan Dekkanee for the protedtion of Berar. 
Intelligence arrived, that the enemy under Dhunnah’s fon had be¬ 
ll eged Sultanpore Nudderbar, upon which Zoolfeccar,Khan marched 
to that quarter, where, on his arrival, lie learned that they had 
gone to Buggfillana. The khan purfued them, and arrived at 
Ambolah, where R^ignoo, a Mharatta chief in the fervice of Mo- 
attiber Khan, tannadaar of Kallean and fbjedaur of Goollhunabad, 
maintained a body of robbers, and carried on an open traffick un * 
molefted with merchants, for the etfedls plundered by his people, 

but he found means to evade the khan’s difpleafure. 

% 

Dhunnah’s fon now moved with intentions to infeft the environs 
of the royal camp,* but Zoolfeccar Khan, by forced marches 
hafiening to Nerool, prevented his putting his defign into exccu- 
fion. The fort of Kundanel^ was now given up by the governor to 
the emperor for a.fum of money. The enemy foon after this plun- 
dering in the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Zoolfeccar 
Khan as often repulfed them as they dared to approach. About this 

time 
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time negotiations were carried on by fultan Kaum Bukhfh with the 
enemy for a peace, and Raja Saooh was releafed from the Ruggelah 
Bar, and entrufted to the care of the prince; but the Mharattas, 
who now had acquired great ftrength, and plundered at pleafure all 
the provinces of Dekkan, were fo infolent in their demands, that 
all thoughts of accommodation were foon agiin laid afide, and Raja 
Saooh remanded to his confinement. Zoolfeccar ithan was dif- 
patched into Khandeflic, where nearly forty thoufand Mharattas 
committed great depredations. 

« 

< 

The emperor, after the fell of Kundanch, cantoned in the town 
of Poonah but, owing to the plunders of thfc enemy, grain was fo 
dear in the royal camp, that only three feer could be had for a 
tupee. A great drought had alfo happened in all the provinces 
of Dekkan, fo that there was little cultivation, and many of the 
inhabitants fought^an afylum acrofs the Nerbudda. The emperor’s 
affiiirs vifibly declined, and the enemy roamed at large in every 
quarter. Zoolfeccar Khan moved by rapid marches to the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Boorahanpore, when they fled into Berar ; and Chazi 
ad Dien Khan being entrufted with the protection oT that province, 
he did not purfue them, but agreeable to the imperial orders marched 
to protect Aurungabad and Alimednuggur. 

' c* 

Though provifions were beyonef^ expreflion Icarce in the royal 
camp, yet Aurungzebe marched from Poonah to befiege the fort of ' 
Raujeghur j and Sudder ad Dien Mahummud Zumman Khan, third 
bukhftii, was ordered to protect the grand baggage camp at Bahadur 
Ghur. Zoolfeccar Khan with a convoy of grain, of which he had 
collected a great quantity, arrived fafely at the royal camp, and 
was promoted to additional rank ior this fervice. The Mharattas in 
Berar, having completely defeated Rultum Khan, crofled the Ner¬ 
budda i upon which Ghazi ad Dien Khan marched after them, and 
orders were fent to the munfubdars of Malwa to coUeCt and oppofe 

them. 
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them.* The prince Mahummud Bedar Bukht was alfo ordered to 
crofs th«f Nerbudda, and Zoolfeccar Khan to protedt Aurangabad 
and Boorahanpore, till his return. • 

$ 

Negotiations towards the fettlement of a peace were ftill carried 
on, through the fultan*Kaum Bukhfli, with Dhunnah Jadoo, who 
only entered t^to them to deceive and delay time. Neema Sindia, 
after eroding the Nerbudda, plundeced the province of Malwa as 
far as Seronje. The forts of Raujeghur and Toorreah fell to the 
royal anus. 

• * 

Zoolfeccar Khan encamped on the banks of the Gung, and the 

prince JBedar Bukht marched towards Oojein, but cantoned for 
fome time near Boorahanpore. The emperor, after the fall of 
Raujeghur, moved towards the fort of Sumber Chamber; but, on 
account of the rains, halted within fourteen cofs. Raow Dulput 
efcorted a large convoy of fupplies as hr as Ahmednuggur, in the 
way to the royal camp. Ali Nukkee, a grandfoji to the Perfian 
emperor, being difgufted, fled to Surat, frbm whgnce he fent a 
petition to Aurnngzebe, who invited him to court, and upon his 
arrival conferred upon him the command of three thoufand horfe, 
and the title of Mii^sa Suflfavee Khan. 

Zoolfeccar Khan detached^ulput Raow and Ram Sing Harrafe 
in purfuit of the enemy, who had made incurfions to the vicinity of 
Beejapore.and Beelbuttah. They followed them from thence into 
Khandefhe, where they completely defeated' and obliged them to 
evacuate that province entirely, taking a great number of their 
horfes and arms; after which they returned to Aurangabad. 

Neema Sindiah, who h^d quarrelled with Dhunnah, feparated 
from him; and Crofling the Nerbudda, as before mentioned, phm- 
dered the province of Malwa as ftir as Seronje, at the inftigation of 
VoL. II. ' the 
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the rebel raja Suttcrfiil Bondela; but they did not long agfee to¬ 
gether. The imperial orders had been lent for the pririce Bedar 
Bukht to purfue the Invader, but he was delayed, and Ghazi ad 
Dien Khan Ferofe Jung, .after punifliing the Mharattas in Berar, 
left his baggage at Boorahanpore, and moved by quick marches to 
Seronje, from which the enemy fled before his arrival; but the 
khan wrote to court that he had gained a vidlory, wffich pleafed the 
emperor fo much that he immediately conferred upon him the title 
of Sippaeh Sallar, and many favours on all his principal officers; 
‘ but they were withdrawn on the truth being made known, and he 
retarHH to his government iii Berar. Dulput ,Raow agreeably to 
the orders of Zoolfeccar Khan, conduced the fomily of the prince 
to Boorahanpore, and then returned. Roh Oollah Khan, grand 
fteward of the imperial houiehold and treafurer of the privy purfo. 
Ton to the deceafed nobleman of the fame ■ name, died about this 
time. The emperor himfelf was taken very ill, but recovered in a 
fhort time. A grtat fcarcity of grain prevailed all through Dekkan. 
The imperial revenues, numerous elephants, and a vafl caravan, 
having arrived from Hindooftan at Aurungabad^ Raow Dulput 
and Ram Sing. Harrah efcorted them at two different times to 
Ahmednuggur and the imperial camp. Khodabundeh Khan, fon 
to the late ameer al amra, who was fojedauV of Carnatic Bce- 
japore, was called to the prefence, and diflinguiflied by the 
poft: of grand fteward of the houfehold. Two caravans, one 
foon after another, coming from Hindooftan towards Aurunga- 
had, were both greatly plundered by the Mharattas near the pals 
of Ferdapore, 16 that the army, by thefe difafters and the wafte 
of the jaghires by the enemy, were exceedingly diftreflfed for all the 
neceilaries of life. The Mharattas, by their frequent fuccelsful 
plunders, became very rich and powerful. A party even advanced' 
clofe to the city of Hyderabad, witlh-intentions to lay it wafte. 
Dhunnah, Kunnoot, and Hundoo roamed at large ih the Carnatic, 

an ameer of five thoufand, deputy of Zoolfeccar 

Khan, 
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Chan, fought with them many battles. Though the emperor was 
n Dekkan, and jiboye one hundred and feventy thoufand horfe were 
said for by him in the camp and the provihces, yet they did not 
uffice. The powers of government becafne relax in every quarter. 
Aurungzebe moved from the cantonments of Ghur Kerroofs to punifh 
Ponapah Finder, who liad rebelled in the diftrids of Wakin Kerah, 
md entertained evil defigns upon Zuffirabad Bieder. The enemy 
made an attack on the imperial baggage near Bahadur Ghur, and 
acquired a great plunder, befides fetting fire to great quantities of* 
valuable effeds. Their inlblencies were greater than- in the Jaft 
year, fo that the lands round all the capital cities were totally 
wafte, and lay uncultivated. Neema Sindia made an attempt to 
advance to Banaras, through the country of Nagpore, but the 
zemindars united, and prevented his defign. The Mharattas retook' 
feveral fortrefles that had lately fubmitted to the royal arms, but par¬ 
ticularly the ftrong fort of Loeh Ghur. The prince Bedar Bukht 
had, agreeably^to the imperial orders, gone to Oojein, fo that there 
did not remain'a force at Boorahanpore to furnifh ?fcorts for the 
caravans which came from Hindooftan; upon which Zoolfeccar 
Khan marched witls his army to that city, and after puniftiing a 
body of the enemy, -who were on the watch for plunder, conduced 
the treafure and fupplies to Aurungabad. His force being but fmalJ, 
he wus obliged to requeft’ a reinforcement for the defence of that 
city. Accordingly, Mogul Khan Tooranee was detached to join 
him for this purpofe, and Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving him there, 
marched with a large convoy of treafure and fupplies to the imperial 

camp. 


The emperor was ftill engaged againft the rebels of Wakin A.n, mS i 

Cerah, but the roads all ro^d were crowded with large bodies of A. D. 1706-7 

he enemy j yct /uch was "their dread of Zoolfeccar Khan, that, 

whenever he approached, they fled inftantly to the.diftance of thirty 

ive or forty cofs j and he elcorted his convoy in fafCty to the royal 

Q. 2 camp. 
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camp. The emperor encamped about a cofs from the fort of Wakin 
Kerah, and ordered Cheen Koollich Khan, Hummeed ad Dien Khan, 
Terl^cut Khan, commaflider of the artillery and others, to conduct the 
iiege. They accordingly faifcd two large mounds of earth near the 
gateway, which were immediately occupied by the troops of the 
fultan Mahummud Kaum Bukhfh. Cheen Koollich Khan attempt¬ 
ed, but in vain, to get poITeffion of a hill on another quarter of the 
fort, but was repeatedly repulfed by the enemy, who fallied out in 
great numbers. Hummeed ad Dien Khan alfo was obliged to quit 
his /lation, and with difficulty regained the camp. Dhunnah, with 
other chiefs, having collefted about five tlioufand horfe and five and 
twenty thoufand foot, infefted the neighbourhood. An entrench¬ 
ment was drawn all round the royal camp. The enemy made fuch 
■powerful Tallies from the fort, daily and nightly throwing rockets, 
that not a fingle perfon durft venture out of the camp. Detachments 
from it were repeatedly defeated, and the diftrefs for grain and 
forage became pinching to the lafi: degree. The caiife of thefe 
dilgraces was, jthat the prefent race of amras, out of avarice, folly, 
and inexperience, neglcdled the veterans and their Tons, and mounted 
as cavalry their own timid, flothful, menials and flaves, whofe 
fighting and running aw ay became fynonymous terms.. The deceit¬ 
ful Pinderrehs made propofals of peace, through the prince Kaum 
Sukhlh and Cheen Koollich Khan j but,* though the emperor re¬ 
peatedly difapproved of them, they ftill continued their importunate 
folicitations, and indeed all the amras were alarmed at the enemy’s 
cncrcafing fuperiority. 

At this time, Zoolfeccar Khan was on hi^ march with fupplies 
from Aurungabad. The emperor fent repeated orders to haften him 
and Daood Khan to the prefence i and, for the prefent, regarding 
the fears of the amras about his perldn, feemingly liftened to the 
propofals of the jjnemy, and bellowed khelauts on Ponapah, with 
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an elephant, and gave feme jewels to his mother. Mohtuihum 
Khan was fent into the fort as kelladaar. Zoolfeccar IChan bein;r 
arrived at the imperial camp, was gracioufly received by Aurnngzebe, 
who ordered him immediately to march againft the Mharattas and 
Pinderrehs. The khan, accordingly, with Raow Dulput, Ram 
SingHarrah, and othfir chiefs, moved to the fpot where the befieged 
had repulfed Hummeed ad Dien Khan, and reconnoitred it carefully. 
The enemy, confiding in the natural llrength of the place and their 
numbers, made a great Ihew of refiftance; but the khan foon drove 
them away with a very great flaughter, upon which they fied for 
fhelter to Tulwarreh, clofe under the hill near the gate of the* fort. 
Zoolfeccar drove oftier bodies from feveral polls, killing great 
numbers of the enemy, and lofing feveral of his own men, who 
gallantly purfued too near the ditch. Cheen Koollich Khan, who 
remained all the while an inadlive fpeilator, and who, if he had 
joined in the alTaults, might have been of great fervice, complained 
on his return that he was not aflilled by Zoolfeccar Khan, and was 
believed by his majefty. The next day Zoolfeccar Khan went to fix 
on proper places for eredling batteries, and a body of horfe and foot 
came out to d^pofe him, but were foon repulfed by Dulput Raow, 
and fled to the hjll. Some days after this, Daood Khan Punnee 
joined from the Carnatic, and Zoolfeccar Khan with his troops and 
fome other amras gained poflellion of two eminences near the gst|e. 
Jumlheed Khan, an ameer of five thoufand, was killed by a ball in 
the attack. Day and night were now employed in erecting batteries. 
Intelligence arrived, that Kunnoput, who was advancing with a 
large body of Mharattas to relieve the fort, had died on the march, 
and that the lately* conquered fort of Kundaneh was retaken by tJie 
enemy. The bclieged, who were now greatly alarmed at the gal¬ 
lantry and fuccefs of Zoolfeccar Khan, made ferious propofals ot 
fubmiflion } an(^the prince^aum Bukhfh with Cheen Koollich Khan 
were ordered to examine them, and manage the negotiation; but 

• . this 
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this did not prevent Zoolfeccar Khan, who was not to be diverted by 
their ftratagems, from carrying on vigorous hoftilitics. He ‘divided 
his array into two bodies, and with one, in perfon, attacked the 
town of Tulwarreh, clofc under the fort, which he carried, after a 
very bloody affimlt. The enemy then took flicltcr in the fort, and 
annoyed the troops with rockets and mufquet/y from the walls, but 
to no purpofe ; fo that in the evening Ponapah, with the Mharatta 
chiefs, being quite difheartened, made their efcape by a private road 
behind the fort. Raow Dulput feeing that all firing from the walls 
had ceafed, and hearing no noife, ventured up to the fort, and 
finding it empty, fet the houfes on fire. Munfoor Khan was ordered 
to take pofleflion, and Zoolfeccar Khan fent' to inform and con¬ 
gratulate the emperor. The fire continued burning the whole night 
and the next day, when a magazine of powder blew up, and killed 
many people. An accident of the fame kind happened the next 
day alfo. The fort of Wakin Kerah is of no great ftrength, but 
requires a very large garrifon to defend it. 

Zoolfeccar Khan was not properly rewarded for this viftoiy, 
the praife of which was bellowed upon others, who hkd no fhare in 
it, yet had the addrefs to make the emperor reppve the khan for 
having let the enemy efcape unmolefted. The royal ear indeed had 
lorg been poflefled by a few defigning men,* who diverted him from 
attending to his moll ufeful fervants, which gave much difguil, and 
weakened the affedions of the army to the royal perfon. 

9 

• 

Zoolfeccar Khan was fent to punifti the zemindars about Kool- 
burga and Khankernee, and to efcort the imjcterial elephants and 
horfes to Aurangabad. Terbeut Khan was difpatchcd with an army 
to retake Kundaneh, about three cofs from which the emperor now 
ereded cantonments. Zoolfeccar Khan, iifter fettlijjig the contribu¬ 
tions of Koolburgaand other plates, moved to Aurangabad, w^here 
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he remained feme time, and difpatched Mogul Khan with treafure 

and fupplies to the imperial camp. Intelligence arriving that Neema 

Sindia was plundering the pergunnah of Bertoo, five and twenty 

cofs from Aurungabad, though Zoolfeccir Khan had fent great part 

of his troops to efcort treafure to the royal camp, he did not wait 

for their return, but moved by forced marches, and the enemy fled 

as he approached. He did not give over the purfuit, but followed 

them to their baggage camp, to defend which they made a ftand, 

and were completely defeated, with the loft of feveral of their chiefs, 

and all their baggage and plunder fell into the hands of the vidors, 

who returned in tiiumph to Aurungabad. This was that body o/ the 

enemy who had laid vwlle the province of Malwa as far as Seronje. 

• 

Zoolfeccar Khan was again fummoned to the imperial prefence, 
but being taken ill, was obliged to delay his march for fome time. 
Upon his recovery he obeyed, and had an audience of the emperor 
at Bahadur Ghur, who had moved there to keep the Ramazan. 
Seyadut Khan, who had gone out to hunt with a finall party from 
the camp, was made prifoner by a body of the enemy. The em¬ 
peror at this time was taken dangeroufly ill; upon which the prince 
Mahummud Azim Shaw was called with great hafte from Guzarat 
to the prcfcnce. ' 

« 

Zoolfeccar Khan with Terb'eut Khan, meet atufh, was fent 
with a confidcrable army to retake Kundanehi and raja Saooh, 
San\bah’s fon, who had been confined long in the Ruggelah Bar, 
was delivered over to his cuflody. Roy Bhan Bhoflela Mharatta, 
who had been railed <o the rank of fix thoufand, was alfo fent with 
him, in hopes that by his means the other chiefs might be prevailed 
Upon to fubmit and conclude a peace. Zoolfeccar Khan entrufied 
the guard over Raja Saooh iK fyed Ghuzunfir Khan. The emperor 

gave inftrudlions, that as diflentions bad now broken out among the 

• ' Mharatta s. 
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Mhafdttas, letters fliould be written from Raja Saooh to invite theth 
to fubmit. Tliis was done, but without effect. Ten thoufalid were 
ftruck off from the rank of fultan Kaum Buklilh, ’ who had been 
guilty of fome undutiful behaviour. 

Aurungzebe marched from Bahadur Ghur to Ahmednuggur, 
and on the route the enemy committed great infults on the line. 
Hummeed ad Dien Klian was ordered to repulfe them j but he com¬ 
mitted the charge to his officers, who were foon defeated, and 
many of them taken prifoners. The enemy then charged the bag¬ 
gage, and carried off a vaft plunder; but when |;he emperor’s train 
came in fight, they, as if ftruck with awe atithe tremendous pomp 
of raajefty, retired and looked on quietly at a dillance, which was 
at this period the greateft good fortune. The royal camp halted 
under the walls of Ahmednuggur. Gopal Raow Chanderaowt, 

being much diftreffed in his circumftances, deferted to the enemy. 

0 

Dhunnah Jadoo, Neema Sindia, and Odooah Mulhar, witli otlier 

Mharatta chiefs, furrounded the imperial camp at Ahmednuggur, 

but were bravely lepulfed and obliged to fly by Khan Aulum, fon 

of Khan Zummaun. Zoolfcccar Khan reduced the fort of Kun- 

daneh, and the befieged capitulated through the mediation of Ram 

Sing Harrah, at whofe requeft they were allowed to depart in 
fafety. 

There are above an hundred fine wells in this fort. Munfoor Klian 
was appointed kclladaar, but proper ftores of provifions could not be 
/pared for its fupport; and this was the cafe with all the forts which 
had been taken in Oekkan, where the long, wars and continual depre¬ 
dations had rendered all the neceflaries of life exceedingly foarcei 
The prince Mahummud Azim Sha^:, arrived from Guzarat at 
Ahmednuggur, and had an affecting meetuig \vith the emperor, 

' Ibrahim 
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Ibrahim Khan, fon of the late Alimerdan Khan, was removed 
from the government pf Caftunire and appointed to that of Guzarat, 
of winch the prince jBedar Bukht was ordered to take charge until 
his arrival, and puniih the rebel Anooyiund, who, from being a 
feller of drams, had «pnu5tifed robbing, and by his fuccelTes raifed 
himfelf to the ‘bcmmand of a large body of banditti, with whom he 
had joined the Mharattas. This rebel, on the departure of Azim 
Shaw, finding Guzarat unprotedled, had entered the province, 
where he defeated and took priibner' Nuzzer Ali Khan, the. foje- 
daur of Brodrah, a very wealthy town, inhabited by capital mer¬ 
chants and banker^s, whoni he plundered of an immcnfc booty,* and 
made a fecure retreat with his prize. 

Great bodies of banditti plundered at difcretion about Aurungabad, 
and the zemindars of Multaii and Tatta rebelled, but were quelled by 
fultan Moiz ad Dien, who on this occafion difpkyed great gallantry 
and conduft. Klian Aulum was fent to prote<£l the'province of Mai wa, 
and Nijabut Khan and Zoolfeccar Khan were both ordered to drive 
the enemy from Aurungabad. Zoolfeccar Khan fentliis baggage into 
Ahmednuggur; and moved by forced marches, but upon his arrival 
near Payen Ghaut, he learned that the enemy had fled another way 
to the banks of the Gung. Ghazi ad Dien Khan had remained all 
this while ina<flive, only ten cofs from the enemy’s camp. Zoolfeccar 
Khan Hill purfued them without remilTion, and at laft they crofled 
the Beemrah into their own diftrifts; upon which, finding the 
country clear and the rains fetting in, he returned to the imperial 
camp. His troops in ibis purfuit fuffered every hardfliip from want 
of provifions and excelCve fatigue. He next marched towards the 
fort pf Mooije, upon which Dhunnah crofled the Kiftnah. Intel- 
■ ligence arrived, that Ponapah Pinderreh and Hindoo Raow had 
poflefled themfcjves of th<'' fort of Bilcondah, belonging to Becja- 
porc, and taken the kolladaar prifonerj alfo that the fort of Bul- 
VPL. II. ' R • funt 
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funt Ghur had fallen into their hands. Daood Khan recovered the 
former to the imperial pofleffion. Scyadut Khan procured hio releafe 
from the enemy for 'a large fum of money, but hfe was rendered 
blind of both eyes from tly wounds he had received. Zoolfeccar 
Khan encamped, on account of the rains, within twelve cofs of 
Moorje, but was fo diftrelTed for provifions that his cavalry became 
almoft unfit for fervice. 

When Shaw Jehaun fent the fultan Dara Shekkoh againft Can- 
dahar, he gave the foldiery two years’ pay in advance, and fent 
two years of grain with the army. During hisc whole reign, the 
fingle war of the rana was the only one that gave trouble. Aurung- 
zebe’s reign had been a continued war, and now, even in the royal 
camp at Ahmednuggur, notwithftanding the vicinity of the Ki'ftnah, 
fcarce any provifions could be obtained. 

Zoolfeccar after the rains purfued Dhunnah, who fled to 
the Bcejapore country, and the khan followed him to the banks of 
the Kiftnah. Yhe Pinderrehs took Velore, which however was 
foon again retaken by Terbeut Khan. Sultan. MahUmmud Akber 
died this year in Perfia. A great caravan, very^rich, coming from 
Aurungabad was totally plundered, and every tWng carried off by a 
hfidy of Mharattas, at only twelve cofs diftance from the imperial 
camp. 

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhlh was promoted,’honoured 
with prefents, and appointed to the foubadary of Beejapore; and at 
parting, the emperor, weeping, permitted ‘hiEft to beat the nobut 
from the gate of the palace. The twenty firft of tlie fame. naonth, 
Zeehidge, the prince Mahummud Azim Shaw was difpatched 
towards Malwa. Rama’s widow, wli^- had gre^ power among 
the Mharattas, wjHied to confine Hindoo Raow, but he took re- 
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lige in the fort of Koorkul. Dhunnah plundered all his effefts, 
ind clotely befieged him; upon which he fent to beg afliftance of 
Zoolfeccar Khari, who crolTed the Kiftnah, and, leaving his bag¬ 
gage in the fort of Sundeo, marched §gainfl: Dhunnah, who fi^d 
ipon his approach, when Hindoo Raow took fhelter in his own 
:ountry, and Zoolfeccar Khan then retreated. 

A few days after this the emperor was feizcd with his laft 
illnefs, which encreafed every hour, and alarming reports prevailed; 
till on Friday, the twenty eighth of Zeekaud, in the fiftieth A.H. iii8. 
(rear and fecond month of his reign, he left this vain life of’toil, A. D. 1707. 
For one of blifsful repufe. 


END CfF AURUNGZEBE's OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 
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H I S T O R T 

% • 

OF 

AURUNGZEBE's SUCCESSORS, 

BV 


ERADUT KHAN 




APOLOGY. 


A GREAT number of the Memoirs of Eradut Khan having 

been formerly printed off in the year |-86, and fufficient re¬ 
maining on hand for thfc purpofe, 1 hope my readers will ex- 
cule their being bound up in the order of conneilion and time. 
To my liberal friends, the regular numbering ctf pages will, I 
truft, be of lefs moment than the contents; the reprinting of 
which would have added very greatly to my expcnfe, and 
but little to their accommodation; efpccially as Eradut Khan 
gives a much more fatishidlory account of tranfa<flions than any 
other writer of lame period, whom I could have tranflated 
in his place. . . ^ 

1 

The following account of the author of the Memoirs is 
taken from the * Mafler al Amra, or Biography of Nobility, 
.written by Sumfam ad Dowlah Shaw-nowauz Khan, prime 
miniftcr to Sullahut Jung, brother and predecelTor in power to 
the prefent Nazim of Dekkan. 

Meer 

• Which I had not feen, till favoured with it lately by Mr. R. Johnfon, 
who, in his reiidency with the nizatn at Hyderabad, coHcAed many cuiious 
Perfian manuferipts relative to Dek^ah, which he wi.h great liberality has 
peniiitted me to make ufe of. 


APOLOGY. 


Mcer Moobaric Oollah Eradut Khan Wazeh, was^ the fon of 
• Ifauk Khan, fon of Azim Khan. Both his grandfather and 
father were noblemen of high rank. The former was Meer 
Bukhfhi to the emperor Jehaungeer, and the latter held various 
offices of importance under Shaw Jehaun and. Aulumgeer. He 
died foon after his appointment to the government of Oude. 
His title was allb Eradut Khan. One of his Ions (our author) 
had his title conferred upon him, and in the thirty third year 
of Aulumgeer was appointed fojedjur of Jagnch, and at other 
periods, of Aurungabad and Mando in Ma^wa. In the reign of 
Shaw Aulum he was governor of the *t)oab, and the intimate 
friend of Moazim Khan Vizier. He died in the time of Ferokh- 
fere. His abilities as a poet were great, and he left a volume 
of poems behind him. His fon was honoured by the title of 
Hofliedaur Khan, and afterwards with that of Eradut Khan, and 
the fojedaury of Doohiperayeah in the province of Malwa. In 
the fixth year of Mahummud Shaw, he attended Afoph Jah to 
Dekkan, and after the victory over Mubariz Khan was appoint¬ 
ed dewan of- Dekkan, with the rank of four thouland. He was 
afterwards governor of Koolburga, and died in the year 1157, 
‘ [A. D. 1744.] He had many fons, moft of whom died in his 
life time. His eldefl furviving fon," Hafiz Khan, fucceeded him 
in the government of Koolburga, which he held -at thp time 
Shaw-nowauz Khan wrote the Biography of the Amras. 


* Afterwards entitled Keffaiut Khan. 
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WARREN HASTINGS, Esq. 


•S I R, 

P ERMIT me to dedicate this Traiiflation to you, 
who fo amply patroijized my attempts to make 
myfelf ufefuf to my honourable employers, when in. 
India. The diftindlion you were pleafed to confer upon 
me, by an appointment in your family, and the fa%four 
of your friendfhip, I Ihall ever regard as honours of 
which I may reafonably boaft: and I tf uft a time will 
come, when far more- important pages than mine will 
acquire merit with the nation, from being adorned with 

the name of ^Iastings. 

« 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient 


London, ^ 

12th May, 1786. 


And grateful humble fervant. 


JONATHAN SCOTT, 
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line 20, for meffuage, read meflage. 

30, line 24, /br Raujepoet, Rauipoot- 
51, line ^3 in the notes, for mizid, read iniizjid. 

525 line 10, ybr Bahadar, read Bahadur. 

54, line 2, for Soubadacy, read Soubadary. 

83, in the notes, for ‘STemnnum, Yemmun. 

line 8, aftd aa/Jor Downan, a^dDowran^ read Dowrann, 
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/• i ^ ij L S i’aYclh the compiler of t]}cfc rcconls uml 
H events, an Inimble and finful lla\e, ' Moobaric 
C'oilah " Eradut Kliaii \\'^azeh, fon. of the * flicl¬ 
oned in mercy, ' Keffaiut Khan, writer of the '' Shckcfl: 
When 1 IkuI tinilhcd tlic Kulmaut vMccaiit, it entered my 
mind to draw uj) a concife relation of whar events had 
haj)|n.:Kd u> while 1 was ^ ompohng tliat n' otTc, 


% ' ' 

' TIm- ' . ; ■ ’ ' fignifying. The il LorJ. 

■’ j]*. ' .'oh- :nt‘, ; whicl’. he cholctj himfclf ii' 'h.- poChU'^ ; AiiJ.,'., 

' ' jf.n'itni duithji'i alwnys ufc one. 

0 

: ;a "'] wiTtihn.iao, v licn mentioning; a deceased pci il-n, ncvoi tc.-, u'cli 3 ore wh.o 
' < K ; >x.U ^ one nicJu'Ard in mercy, received in puidon, or lornc fiiTnlarexpref' 
■'Ml. '' , d: i a dccealed pj incc,thcy fay the piincQ wliofc feat is in Paradife. 

1 I vicoahlc. » 

4 

^ i'he hr-'koii ini.iJ, generally ufed in bufincfs, 

''wj:’’ co, Sublime L^ileourfcs. 'Vh's work I never couU obtain, though ] ciade 

vOlfiirv dfun it- « * * 


a 


J have 
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ORIGINAL PRE FAC E. 

1 have obferved, that delightful fcenes, and the fociety 
of friends, are not fo (Iriking at the time <X enjoyment, as 
aftcrwai’ds, when refied:ed in the mirror of recolledtion. 
On this account, I write down moft palling occurrences; 

I 

and whenever I perufe them, or ruminate ujxjn them, a 

4 

particular feeling, a furprifing pleafurc and allonilhing 
extafy, jircvail in my mind. My writings allb ferve as a 
memorial to my fi'iends.. 

4 

During the fliort period of my age, which has this day 
arrived at the lixty-fourth year, and the 11 26''’ of the holy 
cc.1715.* Hijhera, fuch wonders of time, fuch aftoniHiing marks of 

the pow'er of the Creator of night and day in the vicilli- 

( 

tildes of wurldly affairs, the deftruriion of empires, the 
deaths of many princes, the ruin of ancient houfes and 
noble families, the fall of worthy men, and rife of the 
unworthy, have been beheld by me,.as have not been 

mentioned by billory to have occurred, in fuch number 

# • 

or fucceflioii, - in a thoufand years. 

4 

\ 

As, on account of my office, and being engaged in 
thefe tranfadtions, 1 have obtained a perfedt knowledge of 

the fources of moll events, and W'hat, to others, even in- 

* • 

formation of mull; be difficult, was planned and executed 
in my light; and as I was a ffiarer, as well as fpedlator, 

* 4 of 
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all the dangers and troubles, -I have therefore recorded 
them. 

My intention, however, not being to compile a hiftory 
Df kings, or a flowery work, but only to relate fuch events 
as happened within my own knowledge, I have therefore, 
preferably to a difplay of learning in lofty phrafes ami. 
pompous metaphors, chofen a plain ftyle, fuch as a friend^ 
writing to a friend, would ufe for the purpofe of infor¬ 
mation. Indeed, if*propriety is confulted, loftinefs of 
flyle is unfit for plain truth, which, pure in itfelf, requires 
only a fimple delineation. I hope, therefore, that my- 
readers will not loofen the reins of impartiality from their 

V 

1 

hands, nor call my modefty, ignorance. 


TO 



[ xii ] 


TO T II E 

R E A D E R. 


r T will be necelTary to remeoiber, that Aurungzebe is 
the fame perfon with Aiilumgeer, He took the latter 
title on. his accefiion to the throne, agreeable to the cnftom 
of the eaftern princes, who always affume a new one on 
that occafion. 

f 

< ♦ 

It is hopecl that the number of notes w'ill not prove 

• • 

tedious, nor perplex the reader’s attention. Some, per¬ 
haps, may ai>pcar trivial to thofe whofO local knowledge 

« 

renders fuch alliftance, to them, • unnccelTary ; but, as 
their number is comparatively very fmall with thofe who 
require it, the tranllatox requefls the indulgence of the. few, 
in compliment to the many. 
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M E • M O I R S 

OF THE 

MOGUL E M P I R E, 

B Y 

ERADUT KHAN WAZEH, 


1 SHALL begin my narration from the time of niy removal from 
the command of the fortrefs of ’ Imteeauz Gur. For the 
duties of that office I had entertained numerous followers, a 
tenth of a tenth of whom, the fuddennefs of my recall rendeied me 
incapable of paying j bttf, as my life was yet to remain, I made 
my ’■ efcape from among them in the bell manner I could, with 
my family. 

t 

On account of my diftreffed circumftances, and the great diftance 
of my late commaad from the Imperial camp, in oider that I 


* An important fortrefs in Dckkan^ or the fouthern part ol UniJoftan. It is called 
Oodnch by the Hindoos, and is now in poffeflion of the MharattaS, who retook it fooii 
after th*£ death of the Emperor Aulumgeer. 

* ''To be obliged to fly from their*own troops, is frequently thrf cafe with the nobles 
of HinJollan, on recall irom oifLc, or other emergency, as they generally keep up 
more than they can pay \rith regularity* 



might 
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might feme repofe, his majefty had conferred upon me the 
government of 'AhfTunabad Koolburgah, 'fvrhere ,I remained one 
month; and then, leaving my deareft fon, *Huddaiut Oolla, as 
my deputy in that Ration, I proceeded with a few followers to the 
* Stirrup. I had the honour of an audience in -^Pargur, while his. 
majefty was engaged in the redudtion of ^ Kundaneh. He' ihewed 
me much favour, nor had any change taken place in his efteem 
and regard towards me. 1 was Rationed, during the liege, four 
. cofs diftant from the camp, on the only road of communication then 
left, as I had been fuccefsfully employed on thr like fervice, fince 
the commencement of the redu<ftion of Dekkan, at * Beejapore, 
’ Hyderabad, and other places. Though the enemy now was very 
jiumerous, and plundered even to the Ikirts of the camp, yet, by 
the divine afliftance, I maintained my poll with a very trifling force. 
For this fervice, I was honoured with much applaufe by his ma¬ 
jefty, and my reputation with the public became high. Additional 
rank was allb conferred, as a reward, on my deareft fon, and other 
relations, at Koolburgah. 

* A city, forn»erly the capital of the Bhamenee foverei^ns of Dekkan, Ferilhta’s 
Hiflory of whom, and the fucceeding Dynafties, has been tranflated, and will one day 
be offered to the public, fhould their approbation a.wait this attempt. It is now of 
little note, and in polTellion of the Nizam. 

* Ahglice, dire£led by God. 

* Meaning the emperor’s perfon, when travelling. 

A fortrefs in Dekkin. 

' Another in ditto. 

* Once the capital of the Adil Shawee Sultans of Det&an, and celebrated for ks 
magnificence. It was reduced by Aulumgeer, with all the dependencies, except what 
the famous Mharatta chief, Sewajec, who was a rebellious vafial of this monarchy, 
■had wrefted from it. It is now ruined, and in polTefEon. of the Mharattas. Europeans 
have generally written it Viliapour, but thcMulTulmauns as above. 

' This city w’as tbe capital of Golconda an^ Koottub Shawee fultans, the lafl of 
whom was taken prifoner by Aulumgeer, and his kingdom reduced. It is now one 
of the capitals of- tlic Nizam, whoJs however obliged to ihare the revenues with the 
Mharattas. ■ 
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After the redufHon of' Kundaneh and * Raujegur, the emperor 
moved tq another quarter. He had dcfired fevcral of the principal 
nobility to accept the command of the latter, as it was of import¬ 
ance, and but newly conquered; but it Jaeing a port only of diffi¬ 
culty, they had all requefted to be excufed. One evening therefore 
he fent for me, and my fon ’ Moraiid Khan,'and when 1 had 
entered' the prefence, faid, “ I wifh to fend thee to Raujegur, art 
" thou willing to go ? ” I replied, that his flave was ready; upon 
which he gave me part of the coffee before him, and ordered thajj^ 
having drank it in the ♦ Aubffar Khauneh, I fhould come back, ^nd* 
receive my difmiffion. When I returned to the prefcnce, his 
majefty gave me his Wleffing, two hundred mhors, and one coin 
weighing one hundred * mhors, with two horfes to me and my fon, 
and five for my bretheren. Two hundred-bullock loads of grain 
were alfo ordered with me j and the following day, after morning 
prayer, I departed. At taking leave, his majefty promifed that I 
fhould be reeved before the rainy feafon, then about two months 
diftant. 

By the aufpices of the divine blefling, I arrived in fafety at my 
ftation in eight.days, ^d remained there forty; during which, fi oin 
the folitude and romantic fituation of the place, my leifure pafled 
in pleafingly enthufiaftic contemplation. ‘ Munfoor Khan was 

* tlien 


• A-fortrefs in Dekkaiu 

^ Another in ditto. 

* Anglice, object of de&e* 

* The place in which water, Iherbet*, Sfc. arc cooled in ice or faltpctre. 

•» Golden coins, of this and greater weight, were often given as marks of favour. 
Silver-coins, of fevcral hundred rupees value, were alfo in ufc; and there is one of 
them now in the Britift Mufeum, df which the ingenious Mr* Richardfon has given a 
very full defeription, in bis very learned work, the Perfian and Arabic Didlionary. 

• Vi^orious. It is, perhaps,, not yet quite unneceflary to mention, that every 
proper name or tide of perfons, in the Pcifian, and frequently in the Hindoo language, 
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then fent to relieve me, and his majefty wrote with his own hand 
on the firmaun of recall, that, agreeably tg his promifej he com¬ 
manded me to the prefencej to which were added maiiy gracious 

afliirances of favour. I ieft Raujegur with the fame force I had 
« 

comej but as it was a great diftance from the camp, and parties of 
the enemy were hovering abroad, at fcveral places I was much 
prefled. On my arrival at the prefence, I was received with great 

favour. 

# 

« 

‘ Being now again in the,fame fituation as when I quitted 
Imteeauz Gur, (for my jagheer had been ruined by various de¬ 
predations,) I was much diftreflTed in my affairs, when his 
majefty, who was informed of every thing public and private. 
Tent * Ameer Khan to .me with a meffage, importing, that, as 
diftrefs had invaded my affairs, I had better feek a little repofe 
in fome fettled office, and that he would confer upon me the 
* Kelladaree and * Fojedaree of * Mandou, then held by * Nowazufli 
Khan, who, though an ameer of three thoufand, was unequal to 
the poft. 

My attachment ar>d regard to his majefty' were fo great, that, 
cbferving his life verging to the dole, I did not wifh to quit the 

IS an epithet deferiptive of fome quality in them on whom it is conferred, or the donor 
i'uppufes them to poilefs : but, of late years, tides of honour are become fo common, 
as to lofe their refpect; and there are many vlftorious lords of Hindoftan, who never 
faw a battle, or drew a fword againft an enemy. * 

» Noble. 

* Command of a garrifon. 

* Military authority in a diftrift, under which ate the criminal courts of juftice. 

* A very extcnfivc fortrefs in the province of Malwa, of which it was the capital 
under the Patan f9vCreigns. It is now maefi decayed, and in pofleffion of the Mba- 
rattas. 

’ Pofleffing affability. 

prefence, 
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prefence, fearful of never beholding him more, and therefore 
ieclined the offer j but, when my fon and the women of my family 
heard of the refuffal, they became immerfed in grief, for the Soubah 
af Malwa was to them dear as their native place. The difappoint- 
ment of my fon was fuch, that he privately refolved to give up the 
fervice, ^and leave me; *and my whole family were heartlefs and in 
lefpair. At length, overcome by their fltuation, and indeed they 
had jiiftice on their fide, I, in Ipite of my own grief, faid to my 
fon, “ The power is in thy hands; I relign myfelf as a ranfom foj; 
“ thy happinefs." The foul of my Jife went the fame evening to' 
Ameer Khan, and ’informed him of my acceptance of this office. 
As that minilferwas pleafed with my confenting on many accounts, 
he reprefented it to the emperor the lame night, when the affair 
was fettled. Alas ! how can I exprefs what pafled within my owrt 
breaft ? The following morning, at the ' alfembly of juftice, his 
majefty bellowed upon me a hoffe and * khdlaut, and the fame upon 
my fon and grandfon. It was alfo allowed me, at my particular 
requeft, to come daily to pay my refpefts at the prefence, till the 
grants of my new' office could be pi'epared; and tiiough my polls 
of ’ Meer Tozuk and * Darogah of the Dekkan cavalry were given 
to others, yet, from his majclly’s gracious favor, I w'as permitted 
to exercife the duties of them till I left the camp. 


* It was a cuftonn of the Mogul emperors to Tit daily once, for the purpofe of 
hearing and redrefling the complaints of the people, and often twice; but this noble 
ufage was difeontinued by the fucceilbrs of Auluntgeer, which tended greatly to lole 
them the refpe^l of their fuhjedts. 

* An honorary drefe given always to perfoits entering into office, and frequently by 
a’fuperior to an inferior, as a mark of cfleem. It is varied, in riejutefs of materials, 
and number of garments, according to the rank of the receiver. 

* A marihal, whofi^bulincfs it il to preferve order in a proceffion, or line of inarch, 

and to report abfentees. k • 

* Superintendaot, who examines the number of men and horles, to check ffilfe 
mafiers. 


On 
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On the evening before my departure, the emperor opening the 
window of his fleeping apaitment, called,me to him,'and faid, 
Abfence now takes place between us, and our Vneeting again is 
uncertain. Forgive, then, whatever willingly, or unwillingly, 
“ I may have done againft thee, and pronounce the words, J 
“ fofgive! three times, with fmcerity of heart. As tl)ou had 
“ ferved me long, I alfo forgave thee whatever knowingly, orother- 
wife, thou mayeft have done againft me.” Upon hearing thefc 
*expreffions, my fobs became like a knot in my throat, fo that I 
' had not power to fpeak. At laft, after his majefty had repeatedly 
preffed me, I made Ihift to pronounce the ^'^otSs, /forgive ! three 
times, interrupted by heavy fobs. He Ihed many tears, repeated 
the words, and, after bleiSng me, ordered me to retire. Sorrow 
'lay fo heavy upon my mind, that, upon my arrival at ' Aurunga- 
bad, I was feized with a violent illnefs ; but, as my borrowed life 
was not yet required, the foul and body did not feparate. Until 
my arrival at Mandou, I was unable to move, wi^out help, from 
my bed to my feat. My fon remained in the fort with me only 
one night, and then departed for his command at ‘Koterree 
Perrayeh. 1 remained one year immerfed in the fame grief and 
forrow. 

•i / * 

The prince Mahummud * Bedar Bukht being appointed to the 

governinent of Malwa, I paid my reQ)efts to him at ♦Oojein. In 

« 

\ 

V 

* A confiderable city, founded by Aulumgeer before his accciSon to the throne, 
near the celebrated fortrefs of Dowlutabtd in Dekkah. He named it Khojefieh 
Boonniaud, or The Happy Manhon \ but the people called it Aurungabad, in com¬ 
pliment to his title of Aurungzebe, by vrhich Auhimgeer was diftingui&cd bdbre he 
ieized the empire. 

* A diftrifl in Malwa. * 

^ Signifying wahcfulftar, or propitious fortimifr. He was the ddeft fon of Azim Shaw. 

^ Suppofed to be one of the oideft cities in India, and is at preicAt the capital of 
Malwa, and of Mahajec Sindia, a principal Mbaratu chief. 
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a ihort time, fuch a friendfliip grew between us, that a greater 
between a’prince and ful^eft cannot be conceived. He would not 
be an inftant without me: he would not eat of any thing, but he 
lent me part of it; he did nothing of im’portance without alking 
my advice, and confidefed my opinion as religioufly dccifive. In 
Ihort, the particularst of* his favour are beyond relation; but, on 
this account, I became envied by all his dependants. 

Soon after tlus, the illuilrious prince Mahummud ' Azim Shaw,’*^ 
coming from Guzai'at to vilif the emp'eror, paiTed through Malvva, 
on his route to * Ahmfdnuggur. From the favour he had beheld 
me in with his father, my attention to himfelf, and the unbounded 
praifes of his Ion Bedar Bukht, he behaved to me in fuch a gracious ^ 
manner, as to relate would occafion prolixity. When he had gone 
through Malwa, the government of Guzarat was conferred on 
Bedar Bukht, who departed for that province, and Jtook me with 
him as far as theiK'ontiers, beyond which I dared not^pafs without 
leave from the emperor. How fhall I exprefs his manner of part¬ 
ing ? He made me promife to write him weekly, and faid, tltat he 
would favour me as often with letters under his own hand, in¬ 
cluding every important occurrence, in order to have the benefit of 
my advice for his. conduft. This fort of correfpondence was kept 
up between us regularly, till the life of his majefty lhadow ’ of a. 
God arrived, at an end. I muft now. relate fome particulars of % 
that important event*. 

‘ The 

’ Signifying great king. He was the third by birth, but fecond furvivlng fon of 
Aulumgeer. 

A confidcrable city of Dekkan, the capital of the Nizam Shawee fultanf, 
reduced xo the Mogul yoke under Shaw^Jchaun, but now under the Mharattas. 

^ An epithet common to majefty, with al! the orientals. 

* It may not be amifs to infert here two letters written by Aulumgevt to bis-lbncy . 
Azim bhaw and Kaum Bukflt., a few. days before liis death. 


. MiS 

• 1<?07 
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emperor, a few days before his death, with a ftri<2nefs of 
command feldoni to be enforced by monarchs at fucfi. a.feafon, 

dilpatchud 

Shaw Azm Sha\^ 

HEALTH to thee! My heart is near thee. Old ^gc is arrived : weaknefs fubducs 
me, and ftrength has forfaken all my members. 1 came a flrangcr into tliis world, 
and a Arangcr 1 depart. 1 know nothing of my/elf, what 1 am, and for wliat I am 
deifined. The ijiltant which pailed in power, hath left only forrow behind it. 1 have 
( ^ not been the guardian and protetl^or of the empire. My valuable time has been pail'cd 
* vxpnly. I had a patron in my own dwelling, ('confciencc,) but'his glorious light was unfeen 
by my dim fight. Life is not lafting; there is no veftige of departed breath, and all hopes 
from futurity are loft. The fever has left me, but noj^jljing of me remains hut fkin and 
bone. My fon, (Kaum Buk£b,)’ though gone towards Beejapore, is ftill near; and 
thou, my fon, art yet nearer. The worthy of efteem, Shaw Aulum, is far diftant ; 
*• and my grandfon, (Azeem Oofliavin,) by the orders of God, is arrived near Hindoftan. 
The camp and followers, helplefs and alarmed, arc, like myfclf, full of affli6^ion, reft- 
le& as the quickTtlver. Separated from their lord, they know not If they have a maftci 
or not. ^ 

I brought nothing into this world, and, except the infirmit'^of man, crury nothing 
out. I have a 3read for niy faivation, and with what torments I may be puniflied. 
Though I have ftrong reliance on the mercies and bounty of CJod, yet, regarding mj 
a<£!lions, fear wi*l not quit me; but, when I am gone, reflcdlion will not remain 
Come then what may, 1 have laundied my veflel to thCfWaves, Though Providence 
will protect the camp, yet, regarding appearances, tjic andcavours of my fons arc in- 
difpenfably incumbent. Give my laft prayers to my grandfon, (Bcdar Bukht,) whom 
I cannot fee, but the defire affefts me. The Begum (his daughter) appears afHl£led ; 
but God is the-only judge of hearts. The foolifh thoughts of women produce nothing 
but difappointnaent. Farewell! farewell! farewell! 

- To the Prince Kaum Bupm. 

MY fon, neareft to my heart. Though in the height of my power, and byGod’i 
permifiion, I gave you advice, and took with you the greatefl pvVins, yet, as it wai 
not the divine will, you did not attend with the ears of compliance. Now I depart: 
ftrangcr, and lament my own infignificance, what does it profit me r I carry will 
me the fruits of my fins and impeifedions. /Surprizing f rovidence! I came hen 
alone, and alone^J depart. The leader of*tl^s caravan hath deferced me. I'he fever 
which troubled me for twelve days, has left me. Wht reyer I look, 1 fee nothing bu 
tike Divinity. My fears for the camp and followers are great; but, alas! 1 know no 
myfelf. My back is bent with-weaknefs, and my feet have loft the powers of motion 

7 Th 
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dlipatched the prince Azim Shaw towards Malwa, and Kaum BukAi 
to his govemmei\t of Beqapore. His reafon for this proceeding 
was, that no feuds might arife upon his death, in an enemy’s 
country, between his fons, to endanger the repofe of his fubjefts. 
Had the two princes rer^ned together in the camp, fuch would 
bave beefti the caA;, as occurred afterwards on the death of Shaw 
Aulum, whofe four fons were together in the camp, when, though 
not in an enemy’s country, the families, fortunes and honour of , 
world became plunged in the, depth of ruin. 

Azim Shaw, though Knowing the dangerous lilnefs of his father, 
dared not difobey the orders of march. He departed from the 
camp, but his motions were flow and cautiousnor did the cm-' 
peror prcfs him to expedition, after the three firfl: marches. He 

% 

The breath which roft^^ is gone, and left not even hope behind it. ^ have committed 
numerous crimes, and know not with what punifliments I may be fcized. Though 
the Froteflor of manj^ind will guard the camp, yet care is incumbent alfo on the 
faithful, and my fons. When I was alive, no care was taken; and now 1 am gone, 
the confequence may.be gtyefled. The guardianfliip of a people is the truft by God 
committed to my fons. A«m Shaw is near. Be cautious that none of the faidiiul are 
flain, or their miferies fall upon my^ead. I refign you, your mother and fan, to God; 
asl myfelf am going. The agonies of death come upon me Faft. Bahadur Shaw is 
ftil] where he was, and his fon is arrived near Hindoftan. Bedar Bukht is inGtizarat, 
Flyaut al NiiTa, ^who has beheld no aiRifHons of time till now, is full of^ikroM’S. Re* 
gard the Begum as without concern. Odiporce, your mother, was a partner in my 
illncfs, and wifhes to accompany me in death; but every thing has its appointed time. 

The domclUcs and courtiers, however deceitful, yet muft not be ill-treated. Ix is 
neceffary to gain your views by gendenefs and art. Extend your feet no lower than 
youf fkirt. The complaints of the unpaid troops are as before. Dara Shekkoh, though 
of much judgment and good underftanding, fettled large pcnfions on his people, bi t 
paid them ill, and they wire ever difc^tentedi. I am going. Whatever good or evil 
I have done, it wai. for you. Take it not amifs, nor remember WiWt oftVnccs J hnve 
done to yourfelf; that account may not be demanded pf me hereafter. No one has 
feen the departure of his own foul; but I fee that mine is departing. 

c 
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even laid to ’ Hummeed ad dien Rhan, to whom he Iiad committed 

« 

the charge of his funeral rites, ** Three days after my death, one 
“ of my fons will arrive in camp, and fend my remains to Aurun- 
“ gabad in a proper manner/’ On Friday the twenty-eighth ol 
Zeekaud, his majefty performed his morning devotions in company 
with his attendants; after vvhich, as was frequently his' cuftom, 
he exclaimed, “ O that my death may happen on a Friday, fot 
, 7 blefied is he who dieth on that day ! *’ Soon after, he had occa- 
fion to retire. Upon his return towards his bed, he had begun 
the ‘ tiummum, as was ^ways his cuftom till water for the ’ wuzzoc 
could be brought, and had made one Iprinkling, when fuddenly 
his moft pure fpirit fled from the narrownefs of corporeal confine¬ 
ment, to the boundlefs expanfion of the Moft High. "We are from 
God, and to God we muft return. His hands remained clafped, 
and in motion, for fome time after he had ccafed to breathe. How 
can I exprefs,my own feelings? This much I know, that the 
kindnefs, favour and diftihfHon, for fifty years, of that atom- 
cj^erifliing fun to me, his hdmble Have, his great aftions, his glory, 
his piety, his perfeverance in virtue ft'om you^h to age, the revolu¬ 
tions of his reign, and all the wonderful events of time, rufhed 
upon my memory at once in a fea of grief, and overwhelmed my 
heart, fo that I. forgot mylblf, and knew not what paffed around 


me. ft 


Azim Shaw, bring informed of the event-by his agents, and the 
nobles who affedted to embrace his intereft, arrived on the third 


* Angiicc, Aider of the faith* /' 

* A purificatioijib'/ Crinkling of duft ovcr'tli^ body, ordered by.Mahutnmud for the 
convenience of his followers innabitiiig the dry deferts of Arabia, where water is toe 
v.duable for the poor to ufe on flight occafions, 

^ Ditto with water. 
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sf ' Zeehudge at the camp at Ahmednuggur. He omitted no ftiew 
af afFedlicJn and refpefl to his dcceafed fathei-, but^ like the orphans 
thofe ill humble life, Ihedjnany tears. 

Many ct the chief imperial fervants, as * Muttullub Khan, 

' Khoddabundch Khan,* * Terbeut Kban, and others, had a real 
attachment to Azim Shaw. Some neither loved or hated him 
and a few, though they dilliked, yet, from inability to oppofe, 
prudently fubmitted to his authority. Three Mogul chiefs only*, 
delayed to come iji to offer their allegiance, ’ Feeroze Jung, *his 
foil Cheen Koollich Khan, and * Mahummud Ameen Khan. 

I 

On the tenth of Zeehuge, iii8, Azim Shaw aicended the. A. C. 1707. 
throne of empire amidft the ufual rejoicings, and conferred favours 
on the nobility according to their ftations, but on few in a manner 
affording fatisfaclion. Here I muft be permitted "to mention one 
or two inftanccs of the wonderful accomplifhment bf the decrees 
of Providence.. While he was only a prince, moft of the nobility 
were attached to Azim Shaw, and regarded him as pofTeffing every 
approved quality fqr empire j but almoft immediately after his 
acceffion to the throne, tilt general opinion was altered, fi om his 
own conduft. He flighted the principal nobility, and betrayed 
great parfimony to the army, ailing as if he had no occafion for 
their fervices. This proceeded from a vain belief that nbne dared 

to oppofe him, and that his elder brother, Shaw Aulum, relin- 

> 

^ The twelfth month of the Arabian year. 

Anglice, Object of the wifli* 

3 Slave of God. * ’ \ 

♦ Accompbfhed in manners and morals. * ' - 

5 Fortunate in war. 

Faithful in Mahummud* 

C 2 quifliinf’' 
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qulfhing to him fuch a vaft empire as Hindoftan, without a ftmg- 
gle, would fly for fafety to another clime.. At the fame time, be 
openly declared Ids jcaloufy of his own fon, Bed'ar Bukht, whofe 
favour with the late emperor had difpleafed liim. He treated the 
old nobility with contempt, and would fay publicly, that they were 
hot fit for his fervice. He removed Terbe'ut Khan, a vet^^ran and 
loyal general, from his command of the artillery, in the mofl: in- 
fulting manner, without any notice, and conferred that importani 
'Ration on a young man of low rank among his creatures. In 
fliOrt, I cannot enumerate all the ill omens to the fortune of Azira 
Shaw, which proved the will of Provideneq to kave decreed heaven 
bellowed empire to Shaw Aulum. He who prideth in himfelf is 
ruined. When the will of God hath decreed an event, all things 
aid the accomplilhment. 

i 

Mahummud Kaum Buklh received intelligence of the emperor’s 
death, on his .third day’s march from Ahmednuggur, and was im¬ 
mediately deferted by Mahummud Ameen Khan, and all the Too- 
raunee Moguls, though they had been purpofely appointed for his 
prote£lion, at this crifis, by Aulumgeer. In ^addition to this mis¬ 
fortune, ’Zoolfeccar Khan, his bittereR enemy, who had once 
confined him at the fiege of ‘ linjce, lay in his route with a confi- 
derable army, fo that it was probable his perlbn would be ieized 
by this nobleman, in order tq obtain the favour of the new empc- 
ror. Azim Shaw had difpatchcd orders to that effcdl j but Zool¬ 
feccar Khan, either from policy or compalfipn, did not obey them, 
and Kaum Buklh arrived in fafety at Begapore, which he was al- 

i 

■ Anglicc, Lord of the deftroying weapon. /This was tjic name of a feymetar 
belonging to Ali, for>rin-law to the prophet. 

* A celebrated f6rtrefs in the Carnatk. 
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lowed to keep, as his brother, being eager to quit Dekkan, did not 

endeavour to remove him. 

# 

Azim Shaw now proceeded with the* Imperial camp towards 
Agra, by regular itages; as if the principal of a caravan, and taking 
the route of Toomree,‘quitted the broad and ealy road of Akbef- 
pore, on his left j proving, by this imprudent ftep, that, when 
delliny is unfavourable, man always doeth that which is wrong. 
The route of Toomree was hill) , full of woods, and, for many- 
long fpaces, void of water j that, during two days march, great * 
numbers of men, vvomen, children, and animals, pcriftied through 
Fatigue and thirft. It was remarked by numbers, at the time, that 
this foreboded evil to the fortune of Azim Shaw; for he had raihly 
neglefled the example of his father Aulumgeer, who, when march-’ 
ing againft ' Dara Shekkoh, had chofen the route of Akberpore. 

4 

I muft now retuim to the affairs of Bedar Bukht,^ whom it was 
my fortune to join. This prince, on the death of Aulumgeer, re¬ 
ceived orders frdm his father, Azim Shaw, to march immediately 
from Guzarat, and proceed towards Lahore, to prevent the advance 
of Shaw Aulum from Cabul. Bedar Bukht had the gjeateft and 
moft Ancere affeftion for Kis grandfather, who equally loved hintj 
and on that account the father and fon became jealous of each other. 
Upon receipt of the melancholy news, he was overwhelmed with 
real grief, which dwelt long upon his mind -, for, when I faw him 
afterwards at Oojein, ^he would frequently weep at recolledlion of 
his lofs. In obedience to the orders of his father, he departed 
fiom Guzarat without delay, at the head of only three thoufand 


* A moll excellent and authcntic\^ccount of this prince’s adventures and misfor¬ 
tunes may be fecn in Bcrniec.*s Travels, which are bound up in Churchill's and Lord 
Oxford's CoUedtion of Voyages. Dow alfo details them^ but 1 prefer Bernier’s 
account, as more ardefs* 

horft. 
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liorfe, his own dej^ndants, and carried with him about thirty 
lacks of rupees in treafure, property of his own, not prf fuming to 
touch ' twenty lacks in the Imperial trcaiury, leJl it Ihould raife 
fufpicions of his fidelitynn the mind of his father. For the fame 
reafon, he made not any addition to his. force, though he could 
with eafe have raifed a great army, anef might have procured a 
“corore of rupees from the bankers and renters, by way of loan, 
without oppreflion, as did ’Moraud Bukfh, when he marched 
•from this piovince againft Dara Shekkoh. 

On the eve of his march, he difpatched % letter to me and feveral 
others on his routes but the couriei-s brouglit none to hand in due 
time, the public j oads being guarded by officers, who had‘orders 
to fearch all meflengers, and inlpefl letters. As the prince expedled 
me on the frontiers of Malwa, he was much difappointed on his 
arrival thei'e, and repeatedly exclaimed, “ What can have happened, 
** to prevent, the coming of Eradut Khan ? ” My enemies, and 
feveral envious perfbns, took occafion to defame me, faying, that 1 
would never join him ; for, know’ing the jeaioufy between him and 
his fatlier, who was now emperor, 1 was goqe to<;ourt his favour. 
In this manner did my enemies addrefs him* till he arrived neai 
Cojein} when, not finding me there, in fpite of his regard and 
reliance upon me, fufpicion found room in his mind of my fidelity. 

’ Two hundred thcrufand pounds. 

^ One m'n'uui ditto. ^ 

^ AngHce, Accoinplifl'icr of the wifli. Youngeft Ton of the emperor Shaw Jchiun. 
aid brother to Aulumgeer, who, having mude ufe of him to aitsin the defeat ofjiii 
elder broih‘.rs, confined him in the fortrefs of Gualiar, and nfterwards had him put tc 
-death, on his being tried and condemned for munler, on the accufation of a dependant, 
whofe father he h«d^ executed for fome crimj^ when in power. Aulnmgecr wa? 
obliged to difplace tne firft judge before whom the caufir was brought, as lie rofufed tc 
give fentence, feying, that a prince putting a man to death in the cxcrcifc of his du- 
thurity, for a ciimc, ought not to be accounted murder. 
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At length, on the firft of 'Mohirrim, the prince’s letters were ^ h. mg 
brought lYie altogethec, and immediately after, having loaded a ‘ 
fraall tent and fdme neceflkries on two trained camels, I departed 
from Mandou, leaving the fortrels in charge of ray dear relation, 
and friend, Meer Sunjir. 


'The prince had been for fome time encamped near Oojein, 
ivaiting for the lucky day to make his entry into that city, fb that 
by chance I reached the camp at the inftant of good fortune. He* 
svas moving in his * nallekee*towards«the town, when he perceived 
me at a diftance, and faid to his attendants, “ Is not that Eradut 
“ Khan that I lee? ” And was fcarcely anfwered, when I came up. 
lie flopped his train, and opening wide his arras, cried, “ Come, 
come my friend! in expeflation of whom my eyes have been 
ftretched, even to dimnefs.” I kifled his feet, and prefented my 
offering. He prefled my head to his'bofom, add taking off his 
* neem-afteen, put it on my fhoulders. His firft words were 
lamentations mingled with tears, for the deceafed emperor his 
grandfather, foi' whom he knew the fincerity of ray grief. He 
then ordered me to mount my liorfe, and ride near him ; anti, as 
we procealed to the lity, related all that had happened to JiirafcJf, 
and his anxiety at not mee'ting me on the borders of the province.. 
When 1 had fiitisfied him for my delay, he commanded thofe who 
had Ijicken againft me to quit his prefence, with much difpleafure, 
and reliifed to admit them again for many days. 


' The fivft mouth, of the Arabian year. 

* A canopied litter peculiar to,the princes, and allowed nov then to fome few 
great oflicrrs of ftatc. It is generally of rich materials, and often entirely of filver. 
It is carried on the fiioiddcrs of twelve or fixtcen bearers, on three poles, one on each 
fide, like our leJans, and the third r\injng under the middle of flic u>ac'htfic. 

^ An upper robe with Italf-fleevcs, commonly made of gold or illver tiHuc. For a 
prince, or perfon of high rank, to confer any pait of his own drefs on an interior,, is 
accounted a very great honour to the receiver. 
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Bedar Bukht did not. remain in the palace of Oojein ; but, after 
Yiewing the city, pitched his camp on the. bank of the’ river, at 
about a cofs diftant. Here he was attended by * Abdoollah Khan, 
tlic foub.adar of Malwa, and continued one month and twenty days, 
expefting the arrival of his father, when that rafti prince wrote 
him the following hrmaun: 

" Why have you not haftened on, nor funk the boats in the 

‘ SuttuUudge, to prevent the approach of the enemy ? Though 
“ he dare not face me, yet you have been guilty of high negleft.” 

t 

Soon after my arrival in camp, the prince fent a ’Nifltaun, 
with the following words in his own hand, to my dear fon 
” Huddaiut Oollah Khan, then Fojedaur of a diftria of about two 
days journey from Oojein. 

Your father, one of my moft efteemed dependants, attends 

C 

“ the fl-irrup. I am furprized that you have not as yet come to the 
“ prefence." 

f 

My Ion, in reply, wrote to the prince, tliat he ihould fhortly 
feck the honour of an audience; but privately to me, defiring that 
I would reprefent to his highnefs, what refpefl .would not permit 
him to mention himfelf. This was, that though I had no force 
under me, yet my attendance and advice might be of ufe; blit that 
he, unlefs at the head of troops, could do no fervice; that he hati 
then with him two thoyfand veteran Ibldiers, all his followers foj 
twenty years, who would acctmipany lum without the limits of hi; 


■ Slave of God. ^ ' 

* One of the five rivers between Cabul and Lahore. 

’ I'be letters of the emperor arc ftyled firmauns, thofe of princes, nlfiiauns* 

* Dlrcdled by God. 


government 


government. Of thefe he had fent a return to the prince, whom 
he would immediately attend, on the advance of a month’s pay to 
enable him to march; but without that they muft be excufed. 

His highnefs, in answer to this meflage, faid to me, “ To give 
« Huddaiut Oollah this fum, or much greater, I would not hefi- 
“ tate} * but, alas ! ihould I call in fuch a force, as your attachment 
“ to me has been reprelented to my father in a fuipicious view by 
“ interefted perlbns, he would inflantly, on the jundtion of youi; 
“ fon’s troops, be convince;! of my dilloyalty, and turn his arms* 
“ from Shaw Aulum-againft me. Write this to your Ion.” I did 
lb; and he declined Coming to tlie camp, writing to me the 
following words: “ I refign you to the protedtion of a gracious 
“ God, fince I am prevented by my iU>foitune from paying my 

duty in perfon. I wifti you could leave the party with which 
“ you are engaged, as I fee deftiny will to it prove unfavorable.’* 
God be prailed, that from his prudent caution; my dear fon 
remained lecure from the cnfiiing troubles. ' 

Bedar Bukht, agreeable to the orders of his father, moved 
towards Agra, ‘and |was joinol from the prefence by Zoolfeccar 
Khan, Ram Sing Harrah, zemindar of 'Koteh, and Dulput 
* Bonedela, alfo Amaun OoUa Khan, who were fent by Azim Shaw, 

* A principtJ zemlndary in Malwa^ now nanch circumrcribe^ by the Mharattas, 
who allow the raja, a defcendant of Ram Sing’s, but a very linall proportion of his 
lands. • 

^ The Bonedela tribe of Rajapootes are the poflcflbrs of Bonedclcund, an cxtenfivc 
tra£t, lying partly in the Agra, and partly in the province of Allahabad. Their proper 
chief, the raja of Oorcha, defeended from Ber Sing Deo, the founder of the family 
kmponance, pofleflcs bpt little territory, far the greateft part having been vrrefted fiom 
his hdufe by Chutterfaul, one of a y^Ji^er branch of the BonedClas, whofe dei'cendants 
now hold hiseftates jointly with the Mharattas, who have a third part of the lands, ai)d 
produce of the diamond mines of Pirna« 
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as much to guard the prince’s motions as to aflift him. ' Meerza 
Raja Jey Sing, * Khan Aulum a Dekkan chief, with h’S brother 
^ Munnower Khan, and other officers, alfo joined from the prefence, 
with about fix thoufand liorfe. 

a 

The prince ♦ Mahummud Azeem Oofhawn, who had, by 

Aulumgeer’s orders, left his government of Bengal to proceed to 

the prefence, had' reached the vicinity of Agra, when he heard of 

|he emperor’s deceafe; upon which he marched to fecure that city 

•for, his father, Shaw Aulum. * Mi^klitai- Khan, the foubadar, 

who was attached to Azim Shaw, and father-in-law to Bedar 

Bukht, hoping to impede his progrefs, fuhk all the boats in the 

Jumna, and placed guards at the neareft fords. But, alas! what 

power had fuch a vafTal to face the fon of his decreed fovereign ? 

The prince moved. higher up, and having croffed the river, took 

him prifoner j but regarding his former fervices, and thofe of his 

1 

* Zemindar of ^ confidcrable territory in the province of Ajmcre, named Ambccr; 
but fincc this prince's founding a new city called Jeypore, the rajafhip has alfo taken that 
name. Jcypore is reckoned the moft regular built city in Hindoftan; and Europeans, 
who have fecn it, fpeak highly of its magnificence. Jey Sing was a great encourager ot 
fclence, and built fevcral obfervatories for aftronomical Asdics. He alfo erected a 
caravanferai and market in every province of Hindeftan, for the convenience of tra¬ 
vellers, at hts own expcnce. The .prefent raja of Jcypore, his grond-nepliew, poiTefles 
the city, but not much territory, part of which has been feized by vafTals of his family, 
and part by the Mharatus and Mogul chiefs, to both of whom he is tributary. Jcypore 
h the great mart for horfes from Perfia and the northern provinces of HindoAah ; and 
the old citadel of Ambeer, clofe to it, is laid to contain vaft wealth laid up by Jey Sing. 
'J'iiis will probably one day fall into the hands of the Mhafattas, if they arc not loon 
diverted from their operations in this part of India, by troubles in Dekkan, that Oiall 
furnifh them employment nearer home. 

* Anglice, Lord of the worid. 

* Enlightened lord ^ * 

* Anglice, Of high dignity j fccond fon of Shaw Aulum, the cldcft furviving fon 
«f Aulumgeer. 

Anglice, Powerful lord. 
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family, did not offer him perlbnal injuries. ^ It had as yet been the 
ufage of the princes of, this illuftrious houfe, though a nobleman 
according to hist connexions with one of them, appeared againft 
another in the field, that the viXor did ijot put him to death, or 
clif^ace him. On th& contrary, the fidelity and valour difplayed 
by him, ,m the caufc of a defeated rival, were fure recommendations 
to the conqueror’s favour. The princes knew that the ftability of 
power and regulation of empire refted on the fupport of an expe~ 
rienced nobility, and they would frequently obfcrve, “ that their 
“ enmity was not to the thronej fpr whenever a prince became* 
" fixed uiK>n it, ftey were faithful fubjeXs. If then we deftroy 
“ them,* through whom can we adminifter the government." By 
this wife policy of the Imperial family, the rules and order of the 
extenfive empire of Hindoftan remained uninjured by the quarrels 
of the princes.—But to return to my fubjeX. 

When Mahummud Bodar Bakht approached the banks of the 
’ Chumbul, and Azim Shaw arrived near * Gualiar, Aeeem Oofliawti 
detached a confiflerablc body from Agra, under ’ Motufhum Khan, 
to guard the fords. Bcdar Bukht was fond of enterprize, jealous 
of his honour,* an^ of high mind tempered with prudence. A 
rivaUhip for ^ry had always fubfifted between him and his father, 
Azim Shaw, who was of rafli courage, and never looked beyond 
the prefent in his conduX. Like the ♦ whifker-twifting vaunters 

* A river in the province of Agra. 

* One of the moft celebrated foxtrefles of Hindoftan, an elegant plate of which, 

with the account of its capture by a detachment under colonel Pc^)hain, in 1780, has 
been given to the public by major Rennell; but mother, on a larger fcale, with a 
more minute defeription of the place, is now pitparing by the ingenious Mr. W, Hodges, 
well known for his drawings under Captain Cook, and for his views of places in India, 
taken by himfelf on the fpot« V ^ 

^ Dignified. 

* The twift of the whiilcers in India, and die outrageous cock of the hat in England, 

arc alike charaAerifiic, * 
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of HindoRan, if his fon made any delay on his march, he would 
jeft and fiieer, attributing it to cowardice, and dread of the enemy. 
On this account, Bedar Buhkt refolved to crofs the Chumbul im¬ 
mediately, and attack t|?e pofts of Motulhum Khanj but this 
proceeding was ftrongly oppofed by ZoolfQccar Khan, an experi¬ 
enced general of approved condudt j upon .which a ftrange conten¬ 
tion took place, which is worthy of relation. 

A number of low-minded peribns, vain and imprudent, fuch as 
. al-e too frequently the favorites of princes, who thought themfelves 
capable antagonifts for the nobility of Azeem Ofhawn, 'regarding 
this as a fit opportunity to fhew their loyalty and attachment, in¬ 
terfered in the condudb of affairs. As Zoolfeccar Khan, in the 
opinion of fome, was fufpedted of treachery, they feized this occa- 
fion to perfuade the prince that he correfponded with Shaw Aulum, 
and wUhed to delgy engaging till his approach, in order to com¬ 
plete his defignc of defertion to his caufe. God only knows the 
heart, and perhaps it might have been fo j but, in the eye of un- 
dei'fianding, good policy alone feemed to infiuence his condu£l: in 
this affair. 

■ ' I 

When he was informed that the prince had refolved on croffing 
the river the next morning, he repeatedly reprefented, through the 
proper officers, that fuch a ftep was by no means advifeable at the 
prefent crifis; but the prince refufed to take his opinion. Upon 
this, Zoolfeccar Khan went himfelf to his highnefs’s tents, and 
requefted an audience, fetting forth, that he fiad affairs of import¬ 
ance to communicate j but the prince would not admit him, and 
lent word, that nightly council was unlucky, therefore he mufl 
wait till the morning. I had heard o£ Zoolfeccar Khan’s advice 
during the day, and of the prince’s difient,, but knew not what had 
paffed at night y for I made it a rule never to go to his councils, 

unleli 
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unlefs call^ upon; and his highnefs had never failed, till now, to 
fend for me. It Jiappened, that I had been this day to vifit Zool- 
feccar Khan, at his eamefl; requelt, but not a word on the affair 
in debate paffed between us. Some envious perfons, however, took 
this occafion to perfuade^the prince, that I was a partner with the 
general; •and, notwithftanding his convidion of my fidelity, his 
highnefs, in his prefent humour, believed them. Hence it is, that 
the ancients obferved* “ We fhould never rely on the favour of 
“ princes; for when their minds are difgufted, though without • 
“ caufe, a thoufand years of confidence may be deftroyed in one 
“ inftant of fufpicion.” • 

# 

The day following, fuddenly, before morning prayer, the march 
of battle was founded, and the prince, completely armed, mounted 
the elephant which he always rode in the day of qftion. I was at 
my devotions, when I heard the drums; but dreffing myfelf in 
hafte and aftonilhment, I fpeeded to attend him. Me had moved 
fome dillance from the tents before I came up. I found him, with 
an angry countenance, and contemptuous exclamation, uttering 
reproachful terms ofj Zoolfeccar Khan, as deceiver, traitor, falfe 
wretch, and the like, to fbijie fervile attendants round his elephant,; 
but, on perceiving me, he became filent, and looked more dif- 
pleafed. According to cuftom, I alighted from my horfe to make 
. my obeifance, of which he took no notice, nor fpoke, nor fmiled 
upon me as he was wont to do, hut turned his head another w^ay. 
Though much hurt at this flight, I took my fiation as ufual on 
his right hand, clofe to the ear of his elephant, and ruminated on 
the* change in his behaviour, while my enemies, who during the 
night had formed ,th,is ’ telifm, were rejoicing all around at my 
diftrefs. Though liis highnefs*did not f|)eak to* them after my 


Charm, or talifinan. 
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arrival, yet I judged, by their exulting, and winking to on< 
another, that Ibmewhat highly pleafing to 'them had happened. 

Juft then, Zoolfeccar Khan lent an officer to requeft I would 
attend him j for he hoped that, at my delire, the prince would 
alter his intention of paffing the river. I'informed his highnefs ol 
tlie officer’s coming, for I never vilited any of the nobility without 
permiffion. Upon this, he angrily exclaimed, “ Go! ' Youi 
. quiver alfo hangs at his belt! ” I then delired the officer to 
return, aird tell what he had heard,'as I cou,ld not goj but the 
prince, with a furious afpeft, cried out, Be gone! Why don’t 
.you go to your friend ? ” At beholding this, a giddinefs feized 
my brain, and I became diftradled; for I never expefted fuch 
words from him, whede favour I thought fmeere, and prided my- 
felf oh deferving, by my fidelity. I became raging, ralh, and im¬ 
petuous, and laid, “ What bufinefs can I, the humbleft of the 

“ humble, have with nobles of ZooWeccar’s exalted rank? He 

\ 

was the firft general of your grandfather j but your father has 
now detached him under your command, and certainly the 
power is at prefent in your hands, to trea|: him as you pleafe.’* 
His highnefs, upon this, more angply than ever, exclaimed, 
“ Surely the emperor hath not made you my tutor I ” What 
Ihall I fay ? Heaven and earth feemed to fall at once upon my 
llioulders, and I wilhed to die that inftant j but thefe . words invo¬ 
luntarily flipped from my tongue: ” What is my ability, to be- 
“ come tutor to a prince like your highnefs ? Yet, Ihould the truft 
be offered me, I would rather fly from Ibciety with a fliorn head, 
than aocepfit,” To this he made no reply, and 1 quitted his 
perfon without ceremony. ^ 

* An Idiomatical expreffion, figaifjuig diat be was attached to his party. 
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I had not gone far, when the generous, forbearing, patient and 
benevolent prince, cheriflier of his friends, fcnt to me the * daroga 
of his khowaus, ^to lajf, as from himfelf, “ What troublefome 
“ dreams hath my friend fecn, to diforder his imagination, and 
“ make him rave ? Know you not, that fpics have prgudiced my 
“ father againft you, as my advifer ? Therefore, as much con- 
“ tentioirpaffed laft night, between me and Zoolfeccar Khan, and 
" I have juft now infulted that deceitful traitor, I fpoke angrily to 
you alfo, to remove fufpicion of my treatment of him proceeding 
“ from your cdunfel, not fupoofing you could mifappmhend 
Upon this, I ftopped till the* prince fcame up, when he called me 
to him, and fmiling, whilpered in my ear, “ I have beheld your 
“ deep penetration.” I replied, “ I did not expeft fuch expreflions 
“ from your highnefs.” He anfwered, “ I alfo wifhed to try 
" your patience, my friend, who- pretend to fo much prudence, 
“ with fuch heat and palfion.” Having faid this, he took from 
his neck a large cornelian of * Yemmun, on which were engraved 
fome prayers in a beautiful charafler, and giving it- to me, laid 
aloud, “ Admire this graving!” at the fame time nodding that I 
Ihould keep it; but I returned it, .liguifying privately, that the 
gift was improper befpre lb many envious witnelJes. At length, 
my late exulting and mean^lpirited enemies, l^ing me again in 
favour, retired to a diftance, and left me to converfe with hia high¬ 
nefs i who then laid, “ Surely you muft have forgotten what my 
father wrote to me, concerning you, three days fince, and my 
“ anfwer to hismajefty!” That afeir I will relate. 

The prince had thi^ days before received a lirmaun under his 
fatfier’s own ha^*, and I went with hint to meet it, agreeable to 
cuftom. About midnight,, he fent for me again, and carried me 

* Oweifeer cf domefiic attendants. * Arabia Felix. 
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into the fleeping apartment of his ' mahal, where he had been 
fitting with the mother of * Bedar Dil, who retired as I came in, to 
another chamber. He gave me the firmauli, and defired me to read 
it. In it was written, in Azim Shaw’s own hand, the following 
Icntaice: " You are day and night confulting with Eradut Khan; 

“ I wifh to know for what purpofe !” When I had returned the’ 
paper, his highnefs atked what was fit to write in anfwer;’ 

I replied, “ I am your fervant. Difmils me for the prefent, 
and when my duty is requifite, I will infiantly return.” He 
c;{claimed, “ You muft not leave me j but fpme anfwer muft be 
" written. I will attempt one; but ^^ou muft alfo compofe 
“ another, and we will lend that we both approve.” He then gave 

me pen, ink and paper, from Jiis ftandifli, and feated me at a lamp. 
He wrote, and I wrote. When, we liad finiflied, it appeared, on 
comparifon, that we had both written the lame, almoft without 
the difterence of* a word, as follows: 

" It muft'\>e remembered in the facred mind, that your majefty, 
“ in pafling through Malwa to the pretence of the ’ Shadow of 
God, faid to your Have, Eradut Khan is our hufehold fervant^ 
** truly loyal, wife and experienced. I give him to you, that, when 
• importemt affairs JbaU com in agitation, you may corfuU. with him. 
** Health to your majefty! What crifis of affairs can be more im- 
“ portant than the prefent ? According to the orders founded in 
benevolence, I do confult with him daily, on all affairS public' 
and private. I know not what fufplcions thofe admitted to the 
prefence may have formed of this faithful fervant, but, were 
they communicated to tne, I could remove them to the fatisfac- 
“ tion of your majefty.” 


* The ladies apartments, 
cmjwror Aulungeer. 
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Anglice, Vigilant mind. 
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The prince applauded me much, and laid, ** with this able 
“ judgement and the fimilarity of our dUpofitions, how can I 
“ avoid giving you my efteem ? ” But to be fincere in this affldr, 
jullice was on the fide of Azlm Shaw; for Bedar Bukht was rival 
to his father, and waited opportunity to dethrone him. As for 
me, I was never in the.iervlce of Azlm Shaw, nor had ever made 
him profelHons of duty, being wlmlly devoted to his fon. 

Being alone with him one night, he fuddenly threw his arms 
about my neck, and holding down his head upon my breaft, faidt. 
** If a foverelgn and parent fecks the life of a fon, and that fon is 
truly informed of his intcntipn, how Ihould he aft in felf- 
“ defence ? H?ive you a* precedent for it ? ” 

I replied, Such a queftlon Is unnecd&ry. The belmviouf of 
«< ySur ' grandfather to his father is a fufficient precedent; and 
ibvereigns are forced to expedients which are not juftifiable in 
“ other men.” ^ • 

Conflation' of this fi^rt often pafled between ut{ and one 
evening he a&«d,me^ ho,w he might gain an^oppormnity of i^zing 
his &ther. I replied, (mpoitiintty thus: When 

** he h^' galAe^ the Shatv Ati!&nn; yon will the 

*< firft to congratulate him# The troops will then be lK!]f«ted 
** hem and there in fearch of plunder, or Rooking .;^ter the dead 
and wounded j and, as the tents will not be ready, your father 
<< will be only tmder,a * lhaumianeh, furrounded by a few ’ kanauts. 

* * Alluding to Aalumgeer’fi dethronement of Shaw Jchaun^ 

* A canopy of cotton cloth* 

* Walls of cotton eloth, which are always pitched round the tents of all who can 
afford them. The principal chiefs Havc them, cndoling gibund of a gicat extent 
round theirs. T^ey have a very fplcndid appearance. Bernier gitc^ a good dtferip- 
tion of a Mogul camp, to which the curious may refer. 
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You will be admitted to audience, attended by fuch of your fol- 
“ lowers as may have defervM notice in the.a£lion by tlieir gallant 
conduct j and, at fuch a time, tJicy will be allowed their arms. 
“ It is probable your father will not have many perfons with him 
** betweeh the kanauts. Then is your time.” The prince eagerly 
exclaimed, “ You have Ipoken well! Dare you, at fuch a time, 
** ftrike the blow ? *' 

I replied, that though the aft was eafy, yet a &cred oath relied 
upon our family never to ihed the blood of a prince linlefs by 
chance in battle, if engaged in the caufe of a rival, when it would 
be exculable. I Aai laid, “ Your other opportunity vrill be thus: 

Ihould the enemy fly, an army will!» feht in purfuit, and pro- 
“ bably under your command, whUe your father, fetting his mind 
** at eafe, will be employed, without fufpicion, in pleafure and 
“ rejmeing. You may return fuddenly upon him, and gain youi 
** wiihes. Shbuld this opportunity not occur, as you are his eldefl 
Ion and have feen much fervice, he will certainly app<^t you tc 
. the government of Ddtkan, You will have then a powerful 
** army at your dilpo&l. As your flithvr’a behaviour is dilgullful 
to the people, and many of the courtiers diflike* him, they will 
“ < aid your preteofions, Ufe opoti force, and try for whom God 
* wiU decide.” 

' «• I 

* 4 ¥ * 

* \ 

Bedar Buldit, having crt^Kd the Chumbul at an 'unoblerved 
ford, the troops of Azeon Oolhaun,. who were ftationed on the 
banks of the river in another quarter, left their artillery in the 
various pofts, and fled to Agra, happy to lave lives. Zool- 
feccar, who had adviled the prince to remain on the other fide, 
leding he had croj^, now came up reluflantfy, 'ahd congratulated 
him on the fuccefs of his march.' This fubmiflibn plealing his 
hlghnefs/ he rcfolved on the morrow to honour him with a vifife 
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in order to atone for his late behaviour. Zoolfeccar Klwn, 
hearing of his intentitni, fent a meifage to me, dehring that 1 
would perfuade him to lay it aiide, as his highnefs’s viilt would 
occafion various reports, and the cauie be inserted in the intelligence 
of the fpies, with remarks that would injure the ptince and himfclf 
in the opinion of Atita €haw. 

I was preparing to execute the commifUon; but before I could 
leave my tent, Zoolfeccar Khan palled by, having relblved to go* 
himfelf to the prince. * Begging paudon for his boldnefs, he phe- 
fented a 'garland of flowers to bis highnefs, who, foftened with 
his humility, ihewed him m<xt favour than was confident with his 
own dignity. It was a rule of Aulumgeer’s, never to fhew fuch 
condefeenflon to the nobility, as to make them think themfelves 
too neceflkry to him, but he conduded himfelf fo as to be held in 
refpeflful veneration by thofe even nearefl his peffon. Certain it 
is, that too much humility in a Ibvereign loles him ^e ol^eft for 
which it is alfumed. The prince, having honoured him with the 
robe he had on, tmd a rich * lirpeach of jewels, difmifl^ him with 
numerous profeffions of kindnefi. 

Zoolfeccar Khan the lame evening made another vilit, wben*I 
only was fitting with the prince, and thus began to ofier his advice: 
" Since your highnefs has crofled the river, as the prince Azeem 

Oolhaun is near, it is proper to march towards him immediately, 
" led your father (hould concave evil fufpidons, or the army 


* .Garlands made cbumbeelfy a tart of douUe jafmine, are always introduced 

with the betel at enttitainmonts, and prefented to the guefts $ adfo taOels of the Ernie 
for the turban, and ibm^imes leaves of gold and Elver foib, are interwoven with the 
flowers. * 

* The firpeach is a jewel for turban. A kulghec, dr egre^ is generally \vora 
with it. 
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“ iuppote that you fqar to engage Itim.” The prince did not 
anfwer him, but nodding to me, (aid, “ Have you heard what he 
“ oblerved ?’* I replied, ** Yes j and he is an experienced general 
“ and faithful fervant > yet there arc ibme points to be conlidered. 
“ Though enga^ng Azeem Oolhaun is no hazardous enterprize, 
“ yet he is allb a prince; and if, now your highnefs has crofled 
** the river to meet him, he does not march this way, the reproach 
“ of delay will reft on him. Let us confider aUb who is neareft to 
us, Azim Shaw, or Shaw Aulum. If the former, let us march: 
“ yet Azeem Oofhaun, if defeated, has the city of Agra for a re- 
“ fuge, to reduce which muft require fbme dayls. ’ His father may 
** alfb arrive with his vaft army, laid to lie an hundred thoufand 
** horfe, and he has already with him thirty thoufand. If ZooL- 
feocar Khan judges he can,, without the aid of your father, 
“ engage thefe two anrnes, and a prince of Shaw Aulum’s expe- 
“ rience and valour, what can we dread ? Let us march,” Zool> 
fecear Khan* in reply to this, only laid, as was his manner when 
plealed, “ Good! good! good! He hath fpok^tv weh,”' 

Some days after this, Azim Shaw approaching near, Bedar.Bukht 
moved a cofs in front, the Ipot he was upon, being cholbn for his 
fa»^her’s teats i and the momm^ o£ his arrival,, went two. coft. from 
the camp to meet him. Azim Shaw loived. hinttas. a fbn,. tbougl], 
from the attention Ihewa bim>by Aulwngeer, he had regarded him 
as a rival. When he now beheld him, aftiec long ahfenee,. paternal 
fondnels for the inftant overewne his jealotUy,, and he received him 
with ftrong marks of afteflion, conferring upon him a princely 
khelaut, with the ’ chaurkub, a fword fet with jewels, elephants 
and horles. The prince, after the interview, aiked me if I would 
not pay my xel|K^ to his father: to which I replied, that 1 did 

r 

> 4ri upper robe, never conferred but on princes of the rojal family^ the vizier of 
diic coiplre, and Ameer al Amt a. 
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not wifli it, Having no ddbre to engage his notice, or embrace his 
iei'vice; bmt, upon his obierving that my d^lining it would occa- 
iion much iiilpidon, I conibnted, and was introduced. Azim Shaw, 
upon feeing' me, laid, “ Are yoU allb come ?'* I replied, Yes, 

" but without orders. I left my ftadon, though far diflant from 
•* the route of your mijefly. Who elfe has done fo ?” He con¬ 
ferred the ufuai khelaut upon me, wd gave orders for my being 
employed. 

Empire having been decreed to Shaw Aulum, ftom the agenc/. 
of deftiny, fuch vanity took pofleflioh of the mind of Azim Shaw, 
that he was convinced brother, though fupported by the 
myriads of ' Toor and SullUm, durft not meet him in the field. 
Hence, thofe who brought intelligence of his approach he would 
abufe as fools and cowards, lb that no one cared to fpeak the troth i . 
as was formerly the cafe with the emperor * Humaioon, during the 
Edxrllion of the Afghan Shore Shaw. Even his cKi^f officers feared 
to difclo& intelligence; fo that he was ignorant o£>the fuccefsful 
progreft of his i;ivaL 

At length Shaw Aulum Having reached ^ Muttra, ftnt by a cele¬ 
brated dirvefh the foUowing.melTuagc to Azim Shaw. ** By the 

divine aufpices, we inheiit from our anceflors an extenfive 
“ empire, comprehending many kingdoms. It will be juft and- 
** glorious* not to draw the fword againft each other, nor conlent . 


* Vaft annieft^ mentioncti in the Koraun« 

* F^kthtr of Akber. See his reign in Dow*s HiAoiy. 

A city about eighteen cofs N. of Agra, much venerated by tKe Hihdoos, it heii^ 
tic birth-i^ace of their god Kiihen. There-wm forrrerty very rich^icmplcs in itj 
but one, more celebrated than the rcA, and eredhil by Her .Sing, dco raja of Oorcba» 
croft thirty-ftx lacks of nificcs. It was xazed by Ajium^ecr, w?ho built a on 

the fitc with the materials, Muttra, however, boa ftiil many temples, whicb arc. 
rifited by ptlgrims ftoin all parts'of India. 

to 
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'‘ to ftied the blood of the faithful. Let us equally divide the 
" empire between us.‘ Though I am the elder, I will .leave the 
“ choice in your power.” Azim Shaw, vam-glorious and haughty, 
re})lied, that he would anfwer his brother on the morrow in the 
field, and upon tins, the ^fienger departed. Azim Shaw marched 
tlxe next morning, and encamped betweeq^ lajoo and Agra, on a 
barren plain void of water, fo that the Army was much diftrelled. 
Intelligence arrived during this day, that Shaw Aulum was 
encamped feven cofs diftant, and intended moving on the morrow, 
hut to what quarter was not icnown. 

* t 

t 

1 have already raeirtioned, that my defign is not to write the 
hiilory of kings, but of myfelf, and what 1 have feen. Accord* 
ingly, of the battle between the brothers,^! ihall only relate fuch 
circumftances as I was an eye-witneis of. 


^8”ho?’R^ The morning dawned} but what a dawn! Darting fire, and 
jee ai awui, tinged vwth blood} of whofe horrors the laft day can only prove an 
AX. 1 707. imitation. Call it not ihoi'ning} it was the day of judgment! 
Call it not dawn } it was the evening of death 1 Call it not day, 
ibut the gloomy eve of the woes of time ! 


Mahummud Bedar Bukht, who commanded the advanced corps 
of the army, having given the neceflary orders, began his march. 
He was mounted upon his favorite elephant, and his mofi: valued 
• attendants were near his perfon. Zdolfeccar Khan with the two 
Raujepoet chiefs, Ram Sing and Dulput Roy, alfo Amaun Oollah 
Khan, followed them, inclined fomewhat to the left of the prince. 
The main body of the army marched next, in the center of which 
rode Azim Shaw, furrounded by his courtiers and a numerous 
hand of hfogul, Afghan and HindoKlanee ' munfubdaurs, oi 


* An^ce, Holding rank. PerbiK of family, but without titles of nobility. 
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approved valour. We had not as yet learned the pofitlon of the 
enemy, or what was the dcfign of Shaw Aulum. 

Mahummud Bedar Bukht had reached a village, near which was 
a ftream of clear water j and feme wells were alfo round about it. 
The troops at this time yirere much feparated, and every chief, inat¬ 
tentive fo order, moved as be choie. Seeing which, I reprefent^ 
to the prince, ^at the main body was fai' beliind ■, that the country 
iahis front was deftitute of water for fome miles, und the day pro- 
mifed to be diftrellingly hot. Without order, without intellig^M • 
of tlic enemy’s motions, where woufd he haften ? I remarked the 
fcattered march of his fiollowers Zoolfeccar Khan obliqued fo far 
to tlie left as fcarcely to be vifible, and other chiefs equally diftant 
in every quaxter. I obferved, that, if he halted here till fome news 
arrived of the enemy, thei'e was fufficient water to refrefli the 
troops, the artillery would come up, the emperor have time to 
join, and order be reftored in the line j alfo that, Ihould the enemy 
advance upon him, he would-have the advantage of* good ground 
and plenty of w^ter. He replied, Yoxu- advice is juft. Go, and 
“ inform my fatlicr I fhall follow it.” 

It happened alfo, that Shaw Aulum had no advice of the route 
of our army} and, as there was but little water where he was 
encamped,, he had this momix^ difpatched his main body under 
‘ Monauim ,Khan, while he> with his. fons and perfonal attendants, 
hunted along the bank of the Jumna. His * peefhkhaneh, with the 
ufual efcoit under.’ Rpoftum-dilKhan, was coming on in front of 

the army, in the fame route as our line. 

• 

” Anglic^ Fortunate. He was chief minifter to Shlw Aulum. 

* Angllce, Advanced houfe. The Hindoftanee chiefs have always- two fets of 
tents, one of which 9S always difpatched, in front of the army, to the next ground 
of encampment, and pitched for their reception. -y 

® Anglice, Of heart like the celebrated champion of Firdofi’s fc!haw- 

namK9eh» or Hiftory of'Periun Kings. 
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Upon the deliveiy ^of my meffage to Azim Shaw, he replied, 
“ It is very well. Go, and inform my fon I am coming up." I 
returned to the promifed place of halt; but what did I behold! 
The prince had marched on, and left the village unguarded. 1 
fpeeded after him, and, upon gaining the Hne, faw a joyful fcene 
of congratulation on w61:ory. When the prince faw me, he eagerly 
exclaimed, “ I congratulate you on vidtory!” I replied, “ How 
“ comes vidlory, v/ithout a batde ?" Upon which his highnefs, 
turning to a courier, faid, “ Tell Eradut Khan what you have feen.” 
This foolilh wretch then affirmed, that he had feen the * ** Scwarrec 
elephant of Shaw Aulum, without a rider, and with but few at¬ 
tendants, running off towards Agra. Tlie prince then faid, that 
our left wing had defeated the enemy, and taken all their baggage. 
The caufe of this imaginary viftory was thus: The advanced 
baggage of Shaw Aulum falling in with our left wing, was at¬ 
tacked, and, thewefcort being fmall, foon taken. The elephant feen 
running away; belonged to Rooflum-dil Khan, who commanded 
' the clcort. 

f 

The prince, however, now ordered 'me to go and inform his 
father of the viftoiy, fuppofing that my being, the bearer of good 
news would give me favour in his mind. 1 declined going, and 
oblerved, that 1 could not carry intelligence fo very ridiculous and 
groundlefs; upon which the prince was angry, and exclaimed, 
“ What do you mean ? " I replied, “ Let us reafon on the fub- 
“ jeft. Is not Shaw Aulum the fon of Aulumgeer, and claimant 
of the throne ? Has he not advanced from Cabul to Agra, with 
“ four fons, valiant like himfelf, and a great army ? Can then any 
“ perlbn of jw^ment even fuppofe, that he ihould bafely fly 
“ without a battle, or even having Iccn his ejicmy ? 'What dread 


* That en which he ufuaUy rode.' 
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“ can have feized him, who was a valiantdeader in the wars of 
“ Dekkan, againft ' S^piba, ‘ Sunta, and ’ Dhunna ? Accidents 
“ will happen to the baggage of armies, and this boafted victory 
“ is no more. Your troops have plundored hij advanced tents; 

“ but woe to thofc who have been thus employed 1 If important 
" fervice fliould now offer, they will be ufelefs, confufed as they 
« are, and encumbered with Ipoil.” To thefe remarks the prince 
angrily exclaimed, " You are always apprehenfive, and foreboding 
" ill!” He then ordered Cafim, the ♦darogah of his divan, to*, 
carry the intelligence of victory to Azim Shaw. 

Scarce half an hour ’after this had elapfed, when a great dufl: 
arofe upon our right. Upon this, I laid to the prince, “ Behold 
“ the confcquence of our viftory, and the flight of Shaw Aulum! 

" Yon cloud precedes at leaft fifty thoufand horfe.” Juft as I 
had concluded, another dull arofe, which certified a fecond body 
of troops approaching. I delired his highnefs to prepare for aftion,. 
while yet the enemy was at fome diftance. He then faid, “ Will 
“ you now go, and infoim my father of the enemy’s approach ?” 
To this I replied, Though I wifh not to quit your highnefs’s 
“ perlbn, yet, as I am ordered, I muft obeyand, having faid 
this, I rode off with fpeed ‘ to wards Azim Shaw. ^ On my way, *I 
beheld ftrange diforder. Amaun Oollah Khan, a reputed good 
officer, who adled as ’ herauwul to the prince ® Wallajah, I met 
with only two or three hundred draggling horfe. Azim Shaw was 

^ * Son to the celebrated hfiiaratta chief Sewajee, whom he fucceeded ^ but was taken 
prifoiier, and put to death by Aulumgeer, 

* Another fon of Sewajee. 

^ A famous Mharatta chief. 

^ Superintendant of theVall of audiences 

^ Leader of the advance^ corps. 

* Anglice, Of high ra». He was younger fon to Azim Shaw. 
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a cofs and a half farther in the rear, and his troops become fepc* 
rated into three divilions, lb that I could not ealily diftihguifh the 
royal poll; for the train of artillery had been left in Dekkan, and 
the ftandard elephants were out of their ftations, fo that there was 
nothing to maik the emperor from a diftance. When Terbeui 
Khan was removed from the command of the artillery, and his 
liicceflbr applied for orders concerning ’ it to Azim Shaw, he was 
much enraged, and paffionately exclaimed, “ Do men think that 1 
, will ufc cannon againft a ‘breeder of cattle ? I will not even 
“ 5raw the fword, but bruifehis head with a ftafF.” 

At length I perceived the imperial * umbrella, and haftened to¬ 
wards it. Some of the courtiers, who always firft received intelli¬ 
gence, that they might accommodate it to the humour of theii 
niafter, demanded my bufmefs; but, not liftening to fuch weak 
flatterers, I rode bn. When Azim Shaw law me, he made a lignal 
for me to advance j but, fuch was the crowd, I had Icarce ability 
to pulh through it. At length, having come near to his ’travelling 
throne, I alighted from my horfe, and faid, “ The prince informs 
“ your majefty of the enemy’s near approach.” What lhall I fay I 
Azim Shaw, llarting as if Hung by a fcorpion, with furious looks, 
eyes reeling, an^ as was his cullom when angry, pulling up his 
Ilecvc, exclaimed, “ Comes an enemy to me!” Being vexed at 
his manner, 1 replietl, “ So it appears.” He then called aloud foi 
his war elephant, and, in a frantic manner whirling a * crooked 


* AJluding tD rfie bullocks ufed fur the draft of the artillery, univerfal in Hindoftan. 
^ The umbrella is one of the imperial ciifigns; anti, when the etiquette of the courl 
was kept up, no fubjcdl: dared to carry one* 

^ A feat, or rather fmall couch, fixed on three poles, like the nallekec deferibed in a 

% r 

former note. . ■ 

^ A/li^n crooked flaft’, about three feet in length, riot unlike a crofier, ufcd bj 
fakeers to lean on when they fit, and often by perfons of rari'e as aaeoiblcm of humi¬ 
lity, and having declared thcmfelvcs difciples to fomc holy 
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ftaff, ftocxl upright in his throne, and tauntingly laid, “ Be not 
“ alarmed! I am comjng up to my fon.” Hurt at this infult to 
the fpirit of my‘prince, I faid, “ His highnefs is fon to yourfelf, 

" afylum of a world, and knoweth not fear. He only reprefents 
“ the enemy’s approach, that your majefty may advance with the 
“ troops, and take the •poll ufual for the emperor in the day of 

battle!” 

Having laid this, I rode off to rejoin Bedar Bukht j but fucfr 
crowds furrounded me to alia for news, that I could not difenghge * 
myfclf till within a rocket’s flight of the prince. Juft as I had 
reached him, the enemy began to cannonade, and a ball ftruck the 
brcaft of an attendant dole to his perlbn. 

As I had not been und refled for the laft two nights, and was 
exceedingly fatigued with hard riding, the fun* and wind being 
burning hot, my ftrength’now ftdled me, and I fainl^ away. My 
brother, feeing this, lifted me from my horie, laid me on the 
ground, and looYened my armour, but could get no water to revive 
me. The prince, obferving my diftrefs, generoufly fent me a fmall 
veflel from his elephant, which gave me new life. I untied the 
folds of my veft, and poured fomc of the water on my breaft, hut 
was ftill too faint to rife. By this time, Azim Shaw was come up; 
but, contrary to the cuftom of the emperors, whofe ftation is the 
rear of the center, pufhed on towards Bedar Bukht, and his 
attendants crowded affer him without order. Ameer Khan pafling 
by, and feeing me on the ground, offered me a feat with him ou 
his elephant, as did others of my friends; but I refufed them all. 
At lengtli my own elephant arriving, I mounted, and lay with iny 
breaft bare upon tlbiee fkins of, water, which luckily for me were 
in the feat, to prewnt my fainting a fecond time. Thc 'ii.'.’n ele¬ 
phants of Azim Syaw, thofe of his women, of the tveafuiy, ^and 
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the jewel office, now puflied between me and Bedar Bukht, fo that 
1 was removed Ibme diftance from liim. 

1 

f 

The two bodies of the enemy had now approached, and halted 
within a ' rocket's flight of our line. One of thefe was headed by 
the ■ prince Azeem Oofliaun, the other by Monauim Kh.an, with 
whom were alfb the princes * Moiz ad Dien Jehaundar Shaw and 
’ Jehaun Shaw. Our line was lb prefled upon on each flank, and in 
^Ae rear, by baggage elephants, cattle and followers, as greatly to 
incommode the troops, and render them tifelefs. Shaw Aulum’s 
artillery played upon us incelTantly, and did great execution; and 
his Ions advancing, fired Ihowers of niufquetry, which fell like 
haU. A line of rockets extending in front of our army, was re¬ 
peatedly difeharged with great effeft. The lun, obfeured by dull and 
fmoke, was in the meridian, and the heat exceflive. At length our 
troops, grown impatient from the galling of the enemy’s cannon, 
prepared to c^aj'ge. This being told me' by my brother, who fup- 
ported me on the elephant, I raifed myfelf as much as I could, 
adjufted my arnrour, and obferved the motions. I law Khan Aulum 
move towards the enemy with great rapidity, upon which I waved 
my handkerchief as a fignal for the prince Bedar Bukht to follow, 
wnich he did, fo that I Ihortly could fee only the top of his 
amaury. As to myfelf, I could not move, being wedged in by 
the crowd of elephants around me. 


* The rocket in India is ufed in war, and ihc chamber being made of iron, docs 
execution wherever it ftrikes, but cannot be fent in true direction- It will reach fion 
three to four hundred yards. 

^ Anglice, Rcipe£tcr of the faith» king pofTcffing the world j eldefl fon of Sha\^ 
Aulum. , ^ 

* King of the world ; youngtfl fc:) of Shaw x\ulunri. 


♦^A'Snopied feat for an elephant. An open one is calle^^howzah, or howdah. 
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As Khan Aulum advanced nearer the eriemy, his fdlowcrs dl- 
miniflied, gradually la|;^g behind, and not above three hundred 
ftuck by him to the charge. When I faw this, I well knew that 
all was loft. The brave chief, however, penetrated to the elephant 
of Azeem Oofliaun, and hurled his Ipear at the prince, but it 
milled him, and ftruck the thigh of an attendant; when the prince 
drew an arrow, which pierced the heart of Khan Aulum, and he 
died on the inftant. His brother, Munnower Khan, was alfo 
wounded. Their followers fell back in the utmoft confufion, 
fled, as did the greateft par? of our'right wing, leaving the prince 
Wall^ah in a manner alone ; but, notwithftanding this defertion, 
he heroically kept his poft. Amaun Oollah Khan, feeing his 
danger, haftened to fupport him, when unluckily a rocket lighting, 
in the pad fupporting his feat on tlie elephant, it took fire, and 
burnt fo furioufly as to pain the animal, who turned back. The 
khaii, half burnt, fell to the ground j and his troops, thinking he 
was killed, fled in diforder. The prince Wallajah, lipon this, re- 
tieatecl for fltclter towards Bedar Bifkiit. 


A body of the enemy, under Bauz Khan Afghan, now attacked 
Zoolfeccar Khan, but was repulled with great Jols, and the chief 
badly wounded j but, by the decrees of Providence, Ram Sing 
llarra, and Dulput Raow Bonedelah, on whofe valour and con- 
du£t Zoolfeccar Khan moft depended, were both killed at tlie fame 
inftant by a cannon Ihot; upon which their raujepcxits loft all 
confidence, and fled with the dead bodies of their chiefs. Zool- 
fcccar Khan, however, yet remained firm with his own followers, 
blit, upon being charged by the whole of Azeem Oolhaun’s divi- 
fion, he left the conduit of the battle to Syed ‘Muzuffir, and 


retired to the reaf of Azim Sl^w’s^oft with Humn>“cd ad Dlcn 
Khan, and, havin/j difmounted rfSm his elephant, ft^d on horlc- 


elcphantj 
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back to Gualiar, where he was received by his father, ' Afiiid Khan, 
His flight determined the rout of our army.' 

The principal followers and perfonal attendants of Azira Shaw 
now difmounted, and laying their quivers on the ground, fat dow'u 
to wait the charge of the enemy, and fell •their lives in defence of 
their patron. Syed Abdoolla, and his brother Houflein Ali Khan, 
of the illuflrious houfc of Barreh, ever celebrated for valour, whofe 
, iarceftors had in every reign performed the moft gallant aaions, if 
poflible fuperior to their fires,' defcencicd from their elephants, and 
prepared to engage on foot. The battle now raged hand to hand 
with fabres, and great flaughtcron both fides. Houfi'ein Ali'Khaa 
received feveral wounds, and fell down faint with the lofs of blood. 
AmaunOolla Khan was killed. TerbeutKhan, Muttullub Khan, 
and Khoodabundeh Khan, having expended all their arrows, ufed 
their fabres; but the former was foon killed by a mufquet ball, and the 
two latter fell.down faint with many wounds. Suffawce Khan, of 
the royal houfe of Perfia, Meiiza Abdoolla, and a numerous band 
of great officers of Azim Shaw,were flain, after each had (hewn the 
valour of Rooftum in his defence. At lall a mufquet ball, and 
feveral arrows, ftruck the prince Bedar Bukht, and he funk down 
dead upon his elephant. I faw him fall, and in the agony of grief 
exclaimed, “ Hadft thou not, O God, created ambition of crowns 
“ and thrones, the head of my prince had not been thus humbled 
“ in duff; and blood 1” 

* 

Azim Shaw, though much wounded, was ftill alive, when a 
whirl of duff winded towards'him from the army of Shaw Aulum. 
From this now ilTued Monauim Khan with a feleft band, the 
princes Aze^m Oolhaun, Moiz ad dien Jelymndar Shaw, and 
jehaqn Sliaw'. Azim Shavc»'ibcii'^received a rnartal wound from a 

. \ 

.* Awglicc* -Lion ;• fignifying like one i« vl 'our. 
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mufquet ball, and refigned his foul to the Creator of life. The 
prince WaJIajah alfo funk down in the fleep cJf death. I now made 
my efcape towards Agra, not chufing to go to the enemy’s camp, 
though I had many friends, who would have given me proteffion. 

Rodftum dil Khan, wjjo, as already mentioned, commanded the 
efcort or Shaw Aulum’s advanced tents, when attacked in the 
morning by our troops, finding his elcape cut ofF, paid his relpefts 
to Azim Shaw, and had continued near his elephant during the 
battle, till his death, with gjieat firmnefs. Seeing him dead, }i€ . 
afeended the elephant, and cutting off the head of the corpfe, 
remounted his horfe, and haftened to the camp of Shaw Aulum. 
With exulting hope of great reward, he laid his prize at the prince’s 
feet} but the compaffionate Shaw Aulum, feeing the head of his 
llaughtercd brother in fuch difgrace, Ihed tears of affe6lion> and 
gave him nothing but reproaches. He ordered^ the head to be 
buried with proper refpedt, and forbad the march oS vidtory to be 
beaten. 

Monauim Khan took charge of the bodies of the unfortunate 
jjiinccs, and treated the ladies of their harams with the utmoft 
refpeft and tendernefs. Though he had received a dangerous 
wound, and fuffered extreme pain, he concealed his fiituation, and 
'continued on the field till late at night, to reftore order and prevent 
plunder. He could not difmount from his elephant without help 
and was obliged, no pallckee being at hand, to be carried in a cloth 
to the prefence of Shaw Aulum. His eldcft fon> Nyeem Khan, 
allb was dangeroufly wounded by a ball in the neck, and was reco¬ 
vered with difficulty. Shaw Aulum pafled the night under alhau- 
mianch on the field of battle, and the next day, Ji‘'tving attained 

the important obje jt of empire^, tsich his mind frccU 'from the 
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dread of a rival, moved in triumph to tlic gardens of ' Dhera, 
round which his army .encamped. 

T iliall now relate fomc particulars nccefTary to be known con- . 
cerning Shaw Aulum; his march from Cabul, and other proceed¬ 
ings, to the day of engagement with his unfortunate brother Azim 
Shaw. 

« 

Some time before his death, Aulumgeer had appointed Monauim 
Kl^an to be * dewan to Shaw Aulum, who then held the govern- 
meiit of Cabul. This nobleitnan waS of great abilities, aftive in 
the cabinet, refolute in execution, and of unbending integrity of 
mind. He foon arranged the prince’s affairs, which, before his 
coming into office, were always in confufion, owing to the afeen- 
dancy of unworthy favourites. Diffolute and oppreffive, they, 
from felf-interefted motives, interfered with the duties of a dewan, 
and prevented him from doing juftice. A fuperfluous fbldiery was 
kept up, exceeding the ability of the revenue, and, being conle- 
quently ill paid, was ever mutinous and difeontented. At the 
fame time the Loufhold of the prince was diffrefied. Monauim 
Khan, refpetled from the efteem in which he w*as held by tire 
emperor, and his already effabliflied charafler of great ability, loon 
gained the perfeft confidence of Shaw Aulum. He diminilhed the 
prince’s army, but took care to pay that on foot regularly, fo as to 
leave no room for difeontent, or excule for licentioufnels. When 
be had thus reformed affairs at Cabul, he left his Ion as his deputy 
there, and removed to Lahore, the collections of which province 
were full of abufes. He had refolved to amend them, and fuc- 
ceeded, fo as to render the majority of all ranks pleafed with his 
adminiltration. When he heard of Aulumgeer’s illnefs, in order 

’ Abotft thrfc cofs, or fix miles, from Agra. * Mamger of the revenues. 
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to prevent cabals in favour of Azlm Shaw, he circulated a report 
that Shaw Aulum wou)d not contend for empire, but feek protec¬ 
tion from his brother by a flight to Perfia. Shaw Aulum had him- 
felf, indeM, made diis declaration long before} and with fuch 
apparent refblution, that it was believed, and dreaded even by his 
fons, who refided with him. Monauim Khan related to me after¬ 
wards the following anecdote, in thefe words: 




C< 


C( 


(C 


€t 




C< 


CC 


“ When f perceived that my attachment, fincerity, and abillti^ 
had properly impreffed Shaw Aulum’s mind, and that he \i as ‘ 
convinced I was a prudent, faithful and fecret fervant, being 
alone one day with him, converfing on the affairs of the empire, 

I took the liberty of thus addrefling him : It is reported that yr.cr 
highnefs intends Jlying to Perfia ^ laitb fo much corfidence., that even 
the princes, your fons, affure me by facred oaths of its truth. He 
replied. In this rumour there lies concealed a great defign, to for¬ 
ward which, I have fpread it abroad, and taken pains to make it 
believed, Firjl, becaufe my father, on a mere fufpicion of dijloyalty, 
kept tne nine years in clofe confnement', and, fhould he even now 
think I cherijhed the fmallef ambition, be would immediately firive 
to accomplifh my ruin. , Secondly, my brother, Mahummud Azim 
Shaw, who is my powerful enemy, and valiant even to the extreme 
of rafhnefs, would exert all his force againfl me. From this report-) 
father is eafy, and my brother lulled into felf-fecurity -, but, by 
the Almighty God who gOve me life, laying his hand on the Koraun 
1^ him, and tat thfs holy hook, Ifwear, though not one friendfoulJ 
join me, I will meet Azim Shaw in fingle combat, wherever he may 
“ be, Si'his fecret, which I have fo long maintained, and even kept 
“ from my own children, is now entrufed to your c^re. Be cautious 
“ that no infiance ^your amdudi may betray it 
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To proceed. Whet) the news of Aulumgeer’s death reached 
Monauim Khan at Lahore, he wrote immediately by fexprefs tc 
Shaw Aulum, conjuring him to march with the utmoft expedition 
towards the capital, without anxiety or preparation, as he fhould 
find artillery and all fupplies ready at Lahore. This wife miniftcr 
then prepared bridges over the various rivWs, fo that not a day’s 
delay was occafioned in cro/fing to the prince’s army, which at 
Lalioj'c was joined by a powerful ti’ain of artillery, with fufiicient 
.ifrr/t. He alfo paid up all the troops, and advanced large Aims tc 
new levies. Shaw Aulum, by'long marches of ten and twelve cofs 
each day, foon arrived in the neighbourhoDd of Dhely, and Mo¬ 
nauim Khan entered that city with a fele6t party. The officers of 
Azim Shaw were alaimed, and either fled, or concealed themfelves 
in difguifes. ' Mahummud Ear Khan, the kelladar of the palace, 
a cautious perfon,, and ever looking into futurity, though he knew 
moft of the great ameers had embraced the caufe of Azim Shaw, 
yet was fb awe'd with the vizier’s gallantry, and the arrival of Shaw 
Aulum, that he faw no fecurity for himfelf but )n refigning his 
charge. He accordingly gave up the palace, in which were the 
treafures of Hindoftan, colle£led from the reign of Akber to the 
prefent times. Thus was Shaw Aulumj by the a6livity and refo- 
lution of his fervant, made mafter of funds to fupport (if he chofe) 
all the troops to be levied in the empire. The army was now 
increafed to one hundred thoufand horfe, and foldiers of every caft 
and fe€l flocked in crowds to the imperial ftandard, where they 
were received with proper encouragement an^ amply paid. Mo¬ 
nauim Khan advanced with feme chofen troops before the prince 
to Agra, and though Bedar Bukht was at the Chumbul, and Azim 


Shaw arrived^ at ^Gualiar, he was not alarmed, hut encamped im¬ 
mediately before the citadel, ""■'•fit.'ukce Khan, Jn old imperial fer- 

’ Angj^cc, Friend of Mahuniuiud. * Angli c, Conflant. 


Angli c, Conflant. 
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vant, and governor of the fortrefs, which |ie had rcfufcd to rcfign 
to Azcem Oofhawn,* being certified that Shaw Aulum was ap¬ 
proaching, did* not chufe to refift longer, but fent offers, that if 
Monauim Khan would cenne firft alone into the citadel, .he would 
refign the commands He accordingly, without the lead; dillrun:, 
entei'ed* over a narrov^ plank, only paffable for a fingle jicrfois, 
which was jjlaccd over a deep ditch from a fmall wicket to admit 
him. As he had made a forced march from Muttra, of twenty cofs, 
he now lay down to take a few hours reft, till all his followe;s 
arrived. After this refrefliinient, he fealed up the treafury, pi^ed 
his people at the different gates, and about midnight went to vifit 
Azeem Oofhawn, who was encamped at the diftance of fix cofs, to 
whom he offered much friendly advice for his condutl to his father, 
who was jealous of his loyalty. When the news of the furrender 
of the citadel of Agra reached Bedar Bukht at ' Dholcpore, his 
fpirit was broken, and the crimfon of his hopes faded into pale 
dcfpair. I was with him at the time, and percqyed that he re¬ 
garded every thing as loft. He immediately fent an account of the 
event to his father, who had not yet heard of Shaw Aulum’s 
arrival at Muttra, as his weak fervants, fearful of his dilpleafure, 
and the ufual grofs abufe, dared not to inform him. At length 
Shaw Aulum made the propofal of a divifion of the empire, which 
was refufed, and two days afterwards the confti£t enfued, as above- 

mentioned. 


Without doubt, JShaw Aulum’s fucceffes, and his attainment of 
the empire, were owing to the conduct and valour of this great 
minifter j yet he never fet forth himfelf as having done any extra¬ 
ordinary fervice, but would often fay to his majefty, that empire 
was tlie particuli r gift of God, and that no c’>H^ation could be 

< • \ 

' A town the bank of the Chumbul, in the province of Agra, * 

G 5S laid 



laid on fovereigns; fo that, if any one thought himlelf conducire 
to their ilicccfs, it was, in them, vanity and folly. To me, fr<Mii 
whom he kept not his inmoll thoughts, he would fay, “ Kings, 
“ through the blaze of fj^endor, cannot fee impartially; therefore, 
“ if any perfon prefumes upon fervices, and would fliew that he 
“ thinks them an obligation on his mailer^' the jealous di^litioii 
*' cff royalty cannot bear it, and rejefls the claim, as was clearl] 
“ proved in the proceedings of the emperor Mahummud Akber, 

and * Beyram Khan, his alTuming minifter.” 

r 

4* O 

It is now ncceflary to fay fomething of the four fons of Shaw 
Aulum, their difpotitions and behaviour, both in public and pti- 
vate. 

* Moiz ad Dien Jehaundaur Shaw, the eldeft, was a weak man, 
devoted to pl^afure, who gave himfelf no trouble about ftate aiiairs, 
or to gain the^attachment of any of the nobility, as will be fecn 
when I come to relate his reign. 

Azeem Oolhawn, the fecond fon, was a ftatefm^ of winning 
manners. Aulumgeer had always purfued the policy of encou¬ 
raging his grandlbns, and employing them in public affairs j for, 
as his fons were ambitious, of great power, and at the head of 
armies, he thus prudently controuled them, by oppolii^ to them 
enemies in their own families, as Bedar Bukht to Azim Shaw, and 
Azeem Oofhawn to Shaw Aulum. To the latter he had given the 
advantageous government of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oriffa, f»*om whence he had now come with a rich treafore, 

** Bryram on the death of Humaio^, became regen/ during the minority of 

Akber, wbo, at age of feventeen, notthufing longer to bf; governed by a fubjedf, 
difphceu him. * ^ 

' Anglke> ILefpe^r of the faith» \ 
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anii coi^derable army; arid tliough in the l^te battle he had per¬ 
formed grdat fervice, yet he was fufpe^ted by his father, and 
dreaded as a rivaf: but to relate the cauies would be ufelefs pro- 
lixi^. * 

f 

' Ruffeh Oc^awn, the private companion and favourite of his 
father, was a prince oE quick parts, a great proficient in religious 
learning, a fine writer, and of much knowledge in the law, but at 
the fame time addi^ed to pleafiire, particularly fond of mufic, and^ 
the pomp of courtly fiiew. He paid no attention to public affaifs, 
or even thofe of his* own houlhold. 

• Khojefteh Akhter Jehaun Shaw had the greateft fliare of all the 
princes in the management of affairs, before his father’s acceffion 
to the throne; after which, the whole adminiflration of the empire 
was long influenced by him. He had the clofeff friendfhip and 
conneflion with Monauim Khan, who, by his interefi, was ap¬ 
pointed vizier^;__ 

When Shaw Aulum had repofed from the fatigues of vrar, he 
took meafures to'reduce Kaum Bukfh, who had afiumed the imperial 
titles in Dekkan. It was not fuppofed that he could make much 
oppofition, but in the opinions of the wife and underftanding 
^prgudged, that his behaviour would of itfelf ruin ,lum in that 
c<^ntry. ^ 

Monauim Khan now called together, by attention and confbli ng 
behaviour, the unfortunate nobility of Azim Shaw, who had 
cicaped from the late battle to different places. Zoolfeccar Khan 
had fled to his father, ’ Aflud Khan, who had the charge of Azim 


* Anglicc, Of higb rank. 

* Of happy ftar ; king of the woitd. 
^ AngUce, Lion. 
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Shaw’s baggage in Gjaaliar. The vizia* had tai&en pains to 
vince his matter, that the ancient nobility wei'c the pillars of the 
ftate, and that the welfai'e of tire empire depwide’d on their po'fons, 
whole ancettors had held high offices, and acquired influence and 
refpeft with the people, fo that it was proper and politic to employ 
them. 


As the vizarut had been conferred on Monauim K.han, at his 
.jrequett, the mott dignified office of * vakeel tnuttuliuk was en- 
thitted to AlTud Khan, and that of meer bukflii to his fon Zool- 
feccar Khan, with the title of Ameer al Amra. The fecond 
bukhfliifhip was conferred on Meerza ' Shawnowaz Khan Suffawce. 
Monauim Khan, regardlefs of trifles, fubmitted to fit below Afiud 
Khan in the divans, and to Ihew him every refpefl: as his fuperior 
in office. The government of all Dekkan was granted to the 
ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, who performed the duties by his 
deputy, Daoqcl Khan Punnee, while he in perfoh attended the court. 

t 

Monauim Klian, fincerely loyal, generous in mind, and full of 
zeal for the fervice of his matter, never preferred the gratification 
of his own paffions to the welfare of , the ttate, or honour of the 
fovereign. He both advifed and aft’ed what was for his glory. 
For example, mott of the ameers of Aulumgeer had accompanied 
Azim ShavV, and fought againtt Shaw Aulum in tha late don^fft, 

a 4 

confequcntly were liable in juttice to whatever evils or punilhments 

he chole to inflict upon them j but Mcnauim Khan became their 

general intercellbr, reprefenting to the emperor, that they were 

- • 

■ Angllce, UiHvcrfal agfnt, 7’hts is an office fuperior to that of vizien It is 
fcUom filled up, but in time of great emergency; but it was lately conferred on the 
infant Pctfliwa,rl^y his prcicnt majeUy of Dhely, though it cannot be confidercd now 
but as an emjy'y hoiio ir, it feems to have been no more to Afliid Khan- 

* ^^lyinaftcr. 

^ Ang ict;, Favoured by the kingt 
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cxc^l^ble, having only obeyed an heir vvho fat upon the throne, 
whic^, as affairs were circumfl’anced at that time, they could not 
avoid j that, after, they had become his friends, '’eaten of his fait, 
and made new compa£ls and declarations in addition'to their former 
vows of allegiance, they could not in honour abufe his confidence 
by treachery or defertion. He obferved, that the empire of Hin- 
dofian was a ftate not to be kept in order by one or two perfons; 
that, like the magnificent pavilion of * Soleymaun, many ftrong 
pillars and powerful cords were required to fupport it, and keep it 
on a lafting footing; that the noble families, who from generati(^' 
to generation had the benefit of experience, a knowledge of the 
cuftoms of the empire affd rules of government, were alone fuited 
to high employments; that mofi: of the prefcnt nobility had alfo 
held for many years important offices, and acquired wifdom and 
knowledge. He faid, that, if they were not ftill entiofted with 
the pofts of greateft confidence, there would not remain a poffibility 
of fiipporting the rules of the empire, or obtaining able ftatefmen 
or good gene rals. _ Tfe- advifed his majefty to rewarci amjdy thofe 
perfons wb^tTnad .joined his ftandard from every quai'ter, and done 
good fervices, agreeable to their merits ; but without exalting them 
beyond their abilities, obferving that many of them had only been 
dependants on the princes ^d nobility, others again only fervants 
to fojedaurs and governors of towns. Where then could they have 
’acgutfcd-juAgment in politics and knowledge of government, dig¬ 
nity of •manner, or fortitude to fupport the power of command f 
He obferved, that fuch accomplifhmcnts were inherent to noble 
birth and liberal education, the natural confequence of fuch ad¬ 
vantage. Such was the vizier, of whofc mafter (worthy of him) I 
now fpeak. 

t 

• This expreillon implies a very ftrong connedlipn in the crlgln.;* 

• * According to M-ahummedan tradition^ Solomon had a v lUo pavilion 

made for him by the Genii* 

2 ) Thaw 
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Shaw Aulam was generous and merciful, of a great foul 
pered with affebility, 'difcerning of merit. He had feeo the ^Hift 
exercife of power'cluring the reigns of lus*grandfather and father, 
and been ufed^ authoyty himielf for the laft fifty years. Time 
received a new luftre from his accefiion, and all ranks of people 
obtamed favours equal, if not fupcrior, to their merits; fo that the 
public forgot the excellencies and great qualities of Aulumgeer, 
which became abibrbed in the bounties of his fuccelfi>r. Some 
narrow-hearted perfons, however,.- out of ingratitude and envy, 
^ktributed his general liberality to ill-placed extravagance and pro- 
fufion; but it is a faff, that the deferving of every profeflion, and 
worthy of all degrees, whether among the learned or the eloquent, 
the noble or the ignoble, received an attention fiom the throne, 
which the eye of time prior to this had never feen, nor had fuch 
been heard of before by the ears of fame. His perfonal qualities 
and perfedtions, fpeech is unequal to relate. His valour was fueb, 
that he had relblved on meeting Azim Shaw, whole bravery was 
celebrated, ii'f Tingle combat. His four lhn^:;,^ofl'efled of great 
power and ctmfidcrable force, he fuftered conftantl^b 4>C near his 
pei'fon, never giving himielf a moment’s fulpicion regarding them, 
nor preventing their forming connections with thd prime nobility ; 
upon which Tubjedl I, the humbleft of^liis Haves, once ventured to 
prefent him a petition of a cautionary nature, thinking it my duty, 
as I had often done fo to Aulumgeer. To what I repwfentM.. 
wrote a wife and juft reply, which, by God’s perniiflion, I will • 
one time or other relate. He permitted the fons of thole princes, 
who had fallen in battle againft him, to appear at all times com¬ 
pletely ai med in his prelence. The infant children he let -reniain 
unrnoieded with their motliers, while thole arrived at manhood 
flaily accompanied him in the chace, unguarded, and fhared in all 
Is is diverfion^ His court v/as magnificent to a degree beyond that 

t .;j^iaun. Seventeen princes, his Ions, grandlbns, and 

(, 6 nephews. 
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aeAews, fat generally round his tlu'one, in manner following: 
—<w his right hand, Jdiaundaur Shaw, Iw oldeft fon, with his 
thrM fons, *his third fo4 RufFch Oolhawn with his tliree Tons, and 
Beds Dil, fon to his nephew Bedar Bukht. (5n his left, Mahum- 
mud Azeem Ooftiawn with his two fons,'and Jehaun Shaw with 
his fon. ’ Ali Tibbar, the only furviving fon of Azim Shaw, fat 
on the right hand of Azeem Ooftiawn, and a little to the right, 
foniewhat advanced, the two fons of Maliummud Kaum Bukfth. 
Behind the royal princes, on the right, flood the fons of conquered 
fovercigns, as of Seconder Adil Shaw of Beejapore, and Koot|^h‘. 
Shaw, king of Golsonda; alTo a vaUf crowd of the nobility, from 
the rank of feven to throe thoufand, fuch as were allowed to be on 
tlic platfoj in bctwxen the filver rails. How can I mention every 
particular of the fplendid fc nc ? On the ^eeds, and other fellivals, 
his majefty, with his own hands, gave the betel and perfumes to 
all in his prefence, according to then ranks. His gifts of jewels, 
drefles, and other favours, were truly royal. Wfieo in private, ho 
drefled plain and humljly, like a religious, and daily*, without fail, 
prayed with'i!ia^ in company. Frequently on holiday;, and Fri¬ 
days, w'hen travelling, he would read the prayei's lumilif, in the 


• Anglict, Of high defeent. ** 

* The Ivlahunvncdans have two grand ced» or hoVday*^, one at the condufion of 
the ratnrvaun, and the other on the anniverfary of the day on which Abraham confented 
to facrifice hisffon. On thefc days, tents aie pitched about a mile diftant from the 
city, to which the cmjwor goes in great ftatc to -pray, and on his return receives 
prefents from his ameers, on whom he confers hciiorary drefles according to rank. 
The fame ceremony is obferved in every tovi'iv by the governor. At the iafl ced-*, 
after prayers, a camel is facrificed, and aftr-ab pirt of itdrcfl'ed, and eatdn on t’u- fpc.-!. 
by the emperor and his attendants. The ca'. d.b .vJcs which I chaiu i d 

each of thefc days, at Luenow and Banaris, v eu very brilliant, and ; : ^ 
idea of the alfonifhing l^lendor which mult have graced thefc in th 
of the empire. Ic is probable Mr. Zofl'ain may oiler the public 


IF' 

\ .CtV 


ut Luenow, on the firA ced in 1784, as he was prcfgnt, and took a oi/r. 

IT * \ gr:tnd 
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grand tent of audience, and repeat portions of the Koraun vuSth a 
tone and fweetnefs wfhich captivated the moft eloqueijt AralMns. 
He never milled the devotions of the latter part 9f the nighty and 
frequently employed the whole in prayer. ■ In the early part of the 
evening, he had generally an aflembly of the religious, or learned 
men. He himfelf related ' traditions, in the number of which he 
excelled, as well as in a knowledge of the holy laws. He had ex¬ 
plored the different opinions of all fcfls, read the works of all 
free-thinkers, and was well acquainted with the hypothefcs of each. 

this account, fome over-ftridt devotees accufed him of hetero¬ 
doxy In his religious opinions, through mere .envy of his fuperior 
abilities. 1 heard molt of his tenets, and lamented the infolence 
. of his vain critics; for it was as clear as the fun, how juft and 
orthodox he was in his opinions on religious points. But how can 
I enumerate all his perfe£lions ! It would fill volumes to recite but 
a fmall part; therefore I lhall defift, and now relate, as briefly as 
poflible,' the jsxpedition of his majefty to Dekkan, againft the 
deathrdevoted'Kaum Buklh. 

It has been already mentioned that the late emperor, a few days 
before his death, dilpatched Kaum Buklh to Beejapdre.. This 
prince was of an excellent memory, leaned, and a plealing writer, 
pdfleiled of all outward accompliihments in a high degree; but 
there was in his mind a flightinefs that approached near to i nfanity.^ 
He feldom remained a month in his father’s pre^ce, l»it,'Tlpr fbme 
milbehaviour, he was reproved, degraded, or confined; and fbme 
afls were done by him, to mention which w’ould be unworthy of 
me. When he arrived at Beqapore, he immediately proclaimed 
himfelf in the ' khootba, and ftmek coins in Iiis owm name. What 

follies 


* Anecdotes and maxims of the jirophct. 

o-^bais a form of pra^^r, in which 4 )e fouls of all departed patriarchs and 
prophet'^Vre firH: prayed for, beginning with Adam, and ending with Mahummud, 

the reigning family^s anceftors are then recommended to mercy, and the 

whole 
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follii^s was he not guilty of, from the madnefs of his mind, and 
the confidence he put in lying vifionaries! Thefc wretches had 
hailed each of tAe princes with a prophecy cff fucceffion to the 
throne, fwearing they had converfations in*their reveries with God, 
his prophet, and the pious faints, who had promiled their aflift- 
ance, fo tiiat human force was unneceflaiy. They affured Kaum 
Bukfh, that he need not levy any troops for his fupportj for, 
though an enemy fhould march againft him with aH the myriads 
of ' I’oor and SuUum, they would not dare to face his fight, , 

Icfs engage in batthv Flatteftd by this, and impelled by madnels, 
the weak youth regarded Jiimfelf as emperor, and invincible in his 
fingle perfon j to prove which, he would often relate, in a raving 
manner, ftrange prognoftics and divine greetings Ihewn to hiinfelf. 
His prophets having told him, that his eldeft fpn would alfo one 
time become emperor, he became jealous of the innocent child, 
and frequently meditated to put him to death. Hut; was withheld 
from that crime by the^di^d he had of Aahimgeer ! however, he 
kept him conrtaiMy in confinCmenti miferably clothed, and worfe 
fed than the fon of a wretched beggar, which was worfe than death. 
From the feme caufe, on ill-placed fuipicions, he inflicted tortures 
and uncommon punilhments on the ladies of his haram, putting 
many of them privately to death. To his fervants, emnpaniofis* 
and confidants, he often behaved with outrageous druelty, doing 
fuch afts’to-them as before eye never few, nor ear had heard. 


Nolmthftanding thffe blots in his charafter, as he was a fon of 
Aulumgeer, and that part.of the empire had been given to him, at 
firft moft of the chiefs of Dekkan, whether Muffulmauns or Hin- 


wbole'concludes with 9 prayer for the profperity of the monarch oh the throne, and the 
welfare of his fobjefts. It is read every Friday irf the niizid jam^e, or grand niofque 
of all towns, and on the ecds or grand feftivals. 

* Two great hgils, mentioned in the Koraun. . . j* 
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tloos. 
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doos, crowded to hi;? ftandard, and the Imperial officers, as Syef 
Khan, Roollum Dil Khan,, and others of* all ranks, joined m ac¬ 
knowledging him emperor. Leaving his fofler-brother,'^Meer 
MuUung, a debauched youth of neither birth oi: merit, at Beejapore 
as governor, he marched himfelf to Hyderabad, then commanded 
by Rooftum Dil Khan, who had fucce^ed his father, '.Jan-fippar 
Khan, by Aulumgeer’s orders, in that government. In this pro¬ 
vince he reduced fome powerful zemindars to his obedience, and 
cidiiplaced others. 

<• « 

* Ghazee ad Djen Khan Bahadar Firoft; Jung, who had acquired 
a moft powerful influence in Dekfcan, was chief of the Tooranee 
moguls, and kept on foot a great army, had withdrawn himfelf 
from Azim Shayy. He was alfo much in dread of Shaw Aulum’s 
refentment, he havmg adviied that prince’s being confined, when 
Aulumgeer was before Golconda. The late emperor had ftre- 
nuoufiy endeavou^ to attach the Tooranees to Kaum Bukfii, and 
for this purpofe had appointed for that piirfee^^eceptor, Syed 
Oughlan Seyadut Kh^i, the agent at court, and bofom confidant 
of Ghazee ad Dien Khan, venerated alfo by all, the Toranees of 
every rank. He had alio charged them with the protedion of his 
pcrfon i. but fuch was the temper of t[ie unhappy prince, that at a 
time like this, when he claimed the throne, and^' favourably for 
his caufe, Ghazee ad Dien Khan dreaded Shaw Auli|{ri,''he’could 
not make him his friend ; on tlie contrary, he did many afts to 
difpleafe him, and exdtc his alarms. This chief was an able ftatef- 
man of long experience, who, though blind of light, could clearly 
perceive the mind of man j therefore, whatever wilhes he niight 
have to enjoy the honour of making an emperor, yet he foon faw 
the follies of Kaum fiuklh, and declined his caufe, as ruinous and 

* Life-rcfigning. 

* An^icc, Champion of the faith j valiant and fortunate m war; 

X 8 '' loft* 
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loft. In a fhort time tcto, the chief zanindars of Dekkan, who 
ha4 in general jolned'his ftandardj difpleafed at his conduct and 
heedlefs fheddmg of human bloody his inconftancy of mind and 
breach of treaties, left him, and retired* to their own countries, 
where they took care to fecure themfelves, till the difputes for the 
throne ftiould be decided. 

•Thus, though the pretenlions of Kaum Bukfli were of no great 
importance, yet he was a fon of Aulumgcer, and claimed a right^tlx 
the empire. Thci behaviour of. Ghazea ad Dien Khan alio de¬ 
manded confideration. • 'Ajeet Sing, hereditary zemindar of Jode- 
pore, and Jey Sing, of Ambeer, did .not ihew that obedience and 
refpeft to the throne which had been obferved by their anceftors, 
and meditated rebellion. All thefe circumftances made his majefty 
refolve on marching tso Dekkan. The ^ khan khanan opened a 
correipondence with Ghazee ad Dien Khan, to whom he gave much 
confolation, affur?»’''es of favour, and friendly adVice. That ex¬ 
perienced. fiatHman, opening his eyes <mi the viciffitudes of life, 
faw it vyras his intereft, if his majefty would forget the paft, and 
not moleft him in his fortune, to bend his head in ftibmiflion, and 
retire from bufinefs to a Jife of devotion. His only fon, ’ Cbeen 
Koolith Klym, had long difagreed with Inra, and his brother, 

* Hamid, ^han, whom he had appoint^, his deputy in codunand 
of the troops, had feparated from him, and gone over to the pre- 
fence. The Tooran chiefs of his houfliold alfo, when they faw 
his fortunes on the decline, had left his lervice. All thefe events 

• 

■ Son of the celebrated Jcflwunt Sing> who a£led (b caphal a part in the competi¬ 
tions of Aulumgeer his brothers. 

* Lord of Lords. Monauim Khan is mosuit by this title, which be received frona 
Shaw Aulutn. 

3 Anglice, Sword-drawing lord* He was afterwards fiunous as aHvlulluck* 

* Anglicc, Affifting. 

' \ 
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.! Vnade him glad to embface the promifcs of the minifter, and thank¬ 
fully accept the foubadacy of Ahniedabad'Guzarat. He accord¬ 
ingly eroded the Nerbndda, and feft Dekkan without trouble, but 
his fears prevented his coming to the court. He had not been in 
that of Aulumgeer fince his lofs of fight, which that generous and 
forgiving prince, out of regard to his folrtter Icrvices,' ahd from 
motives of policy, had excufed. 


' *' Shaw Aulum began his mardi to Dekkan with an army fuperior 
to that of any of the former emperors, and a* fplendor till now 
unfeen, having in his train all the princes, and a great concourfe 
of,nobility of every rank. The prudent and able Monauim Khan 
took fuch meafures for the fupplies of this mighty force, exceeding 
Aulumgeer’s by an hundred thoufand men, that the emperor had 
no trouble or difficulty, though only in the beginning of his reign, 
when the revenues of the provinces had not yet been received, nor 
refpeft for the throne been properly impreffedisv ^fFer ent quarters. 
When his majefty had arrived at Aurungabad, would 

advance towards Hyderabad, where the frantic Kaum Bujrfii then 
was, he wrote him feveral kind letters and friendly admonitions, to 
this effedt;—“ Our ever-honoured father refigned to you only 
“ Beejapore; but we give you, in addition, Hydei^lbad. Theft 
two extenfive countries, Icmg famous for their great j pngs,. firo- 
“ ducing a revenue more than half of Hindoftan, we leave toyou, 
** without interference or rdufitance, and ihall efieem you dcarei 
than ^ur own children. Think not thefi of contention, not 
“ confent to fixed the blood of the faithful, nor difturb the repoft 
“ of our government. If you give the ear of acceptance to this 
“ advice, we will farther cemfer upon you the nizamut df Dekkan, 
“ if agreeable to you; and,. after vifiting the facred tomb of our 


father, we will letym to Hindoftan.' 

\ 


g 
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There was no treachery or deceit in this ;generous offer, for 
Shaw Aulutn always fhewol tendernefs, lih^ality and afieftion, in 
his condudi to his hrodiers. Kaum Bukfh» weak and felf-conceited 
as a child, bent on error, paid not the iinaUeft attention to his 
brother, and continued to add frefh affronts to his audiority. 
Rooftum Dil Khan, Syef Khan of the Imperial fervants, and others 
of no family or note, on whom he had beftowed titles of nobility, 
with about twenty thoufand horle and foot, were now with him, 
but, difgufted at his behaviour, meditated opportunities to quit 
him. Monauim Khan, with his tifual prudence, had lent tl^m . 
letters, affuring tbpm of the^emperdt’s forgivenefs and favour; fo 
that all, even to Meer Mpllung, Kaum Bukfh’s fofter-brother, had 
refolved to come over, and embrace his protedlion; but the prince, 
fufpedting .their intentions, put to death Rooftum Dil Khan, Syef 
Khan, and Meer Mullung, and plundered their families of all they 
pofleffed, on the fame day, and in the fame place. He had after 
this no officer of confequence with him, and h*is .treafure being 
expended, all his troops defected, except about ten thoufand of the 
worft Dekka-:. iiorie, and his fmall artillery; yet he ftill refolved to 
hazard a Hattie. * When Shaw Aulum arrived within twelve cofs of 
Hyderabad, the.unfortunate Kaum Bukfh lofl daily his followers in 
crowds, and moft of the zemindars of Dekkan retired to their homes; 
while the remainder mutinied for arrears, and hourly threateifed • 
toi^lunder effedls. Will it be believed, that he yet determined ' 
to refill, aifd expelled vi6lory ? He even quitted the afylum of the 
city walls, and encamped upon a plain about the dillance of three 
cofs, with his fmall force, within fight of the emperor’s army; fo 

• I 

great was his enthufiaftic belief in the prophecies of his deceiving, 
and perhaps felfi deceived, devotees. 

Shaw Aulum, from compafiion to his brother, and the hope of 
yet reducing liini by gentle means, would not permit his troops to 

.ttack> 
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attack j but Kaiim Bukfli interpreted the inaftivity of the Imperial 
army into fear, from kis belief that the prophecies in his favour 
were now on the point of accomplifliment j' for he had been alTured 
oy vifionaries, that, though alone, mighty hofts would never,-pre¬ 
vail againf: him. Accorclingly, though deferted by almoft all his 
followers, he yet obftinately refufed to pay allegiance to his brother. 
At length the ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, who had a keen 
enmity againft the miiguided prince, and wilhed to Ihew his zeal 
20 - for his new patron, refolved to feizc him. He accordingly obtained 
leave to march, under the pretence of reconnoitring the enemy, 
and moved towards him with his ov^ followers, a divilion from 
the troops of Monauim Khan, and a body of Mharattas under the 
chief Neema Sindia. The unfortufiate prince prepared to with- 
ftand fuch fuperior force j but, being charged at once on all fides, 
, was inftahtly deferted by all his followers, except a few perfonal 
attendants. Notwithftanding this, he continued, as long as he 
had ftrength, ,to*ule his bow and arrows from his elephant, till at 
length he funK down on his feat, thi ough loft_^ blood from feveral 
wounds. He was then taken prifoner by DaooaTtlTanK.and carried 
to the prince Jehaun Shaw, who, with hi^ brothers, ha'^ Hood at 
fome diftance during this extraordinary Ikirmilh. • 


c 

“The captive prince was conveyed immediately to the Imperial 
tents, and being laid upon a bed in the ‘ tulhbeh khaaeh, near^e 
private apartments, was viiited by his brother, the emperor, who 
endeavoured to comfort him by every expreffion of affedionate 
concern. The phyficians and furgeons alfo attended, but he would 
not allow his wounds to be dreflfed, though earneftly entreated by 
his majefty and his fons. He ipoke but little; but when the prince 
Ruffeh Oo^wn tenderly alked, why he hgid refufed offers oi 


* An oratory, where prayers are faid. 
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favour, lie replied, “ His majcfty was very gracious; but liow 
“ could I’fubmit .to «meet him in any other way than this?” 
Upon Jchanu Show’s repeating the c^ueflion, he exclaimed, “ I have 
“ done wrong; do tiot you follow my example!” One of the 
princes afleing him if he had more than a thoufaud followers when 
taken, he angiily anfwercd, “ No; but had there been lels than 
five hundred, I could with equal eafe have brought myfelf here.” 
He then turned to the emperor, and faid, “ There are, in a calket 
“ upon my elephant, fome. jewels of our father and niy own, of 
" which I beg your majefty’s acceptance.” After this he grew 
faint, and languilhed in filence,* without uttering a fingle groan, 
till nine at night, wlien he rcfigncd his foul to the Creator of life. 
VVe are from God, and to God w^e muft return. 



When Shaw Aulum had thus fuccefsfully concluded the war 
with his brother, he did not chide to remain longer in Dekkan, 
though the affairs of that country required much arrangement, to 
infurc its fu^n-re dcpeiidance on the empire. Perhaps he di'caded 
the fate cA' his father, who, after the reduction of Beejaporc, Hy¬ 
derabad, mnd the taking of Sambah, I'cmained to finifli fome objedfs 
whicli then appeared eafily attainable, hut aftenv.aids extended in 
fuch a chain, that he could not quit Dekkan for the remainder of 
his life. IJd'liad often lamented this neceflity, and the relaxation 
which his'.abfence occafioned in the government of Hindoftan ; 
and would frequently fay to his confidants in private, “ My diflcryal 
“ fuhje(5ts have impofed upon me this play-thing, that they may 
“ enjoy commands and lionnurs.” - But I am wandering from my 
fubjeft. Shaw Aulum, in the height of the rains, began his marcli 


from Hyderabad, leaving as deputy-governor of Dekkan, Daood 
Khan Punnec, a native of the country, and a nobleman great 
military fame. When he recrofled the Nerbudila, it was ijite\ded 
to employ all the powers of governrnent to little, in a pr^^r 


I manner, 
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manner, the Rajapoojre countries, which had been difafFefied evei 
fmce the acceflion, of Aulumgeer; who, -though offended at the 
behaviour of the rajas Ajeet Sing and Jey Sing, over whofe terri¬ 
tories he had appointed imperial governors, yet was not able, from 
the wars in Dekkan, to punifh them effectually. They had indeed 
vifited Shaw Aulum, but had left his camp without permiffion, and 
now' openly fliewed their defigns to ftruggle for independence, in 
clofe alliance with each other j to bind which, JeySing had efpoufed 
•the daughter of Ajeet Sing. At this crifis, intelligence aiTived thai 

the ' Siks had rifen in rebellion. This feCt of infidels, known alio 

11 

by the riames of Nannukkea and'Gooroh, had long been eftabliflicd 
in the foubah of Lahore, by a teacher ftyled Nannuk. Of his dc- 
fcendants was the prefent chief, to whom had flocked great crowds 
of all ranks, refigning to his difpofal, with blind fidelity, their lives 
and properties. Thus fupported, he excited fedition, and took 
arms to extend his errors, and overturn the b^hs of the true faith. 
He engaged Vtzier Khan, the fojedaur of ^Sirhind, who w'as killcfl 
in the aCHon, with numbers of his followers ; aft'^r which the 
gooroh poflcflecl himfelf of the town of Sirhind, and maby difliiCts 
of Doaub, as far as ’ Boreah, Saarunpore, and Shawdourah, on 
both banks of the river Jumnah, where he committed unlimited 
cxcefles, razing all public edifices, as 'mofques, colleges, maufo- 
leums, and palaces, killing or taking prifoners the j&hljful of every 
age and fex, and plundering with the moft cruel fev,erity. The 
ojipreflions of thefe wretches were every day increaling, and there 
was no nobleman daring enough to march freyn Dhely againft them. 
Afoph ad Dowlali Aiiud Khan, who governed that capital, fhewing 


* “They now pofll'fs the provinces of Luhore, Multan, and part of Dhely, plunder¬ 
ing as f-init»uth annually as Rohilcund. * 

A co/fhJtT*ible town, about fifty cofs N. of Dhely. 

^ iT'befc (liilridl's arc now held by Zabtah Khan, a Rohirlu chief> who however pays 
a..;i-butc to the biks, and it is fhid has entered into their foil. 

J 
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;reat figns of fear, the inhabitants were alarmed, and began to fly, 
with their femilies and. effefts, towards the eaftern provinces, for 
flielter from the* impending ftorm. All this being reprefented to 
the emperor, in the higheft colours, his majefty thought it befl: to 
narch in perfon againfle the infurgents: for this reafon, he refolved 
■or the prjsfent to lay afkle the defign of totally expelling the raja- 
pootes, and to confirm their allegiance, by winking at their of¬ 
fences, till a more convenient opportunity of punilhment. I’hefe ■ 
zemindars had, for generations, been ufed to obey, and had notj« 
in faff, either fortitude or ability to opj)ofe openly the erapero/of 
Hindoftan, whofe appearance agdinft them in arms would have 
been fufficient to curb their infolence} but the khankhanan, alarmed 
It the infurreftion of the Siks, did not properly refletSl on that 
lii cumftance, and defeended to (hew the rajapootes fuch favours as 
were inconfiftent with good policy, as well as the dignity of the 
fovereign : but he was not alone to blame, as there were other 
agents in this bufinefs. The four princes were conflasitly intriguing 
againfl: each other, to obtain influence in the management of public 
atfairs, which ocCafioned much delay and confufion in bufinefs, fo 
that the Miankhanan thought it happy to fleer his veflel fafe through 
four fuch ' great feas j and could not afl fo independently for the 
public good as he wiflied, Being obliged to attend to the capricious 
interefls of othifrs, among which he found it difficult to prelcrve 
liis own. ^mong the remarkable occurrences of the expedition 
into Dckkan, was the decline of Jehaun Shaw’s influence with his 
father, and ^he rife of Jihat of Azeem Oofhawn, of whom till now 
the emperor had ever been fulpicious. The prince Jehaun Shaw 
was of haughty and independent fpirit, ready to take fire on the 
linalleft negleft. This,, with the behaviour of his fa vanisi^ alarmed 

and difpleafed the kliankhanan, who, for his own fafety, 

# 

• Meaning the power and influence of ihc four princes. 
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an opportunity to dcftroy his influence in public affairs: a talk of 
no great difficulty, to one well acquainted with the dilpofition of 
Shaw Aulum, altnofl; equally warm with his fon^ who had more 
than once difpleafed him d>y his behaviour, fo that he had e^reiied 
to him his diffatisfaftion. The prince. Upon this, thought to 
prove his difintereftednefs and independence, by neglefting to fre¬ 
quent the durbar, and engage in bufmefs as ufual. AzeemOofhawn, 
who Jiad reaped expeiicnce in office, and was well verfed in the 
intjigues of a court, perceiving coolnefs takmg place between Je- 
' Jiaiin Shaw and the khankhan^i, pai^ fb much flattering attention 
to the latter, that by degrees he gained his confidence. This gave 
flill more offence to Jehaun Shaw, who nad too much pride tc 
expoftulatc, but negleiled the minifler in return. He foon aftei 
fell fick, and his indifpofition continuing a long time, gave Azeem 
Oofhawn ample opportututy of acquiring influence over Shaw 
Aulum, and the, favourites whom his majefty trufled with the 
fullefl: confidence; while he continued to be pleafed with them, but, 
on the fmallefl: dilguft, or in their fhorteft abfence, he forgot them 
altogether. • 

Azeem Oofhawn having thus gained the credit He aimed at with 
hi&. father and the minifter, employed it in foftening the rigour of 
government againft thole who laboured under diipleafure \ 
thinking that, thus obliged by his mediation, they w?\^ild reatlily 
return his favours, by enibracing his caufe,^ whenever the death of 
his father fltould give him a Claim to the empire. It was fi om this 
Itope, that he advifed indulgence to the refractory rajas, and con- 
delbendcd to repair to their camp, and conduCt them from thence 
to his fathge, ‘permitting tliem to be accompanied by all their troops 
armed/T^uch unufual indulgence was far from* anfwering the end 
by the prince, wht) fnoulcl have feen, that it could only 
tej^ to difplay publickly the fears of government, and confequently 
V mull 
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muft rcfleft difhonour on its advifer, and render him weak in the 
eyes even of thofe to whom fuch uncommon’honours were allowed. 
In fhort, the two rajas, attended by ail their followers, paid their 
refpec^s to his majefty on the line of.hiarcb> were gratified with his 
affent to whatever their infolence demanded, and difmified to their 
homes with rich prefents and durances of favour. 

When this affair was finifiied, the emperor marched without 
delay towards Lahore, not even /topping to make an entrance cithyr 
at Agra or Dhely. In. a Ihpit time, he arrived at Sirhind, whicli* 
the rebels deferred on his approach, and retired to " Daber, the 
original refidence of tHfelr g^orroh or chief, where they fortified 
themfelves as ftrongly as polHble. Though this infurrcdlion was 
not of fuch importance as to difturb the general repofe of the 
empire, yet his majefty, defender of the faith, hearing that the malice 
of the rebels was direfted at religion, thought it hiss duty to go againft 
them in perfon; in this, copying the example of Aijlumgeer, who, 
in the latter part o^ his reign, appeared at the liege of every fort 
belongln" to unbelievers j otherwile, what ability had a vvi cn hed 
and inf/tuated rabble to dare the prefence of fuch a glorious 
monarch ? The exertions of one of the principal ameers, or, at all 
events, ,of the princes, would have been equal to the extinction of 
the rebelliori, ^nd exploiion of the fehifm. 

The imperial army foon arrived within fight of the goorroh’s 
, camp, which lay round the walls of Daber on different heights, 
commanding the palfes to that fortrefs, fituated on a fummit, fur- 
rounded by hollows, craggy rocks, and deep paths. Shaw Aulum 
had rcfolved to lie inaftive before the enemy for lp.me time, in 
hopes by this to fender them confident, and tempt to an 

* At the entrance of the SewaUc mountains, which connefl Hindoftan with 1 hSjet* 

engagemef 
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engagement; on which account he iflued pofitive orders to th 
princes and all tlic anfeers, nojt to advance nearer the^goorroh’s 
lines on any pretence, however favourable. Some, days paljbd in 
iitaftivity, when at iengtlj the khankhanan entreated permiflj^n. of 
his majefty to advance, with his own followers, to reconnoitre the 
enemy’s pofition; which was granted, on condition that he fliould 
not commence an attacl* without further orders from the prefence. 
However, when he had arrived within fhot of their lines, the 
enemy began a warm cannonade from their works, while bodies of 
thein. infantry on the heights galled hyn with rockets, mufquetry, 
and arrows. His foldiers, enraged, were not no’^ to be reftrained; 
and the khankhanan, more jealous of his •m'ilitary fame than fearful 
of the emperor’s difpleafure, ventured for once, to difobey, by giving 
directions to attack. He difmounted from his horfe, and led his 
brave troops on foot up the moft difficult heights, driving the 
rebels from them ^with the greateft rapidity and fuccefs. This 
feene palTing within fight of the royal camp, the chiefs and foldiers, 
emulous of .glory, waited not for orders, but haftened to join the 
attack in great numbers; while the emperor and the foui^ princes 
viewed the fight from the fquares of their encampments,\ with a 
mixture of anger and fatisfaClion. At laft the enemy were driven 
from all their works, to the narrow fummit round the fort oi 

i 

Daber, where they continued to defend themfelves tn«,a defperate 
manner, but without even the hope of elcai>e fro^ general 
daughter; when night coming on, rendered friends and /oes undif- 
tinguifhablc to each other. The khankhanan, fure of having the 
goorroh in his power, gave orders for his troops to ceafe the attack, 
and lie upon their arms iii/ their prefent pofition, till the morning 
Ihould enable him to finifii it with fuccefs. He had, however, 
unluckily^-jic^Cted to block up a nanow path‘leading f. om th< 
fort tlic hills, either becaufe he had not perceived it, or wa: 
fatis&d mat it could not lead but to where the Imperial troops wen 
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pofted. The goorroh, a itjan of great art^ generally appeared in 
the drefs dhrl l}ilendor*of a prince, when he wifhed to be public; 
but, if occafion’required privacy, he dilguifed himftlf in the habit 
' a'^ogie or fynaflec, in fuch a mannet, that few, even among 
bis own people, could know him. During the night, he, without 
icquainting his followers of his intentions, changed his habit, and 
eft the fort undifeovered. The khankhanan, about dawn, re- 
icvvcd the attack, and gained the place, after a fhort llrugglc, 
word in hand, exulting in the certainty of carrying the goorrOh^ 
lead or alive to the emperoi** whofe*difpleafure at his difolyjdicnce 
if orders, would by this fervice "be changed to approbation : but 
•vho can relate his weight of grief and difappointment, at finding 
hat his promifed prize had efcaped, without leavinga trace behind 
urn ? The goorroh’s fpced of foot was uncommon, and he only 
acquainted with the paths and mazes through the hills that led to 

the fnowy mountains, which he had marked for flieltcr. The 

* 

khanklianan loll for an inftant almoft the ufe of his faculties, 
which were abforbed in dread of the emperor’s anger, not without 
reafon, /As he was, agreeable to cuftom after an important vic¬ 
tory, healing tlje march of triumph in his way to the royal tents, 
irdcrs arrived,'commanding him to flop the drums, and not dare 
:o enter the prcfcnce. He retired, drowned in defpair, to his c^vn 
tents; whei/ he had the cruel mortification of learning every 
in/lant, fvttjm melfengers, that his enemies exulted in his fall from 
Favour, and openly condemned his condufl with malicious zeal in 
the prefence of his raajefty, who was highly enraged againfl him. 
But though this did, not continue long, and Shaw Aulum, regard- 


ng his former fervices, received him again into fluaiui', after a few 
lays, yet this nobi^* and faithful minifler ncvei- recovel^djVom the 
ucds of the royal ingratitude. This grief, added to the he 
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felt at feeing three of ^the princes and the arrifeer al amra ufing all 
arts to comjjletc his ruin, Ruck like a poifoned arrow iii'his- hreaft. 
He loft all fatisfaflion from worldly enjoyments, the emptinefs of 
which he now fo fully experienced, and from the day of his dilgrace' 
declined in his health j fo that not long after he was reduced to 
keep his bed, where he lingered a few days, and then refigned his 
foul to the angel of death; who never, in the uncounted ages of 
his office, feized on a foul more pure, or lefs defiled with the frail¬ 
ties of human nature*. 


r # 

While Shaw Aulum, juft as a'fovereign, and liberal as a man, 
reigned over the empire with a gentle hand, in perfedt repofe. Pro¬ 
vidence was preparing new revolutions, and Time haftening to 
dilclofe events of dreadful importance. The bloflbms numeroufly 
Ihooting under the influence, of the Imperial fpring, were deftined 
to be blafted by the ftorms of autumn, and only one unkindly fruit 
to remain on fthe royal tree. A deadly vapour, poifonous as the 
piercing venom of the fnake, all at once infefled the head and licart 
, of Shaw Aulum with pains, violent as from the' heavyv ftiokc of 
the kceneft weapon. So inftantaneous was the fatal effea, that it 
gave full reafon to imagine it proceeded from poifoh. He was all 
at once feized with faintings, v;hich continued without intermillion, 
AX. 171Z. till, on the 21ft of Mohirrim, 1124, being Monday Hjght, he de- 
ferted this vain world for that of eternity. He had beep, from the 
firft inftant of his illnefs, given over, and the princes and ladies of 
the haram made continual and loud lamentations round his bed 
It happened one day, that, as Mahummud Moiz ad Dien ant 
Azeem Ooftiawn were fitting near it, the latter, perceiving undci 
a corner pillow a dagger of very exquifite workmanfliip 

took i^lfip to admire the jewels with wdiich it was adorned, and tljt 
wa^ (fi the blade. Upon his drawing it from the fcabbard, Moij 
ad/Dicn, jealous of his brother, was feized with a panic. H« 
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H:arted‘up, and retired with fuch precipitation, that he ftruck the 
turban froai his head §gainft the door of the tent, forgot his flip¬ 
pers at the entrance, and fell down over the ropes. Being alTifted 
to rife and adjuft lus drefs by his fervantSr who were aftoniflied at 
his ftrangc actions, and appearance, he rode off to his tents with 
all the ij»ed and hurry poifible. This occahoned much alarm in 
the camp, and I, among many others, haftened towaids the ‘dur¬ 
bar. I met die prince, with his attendants, pufhing on his elephant 
with frantic haftc» upon obferving which, I endeavoured to pajf 
unobferved j but he knew mf, and fent a melicnger to call mfe to * 
him. As 1 had previoufly attached myfelf to Azeem Oofliawn, I 
did not obey the mandafe, but palled on to the emperor’s tents, 
where I fat down in the guard-room of *Mahabut Khan, third 
buklhh wliich was clofe to that of the ameer al amra, who did 
duty there in perlbn. He fent for me, and 1 . found with him 
Mirza Shaw-tiowaz Khan Sulfewee. I had before interefted my- 
feif, at the defire of both, in bringing tdwut a condedlion between 
Azeem Oolhawn and the ameer al amra j for which purpole I had 
employed Shekh* ’ Coodderut OoUa as a meflengcr, and Imnetimes 
my gtandfon, < Einaiut OoUa. The ameer al amra now de/ired 
me to fend thedatter to Azeem Oolhawn, to aflt him how he could 
ferve him on the prefent otcalion. I fent him, but he ffeturped 
with a reply^laflSonic and flight, as if from a nobleman of high rank 
to the coiymander of an himdred. It was written in Shekh Coo- 
derut OoUa’s (confidant to the prince) own hand, as follows : “As 
“ the Imperial fervants can know no place of fupport but this 
“ court, and moft have already repaired to it, the ameer al amra 

may alfo pay his duty, with aflurance of a gracious reception, 

N. 

« J 

* The court of the %mpmr, or any other pedbn in high authority. i' 

* Angllce, Commanding awe. * \ 

^ AngUce, Providence of God. 

♦Gift of God. • . , 
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in the prcfence.” When the ameer al amra read this, he (bed 
tears, and faid to mey^mritih much .emotion, _ “ You lee the imomers 
of the prince and Ids advifqrs! Whatever is the will of God, 
muft take place. Alas I the errors of a favourite, imaoqcuuated 
** with government, often endanger .the very exiftence of Ins 
“ raaftcr. When fortune frowns m. any one, he is fore to do 
“ that which he fhould not.” After fiiying this, he immediately 
quitted the guard-room, colie6ted his lidlowfirs, and moved his 
tents and effeds to the quaiter of the prince Moiz ad Dien, where 
‘he thought his fervices more likely to^anfwer h» own intereft. 

t 

The camp was.fo dUpo&d, that the tents of the emperor were 
pitched along one bank of the river, and on the other oppolite, 
thofe of the prince Aaeem Otdhawn, at a confiderahle diftance 
^rom the ' city. The three other ptrinees were encamped nearer to 
it, but Moiz ad Pien almoU: clofe to the walls, and the greateft 
part of his tr^ occupied the houfes of the neareft ftieets. The 
induence, rkhes and power of Azeem Ooftiawn, had long raifed 
(ugaini^ him the em^nty and jaalcmfy of his brethren, who had, foi 
their general. lafety, formed a compaS; to fuppoit eadh other. 
The asneer al amra had {bcmerly been dil^fted at A'zeem Oolhawn, 
for preferring to himlelf, the kh^khanaii and Mahabut Khan; from 
which time lie had courted alternately AuSSbh Odfhdw]^ and Jehaun 
Shaw. On this oocahon, he fwpre to affift the three hrotbons in 
cdecling the dcilru6tioa of Azeem Oofhawn, and make an equal 
diyifiQU of tlie empire end royal treafures among them. 

Azeem Oofiiawn, already in polleffion of the Imperial camp, 
treafury and jc-^els, had alfo a vaft treafure of his oWn. MoA: of 
the principal nobkmen had joined ium» w ith their followers j alio 

( 

’ Lahore, fituated on the river Rawee, about zoo miles N. of Dhely, 
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the ri»yal ar^lery. He hstdy bdkles, a very conlideraUe army in; 
lus dwn pa^; tk2ft his lirothers, though ad leagued againft him, 

would have formi^ but a weak enemy, if 'he had hnrhediatdy at¬ 
tacked them. But he otherwiie: he.encaniped on 'the plain, 
keeping the liver to his rear, and began to throw up works tct 
defend himfelf, indead of eonrtmg a general aftion, Probably 
this proceed dom tenderheis to Ins brotihers, who he thought 
v^ould in a few days be dcfcrtcd by their froops, for want of pay, 
as they poffefied fittle or no money; and that they would eithe/r, 
willingly acknowledge biih emperor;^ to obtain fettlcments, or* be' * 
delivered into his hhnds by Ibme of their pretended friends, to gain 
his ifiavour. • ' 


While he thus flattered hiiiifetf with ah ealy cbnqueflf, the three 
brothel's, by the advice of the Mheer at amra, dtew all the artillery 
from the fort of Lahore, and etummptd their united forces in one 
line, making dib thcMf defedee to the neat. I happened to be 
encamped hear Mahabnt'^lthan, who'immediately, on learning that 
the ameer al amra had attached himfrlf to Mosz ad Dien, feating to 
be plund;;rcd by his troops, loft no time in moving off with his 
fan^y and efibi^ to Jiiaxxtc Oofhawn, leaving his tents and tem- 
jj^rary builifings Shihding: 3S?o Iboncr was he goiie, than jhe 
rabble todk j^ptJdfeflion of his camp, which they fet on fire, and 
levelled in an inftant with the ground. As, on many accounts, I 
had refdved to embrace the fortunes of Azeem Oofhawn, 1 would 


* S ** * 

have ghne wkh lnttJft ibiTt the camp being a ftanding one, I had 
neglected my tenibi fatted with my carriages, and erefted tenipo- 
raigr fheds fbf ihy* fiddly, fo thstt I was obliged to remain in an 
alarniing fituationj idmoft tdohe, for four days, t wifhed to fend 
my vranCb^ to Roufe in the city; but the road to it led tlnough 
the allied armies, where it was probable they might be infultcd or 
plundertSd. On the fifth day, I was eafed of my fears, as a ftrong 
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efcoit came from the prince Azeem Oofhavm to conduf!: to him 
Shaw-nowaz Khan, Hummed ad DIen Khan, and fome other 
noblemen, who waited for this fecurity to join hin^. With them I 
reached his camp in lafety, where I happily got poffeffion of a 
fquare walled about, but without any covering or iliade: yet even, 
this was as a palace at .the time, as it ferved to protedl my women 
and family. I now paid my refpefts to the prince, who* received 
me gracioufly, conferred upon me many favoursi and confulted me 
on all important occafions. Pecuniary rewards, and titles far 
. abqve my ambition, weie allotted for me, and getting ready to 
pafs the feals: at the fame tirne, prdefs were difpatched to fummon 
my fon, ‘ Holhe-dai- Khan, to the prefence, from which he had 
been detached fome time befom on aftual fervice, w’ith a feledl 
force i and, to pay him, a large fum of money was lent to me. 
I refufed it, however, as I had not people to fecure its fafety j and 
requelled alfo, that the rank of five thouland, and title of Azim 
Khan, which was preparing for me, might not be confirmed, till 
the prince Hiould become viflorious over .his enemies, as I had 
made a vow not to receive them till he fiiould fit mirivalled on the 
throne of empire. In fa£l, I perceived in his weak politics, and 
want of refolution, the decline of his caule; and ^w the burning 
Walls of fummer hallening to deftroy the leafon of fpring, as the 
experienced hulbandman can judge of his harvells from the changes 
of the atmolphere. ' 

When Azeem Oolhawn had intrenched Wmlelf, and the three 
brothers began their approaches to his works on every fide, his 
operations became highly blameable in the eyes of the nobility and 
officers of expejiience. It appeared to the public, that the fuperioi 
force dreaded the inferior 5 and that thofe who ought to be the 

' Anglice, Eitdowed with judgment, 

befiegersj 
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befiegers, were now the beiieged. Such was the effeft, for Azcem 
Oofhawn’s army grew .diipirited daily, while the enemy's gained 
ardor eveiy hour# at finding that prolpedt of fuccefs, of which in 
the beginning they had almofi: delpaired* Our foldiers at the 
works, tired wiih confiant watchings and alarms, grew remifs in 
their duty: they firfi required unnecefiary alTifiance, and at laft 
began to delert their pofis. The Imperil artillery, to whom a 
great fum of money had been given as a bounty, became dilbbe- 
dient to orders, and even mutinous, in which points they were folr, 
lowed by thole of the houl^^old. 'J’his behaviour m^e Azeem * 
Oolhawn change lus opinion, that he could purchafe viftory with 
money only j lb that he* opened his treafury but fparingly to the 
old or new troops, giving, with much reludkance, only one hun¬ 
dred rupees to each trooper who came to offer fervice with Ws own 
horfe, for which fecurity was allb demanded. At a crifis of this 
important natCire, but few were tempted to quit the fervice of their 
old mailers, for a fum but inconliderablc in itfdf, and only attain¬ 
able with filch difficulty. In Ihort, the whole camp began to be 
alarmed, and even the boldeft officers to feel a dread of the ill con- 
fequences of being cooped up in unnecefl&ry entrenchments. A 
cannonade was "kept up on both fides for four days, in each of 
which the three brothers gshned Ibme advantage, by advancing their 
nations ncaiyr to the works of the mifguided Azeem Oolhawn. 

t 

On the fifth day, Azeem Oolhawn move^ from his camp in 
order of battle, and his fon, the prince 'Mahummud Kerreem, 
though commander of the advanced coi-^s, was with him, inftead 
of.being difpatched in front, agreeably to the ufual dilpofition of 
the line. This was ordered, left, as the enemy were formed into 
three bodies, one might gain an advantage over him, and another 

* AngUce, favoured by Mahummud. 

intercept' 
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his retrsat to the g^ 4 iid Un^ before !«t coidd nceive 
proper affiftance. Such vitas'^'confufion in forming <ih6 trpops» 
that the artillery was qt^te ttlekfily difpofed, and many pieces, dc- 
ferted by the men, lay overf^titied ion lise ground ^ while fisme of 
the chief officers were by their foEoWerS left ahnoft alone, on theii 
elephants, before the adion began; i JSdcyanaii Khan Afghan firft 
advanced to charge the divifion of Jihauni Shaw, but he was fup- 
ported by fo few of has followers, that he cdnM dfoft nothing, and 
w<as killed in the' onfot, before he had reached enemy’s poft. 
'JehSun' Shaw moved fteadlly, in fjow order, towards Azeem 
Ooffiawn, whole troops’began to faQ'lback from around 

him. The mifcOttdudted, but tridy bra>^ piSncfe, when he few 
his fortune thus tinfovourable, though he might havefeved fahnf^ 
by mounting a horfe and Eying from the field, yet fcorned to owe 
his feeurity to dilhonour, and woisM not move from his dephant, 
but advanced almoft alone towards Jehlaun Shaw. This adlion, 
and fobmitting,* to be facrificecl, was one and feme. His ele¬ 
phant drivor was killed in the inftant, and thb fow till duin rBmain> 
ing friends to his perfon delated him to a man. He received many 

a 

wounds from arrows and fhot, fo ffiat he ibon funk down.^ntxng 
upon his feat; while his elephant, without a diivt^ and furious 
witl^pain, ran through the oiemy, who ptnrfoed him in vain for 
Tome hours, and during that time the unfortunate *pr^nce died of 
fatigue and lofs of blood'. Sultaun Mahurmnud Ket^reem, his 
ibn, in the height the cmifufiou, direw himfelf without hurt 
from his elephant, mounting b horle brou^ him by an at¬ 
tendant, efcaped from the field of battle j but only to fuffer, fhortly 
after, a worfe fate than dying in adlion. . 

' ' • 

* Anwen adDienSumbullee Us elephant niihecl vrife him inw the Rawee, and 
was drowned. 
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It happened that, at the heg^noing of the adion, the thcee princes 
wenp drawn up nearly oppofite that part of the camp where 1 
unfortunate^ bad placol my family in a wretched fquare, to which 
the enenay advanced ftUl nearer, as the ba^jle raged, and our troops 
began 4:9 fly. M a h a but Khan, Hummed ad Diien, and odier 
lords, had in the be^ntung fent their families acrois the river to 
places of Tafety, which precaution I 'was prevented from ufing, by 
being attendant on Azeem Oolhawn’s perfon in the line. The 
river was about a rocket’s flighr from the iquaiv inclofure, and 
upon the rout of our line, Khan Zummaun, my friend, advifed* - 
me, while the enemy’s troops were yet employed'm fight, to con- 
dn£l my women out of danger to the other fide ; at the fame time 
od&ring me a boat he had teady for his own fecurity againft purfuit, 
and a guard of one hundred and fifty perlbns, his own followers. 
Accordingly 1 placed my wife and daughter in two covered palle- 
kecs, with a fum fomewhat exceeding ' four thoufand gold mhors, 
a calket of jewels, betel plate of gold fet with jewels, and other 
very valuable ornaments belonging to my daughter, defignetl for 
her marriage portion, leavir^ clothes and every thing elfe to chance. 
As Providence decreed it,, the women’s pallekees had juft arrived at 
a narrow inlet bf water, about an arrow's flight fiom the river, 
when Azeem Qoftiawn’s slephant, and Mahummud Kerreem’s, 
were running towards it, purfued by the enemy. I was advanced 
a little in front to pr^are the boat, when fuddenly one of my at¬ 
tendants (fried out, “ Where are you going? Your honour is 
“ ruined! ” I looked behind me, and law the enemy near my 
women; upon which,a ftate of furious defpair, I haftened back 
with my grandfon Meer Einaiut OoUa, as Khan Zummaun’s people 
could not reach me in time for my affiftancc. Wd two had juft 
joined the women,»when the rapacious Moguls had begun to 

* Ab<Hit Hk tboufiind pouiuis flerling'y reckoning the ttibot at fifteen Srcca rupees* 

2 * plunder 
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plunder; upon which I leaped from my horfe, and feizing my wife 
and daughter by eacl^a hand} ruihed with them into t^e rivulet up 
to their waifts, and covered the reft of their persons .with a.cloth, 
drawing my fword to d^end them with my lift from further infult; 
and, luckily for my honour, their faces were not feen by the eyes- 
of a ftranger. The Moguls, more attentive to gain than Ihedding 
of blood, after plundering the pallekees and other carriages of 
every thing, even to the coarfeft outer coverings, rode off in fearch 
of other prey, without attacking me or my attendants, who were hid 
< ‘ in,different bulhes and hollows. It was during this cpnfulion, that 
I faw the prince Mahummu'd Keireem jump ‘from his elephant, 
mount a fervant’s horfe, and efcape. When the alarm was over, 
and friends and enemies had pallH by, I was joined by my fervants 
from their various fhelters, and, having replaced my women in 
the pallekees, returned to my late mifcfable dwelling, which had 
been alfo plundered, even to foot-cloths and carpets. No pillows 
or feats were kft us but the hire ground, and no apparel but that 
drenched in wata* on our backs; neverthelefe, I gave grateful thanks 
to the Almighty for the prefervation of my life and honour, with 
a fincere fervor. With the appi'oach of night the confufion llack- 
cned, and about nine o’clock all was over, and ^et 'reftored. 1 
then faid to myfelf, “ What is gorie, is gone ! ” and, with a calm 
mind, recited one hundred and twenty verfes of the ^ Mefnavi, be- 
fidcs an ode applicable to the prefent ftate of ^airs. 

• ^ 

I 

The prince Jehaun Shaw, who had taken poffeffion of the camp 
of the vanquifhed, in the morning fent covered carriages and othei 
neceliaries to me, with a gracious meffage, defiring that I woulc 
come, and pitch my tents near his own. I went accordingly, anc 
was introduced to him. He was 'litting alcfine, under a canopy 

( 

* The Mefnavi is a ccUe^lion of moral poe^s, by Molewee Jellal ad Dien Roomi. 

nea 
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near his private apartmcntfl. When he law me, he exclaimed, in 
a joyful voice, *■ Come, ' Azim Khan, for thy arrival is at a liappy 

feafon ! I was anxious to fee thee.” He then took off the l^e- 
laut, which he had put on juft b^ore, and gave it to me, with the 
munfub of * fix thoufend, faying, “ I have left one d^ree of rank 
“ to confer upon you on the day of my acceflion^to a throne.” 
After which he diimified me in a gracious manner, and I took up 
my ftation near that of ’ LutfooUa Khan Saduk, his iirft minifter. 

•• 

Jehaun Shaw, who had gained the viftory over Azeem OolHawm, 
judging, from the purity of his'own intentions, that thofc of his 
two brothers and the ameer al amra were equally juft towards him, 
thou^ fortune had placed all the treafares of the vanquifhed in his 
power, fcorned to ufe this advantage, contrary to his oath of al¬ 
liance. He fent the body of Azeem Oolhawn to Moiz ad Dien; 
and; when all the plunder of his camp was colk£led, delivered the 
whole without delay into the hands of the am^r al amra, who, 
agreeable to treaty and his own oaths, was to make an impartial . 
divifion of the provinces and treafures between the brothers. This 
ftrifVnofs .to his word was the 4 aufe of his ruin. The ameer al amra 
had privately fefolved to feat Moiz ad Dien on the throne without 
a rival, as he was a weak* prince, fond of his pleafures, averfe,from 
bufinefs, and confequently beft fuited to the purpofe of a minifter 
ambitiop? of uncontrouled power. With this view, he, on various 
pretences, delayed making a divifion of the treafure, knowing that 
the troops of jehaup Shaw and Rufteh Oolhawn were already mu- 
tinoully clamorous for the payment of their long arrears, and much 


Anglice, Nobb lordi title which Azeem Oolhawn had oiFcred to confer on 

moi* 


* Seven thouland was properly the higheft sank of nobility. In the decline of the 
c|lipire» rank of eight and ten thoufand was conierred on powerful miniflers. 

* Anglicci mercy, Saduk* Anglice Xruc* was his family name. 
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difgufted at being deprived of the great plunder they had expeftcd 
from the camp of Azeem Oofhawn, which ‘had been leized from 

‘ T* 

their grafp by the ftri^'difcipline and honour of Jehaun Shaw. 
The ameer al amra, with' feeming attachment, vifited the princes 
as ufual, and three days paffed over without their expreffing diftruft 
at his delay; ^t their friends clearly faw his defigns, and warned 
Jehaun Shaw againft his treachery j offering to prevent their com¬ 
pletion, by putting him to death, when he fliould come next to 
pay his refpe£ls. The honourable and noble-minded prince refufed 
his alTent to fuch propofals, laying, ‘‘ I cannoj confent to Inch 
“ dilhonouraWe and'perfidious dealing, for jwhich I Ihould become 
“ heinoufly guilty in the eyes of God, and amonglt m«i marked 
“ as a traitor and abufer of power. If empire is decreed me, I 
“ lliall attain it without trouble; but, if not, of what avail is 
“ treachery, or unjuft Ihedding of human blood ? ” At his next 
vifit, he openly toM the ameer al amra the fulpicions entertained of 
his conduft, faying, “ Even now, perhaps, thy family is dreading 
“ that I may be putting thee to death j which, however politic, I 
“ fcorn to do by fraud. Rife then, and go in peace to thine own 
“ houfe.” The ameer al amra departed with a Ipeed and precipi¬ 
tation declaring his guilt. The veil, with’ which heliad covered 
his deligns, became no longer of ufe j but, inftead of feeling gra¬ 
titude to-Jehaun Shaw for fuffeiing him to live, his enmity in- 
creafed. He now openly avowed his deftruftiori, and his intentions 
to fupport Moiz ad Dien. Though Jehaun Shaw, virtuous and 
religioufly faithful to Im word, was generous qnd juft in this great 
action, yet the policy of government will not admit of fuch conduit 
being copied as an example of propriety. The world is deceitful, 
and cannot be commanded but by deceit. The thief, who Ihould 
wake his Sleeping prey, would only bring ruin on his own head. 
Virtue and vice being direft oppofites, cannot exift in one dwelling. 
That, the foundation of whi^h is evil, cannQt be fupported but by 
eVn. I When 
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When t^ej,^meer aitjkmra had openly relafed to perform hia 
agreemenfi jehaun Shaw, furious at hiS behaviour, moved his 
cam'p opppiite.to ibe treacherous nobleman’s^ and prepared to offer 
battle wkhput delay.. He had juft neyv the faireft profi>c£t of 
every fuccefs:} ^ $ne army,, attached to his perfon with one'mind, 
good artallery, and a great ebarafter among his own and the enc* 
my’s troops.; .But—how uncertain is fortune! This night, by 
permiflionof God, a fire broke out in the artilkiy camp : all the 
rocicets and ftores of ammunitior> were deftroyed, and our army 
rendered in one inftant totally ufclefs. The merit of this importaat 
mvfchief was afterwards claimed by R^ee Khan Maneckporce, who 
laid the'fire was purpafely,kindled by his fpies, fora large bribe. 
This man was originally of low character an^ little efteem, but for 
this feryice he;W:as gradually, rmfed from a‘p<^ in the artillery, by 
Moiz ad DIen, to the rank of fix thoufand, .jJijimeUia^elyf^ter this 
dreadful accident,. Rooftum Dil Khan and Mukhlis.Khan haftened 
to one pf the Imperial ^powder-works, and chteiped fome frefli 
fupphes ; but the tKoops. much dilpiuted with tlieir lofs, now be¬ 
came clamofrojrs for money, and began to defert in great numbers. 


Ill fhort, the .lpiiit of the .army was changed, fb that, excepting 
Lutfoolla lyian, Rooftum Dil Khany Mukhlis Khan, and a few 
others vyho remained faithful, all the chiefs forfeited.theii- honours, 
and, Jehaun Shaw, plainly perceiving the wavering of his followers, 
thought it moft advifabk to prevent worfe confequences, by putting 
alhto thfe haz^d ^ engagement. T^e next morning 

at the dawn pf^ day, (bang Monday, anwo 1124,)-he fornaed his 
line, and,a.bannonade, which was angered by the enemy, 

and kept up,.^ till mid-day with equal fuccefs. At 

length the fire of Jehaun Shaw began to flacken; and his troops to 
feparate on vark>qs_ pretetiqes, as want of water, guarding their 
baggag^i.,jand tjie lilre j ib ^^hat neauhalf the army deferred gradu¬ 
ally, in Ipite of the prince’s i'epeated orders to maintain the line. 

, ■ . X 2* Obferving 
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Obfervmg this, he rai&d a report that the an^eer al amra was kilted 
by a fhot, in confequenw of which the enemy were alaroaed, and 
that he fhould immediatdy char^ them, in order to improve (b 
favourable an event. As* he founded the march of vi 3 »ry, lus 
troops believed him, and returned moft of them to their pofts. He 
then commanded Janee Khan, Rooftum DU Khan, and Mukhlb 
Khan, to charge one flank of the enemy, and Lootfulla Khan and 
others in front, he himfelf heading this lafl divifion. It was now 
abput four o’clock, when Jehaun Shaw, without lodking behind 
him to lee how he was iupportt^ by hi§ troops, advanced on the 
enemy’s center with a furious fpeed, where the aifteer al amra was 
Handing with a few followers, to reconnoitre;. Moiz ad Dien had 
before retired to repofe in his tents. RooHum DU Khan and other 
chiefs ruihed through all oppohtion to that quarter, gained the 
tents, »)d plundered even the ladles of the haram, among whom 
were many belon^ng to the late emperor. Moiz ad Dien, rouzed 
from deep, withqnt regarding their fafety, fled to leek his own, 
undrefled as he was, with the ameer al amra, who was engaged 
* againfl; Jehaun Shaw in unequal tombat, as he had only with him 
three or four hundml horfe. At this flme RulFeh Oofhawn, who 
feg mip gly fuppoited Moiz ad £^en, but was waiting an oppor¬ 
tunity to dc^oy both hhn and Jehaun ShaW, appeaii6d ki the rear 
of the latter with his whole force. A corps of infliifti^y aUb now 
eppo&d him in front, not cmly Hopping his charge, but confuflng 
his troops} who,' feeing themle^es Hkely be furround^,* loH 
all fpirit, and fled to a man on the right and left, leaving him ex- 
pofed alone upon hts elephant: and he was foon kUled by a mufqueit 
Ihot. His fort, * Fetfchundch Akliter, a prince of moH promifing, 
bodUy and mental accompiifltments, who fa|: behind him, defeended 
and. fought with his fcymetai, till he could Hand* no longer, and 
tlicn ieU down dead, covered witJi wounds. Both the bodies were 

^ A«glicc^ Of fortunate ^ar. 
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carried immediatdy to riie ameer al amra, who ordered the march 
of vidlory to be foUnde^. Jehaun ShaWt heroic, juft and benevo¬ 
lent, was all perfeft} hut itiU, as Proridence t^pofed his fortune, 
all his plans tunwd out diredly contrary* to their propofed end, 
and what leemed to promiiefucc^, became the caufe of irdsfortune 
Men judge vainly from events, laying, if he had not done fo, thus 
would or could not have happened: but, alas I in whole power are 
events ? Our faculties, our ftrength, our thoughts, our friends, 
are all moved by the inftigatian of Providence. Nothing can hap-, 
pen without a catiie, yet our yuin is pften brought on by the very 
taufes which had before occaftonedrour fuccefs; for God doeth that 
which pleafeth him, and dRefteth that which he hath defigned. 

When the day of this fun of royalty had funk in the evening of 
death, there now remained no other rivals than Moiz ad Dien and 
RufielvOolhawh. The latter had the iirmeft reliance on tlie at¬ 
tachment and oaths of the ameer al amra, who, dunng the life of 
the late emperor, had bften fuppoited by him in the ftrongeft man- 
xier againft the khankhanan. He alfo had honoured him, at his 
own requ^ft, by the appellation of uncle, and ^Jtchange oi turbans i 
fo that he now' hoped, as (me fovereign i^med to be his choice, 
that it might reft upon hifti^ in preference to bis elder brotlicr. 
On this accountj he had reiblved to wait as a ipeftator of the 
ftruggle, till the fall of one of his rivals, and then to rulh upon 
the furviVor, while flulhed with victory, and unguarded againft a 
hew enemy. This d^gn he now communicated to Iris followers, 
and dcfired them to fopport him in an immediate attack on 
ad Dien} but they iVould not confent, either through fear or 
treachery, pretending that the dawn of morning was more favour- 

• The aehatlf^ ef turban*, amon^ the oriental*, is the moft facred , 31 c Jgc of fiicnd- 
and alky breach of it) aAcr ihbh ceremony, regarded wiih horror. 
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able ^han the prefej?J|,iji{|apt.i rfo the prince was, obliged to 
flop, and wait their,'plea%;ei:^^ J-Je Ipent . the night finder ai;ms, 
with fleeplds impatietw^. fo?, the return ;pf day v but fome of his 
falfe adyp?^.commi^)V;a^.h^ jHan; tp 4he awieer al amra, and 

prc^ife4i«to ^ 

Jfuft aithe morning was beginning to appe^, Rp^eh'Oofiiawn 
advanced fliently toWaids the ehenjyv iiopihg to Aiiprize tlicm; 
but, before he had “reaciled their camp, the commanding officer of 
his aitilfery, either thrdugli tVeachet^ or ignorance, fired a gun 
towards the' quart^'^'bf Mbii a'd whic^^ his fleeping 

troops/ Tht-alarm Wds l^M^atcly ipunded, and the enemy’s 
cannbii fbbfi ttegan W play furiouflyi Who now would ftand to 
fuppoit Ruffeh Ooftiawn i The greateft number of his followers 
fled in confufion to the right and left, while Buddukfhee, a chief 
in whom he had repoicti the greateft confidence, and whom he had 
faved' fhjm b^rig put to 'death by his father^ 'whom he ha^ raifed 
to honours, And fupported with a liberaUty unbounded, having 
privately agreed with the' ameer al arara, ungrjytefully turned his 
arms againft faini at this inftant. The unhappy prince was in a 
fliort time left alone," furrounddd .by his enemies'on ever/fide j but 
triily brave' and fpirited; regarding me honoiir ‘^liS reputation of 
the family of Thnur, notwithftandihg his delicacy and feemlng 
effeminate foftnels, he threw himfrif from his elephant, and, draw¬ 
ing the fabre of glory from the fcabbard of honour, fought fingly 
on foot s^ainft thbulaMs of aff^l^ts. ; wKat pould he effeff, 
more thah fell one life at the expence of« many ? He was fooii 
hewed down with repeated wounds. Lid refi|hed his breath to him 

♦ ^ 0 Vv ' ' V 

who gave it* May the Almighty (hew mercy to his .foul! We are 
iinbm God, and to him We muft fefufri. ^ , 


i/,'. /»• 


Such courage, I muft with ji^ioe remark, never aj^eared among 
the defeenHants of Timur, as ffiewh by the offspring of Anlumgeer j 
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nor do the various hiftories I liav^e read, recowi the like gallant op- 
pofition of a*prince"fin^y againll numbers. True valour is proved 
in the extremity of danger; but it is eafy to ^ume the appearance 
of courage in the day of fafety. . 

Moiz ad Dicn Jehaundar Shaw, by the afliftance of Providence 
alone, now founded the march of viiSory and unrivalled empire. 
He permitted the mangled bodies of his martyred and more worthy 
brothers to be kept three days on the field of battle, expoled to** 
public view. They were afterwards conveyed toDhely, and interred 
without ceremony or pomp, in the maufoleum of the emperor 
Humaioon, the general receptacle of the murdered princes of the 
Imperial family. The maufbleums which they had erefted for. 
themfelves, near the tombs of their favourite faints, of marble, 
l^afper, and other rich ftones, were bellowed on the minions of 
Lall Koof, a public dancer, and miftxefs to the Veak Jehaundar 
Shaw. * 

Be it known to.thofe of enlightened underftandings, and to tlic 
acquainted with the ufages of the world, that if, in the relation of 
the affairs of liege and hereditary lord, the emperor Moiz ad 
■ Dien Jehaundar Shaw, fome obfervations and expreflions flioukl 
efcape my pen, contrary to refpe£l, and the examples of the hifto- 
riographers of princes, they will not proceed from difaffeftion or 
.a prejudiced mind. I know they are improper from the .pen of a 
fervant, and God forgive me! but by them I mean no difaffedlion 
to his perfon, or difrefpeft to the family of Timur i no vent of my 
own fpleen; no view to |Uitter a fucceffor, by difparaging his aival, 
nor malicious abufe for the neglefl or difappointmeiit 1 may have 
fuffered during this Ireign. 1 fwear by God, and God is a facial 
witneffer of oaths, that I loved him as my fovereign j but, as it 
was incumbent on me to reeoi'd the actions of the reigning prince, 
good or bad, wife or foolifli, ih public ahd private, if they were,. 
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Without one exception, all unworthy, what can I fay, as a faithful 
wiiter ? Let it be remembered, that I wm nouriflied for fifty 
yc^s under the; benignant lhadow of the great and'glorious emperor 
Aulumgeer. How fad the alteration I now beheld! Of this man, 
this wretched idiot, oppofitc to him in every quality, fucceeding to 
the very fame empire, fitting on tlie very fame throncj and the 
aftions he did, what can I fay, or in what terms paint the dilgraccs 
they fuffered by his acceflion ?—I had beheld upon the throne an 
emperor. Warmth of expreflion operates in advice: the friends to 
the ‘ ImauiAs, from the ardot of thdlr loyalty to the houfe of'Ali, 
heightened their ftyle, and reprefented with all the eloquence of 
zeal (for which they have been ever praifed by good men) that the 
oppreffed might draw the fword againfi a worthlefs tyrant. But I 
only mean a warning to’the family of Timur j for the head of 
which, let his charadfccr be what it may, if I hefitate to facrifice* 
my life, may J he numbered. with traitors, and abhorred by my 
friends 1 * , 

When Jehaundar Sliaw, by the intrigues and fupport of the 
ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, had triumphed oyer, his three 
brothers, and afeended the throne of empire without the fear or 
dread of a competitor, all the cuftoms' of time were changed. He 
was in himfelf a weak man, effeminately careful of his perlbn, fond 
of eafe, indolent, and totally ignorant of the arts of government. 
He had alfo blemifhes and low vices unworthy of royalty," and un¬ 
known among his iUuftrious anceftors. Hp made the vafi; empire 
of Hindoftan an ofiering to the foolifh whims of a public courtezan, 
which tortured the minds of worthy ful^efls loyal to his family. 
The relations, friends and minions of the mU^efe, ufurped abfolute 

* The two chief Imaums were the foos of AU> by tho daughter of Madiummudf 

/ 

and were put to death by the csdij>h Maw^eeabi one by poi^n, and th? other in battle^ 
with all their children except one» from whom defcencM the other ten Imaums, and 
the race of Syeds, fo highly remedied among the Mahummedans* 
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authority in theftatej and high offices, great titles, and unreafon- 
able grantfi from the Im^rial domains, were fhowered proful'cly 
on beggarly miilicians. 'Two corores-of rupees annually were 
fettled for the houlhold expences of the miftrefs only, cxclufive of 
her cloaths and jewels. The emperor frequently rode with her in 
a chariot through the markets, where they purchafed, agreeable to 
whim, fometimes jewels, gold, filks, and fine Jinen j at others, 
greens, fruits, and the moft trifling articles. A woman named 
‘Zohera, keeper of a green-ftall, one of Lall Koor’s particular 
friends, was promoted to a high rank, with a fuitable jaghire,’ and 

‘ About two millions fterling. 

* The celebrated Nizam al Mulluk, who at this time lived a very retired life at 
Dhely^ was one day paffing in a pallekee, with only a few attendants, when, in :i 
narrow ftreet, he was met by Zohera, who was riding on an elephant, with a great 
train of fervarits* The nizam endeavoured to get out of the way j but, notwithftand- 
ing this, Zohera’s ferv^its w'erc infolent to his attendants, and, as flic palled by, flic 
exclaimed, ** Are you the fon of the blind man?” This enraged the nizam, who 
commanded his people to pull her from her elephant; which they did, with rudenefs. 

She complained to the mittrefs, who prevailed on the weak jehaundar to take notice • 
of it, and command Zoolfeccar Khan to punifli tlic nizam. The Jiizam had fufpcifted 
this to haQpep, and had informed the minifter of the affair. When Jebaiindar Shaw 
fjKike to him, he anfwered^ that, to punifh the nizam for having corrci^tcd an 
infolent upftart, would eiuage alVthe nobility, who would confider the honour of the 
order as hurt by any affront to the nizam. Jchauiidar, upon this^ did not enforce his 
commands. 

Upon jehaundar Shaw’s promoting one of his miftrefs’s relations, a mufician, to a 
high rank, 2^1feccar Khan, ameer al amra, out of fneer, demanded4>f the new-made 
lord, as a fee for putting his feal of office to the patent, one thoufand fniall tabors. 
The mufician complained* to Lall Koor, his patronefs, of the indignity offered him ; 
and file told the emperor, infifting that he Ihould reprimand the ameer al unira. Je¬ 
haundar Shaw accordingly aeproached the minifter, who iroi\ically replied, that, ns 
mufic was the beft ^recommendation with bis majefty for |>romotion, he had alked the 
labors to deliver out A perfons of family, that they might, by praiftifing upon thcjii, 
qualify themfclvcs for high offic^ andfucceed as well as their inferiors, the muficians. 
Jehaundar Shaw feh tixe force of the fatire, and, being afraid of his minifter, withdrew 
the patent* • 
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her relations exalted to the emperor’s favour, which they ufed to 
promote the interefts oi the courtiers, for large bribes : aor did the 
nobility decline their patronage, but forgetting their honour, and 
facrificing decency to the*prefent advantage, eagerly flocked to pay 
adoration to the royal idols, wHofe gates were more crowded with 
equipages in general than thofe of the Imperial palace, fo. that to 
pafs through the ftreet where they refided was a matter of difficulty, 
by reafon of the throng. -To do them juftice,. many of them had 
generous minds, and performed various good actions in the ufe. of 
their influence at court. The ridiculous jaunts of the emperor and 
his miftrefs at laft grew to fuch a pitch, that on a certain night, 
after fpending the day in debauchery, and ^filing different gardens 
near the city, in company with Zohera the herb-woman, they re¬ 
tired to the houfe of one of her acquaintance who fold fpirits,. with 
which they all became intoxicated. After rewarding the woman 
with a large furn, end the grant of a village, fhey returned in a 
drunken plight <o the palace, and all three fell afleep on the road. 
On their arrival, Lall Koor was taken out by her women j but the 
emperor remained fleeping in the chariot, and the driver', who had 
fhared in the jollity of his royal mafler, without exanjipjng the 
machme, carried it to the Jftables. The oflScers of the^palace, after 
waitmg till near morning for his arrival, on finding that the 
miftrefs had entered her apartments without the emperor, were 
alarmed for his fafety, and fent to her to enquire concciTring his 
fituation. She defined them immediately to examine the coach, 
whei'e they found the wretched prince faft ^fleep in the arms of 
Zohera, at the diftance of itearly two miles from the palace. This 
fcandalous event afforded matter of offence to all good fubjefts, 
but of mirth and laughter to the weak Jehaundar and his abandoned 
favourites. He after this ftiil more expoftd his vices to the public, 
often, as he paffed through the ftreets, feixing the wives and daugh¬ 
ters of the lower tfadefmen., Once a week, according to the vulgar 
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fuperftition, he bathed with Lall Koor, conrealcd only by a fmgle 
cloth, in the fountain of the ’ Lamp of DMely, in hopes that this 
ceremony would promote pregnancy. Hap||y was the day in which 
he was bathed in his own blood! The jnmrefs had the inlblence 
tQ abule the princefs * Zcbe al Nifla, daughter of the emperor 
Aulumgoer, and aunt to Jehaundar Shaw, with cxpreffions fo vile 
as were unbecoming the meanell perfon. This princefs had nc- 
glefled to pay compliments to her, which (he received from other 
ladies of rank, and Lall Koor, enraged at this, teized the emperor 
to reprove his aunt, and oblige her to (hew attention towards 'her; 
but all was vain. * However, he • fo far complied with her unrea- 
fonable entreaties, that He left off vifiting the princefs, and declined 
going to an entertainment (he had prepared for him, without in¬ 
viting Lall Koor. How (hall I relate all his follies ? The above- 
mentioned are fufficient to (hew the fad changes of affairs, public 
and private. ‘His other indecencies arc too uiwprthy of record to 
relate. ; 

The ameer al amra, Zoolfeccar Khan, (eater, nay even creator 
of emperors, with fuch an image of humanity in his hands, be¬ 
came ablbfute,* and fo proud, that ’ Pliaraoh and Shudad could not 
have obtained admi(fion*to liis thre(hoId. He (hidied to ruin 
tlie moft ancient families, inventing pretences to put them t« death, 
or difgracc them, that he might plunder their podeflTions. Unhappy 
was thd perfon he fufpe^Ied to.be rich, as wealth and vexatious 
accu(ations always accompani^ .each other. He eftabUfhed fuch 
exaftions and abufes as no prior age had beheld, and by which now 
h^ is alone remembered. He took enormous emoluments and re¬ 
venues for himlelf, while he difpoled of money to others with a 

* 

* A celebrated fakeet ib entitled. 

* AngUce, Ornament of the fex. 

^ Pharaoh, and a king- of Yemraum,. «c Arabij Felix. 
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hand fo fparing, that\ even his own creatures felt fevcre poverty 
with empty titles, for he never allowed jaghires to .any. The 
minds of high and lov^, rich and poor, near or diftant^ friends or 
ftrangers, were turnci^l againll: him, and wiflied his deftioiftiop. 
Hindoos and Muffulmans agreed in praying to Heaven for the f|ll 
of his power, night and day. Often does the midnight figh of the 
widow ruin the riches of an hundred years. 

Kokultafli Khan, fofter-brother to the emperor, aiid brought up 
.with him from his childhood, was honoured with the title of Khan 
Jehaun. His wife, daughter, an 4 whole family, alfo poflefled great 
influence with the emperor, and claimed from him performance of 
a promife he had made to them of the vizurut. At the fame time, 
they and their adherents combined to work the overthrow of the 
ameer al amra. With this view, all their relations and dependants 
were raifed to high rank j and a great number of the nobility, dif- 
trelied by the pricie and rapacity of Zoolfeccar Khan, joined their 
party. They mfinuated to the emperor, tliat the ameer al amra 
entertained deflgns too ambitious for a fubjeft, to attain which he 
would dare to fhed the blood of princes j that he had already deter¬ 
mined on a revolution, and either to feize the throne for himfelf. 
or, if he found that too dangerous, to ,beftow it on ‘ Ali Tibbar, 
or Another of the confined princes, more favourable to his will 
than his majefty. 

4 

• • - 

The weak JehAundar, unendowed with the Icaft judgment or cou¬ 
rage, was alarmed almoft to madnefs with the frightful pi£ture of 
his own fituatibn ; but he had not firmnefs.to oppofe the dreaded 
evils, nor fenfe to keep his fears fecret. The intrigues of Koknl- 
tafli Khan foon became evident to the whole court, and only ferved 
to awaken the vigilance of the ameer al amra, who took meafures 

• The only furviving Ton of Aa,in> Shsw, fon of the emperor Aurungsebe. 
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for his own fafety, by removing his enemies. / Ropftum DU Khan, 
Mukhlis Khan, and fome others, were putfto death, and a great 
number of the nobility laid under confinemeill^n various pretences. 

The family of the late ' khankhanan was riduced lb low as to want 
the common hecelTaries of life. In Ihort, the difpolition of the 
ameer al ^mra changed altogether from gentlenefs to the higheft 
pitch of tyranny, fo that he now punifhed with cruelty the perfons 
who had years before knowingly, or otherwife, given him the 
flighteft caufes of offence. I, who had differed with him in opr* 
nions during the life of Bedar Bukht, and frequently warned the 
late emperor againft his afpiring Views, had alfo been the friend 
and confidant of his mortal enemy the khankhanan, and of a diffe¬ 
rent party in the late ftruggle, had not a hope of efcaping from his 
hands, or thofe of Jehaundar Shaw, who had commanded me to 
be fearched for, and put to death. Thinking it in vain to attempt 
concealment in Lahore, I had written the follawing verles, and 
fent them- to him by my grandfon,. Mecr Einaiut ^olla, who was 
much in his favour. 

My^anceftors were attached to * Ali without views of gain. I 
“ am of the* family of Ali; thou art the ’Zoolfeccar of ♦•Hyder. 

“ Remember, I have .no chief but thee. I repent of my faults in 
“ fome degree, and am cewne alliamed to thy tribunal. Though I 
“ am meaner than words can exprefs, yet I am of the * family of 
“ which thou art head. Thou art now the guardian of our ho- 

‘‘ nour: look not at me, but upon our mutual anceftors.” 

• 

* The celebrated Monauim Khan. 

* The fon-m-law of Mobammud^ Here It means Azeem al'Shawrr, 

’ A two-bladed fwbrJ of All's. 

* A title given to All. * 

9 ACyed, or defeendant £rom> the prophet’s daughter Fatkna, by Ali. 
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At firft he did not ^rouble himfelf to open the papei*> upon which 
I fcnt a fccond time, when he perufed it with attention^ and ddired 
the meflenger to caUK me to him; but I did not comply with his 
invitation, to whicK I sfnfwej^d, that he had prevailed with pro- 
mifes of fafety on many to vifit him, and afterwards confined oi 
put them to death > that if fuch was his defign towards jnty there 
was no occafion to ufe art, as I would of my own accord put on 
my fhioud, and come prepared for the worft before him. To this 
he anfwered, by folemn oaths, that he meant no injury towards 
me '; fo that I was fatisfied, and weet to vifit him without dread, 
He received me in his private.aphrtment, to which I was admitted 
armed, as ufual, and he rofe from his mufiiud to falute me, be¬ 
having every way with much kindnefs, and more than I expected j 
after which he difmUTed me, with afiurances of proteftion. He 
the fame day alkcd the emperor’s pardon for me, which was imme¬ 
diately pafl^ } but his majefiy observed, that though he forgave, 
he would not‘on any account employ me in bis fervice. The 
ameer al amra too made me promife, that*! would not accept of 
any office in the ftate, otherwife than through His patronage. 1 
complied with his defirc without regret, as, independent of the 
obligations I owed to him, there was no temptation left to court 
employment in a ftate vvhich had in fa£f no head j for the miniftry 
was a colleftion of petty tyrants, and abufers of power. 

During the nine months in whidi Jehaundar Shaw, "like an 
embryo, lay in the womb of empire, I did not attempt to procure 
an office, but lived in perfedt retirement, except that I now and 
then unavoidably paid a vifit to the ameer al amra, who would fye- 
quently afk my 'advice in public affairs, which I gave him to the 

extent of my underftanding. 

* • 

In the height of this power and authority, (while the claim of 
J sm, and no one elfe^ was gaining ftrength,) all at once a report was 
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heard that the prince Ferokhfere, fon to tHe martyred Azeem 
Oolhawn, had marched from Bengal toward/Bahar, intending to 
revenge his father’s death, and feize the throK. Jehaundar Shaw 
and the ameer al amra, though they feigned^^^RK^ifbelieve the intel¬ 
ligence, and defpife the attempt, yet in their hearts were ftruck 
with dread* Great numbers of the Imperial fei-vants wilhed fccretly 
for the fudcefs of the rebellion. While the ameer al amra was for¬ 
tunate, he faw affairs in a proper light: while at Lahore, he had 
repeatedly advifed Jehaun<^ Shaw not to remain more that) a week 
in Dhely, but to proceed to Agra, and, if neceffary, to the eaftem** 
provinces, as the dread of his ^ower Would not be imprefled fully 
in the brcafts of his fubje<Sts, while Ferokhfere refuied to pay alle¬ 
giance. Jehaundar Shaw, on his arrival at Dhely, fafcinatcd by 
the various luxuries it afforded, forgot the adnce of his miniftcr, 
and chofc to remun, indulging himfelf in low pleafures, moving 
only from palace to \>alace, and garden to garden. Kokultalh Khan 
and his party perfuaded him that the ameer al afhra had excited 
this rebellion, and engaged privately with Ferokhfere, to whom he 
would deliver his piajefty a prifbner, Ihould he prevail on him to 
march from the capital. Thefe ideas ferved to increafe the fears of 
the weak Jehayundar Shaw. He would often exclaim, “ I did not 
“ kill Azeem Oofliawn ; it was the ameer al amra, who muflrnow 
“ go and anfwer the claims of his fon, for fatisfa£tion> WKat 

have I to do with the bufinefs ? ” The other plans of an em¬ 
peror, who was thus overcome by fear, may eafily be guefled, and 
need no explanation. The ameer al amra, offended at the diftruils 
of his mafter, did not attend as he ought to bufinefs, but employed 
his time alfo in pleafure, and forwarding his own immediate in- 
tereft. 

» 

Syed Abdoolla Khan Bareah, and his brother Houflein Ali Khan, 
had gained great honour by their behaviour in the fervice of Azim 

’ Shaw, . 
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Shaw, after whole fleath they had attached themfelves to Azeem 
©oftiawn, by whonV they were hoiioaicd, the former with the 
government of Allah^jad, and the latter of the province of Bahar. 
During the late co;>l4jts for the empire, they ha*d, for their own 
fafety and that of tlie country, expended, without orders, conii- ■ 
derable fums of the Imperial revenues in the maintenance of extra¬ 
ordinary troops, which had offended Jehaundar Shaw.' On his 
accellion to the throne, he appointed Rcyee Khan Maneckporee to 
the government of Allahabad, who fei*(|one of his relations, with 
*a confiderable force, to take pofleffion; but he was oppofed, de¬ 
feated, and driven back,by Abdoolla'Khan. F.erokhfere’s rebellion 

i ' 

juft then arifing, the ameer al amra thought it advifable to difpatch 
an Imperial firmaun, approving Abdoolla Khan’s conduft, and 
confirming him in his government, difclaiming alfo any aflent to 
the attempts to remove him. Abdoolla Khan pretended gratitude 
and obedience for .the royal favours, in order to avoid farther 
trouble from thfe court, but which he had refolved to ferve no 
longer than he*found neceflary. When Ferokhfere arrived in Bahar, 
he was immediately joined by Syed Hou'ffein Ali Khan, who was 
faithfully attached to him, as the Ion of his patron Azeem Oofhawn. 
The court of Dhely weakly imagined, that AbdoollaJKJmn would 
ftop the progrefs of the prince at Allahabad. Firmauns of encou¬ 
ragement, and great promifes, were difpatched .to purchafe his 
loyalty, inftcad of armies to fecure it. While the rebellion was 
daily gathering force, the emperor’s niinifters, divided againft .each 
other, were undetermined how to a£t. Kokultafh Khan refufed to 
take the. command of an army, if the ameer al amra remained al 
Dhely, pretending that the emperor was not fafe in his hands j and 
the latter did not' think it proper to quit the court, where, in' his 
abfence, fuch a dangerous rival muft poffefg the whole power, 
Jehaundar Shaw did not dare to think, much lefs to fix, whom h« 
fhoukl entruft with the command of the army j for fo great wa: 

hii 
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Ins fear, that one day, when the daughtejf of Kokultafli Khan, 
prefuming on her fapiiliarity, infifted that her fatiier fhoulJ he 
declared vizier,«and the ameer al amra bji^ent from Dhcly, hs 
replied with teiTor, " Hold your peace, cx ' tic will put us all to 
“ death in an inftant.” 

A 

O 

At laft it was refolvcd that * Aiz ad Dien, eldeft: fon of Jehauncl.ir 
Shaw, fhould march at the head of an army againft the rebels, 
under the tutelage of Khaja Houflein, Khan Downan, fon-in-liw 
to Kokultafli Khan, a weak man, who never, unlefs in dreams, 
had feen a Ihot fired. The troops who marched with him did not 
amount to fix thoufanS, though there were among the officers 
many ameers of the higheft rank. On his arrival at Agra, he was 
joined by lauts, Rajapootes, and great numbers of other rabble; 
alfo many Foiedaurs, who covered ground, but were no better 
than droves of cattle to devour provifions ; however, he had with 
him a fine train of artillery. From Agra, Aiz ad Dien marclied 
without delay to ’ Etawa, and from thence to ^ Cudjwa, where 
Ferokhfere had'arrived with the two Syeds, and near feventy thou- 
fand ho^fe andl foot, moflly adventurers, who lerved from the hope 
of benefiting themfelves by a revolution. 

r 

/ 

The two camps being thus near, on-the 29th of Showal, early 
in the njoming, Sye^ Abdoolla Khan and others advanced to re¬ 
connoitre the enemy’s polition. This br9ught on a fkirmilh, and 
afterwards a cannonade on both fidcs, w^ich continued till night, 
without much execution; but Khan Dowfe^^ a perfedl flranger to 

^ ■'1 . 

k 

i 

* Meaning the amecf al amra. ^ 

* Elder brother of die late, and uncle to the preicnt emperor. 

* A large town on the Jumna, thirty cofs to-the eaftward of Agra. 

* A confiderablc town in the diftrif^ of Kora, where Aurungzebe and Sultan Shujah 
formerly engaged, 
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war, was much alarmA^ at the dangers of his new profeflion. He 
thought he fhould do tV.e ftate moft fervicc by faving the prince 
from (as he conceivec^^ncvitable deftrudion. Accordingly, un¬ 
known to his officers, a^ut midnight he fled with him in a wo¬ 
man’s covered pallekee, flopping not till he arrived at Agra, from 
whence he difpatclicd to court accounts of his gallant fervjce, and 
zealous care of tlic heir-apparent. The officers of his army, in 
the morning, finding their chief had fled, laid afide all thoughts of 
rcf'iflance, and each provided for his own fafety. Mofl went over 
to the fervicc of Ferokhfere, and the ijemaindcr returned precipi¬ 
tately towards Agra. Syed Abdoolla Khan would not allow them 
to be purfued, and, what has often perplexed my underflanding to 
account for, advifed Ferokhfere to halt fome time in the camp of 
the fugitives, inflead of following his fuccefs with rapidity. The 
news of the defeat reaching Dhely, threw the court into fuch con- 
fufion, that no other plan was at firfl refolved on, than to wait the 
enemy’s approach in the vicinity of the city, and hazard all in one 
engagement, as it was expelled time wor/ld not allow of more 
diflant operations. Accordingly, Rajee Khan was oldered with the 
Imperial artillery to ’ Feridabad, where ground was chofei^for the 
general camp, and preparations made for the emperorVtoarch. 

i 

As foon as it became known that Ferokhfere had not advanced 
beyond the field of battle, Jehaundar Shaw altered his refolution 
of remaining at Dhely, pid began his march towards Agra. On 
his arrival there, the ai||icer al amra opened,the royal treafures, 
whicit had been for api^-’iakl up, difpofing of money, jewels, plate, 
and valuable efiedt^to jilie amount of two corores of rupees, amoirg 
the troops, who now wV:re feventy thoufand horfe^ and foot without 
number. Mofl of them too were veteran foldicrs, but little aftedled 


’ About three cofs from the city. 
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to the royal caufe, as they had experiencei (lights in the days of 
peace, anfl knew this profufe bounty tM proceed only from the 
iicccffity of thfe times. The Imperial an^.^cncamped at firft near 
the gardens of Dehera j but, upon intelligence arriving that 
Fcrokhferc had advanced to Ealimadpore, near the river, intending' 
to croA, it was thought advifable to move along the oppo(U-6 bank 
to prevent him. Both armies remained a week thus, in fight of 
each other j and people of judgment decided, in their own minds, 
that vi6loi y would be to that prince who (hould firft crofs StuI 
attack his rival. , • 


On tlie niglit of the 13th of Zeekaud, intelligence was received A.ff. 
that thp Syeds had, by a countermarch of twenty hiilcs, gained the 
ford of Gaow Ghaut, and eroded the river with their advanced 
corps and all the artilleiyi alfo that Ferokhfere, with his whole 
army, intended to follow the next day. I was prefent when this 
news was brought to the ameer al amra, who, cM hearing it, was 
vifibly affccled and al^med, as were all the nobility then prclent in ^ 
his ti*ain. Orders of march were idued for the next moiniug, to 
meet tk£"enemy, whole camp was, by tlie late manccuvre, rciiicved 
ten cofs dillant. Jehaundar Shaw moved accordingly, but halted 
before he had. fight of the enemy, encamping on the broken g* ound 
and hollow ways on the banks of the Jumna. This difpirited the 
troopv who judged that their generals ha^hofen a ftrong pofition, 
more from fear of a fudden attack, than^roper caution and judg¬ 
ment of the ground. The next mornirag however, the Inipciial 
army continued the march to Secundra, 'arX the day after to Gaow 
fehaut, where the enemy’s troops were ftilrp’oiling, and I'erokhlcre 
had not as yet come to this fide. The /ameer al amr.i, with a 
number of nobility, advanced in front to reconnoitre tlie pofition of 
the enemy, as did alfo the emperor, when he arrived with the main 
army. The Syeds, notwithfiranding. their inferior force, drew up 
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to receive them, but th^ameer al amra chofe to defer taking advan¬ 
tage of his prefent lituaiion, as it was now late in the aftenioon, 

' and the fall of night, an aftion, would create much confu- 

fion and diforder. With this idea, he chofe to encamp on the banks 

a, rivulet which ran between him and the enemy. 

Early in the morning of the next day, which began with heavy 
clouds and rain, I went to vifit the ameer al amra; who was juft 
came from the emperor’s tents, and preparing to take feme refrefli- 
ment j upon which, I alked my difmlffion, and. returned to my 
own tents, intending to fleep. By this time the clouds had dif- 
perfed, and the fun Ihone very bright. A little after mid-day, I 
was alarmed by the drums beating to arms, and a confufed noife, 
wlien running to my door, I faw the ameer al amra mounting his 
clcpliant with great hafte, and undreffed j upon which I got ready 
my attendants, about forty perfons, and followed him with all 
poflible Ipeed. Upon my arrival, lie was ftanding upon elevated 
ground, looking round him. I alked what'had caufed the alarm, 
when he replied, that the enemy were drawing out their line, feem- 
ingly with intentions to cannonade. Our troops now haft/nied to 
form, the ameer al amra in front, and upon his right Kokultalh 
Khan. In the center ftood the emperor, Jehaundar Shaw, attended 
by Rajee Khan, with the royal artillery. To the left were the 
troops of Mortuzza Kh(m Bukftii, and many other amras,^ The 
enemy’s army advanced ll^owly till within reach of cannon-lhot, 
when they played uponjy^ with their artillery. and rockets, which 
were anfwered with Rajee Khan. Every one knows 

that, after an engagei^l^t is once begun, it is impoliible for n 
/ingle perfen to fee morl of the operations than, thofe on the im¬ 
mediate Ipot of his own poll; how then can I fay, I diftin6tly 
viewed every change of two lines covering ground of miles in ex¬ 
tent ? An author once read to Aurungzebe a long account of one 
■ 3 oi 
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of his battles with Dara Shekkoh. The emperor obferved at the 
concIufion,*that he muft certainly have bem upon a high moun¬ 
tain during the engagement, which he hadjj!^$p fo minutely, as he 
liimfelf, though commanding the line, and mounted on an elephant, 
did not perceive one-third of the particulars he had defcribed. ^ Iri 
[hort, I lliall only relate what I faw. After a cannonade of fomc 
rime, I faw two bodies from the enemy’s line charge our’s, one 
vith a red, and the other with a green llandard. The former was 
:he corps of Raja Jubbeeleh Ram, and the latter of Syed Houfleiri 
^li Khan. Obferving that 6ur right flank was much expofed, I 
cmarked it to the amepr al amra, who immediately difpatched 
orders for Abdul Summud Khan to move with the miftrefs’s troops 
o that quarter. The firfl: body of the enemy charged direiftly on 
[Cokultafli Khan, and the other pufliing through the line of our 
n tillery, which was deferted as it approached, attacked tlie center, 
n which was Jehaundar Sliaw. Our troops fell back upon tiie 
ramp, and great confl^on took place, as the men,’ elephants and 
lorfes, became entangled among the ropes of tents, carriages and 

Numbers fled, but the ameer al amra remained firm, 
md the c<vomy was kept long at a ftand by his gallantry and fteadi- 
lel's ; but he was ill-fupgorted, though Syed Houflein Ali Khan 
ell wounded in.the field, and Jubbeeleh Ram was not more ibc* 
refsful in his charge on Kokultafli Khan. It was now about five 
>’ciock, .avhen affairs were thus doubtful i but juft then Syed 
\bdoolIa Khan, with a great body, chargetf Jehaundar Shaw, who 

diftance in the rear 
Jo be attacked, but 
jrc^e their line, and fled in confufion on ari'fides, w'hile the w^o- 
nen’s elephants, thofe of the Jewel office and treafury, ran here 
lud there, carrying difbrder along wi,th them. Jehaundar SJiaw 
laftily joined the corps of Kokultafh Khan, and was purliied by 
l,c enemy, who thus forced him bctweeit two fires, Ferokhferc 


toed with his troops; already alarmed, for^ 
)f the ameer al amra. They fcarce waitei’^ 


having 


having now come to tie affiftanceof Jubbedeh Ram, who had re¬ 
newed the attack in «ont. Kokultaih Khan was killed after a 
fhort ftruggle, his dif}t€rfed, and Jehaundar Shaw difap- 

peared from his elephant.' This made the rout general, and only 
'ti»e. ameer al amra kept his ground. When he could hear no tidings 
of tlhe emperor, and it became daj k, he retired flowly ^to Shaw 
Gunge, near the city, where he rcmaincii till midnight, difpatching 
meflengers on ail fidcs in fearch of his fovereign, with the hopes, 
,1/ he could be found, of rallying the troops, and making one more 
effort the next day; but all in'vain. ‘JehaundatiShaw could not be 
found; upon which he thought proper; to provide for his own 
fafety, and marched away towaixls Dhely. Thus, in the Ipace of 
a few hours, was this government deftroyed, and another poflefled 
of abfolute authority. The robe of empire graced the auguft per- 

fon of FercMifere, who founded the joyful march of triumph. 

1 

« 

Though I was not in the fervice of any^ojre, and Irad no enmity 
to either party, yet I rernained in the field till the ameer al amra had 
retired, when thinking it beft to provide for my own fafety, I 
entered the city with about a hundred perfons who fougJjH* my jn o- 
te6lion, and retired to one of my owp gardens, where I enjoyed 
perfedt repofe from my fatigues. In the morning, J wrote to Syed 
Abdoolla Khan, with whom I was formerly on terms of fr’iendfhip, 
exprcfling tny delirc oft leave to vifit him, and be introduesd to the 
new emperor. He rei>led to my letter with much kindnefs, and I 
paid my compliments .4p him as he paffed by my dwelling the fol¬ 
lowing day, when l^^arried me with him to his own houfe. The 
emperor Ferokhfere ^tered the city the next morning, to pra/ in 
public at the tomb or Akber, on his return fr'om whence I was 
allowed to pay him my reipetSls. Syed Abdoolla Khan marched 
towards Dhely the day after, and chofe to take me with him, 
which I did not think proper to decline. As yet, it was not cer- 
^ tainl) 
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tainly known to what quarter Jehaundar Shj|w and the amegr al 
amra liad floil. Aflbd ad Dowlah, father tofAhe latter, was in the 
command of Dhely, and had in his powef Ifhe confined princes. 
It was apprehended that the ameer al amra would retreat to Dekkan 
with his mafter, but he not finding that prince, thought proper ps ■ 
go to Dl\ely. Jehaundar Shaw, who had (haved his beard/and 
whilkers to prevent being known, arrived a fiiort time before the 
ameer al amra, at the palace of Afllid ad Dowlah. This was foon . 
known throughout the city; ujion which the friends to the family^ 
of Azeem Oofliawn furroundedi the hpufe, and demanded the deli¬ 
very of the royal fugitive into theif charge. Affud ad Dowlah was 
obliged to confine him, to' fupprefs their clamours. Making a virtue 
of neceifity, he wrote a petition to Fefokhferc, implying, that he 
had imprilbned Jehaundar in his own houfe, and waited the Imperial 
orders concerning his difpofal. In return, firmauns were difpatchcd 
applauding his conduct, forgiving all paft ofFences*, and continuing 
him in the vizarut, with Syed Abdoollali Khan as his deputy, to 
whofe care Jehaundar Sfibw was for the prefent to be entrufted. 
All thefe graciotis afluranccs fatisfied Aflud ad Dowlah, and had 
fuch an effeft op tlie ameer al amra, his fon, that he thought it 
heft to rernaiii at Dhely, and w'ait the emperor’s mercy, which he 
hoped would fpare his forfeited life and fortune. , 


When Ferokhfere arrived near Dlicly, he :^ommanded Aflud ad 
Dowlah and his fon to be biought into his.'^refence* They were 
both received with the honours due to their A^gli rank; after whicli, 
the former was allowed to return in fafety ,\his own houfe, but 
thc^latter was led to a private tent, and, aftc . i-i^Tew queftions had 
been afked him, he was ftranglcd, as a punifl|nnent for his crimes, 
and an example to others. His body was afterwards tied with tlie 
head downwards on an elephant, together with that of Jehaundar 
Shaw, who had been put to death in prifon, and expofed in the 
/ 7 . new 
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ncsv- jcmperor’s train, When he made his triumphant entity to the 
palace; after which, b»th bodies were thrown into theftreet, before 
the great mofque, andjremained fome days a fpeftacle to the mob. 
The eftates of the fatMr and fon were confifeated, and their fa- 
l^|y> which had filled for above two hundred years the higheft 
ofii^of the ftate, was thus in an inftant levelled with fthe duft, 
and, like that of ‘ Bermekee, totally ruined. Some other traitors 
were alfo punifhed with death, which imprefled the fubjedl with 
^rtlpedt for government, and proved that however, for a time, 
trfeafons might be attended with fuccefs, at length the profperity of 
the houfe of Timur would be prevalent over all oppofition. 

Such is the firft beaming of the heaven-given fortune of his 
majefty, which, by divine blefling, is afeending to the zenith of 
gloiy and renown. Pr^fe be to God, by whofc favour the con- 
clufion of my book is aufpicious ! and mercy upon the chofen of 
mankind, Mahummud, his defendants, his friends and followers, 
for evermore! Amen. (' 

‘ ’ Known in Europe by the name of Barmecides, as mentioned in the life of Haroor 
al Ralheed, in the Hiftory of the Caliphs. 
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PREFACE. 


In the compilation the Allowing part of my work, I have 
ufed chiefly the authority of Perfian manuferipts, a lift of which 

is at the end of the volume j and from ‘much converfation 

' ' 

with many principal and well informed natives on the fobjedt 

of their hiftoiy, I can aflert the received jiuthenticity of the 

% 

fa^ts relatpd. 


For the account of the fltuation of the prelent emperor, 
Shaw * Aulum, - from lyyjt. to 1779* I owe the chief materials 
to my friend Lieutenant Colonel Pourr, whofe long refidence 

• j 

and' conneflions at the court of Dhely enabled him to obtain 
the beft information of public and private tranfadlions. 


The Pcrfic Jonrnal of the cruel proceedings of the unprin¬ 
cipled and inhuman Rhohilla chief, Gholaum Kaudir, was written 
by an eye witnels on tlie Icenc of their perpetration, and tranf- 
mitted me by my brother Captain Richard Scott- In this, 

and luch other materials that would bear it, literality as much as 
• • 

VoLm II. S • poilible 
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poffible has been observed; but I will not pret’nd that the 
following pages are whoUy tranilations* fome anecdotes having 
been inferted from oral information, allb a few obfervations on 
characters and circumftances, of my own, Thefe it is nebdlefs 
to point out, as the variation of idiom will dillinguiftY them, 
from the parts tranflated. 



FEROKHSERE. 


When the new emperor Ferokhfere had repofed iilfew days 
from his &tigues, and order was reftored in the city of Agra, he 
began his march towards Dhely, and fliortly after arrived at Khiz- 
zerabad, about four miles diftant ftom that capital. The next 
morning ‘Afoph ad Dowlah and his fon the ameer al amra came to 
pay their relj>edts, and were honoured with drepTes and other marks 
of the royal favour j after which the former was difmifled to his 
own tents, but the latter commanded to wait. He accordingly re¬ 
mained in the divan with Khaujeh Aflim. In a little time a din¬ 
ner was brought in from the royal table for the ameer al amra, 
who"at frrft fefrjfed to eat, fufpedting poifon i but on the khaujeh’s 
ofrering to partake, his frars fubfrded, and hd agreed to dine. The 
khaujeh now. obferving, that it was contrary to the rules of court to 
eat in the * divan, propofed moving to a * fquare of Ikreens in the area 

. S 2- before 


A. H. 1125. 
A>D. 1713. 


• In the Memoirs of Eradut Khan Ailed AAud ad Dowlah, alfo one of his 

Wes. 

Hall of audience. 

« Called in India kanauts. They' are made of cotton cloth, ibmetimes dow¬ 
ered, but generally in Aripes of red and white or blue and wbite^* about feven feet 
ligh, and Arengthened with the bamboo can^ fewed in at Ave or fix feet dif- 
:ance, which prevent their' bellying with tlie* wind. The tents of the great 
nen are always furrounded with them, and ntake a beautiful appearance. The 
oyal tents are encircled with fkreens nine or ten feet high, which are always 
plain red, and called ferra perda. 
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before it, which they did; but tibe ameer al amra had no fooner 

entered than the opening was fluit upon him, and I^aujeh Aflim 

remained without. At th[p fame inflant two hundred armed men 

ruflied into the court and furrounded the fquare. 

# 

Half an hour had not elapfed, when Abdoollah Khan, filperin- 
tendant of the khowaufi, or domellic fervants, came out from the 
emperor’s apartment, and entering the ikreenl|rlpoke as follows 
tp' the, ameer al amra. 

** His majefty commands you to inform him why you * con- 
** fined Kaum Bukhfh in Dekkan, and illufed his friends, contrary 
“ to loyalty and relpeft to the emperor?” The ameer al amra 
unhefitatingly anfwered, 

** I confined the prince by the orders of Aulumgeer, his Ibvereign 
** and mine. Hud he commanded me to imprifbn my own frther, 

** I Ihould have readily complied.” AbdoolWi Khan then with-' 
drew, but infrantly returning from the emperor, f^id, 

** You were the general and chief minifter of "Azim-Shaw, 

“ was it adUng loyally to defert him in ,the field, and feck your 
“ own fafety by flight ?” He anfwered, 

“ While he was alive I kept the field, but when he was flain, 

** I dared not to oppofe a prince of the blood without a rival of, 

equal dignity at the head of our army.” Upon this, Abdoollah 

Khan 

4 

4 

‘ The prince Kaum Bukhfli was coniined at the liege of JinjeCi a llrong 
fortrefs on the ^coaft of Coromandel, being ftrongly fufpi£ted of a defign of 
joining the enemy and rebelling jagamft his father Aulumgeer, as related in his 
jcign. 

^ Memoirs of Eiadut Khan for this tranlat^ion. The ameer al amra 

vas the principal general of Azifti Shaw wlien defeated by his brother Shaw 
Aulum. 



Khan returned, but coming back foon, Bud, ** What were the cir- 
** cumHhnces of your conduft to the martyred prince, his majefty’s 
** father, A&eem Ooflaawn?” 

The ameer al amra anfwered, ** He behaved inattentively to 
** mp, and I ihen attached myfelf to his brother; but in. this did 
** no more than other nobles, who each embraced the caufe of the 
prince he befl^ved, and from whom he received the greateft 
** frvours.” . 

• 

AbdoollahTChan then faid, Why was his majefty’s Gloved 
«♦ -brother inhumanly maurdered in cool blood, many days after the 
** battle, when other princes were allowed to live f” The ameer 
al amra convinced, by this queftion, that no fubmiftlons or en¬ 
treaties could ipare his life, angrily exclaimed, ** If I am to die, 
** kill me* inftantly, nor vex me longer with vain interrogations.” 

Upon this, Lacheen Beg and other * chelas rufliing upon him, 
threw him on the ground; and having ftrangled him with a bow-, 
firing, ftamped upon his breaft, and ftabbed him with daggers in 
feveral .parts of the body. When quite cold* the corpfe was drawji 
out with ropes, and caft: without the court of the divan, as a 
fpe«rcacle to the populate. His effetls and eftates, with thofc of his 
father, were confifeated to the royal ufe. 

The day fucceeding this tragedy Ferokhfere marched from 
Khizzerabad, and made his public entry into Dhely with imperial 

* fplendour. 

» Every prince of Hindooftan has a band of attendants diftinguiflied by this 
appellation. They^are fuppofed to be always ready to devote their lives, and 
are too often” employed in adaflinations. Tippoo Salieb has a battalion of them, 
among whom he has enrolled many of our unfortunate countrymen, whom he 
forcibly circumcifed. They are generally captives taken in infancy, or piirchafed 
Haves educated under the eye of the priqce. The jeoghlahs in the court of 
Conflantinoplc are of a fimilar defcdptioii. 
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fplendour. The* heads of ^e late emperor his uncle, Jehaundar 
Shaw, and the ameer al amra, were carried on poles in th*e Caval¬ 
cade ; their bodies hanging feet upwards acrofs an 'ele^diant, as 
marks of his triumph. The aged miniiler Afoph ad Dowlah was 
alfo compelled to attend the proceffion, (habbily dreffed, in a palan¬ 
quin, and accompanied by the ladies of his &mily, as fpeftators of 
their own diigrace. They were afterwards confined in the palace 
of Khan Jehaun. Raja Soobeh Chund, dcwan to the late ameer al 

p 

am^s had his tongue cut out, aqd his property feized. “ Be not 
lelf-fecure from the retribution of your adliontH^* for every feed 
** Ibwn produceth its kind." Majiy nobles and depfindants of the 
late emperor were put to death by the bow-ftfing and other punilh- 
ments. Aiz ad Dien, fon of Jehaundar Shaw, Ali Tibbar, the fbn 
of Azim Shaw, and Hoomaioon Bukht, younger brother to Ferokh- 
fere, were deprived of fight by a red hot iron drawn over their 
eyes. Owing to the unjuft fiaughter 4 nd punUhments inflidlcd on 
numbers innocent ^of crimes, perfbns of all ranks wef^ feized with 
horror. The dread of death was fo great, that many nobles pre- 
«.vious to going to court ufed to take leave of their Emilies, and on 
their return home offer prayers and alms, as in thahkfgiving for 

efcape from imminent danger. * ... 

• • 

Ferokhfeic had not long enjoyed the^ throne, when a jealoufy 
arofe between him and the vizier • Koottub al Moolk, which at laft 
extended to open contention, and finally occafioned the downfell 
of the empire and ruin of Hindoofbin. The vizier, after the ViClory 
of Agra, had been difpatched to fettle affairs at Dhely, where, 
without confulting Ferokhfere, he had difpofed* of two principal 
offices to his friends; but the emperor on his arrival wifhed to con¬ 
fer them on other perfbns. Koottub al Moolk upon' this, obferved, 
that if, in the very commencement of his office. Bis advice fhould 

. • ■ not 

» 

* Syed Abdoollah Khan, appointed vizier with the above tid^ on Ferokhlere's 
acceflion. It tignihes, The axis of the ilafc. 
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■ not be followed, it would deftroy his credit as vizier ; while Meer 

Jumkh,iFerokhrere's private favourite, remarked to him, that how far 

fbever princes might truft fcrvants with power, yet they ought to 

keep due deference, and not appoint to important flations without 

orders from the prelcnce. In Ihort, though this difpute ended in 

the vizier’s giving up one of the offices to the emperor’s choice, 

yet ft left mutual hatred in their minds. But the chief caufe of 

confuhon in affairs, and the confequent difrepute of the vizier, his 

brother the ‘ameer al amra, and all the lyeds of Bareh, was ahis: 

Ferokhfere had jgpne of the qualities of. empire, penetration or con- 

du<ft. He wa» of low mind ardT manners,' and poffeffed only an 

ill-placed liberality, hpftowing extravagant favours on men without 

defert and of low rank. Yet generofity is fuch a quahty, that, 

however profufe, it has its admirers. Perfons eager of gain will 

praife it, and it leaves a good nam e to the pofteilbr in this frail world. 

Ferokhfere was therefore beloved by the common people; but, in 

fad, he had tK>t the leaft ability for fovereign command, or even 

the loweft office in a ftate. 

* • 

• • 

Meer Jumlah, envious and afpiring, but vqid of capacity, 
fought fupenority over all the nobility ; and having fcattered to the 
winds’ the honour and fortunes of Afoph ad Dowlah and his fon, 
accumulated during a •century and half, was meditaimg the de- 
ftrudion of die fyeds. He could not foe them the patrons of the 
people and guiders of adminiftration. Koottub al Moolk alfo, being 
much addided to women and luxury, fought for leifurc, and had 
entrufted the reins of his authority to his dewan Ruttun Chund, 
who had been 'purveyor to his family; a man, rigid in his idola¬ 
trous faith, but incapable of direding the aftairs of the vizarut, 
•the hi^eft office in the empire. From theie caufes, contentions 
daily encreahngi* eventually ruined the imperial authority of the 

family 

* Syed Houilein Alee Kbsui, honoured by, this title on FerokhTere’s iuccefs 
near Agra. 
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family of Timur, which had been eAablhhed four hundred years, 
and the fyeds of Baireh were abufed as traitffs to future time. A 
world was deftroyed by thefe enmities, and the empire of Hindoo- 
ftan irrecoverably difordered. 

m 

The , emperor and Meer Jumlah, with their partizans, had 
formed a plan for the feparation of the brothers, which was, to 
difpatch one for the punishment of * Maharaja Ajeet Sing Rhatoree, 
who. Since the death of Aulumgeer, had been guilty of rebellion, 
by deSiroying the mofques and eredling idol tem|||^s in his zemin- 
dary, and, as yet, with impunity, owing to the <wars of Shaw 
Aulum with his brothers,' the infurreftionsoof the liks, and the 
fucceeding broUs of the imperial family, from the death of Shaw 
Aulum till the p.refent time. The ameer al amra, HouSTein Alee 
Khan, accordingly marched with a considerable army j and Ajeet 
Sing, feized with dread at his approach, having evaruated the low 
lands, took rehige innhe faftnelles of the mountains, #ith his &mily 
and effedls. NotwithSlanding the hints he received from court to 
^pofe the ameer al amra, he fent ambaSTadors to beg quarter and 
lorgivcnefs of his offences. As at this period the ia^ion at court 
having raiSed the flames of difagreement between the emperor and 
the vizier, were conipiring to impriSbn him, he wrote related 
letters,, to his brother, conjuring him to haflen to Dhcly. The 
ameer al amra. therefore,* being fearful of delay, received the fub- 
miSTions of Ajeet Sing, obliged. him to pay a large ‘ peShcuSh, to 
give a daughter in marriage to Ferokhfere, and fend his fon tl) court. 
After concluding this treaty, he returned to the capital, 

* Koottub 

• ♦ 

• The rajas of Rhatore, called alfo Marwar, were of the firft £onfequence in. 
Hindoofian; but of late their power has much dccreaied) and a great part of 
their territory been wrefted. from them,by the Mhafattas," 

^ An offering of mon^, made on talcing poffeilion of an office or lands 

from government, alfo as an acknowledgment of fubauffion on receiving pardon 
for ftatc offences. 
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Koottub 2 l1 Moolk b6bg yitier, IHd bis broker ameer al amra, 
it was di&icult to cxedflfe any aft of goyefhment, firch as the con¬ 
ference <jf honours, lands, or appointment to dffiCes, Without their 
approbation, and they wifhed nothing to be dbne contraiy to their 
pleafure. At the lame time, Meer Jumlah, the confidential miniller 
of the emperor, who had publicly fignified that his prbmife and 
lignature were the fame as his own, received applications and 
granted petitions, in order to obtain popularity; but Ruttun Chund, 
dewan to the vizier, difpleafed at his interference, refufed dbp- 
dience to the roj^H orders through the j^vdhrite; nor indeed would 
he forward any perfon’s bufinefe Without a prefent for himlelf and 
his patron. For thefeteafons he was not only hated by Fetokhfere 
and Meer Jumlah, but by the people; yet, emboldened by the 
fiipport of his mailer, he behaved with great klblence. The bro¬ 
thers were enraged at Meer Jumlah, i^ho on his part reprefented 
their condiift as dilloyal, to the enaperor, who was lb much alarm¬ 
ed, that he wnhed to fecure their perfons by llrqtagena> and often 
tried to effeft it, but in vain. His plans were betrayed to the 
minlllers, and, only added enmity to enmity and injury to injury^ 
It is faid, that the mother of Ferokhlefe acquainted Aem with the 
defigns.of her fon, as (he was guarantee to the treaty between 
them, when the brothers had iirft embraced his caule againft 
Jehaundar Shaw. 

The, ameer al amra, on his return to Dhely, requefted the 
government of tlekkan, intending to leave DaOod Rhah Punnee as 
his deputy in that Country, to receive ftom him a certain yearly fum, 
and to remain himlelf at court; but the emperor and Meer Jumlah 
.wilhed him to depart. This he declined, fearful of leaving his 
brother alone among enemies. The difpute on this point grew fo 
high, that the brothers left olF attending the court, levied troops, 
and fortified themielves in their palaces; while Ferokhfere held 
councils againft them with Meer Jumlah, Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
VoT, Ih T* 
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(• 

and Khan Dowraun; but from his irrefolution and covtradlice, his 
plans were changed day after day, and rlthing was ddtennined. 
Owing to the rumours of thefe diHentions, bufinefs \vas at a ftand 

in the capital, fo that the necelTaries of life became very dear. 

• * 

When much time had pafled in this manner, and mediators 
interfered, the emperor’s mother went to the houfe of Koottub al 
Moolk, and iatisfied his mind, by agreeing that his troops ihould 
garrifon the citadel, while he and the ameer al amra vifited her fon. 
Accofdingly, the brothers came .to court, aiked pardon for their 
offences, and complained of the emperor’s fufpiclbns of their at¬ 
tachment from the infinuations of intriguing perfons. Taking oft 
their fwords, they laid them at his feet. Ikying, ** If we are 
**. guilty, here are our heads, and there the inftruments of punifh- 
** thent; but if, from regard to our Cervices, our deaths fhould 
•*« be uneafy to the royal mind^ difplace and difmifs us from the 
** prefence, that wt may gather purity in a pilgrimage to Mecca 
** and the holy tombs of our illuftrious * anceftors. If it is the royal 
. will to ufe our fervieps, and keep us in. the prefence, to liften 
»* to the calumny of the fedtious,' and injure and’dii^ace us, is 
** contrary to the pradtice of juft Ibvereigns and the rules of pru- 
** dencc.” At length affairs were thus ^jufted, that Mcfir Jum- 
lah, bein^promoted to' the foubadary of Bahar, fhould be banifhed 
the prefence, and the ameer al amra march to Dekkan. 

Meer Jumkh waCs diftniffed to his government in- a few days 
after the reconciliation. Nizam al ^loolk was recalled from Dek¬ 
kan, and Daood Klian ordered from Guzarat to Boorahanpore, 

there to wait the commands of the ameer al amra. 

* ( 

■. < " After 

« The grandibns of Mabummud by hts daughter Fatima, the wife of Alee. 
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After thefc ajnjing-cments, the emperor, who was recovered 
from aieveire * illnefK« ij^chhad hitherto prevented the celebration 
of his marriage with the daughter of Maharaja Ajeet Sing, ilTued 
orders for. preparations for dut ceremony. The «neer al amra 
condudled the felUv'itics on the part of the bride, and the marriage 
was performed with a fplendour and magnificence, till then unfecn 

T 2 among 

O 

» It was about this time that the Faft India Company obtained their firnjaun 
jf freo trade from Fcrokhferc. The embafly fjnt to him had been fonjc tifhjj 
anfuccefsfully employed} owing the intrigues of the navob of Bengal, when 
an accident occafioKcd a fudden an^, f^unate conclufion to the negotiation* 
Fcrokhfcrc was feized wiih^a diforder which the (kill of his own phyficians 
could not cure, and he was given over by them. Reduced to this extremity, 
be Was advifed to truft his cafe to Mr. Hamilton, the furgeon to the embady, 
who, by m operation, redored him to health. During'the operation it was 
reported, that, the emperor had died* under the furgeon’s hands; and fo great 
was the fury .of the popuIace> that they fdrrounded the boufe of the embalTa- 
dors, threatening to deftroy them. They were only to be appealed by Ferokhrere’s 
[hewing himfelf to them from a balcony of the palace, and* adoring them that 
be had received new life from the fktll of Mr. ^ Hamilton. Upon this the 
Fngliih became as much venerated, as they had been before defpifrd. Ferokh* 
fere conferred great marks of didinflion on Mr. Hamilton, and promifed to 
^nt any favour he chofe to a/k* Mr. Hamilton, indead of reqocAing rewards 
For himiejf,' belbugljt the grant 'of the Company’s requifitions; which were in- 
[lantly complied with, and the fees of ofiice remitted. Upon the return of the 
;mbady, the emperor was very urgent with Mr. Hamilton to remain jn his 
Fervice, which hd declined for the pftfent; but promifed to return, when he 
[houid have fettled his affairs at C^cutta. Among the prefents made him by. 
Ferokhfere,, were models of all his furgical indruments of pure gold. Mr. 
Hamilton, foon after his return to Bengal, died of "a putrid fem; and the 
emperor, not fatisfied with the account of iiis event from the governor and 
rouncil, fefrt an officer ^of rank to Calcutta to cxaimne the truth from the 
latives, whofe Iblemn tcltimony and that of the Europeans were taken to the 
emperor, 1 had this anecdote from Mr. Hafllngs, who tells me, that at his 
lift arrival in India there were Jiving witneffes of the circumdances of it, and 
Vlr. Hamilton’s monufnent was to be feen in the burial ground of Calcutta, 
]pon which the account of them was engraved. In a Life of Ferokhfere, the 
ircumdance of his recovery by a European fui^n is mentioned; alfo the dc- 
ay of his marriage from illncfs. The Company owe fomething to the memo¬ 
ry of a man who fo ncd>ly preferred their intereft to his own advantage. 
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amiong the princes of flipdooftan. Many pompous infignia were 
added to the royal train upon this occalion. The'illuminations 
rivalled the planets, and feemed to upbraid the faint luftre of the 
liars, HigK and low lharod the fcftivity, and joy thrilled through 
the veins of all. The emperor came to the palace of the ameer al 
amra, where the ceremony was performed ; after which, he car- 
riedi the princefs. in the higheft Iplendour of imperial pomp to the 
citadel, amid the refoundings of mulical inftruments and acclama¬ 
tions of the populace. 

V t 

The ameer al amra, .having affored TQrokhferek that in cafe of 
any breach of the royal promifo, or deligns againft his brother 
Koottub al Moolk, he would return to Dhely in twenty days, 
began Im march towards Dekkan. The emperor however had 
recalled Paood Khan, the chief of an Afghaun tribe of tried valour, 
and pc^clTing great influence and friendlhip with the Mharattas, 
from the government of Guzarat to that of Boorahanpore, appar¬ 
ently as deputy to the ameer al amra, but with fecret orders to 
*. oppofi^ and cut ^him oft; Daood Khan, on his 'arrival at Boorahan¬ 
pore, began to a£l as if independant j, upon which .the ameer al 
amra fent a meflage to him, that as the governmciU: of all Dekkan 
had been conferred upon him, it was ncccflaiy he fliould hot draw 
his foot ftom the circle of obedicno;, but oomc to meet him fub- 
miflively, or retire to Dhely. Daood Khan, diiregarding this, 
jMtched his camp under the walk of the city, and called to his 
affiftance Neeraajee Sindia, a principal Mharatta chief, who had 
been taken into the im^rial fervicc Shaw Aulum, and enjoyed 
the rank of feven thou]^d, with foveral diftridls io jaghire in the 
vicinity of Aurangabad. 

* 

The ameer al amra, when arrived near Boorahanpore, repeated 
hk admonitions, but in vain^ upon, which he marched to punifo 
him; and Daood Khan, Who leganled himfelf as the hero of his 

age. 
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Age, was prepared to receive him. TKe engagement was very 
bloody .on both fidev Daood Khan had given orders to his ele¬ 
phant driver to carry him to the ameer al amra, whom he was 
ambitious of attacking in perfon; and notwithflanding his advanced 
line, which had charged the artillery of the enemy, was driven 
back with great ilaughter, he, with many of his chief officers 
mounted on elephants, made repeated attempts to break through 
the foe. His braveiy began to alarm the troops of the ameer al 
amra, feveral of whofe principal dependants were killed and 
wounded, and among them Meet Mufhriif, the chief officefand 
favourite of his mailer, was*wounded by an arrow from Daood 
Khan, and thrown his elephant. At length Daood Khan 
approached near the ameer al anura, whofe army, now feized with 
a panic, fled on all fldes, leaving him with only a few confldential 
attendants. At this crifis, a matchlock ball flruck Daood Khan, 
who fell, dead on the feat of his elephant j and the day of his prof- 
petity funk into die darknefe of deifaiuflion. His followers inibntly 
di^rfed, and the ameer al amra founded the 'trumpets of vi^ory, 
commanding the body of Daood Khan to be dragg^ at the tail of. 
an elephanfr round the city of fioorahanpore. JNeemajee Sindia, 
who in the beginning of the aiflion had retired to a diilance with his 
fl)lldwers, came up to congratulate the vi^h>r, and his troops plun¬ 
dered the fugitives of his late patron. The efle^s, hories, and 
ekjfliants of Dai^ Khan were feized by the anwer al amra, who, 
fome time afterwards, flmt a few of the latter to court. 

The following drcumflance is related. Daood Khan, while 
fimbadar of Gozarat,. had married the daughter of a zemindar o^* 
that province^ and fhe was at the time of his death feven months 
gone with child. Ddxainined not to furvive her lord, fhe ripped 
open her womb, ^ as m flive the life of the infant, and died. 
When the emperor received intelligence of the viiftoiy gained by 
the ameer al amra, he was much afflicted, and faxd to Koottub al 

. Moolk, 
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Moilk, that fo valiant and celebrated a chie^ as D^ood Klian, had 
been unjfuftly flain; when the vizier obferved, that had his brother 
fallen by-the hand of the Afghaun, his majefty would have been of 
a different opinion. 

During tliis year, by tlie well conduced valour of Abd al Sum- 
mud Khani Bunda, chief of the fiks, who had pretended to royalty, 
and committed great depredations in the p^vince of Lahore, was 
taken ^prifoner, and received the juft reward of his crimes. , He 
was,‘'lipeaJly defeended from an adopted ifbn of Nannuk Shaw, the 
founder of the religion of the liksj in thd reign. of #the emperor 
Baber. Nannuk was the fonof a Hindoo gr^ merchant of the 
Kuttree tribe, and being a youth of good capacity and plcafing 
manners, engaged the notice of fyed HoufTun, a celebrated dirvefh, 
by whofe inftru<ftions he made great progrefs in learning, and be¬ 
came an admirer of the fyftems of fp(jpulative and contemplative 
divinity of the muffulmaun devotees. Having leledted fome of their 
tenets, he tranflated * them into the Punjaubee dialedl, with addi- 
{ions of his own, and called the compolition Kirruflt, which became 
tfie guide of his difciples, who at firft. formed only a religious fe<ft, 
without laying claim to political confequcnce. Nannuk left two 
fons, but neither of them affumed the fupremacy of their order, 
wliich was given by eledlion to Angud, one* of their ftither’s fol¬ 
lowers, who held it thirteen years. He, having no fon/ was fuc- 
ceeded by a difciple, who prefided over the order twenty two 
years, and though he had fons, he placed Ramdafs, his fon in law, 
in the direftion. Ramdafs lived only feven years, and was fucceeded 
by his fon Goorroh Arjun, whofe fon Hir Govind inherited his 
dignity. Hir Govind’s eldeft fon dying, he was fucceeded by his 
grandfon, Hir Roy, who after feventeen years left this world, and 
was fucceeded by his infant fon Hir Kiftien. He having no ilTuc, 

his 

* This IS contradi^cd by other writers, who* £iy he was of obfctirc parentage j 
but the fiks believe this account of His dcTcen^ or aHe£t to do fo. 
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his uncle Teeghe Baliadur, younger fpn of IJir Govind, was elefted, 
but wjl put to dcadi as a dangerous heretic in the fevenleenth year 
of Aulumgeer’s reign, he having colledcd his followers, and levied 
contributions from the inhabitants of his neighbourhood, in con- 
jundlion with HaBz Adam, a muffulmaun devotee, and his votaries. 
Some time after the death of Teeghe Bahadur, his fon- Goorroh 
Govind, having colledted his foHowers, gave them arms and horfes, 
which till his time tlUfy had, never ufed, and began to commit 
depredations; but he was foon obliged to fly, and two of fais’fens, 
being taken prifoners, were put to death. Being defirous of return¬ 
ing to his honte, he prevailed on fome Afghauns to condud: him, 
di^ifed as one. of fheir devotees, through the army llationed at 
Sirhind; and for the remainder of his life kept himfelf retired, 
having loft his faculties in grief for his fons. He ordered his dif- 
ciplcs to wear blue, and leave Aeir beards and the hair of their 
heads unftiaved, which thejt do, to this day*. He was fucceeded by 
Bunda, one of his followers, who was alfo cdle^ Goorrbh Govind. 
This man obtained great power; and while Shaw Aulufo was in 
Dekkan againft Kaum Bul^fti, colleded his followers, to revenge.' 
the death of his predeceflbr’s fons. He committed the ^eateft 
cruelties on the muflulmauns, in every advantage ftiewing no 
quarter to age tr fex, and even ripping up women with child. The 
emperor Shaw Aulum found it neceflary to march in perfon againft 
him, and he was befieged in the fortreft of Loeh Ghur, which 
• was taken, but Bunda found means to cfcape, and raifo new infur- 

reftions. 


. The 

. • The fikt admit profelytes from any fea. They profefs deifm. Theit cere- 

* monies I am not inform^ of. They mourn at a birth, and rgoicc at death. 

• It is faid, every profelyte is obliged to drink the water, in which fome f»ks 

have warned their feet, mixed with hog's, blood; a horrid abomination to a 
pious muffulmaun. Hindoo profelytes drink water, in which a few drops, ot 
a cow’s blood have’been mingled. • . 



AURUKGZEBE** SUCCESSORS. 

The death of Shaw Aulum, the difputes of Ws fens, and the 
unfettled ftatc of Jehauiular Shaw’s government, prevented ^means 
being taken for the extirpation of the herefy j and Bunda, taking 
advantage of the diflradtion of the times, acquired an alarming 
degree of power. Upon the acceflion of Ferokhlcre, Iflaum Khan, 
feubadar of Lahore, was fcnt againft him, but defeated with great 
daughter; upon which Bazeed Khaun, f^e daur. of Sirhind, was 
commanded to puniih him, and took 'the hWl. He was aflaflinatcd 
in Ws ^cnt, when alone at evening prayers, by a fik, commiffioned 
for that purpofe by Butnda, and thp murderer cfcaped ^unhurt. Abd 
al Summud Khan, governor of Kafhmcer, was now promoted to 
the ibubadary of Lahore, and fent againfl thfc rebels with a great 
army. After many fevere engagements, he forced Bunda to take 
refuge in a fortrefe, which was blockaded fo cffeftually, as to cut 
off every fupply. The garrifon was reduced to the neceifity of eat¬ 
ing cows, horfcs, alles, and other animals forbidden by their laws; 
when at length, having no provifion of any fort left, and being 
reduced to the extremity of famine and difeafe, they begged for 
‘ Quarter. Abd al Summud Khan, having planted a ftandard on the 
plain, commanded them to come out and lay their arms under k, 
which they did. He then divided the meaner fort among his chiefs, 
who cut off their heads, and threw their bodies into a river near 
the fortrefs. The chiefs and perfons of rank he put in chains, and 
placed them upon camels and aftes, with caps of paper on their 
heads, and proceeded with them to Lahore in this manner, to excite 
the derifion and infults of the populace. The mother of iBazeed 
Khan, whofe murderer had been rewarded by the fiks, and diftin- 
guilhcd by the title of Tara Sing, upon his being’pointed out to her 
. in the proceffoa, threw down a heavy ftone from the roof of her 
houfe as he paffed, and killed him on the foot, in. revenge for the 
death of her fon. After feme days, Bunda and tile other captives 
were fent to Dhely } through v^hich lie was carried in an iron cage 
upon an elephant, dreffed in a robe of gold btocade, aqd upon his 

head 



head a red turbah»> embroidered with gold. Behind him (at a 
foldier wfth a drawn £ibre. Preceding him were borne by perfons 
mounted on elephants numberlefs heads of his difciples on long poles, 
alfo a cat upon a ftaiF, to denote that not an animal belonging to 
him was fpared from flaughter. After hi^ elephant came, tied two 
and tvyo upon camels, feven hundred and forty prifoners, having 
each a hand bound to his neck. Upon their heads were fantalHc 
caps, and they wore haWfe of fheep fkins, with the wool outwards. 
The fiks bore the infults of the populace with the greatell firmiiafs, 
and fteadily refufed the etqperor’s offers of life if they would em¬ 
brace the Mahilmmedan faith.* They were put to death, an hun¬ 
dred each day, on the*enfuing feven days. On the eighth, Bunda 
and his fon, with their rremaining friem^s, were executed without 
the city. They were carried to the place of execution in ridiculous 
proceffion. A dagger was put into the hands of the chief, who 
was comtnanded to kill his infont fon ^ but refufing, the child was 
flain by the executioner, his heart torn out, knd forced into the 
fother’s mouth. Bunda was then put to death, by the tearing of 
his flefh with red hot pincers and othfer tortures, which he bore 
with the greafcft conftancy; and had he not inflidted hmilar cruel¬ 
ties on others, he might be regarded as a martyr to his foith. It 
is faid, * he madd the following reply to Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
who had remonftrated with him on his condudt: ** When the fins of 
** a people become exceffive, the divine Avenger fends forth athong 
** them a tyrant, like myfelf, to punifh their crimes; but when 
“ the nfeafure of juilice is filled, commits him to the hands of one 
more powerful, that he may receive the reward of his aftions. 
** \yhat are the ctuelties and oppreffions of the wicked, if they 
** Ihew not the rod of the Almighty! ” • 

VoL. II. U Ferokhfere 

■ The fiks now polTers the provinces of Lahore, Pungjaub, and Moultaun, 
with great part of Dliely, and bands of them have more than once made in* 
roads on the navob viauer*s domiruons, but have been as often cafily repelled 

by 
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H. 1128. Ferokhfere had levied a body of twenty thoulasd horie> and 
^.D. 1715. fettled the |)ay of each man at ‘fifty rupees per month> which had 

now fallen in arrear a‘ whole year. Many of the officers having 
from two to nine hundred men, had ferve^ in hopes of procuring 
jaghires, without perfonUl pay, during this period, at the end ol 
which orders were ilTued to di^Us them. At this crifis, alfo, ^ Meet 
Jumlah arrived at Dhely fi’om his government of Bahar, where 
affairs were in the utmoft cOnfufion, owing to his bad condu<A. 
lie ‘ had kept up a greater force than he could pay, fo that the 
fbldiers became mutinous, and committed the greateft outrages and 
oppreflions on the inhabitants of Ae city of Patna, smd the diftriAs. 
Meer Jumkl^ dreading a revolt as dangeiou^ to his perfonal fafety, 
fled unknown to his followers, and travelling in a covered litter 
reached Dhely in fifteen days from Patna. His fudden arrival gave 
univerfal credit to reports, which had been prevailing, that Ferokh- 
fbre was meditating the imprifiinment of the vizier; and though he 
was not admitted JO‘the prefence, but received tokens of the royal 
diipleafure for quitting his government without orders, and went him- 
*• fclf to vilit Koottub al Moolk, whofe mediation he begged with the 
humbleft entreaties, his condudt was interpreted as deceitful. The 
difeharged cavalry, clamorous for arrears, had Ihrrounded the jjalaces 
of Mahummud Ameen, paymafler, Khan Dowraun, deputy to the 
ameer al arara, and Meer Jumlah, whiefi was attributed to the 
intrigues of the latter, and an intent of feizing the vizier in the 
tumult. Koottub al Moolk being alarmed, collected his dependants 

firom 

by the approach of our army. I'lioy have a tradition aglong them, from theii 
founder Nannuk, that their order and povrer will be deftroyed by white men 
from the weft} and they regard Europeans as the people deftioed to fulfil the 
prophecy. Nannuk is laid alfo to have told the emperor Baber, that his de. 
feendants would fill the throng- of Dhely for ten generattons, and ‘ no longer, 
If f«, ‘this prophecy may be regarded at nearly venfied, Shaw Aulom being the 
tenth in defontt} and it is more than proteble, that after him an emperor 
will ceafe to be acknowledged in Htr^ooftan. At prefent he h merely nominalt 
* Between five and fix pounds filing. 
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from the neighbouring diftri^j and during five or fix days the 
capital was a Icene of co^fufiony both the mutineers and the forces 
of the vizier 4>6mg under armsy watching the motions of each other 
day and night. At length Meer Jumlah took refuge with Mahum^ 
mud Amcen Khany and Ferokhferey to calm the fulpicions of the 
vizieTy having removed him from his employmentSy banifhed him 
to Lahoroy and fatisfied the foldieiy; but thiSy as there no fin- 
cerity between the partie^y did, not put an end to their jealoufies; 
lb that the emperor never went to hunt or made a movementy, but 
reports arole ^t it was to feize Koottub al Moolk, wko Veas 
always in alarmy and furrofinded by troops for his protedlion. 

In this year died the Navob Afoph ad Dowlah AfiTud Khan A. H* i <21 
Bahadur, fiither to the late ameeral amra, in the ninety fisurth lunar 
year of his age. He was delcended frqpa an Uluftrious fiunily of 
Xurkomat^is. His fiither fled from the oppreflions of Shaw Abbas 
ofPerfia into Hindooftan, was raifed £0 high .tank by Jehaungecry 
and married the daughter of a near relation to *his cmprels Noor 
Jehaun. The name of Afoph ad 'Dowlah was Ibrahim. He vras , 
very early noticed by ^haw Jehauuy who married him to a daughter * 
of his vizier Albph Jah, brother to the emprels above mentioned, 
and ph>moted him to the office of fecond bukhlhi, which he held 
till the fifteenth year «f Aulumgeer, when he was raifed to the 
rank of four thoufand, and a few years afterwards to the office of 
viziei, and higheft order of nobility, feven thoufand. He was con¬ 
tinued in employment by Azim Shaw, upon whofe death he was 
dillinguilhed by Shaw Aulum, appointed * vaqueel muttuUuk, and 
his liwi made amejr al amra but on the acceffion of Ferokhfere 
he was dit^raced, had his eftates feized, and his fon was put to 
.death. Since that period, he had fived upon a Icanty penfion in 
a fort of confinement, but much relgll|||||d by all ranks. It is 

U z reported, 

» 

• An officer prapvly controuling every depsutment, never created but on great 
emergencies* To Afoph ad Dowlah it was h mere nominal honour. 
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reported, tliat Ferokhfere, ^in his lail illnefs, fent to aik his pardon 
for his treatment of him, and tp requeft his advice how to a< 3 : to- 
,'ivards the fyeds. Afoph ad Dowlah faid, that the .emperor had 
been led to do wrong by his unlucky deftiny, and when he had 
ruined his family, he had deitroyed the pillars of the empire of 
Timur; that as he had entrufted the reins of government to the 
fyeds, he ihould feck only their iatisfadbion, for diilention'could 
only render his affairs worfe, and draw (^own ruin upon his own 
head* Afoph ad Dowlah was burled with great funeral pomp, 
at 'the, expenlc of the emperor, in a nuufoleum* ereded by his 
father for the family. * ' , 

« 

% 

Ferokhfere, by the advice of his favourites, ,i»ad appointed 
feveral perfons to offices in Dekkan; but the ameer al amra, re¬ 
garding them as inimical to his authority, kept them unemployed 
by various excufes, and filled their places with his own dependants; 
which enraged the pmperof, who was treated alfb with the fame 
difiefpedt by his vtzier at Dhely. The dewan. Raja Ruttun Chund, 
controuled all the impeml offices, fo as to leave their poffeffors 
only a name. He &rmed out in leafe the * royal demefhes to his 
own creatures; and the imperial dewan and Roy Royan, whofe 
peculiar employ it was to regulate them, finding it in vain to* pleafe 
the emperor and his minifleia, being divefied of all power, re- 
quefie'd to refign their nominal offices. 

4 

Ferokhfere, willing if poffible to .regain his authori^, «called 
to court Einaiut Oollah Khan, who had been dpwan to Aulumgeer, 

* ^ • intending 

* Left this expreflion Ihould be mifiuiderftood, it is lignified, that the pro¬ 
perty of the is eU,in th efemHi peror, end the landholders are renaoveabie at 
plcafurei but they wtte fui|H||M be heneditery, unrefs^in cafes of treafon, 
rebellion, or defalcation of rewRR^ except in thofe diftridh above named demelhes, 
which were referved for the private ‘ fui^ort of the royal houfehold, and were 
fanned to renter* annually, or in leafe. 
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intending to reltdre' him to his former office j but this nobleman, 
fearful of offending ^he powerful vizier, at firft declined the offer, 
nor did Koottftb al Moolk, who, had experienced his abilities, wifli 
for fuch a rival. He waj, •however, at length pcrfuaded' by Akh- 
laafs Khan, his friend, who tried to reconcile the jarring ihterefts, 
to confent to the appointment, on a promife that Einaiut Oollah 
fhould not propofe any thing to the emperor, or fill inferior offices, 
without his knowledge and approbation, and agreed that Ruttun 
Chund fhould not interfere in the management of the royal revenue. 

As Koottub al Moolk, on account of the difpleafure of Ferolihferd 
and his own fondnefs for pleafui;e, fat but little in the courts of the 
vizarut, which occaiioned great delay in bufinefs and vexation to 
clients, EinaiuiiOollah requefled (hat he would at lead come once a . 
day to his office; which he promifed, hut foon. failed to perform. 

I ' k 

* 

Einaiut Oollah Khan, notwithftanding his reputed abilities, did 
not confult the temper of the times, lb very different from thofe 
of the reign of Aulumgeer., He obtained the emperor’s orders to 
revive the *‘capitation .tax upon infidels; which difobliged Raja .* 
Ruttun ChuncT and all the Hindoos.' As many eunuchs, Kalh- 
mirians, Hindoos, and perlbns of bad charatderS, bad procured 
valuable jaghires^ fo as to leave no fublidence or rewards for the dc- 
ferving, he wifhed to cdnfifcate fome and leffen others, to ipake 
room for them. This regulation interfering with the dependants of 
Koottub al Moolk, he was much difpleafod, and all the deputies in 
offibe hated the ftiri£fhcfs of .the new dewan. The agreement be¬ 
tween him and tht Vizier was fooh broken, and changed into mutual 
oppofition. A dependant of Ruttun Chund, who owed a confider- 
ablfe balance pjf revenue to government, was confined for the debt 
By Einaiut Oollah, refuied to teleafe him at, the requeft of his 
patron; but the db&Uiter finding.means40 make his efoape, took 

' ■. • fhclter 


* Thirteen hipees f»r annum for every two .thourand ot property poiTeiled by 
the Hindoos. The lame, blind, and ve^ poor, were cxcufed. 
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flicker in his houfe, and Rutton Chund would not give him up to 
the roTTil officers. The emperor, enraged at his infolence, com- 
inanded Koottub al Mooli: to difehatge him from hk frrvice; but 

the vizier, would not obey. 1 ^ 

% 

. Another great cauTe of difrigreement between the emperor and 
Koottub al Moollc was this: Raja Jey Sing -had been difpatched 
with a powerfiil army to reduce .Chooramun, chief of the Jauts, 
wljo had raifed a rebellion in the province of Agraj the rebel, 
ifier k reflflance of nearly a year, being reduced to (Extremity, fent 
an agent to Koottub al Mooik,' offering to pay him a conliderable 
fum of mQney> a large pefheufla to the royal treafuiy, and to come 
and inakfr his fubmiffions at court, if he would prdpire his pardon 
and recall the troops of Jey Sing. The vizier, thinking to pro¬ 
cure a new and ufeful partizan in Chooramun, obliged Ferokhferc, 
much againfr his inclination, .to accept the offers. The rebel 
accordingly came to .Dhely, and was admitted once to the royal 
prelence. Raja Jey Sing was greatly difplcafed at the efcape of 
Chooramun from his hands, and complained Ferokhfere of the 
indigni^ fhewn him in return for his iervices. Difagreeablb intel¬ 
ligence alfo arrived from Oekkan, which caufed frefh.diflentions at 

court, and at length involved the empire in confuflon. 

* 

When the ameer al amra, after the defeat of Daobd Khan, had 
proceeded to the capital of Aurungabad, and began to adjuft the 
affairs of his government, he fr pnd that Katmdoo Dheafee, who 
was eftablifhed on the part of * Raja Sahoo. in the province of 
Khandeflie, had eretled a chain of fmall fofts on the high .road 
between the port of Surat and the city of Boograhanpore. His Mha- 
rattas, iffuing from theih ftftioas, oUiged merchants and trav^ccs 
tp pay a fourth part of, their, property; or, in *cafe of refifmee, 
plundered them of the whole,, and confined their perfons till they 

received 


• Chief of the Mharattas. 
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received a ranfom. The ameer al amra diTpatched one of his chiefs, • 
with four thoufand Ixude and as many foot, to expell the Mharattas, 
and raze the fotts i bnt this officer being drawn into an ambufh by 
Kaundoo Dhearce, who pretended to fly before hin>, was defeated 
and ilain, with many of his troops, and the remainder were 
made priibaers. The ameer al amra now fent againfl the rebels 
Mohul^um Sing, his dewan, and his own brother Sycf ad Dien 
Ali Khan, governor of Boorahanporc, in grcAt force; upon which 
Kaundoo, not chufing to hazard an engagement, retired to bja 
mailer Raja Sahoo in the fortre& of Sittarra, but his followers "con¬ 
tinued to commit jlepredations .as ufual, cautioufly avoiding their 
enemy. Mohukkum Sing, unable to bring the Mharattas to a 
decilive aftion,'inarched to befiege Sittarra, when he^was recalled 
by the ameer al amra, who had obtained intelligence of diflentions 
at Dhely, and that the emperor had fent private orders to Raja 
Sahoo and all the perfens of authority in Dekkah to oppofe and 
diilreis him. From this caufe, though he 'was'vifited by Mulariz 
Khan, foubadar of Ahmedabad, and oth<X' imperial officers, yet 
he never could properl)f^ ellabliih his author!^ in fi^apore, Hyder- >' 
abad, or the C^matics. 

• • 

The emperor .Aulumgecr; in a war of twenty five years, had 
reduced the two remaining mufliilmaun * monarchies o£ £)ekkan« and 
taken forty fortrefles fitnn the Mharattas, when Tara Bhay, widow 
ofRamrauje, their chief, offered to fubmit, if he would allow her 
ten rupees in each hundred feom the colleSbions of the country, as 
original proprietor of the foil. The emperor, however, either 
difdaining to make tSrms with infidels, or fiom avarice, refufed this 
oflfer. Shaw Anlmn, his fucceflbr, entered into negotiations for a 
tnealpr with Tara Hiay and Raja Sahoo ; but, owing to dilagree- 
ments between the two latt«^. concerning the divlfion of the allow¬ 
ance, it was never finally adjufled / and upon his return from 

Dekkan 


* Beejapore and* Golconda. 
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' Dekkan the Mharattas demanded the choute, or fourth part of the 
revenues, which the foubahdar Daood Khan agreed to pay them, on 
condition that the jaghires of the princes of the blodd and his own 
ihould be excepted from this tribute; alfo, that his own agent, 
Heeramun, fliould fuperintend their coUcftions, and that they ihould 
not plunder or molefl caravans. Thus ad^rs were tolerabjy con¬ 
duced during his government, and, at firft, in that of his fucceflbr 
Nizam al Moolk, which lafted only a year and five months; but 
ip ’the latter part of it the Mharattas renewed their plunders. 


« C 

The ameer al amra, finding .the emperor, leagued with the 
enemy, and his brother the vizier oppofdd at Dhely, thought it 
moft prudent to make peace, and bind the Mharattas to his intereft. 
He accordingly ratified the conditions granted them by Daood 
Khan, with the addition of the allowance of decfmukkec, or ten 
rupees in every hundred. It was fettled, that Bilhonaut and 
Chimnajee Ihould fefide as agents of Raja Sahoo, with a reipcCable 
forccl at Aurungabad, to receive t^e choute, ^ and that they fliould 
eflablifli coIleCors in the diflxiCs over the deefinukkce. Thus, for 
a time, the calamities of war and its attendant famine, which had 
vexed Dekkan for a long' feries of years, fubfided, and the .people 
began to tafte rcpofe ; but the governors of diftriflb and fanners of 
rcveijue were more diftrefled than - ever, as* they had now three col¬ 
lectors, one from the prefence, one for the choute, and a third 
for the dcefinukkee. Ferokhfere was highly enraged at the ameer 
al anira for concluding this treaty, but had not the courage' to refufe 
his aflent, or ability to counteraC the ufurpations of his minifter, 
who directed the affairs of Dekkan as he pleafed, employing none 
but his own dependants, and paying no attention to the royal ap¬ 
pointments, unlefs he was afliiri^ of the fidelity of the peifoi^ to 
hitnfelf. 




About 
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About this time FerokhTere had conferred the government of 
Boorahanpore, as depuQr to the ameer al ancura* upon Jaun Niffar 
Khan, an old nobleman of refpcfted charafter, and related by 
adoption to the minifters, in hopes that he would hearken to hjs 
advice, and become more obedient to the imperial pleafure. Jaun 
Niilar^Khan arrived at the Nerbudda with only his common at¬ 
tendants, not chuiing to raiie troops, led the appearance of them 
Ihould excite jealoufy in the .ameer al amra, eipecially as Ma- 
hummud Ameen Khan had been detached with an army to Maltya, 
a province bordering on Dekkan, at the lame time he received hfs 
commidion. Repents had already* fpre'ad at Aurungabad, that the 
motive for the march «of thefe nobles was the dedrudion of the 
ameer al amra, and had magnified &e domedic train of one into 
eight thoufand horle, as an advanced body to an army under the 
latter of fix^ thoufand men. The ameer al amra, however, was 
foon better informed, by die receipt of letten from Jaun N iflar 
Khan, who requeded an eicort of troops to bHi^ him to his pre¬ 
fence, his fmall train being infufficient to proterd him againd a 
banditti of Mharatta’s,, who infrded the high road, under Sunta, 
a chief, iodepe’ndant of ^aja Sahoo. The ameer al amra complied 
with lus.requed j and upon his arrival at Aurungabad treated him 
with great refpdd, but delayed fending him to fioorahanpore, not 
chafing to trod a frontief dation to one font by the emperor. , 

This year was alfo didinguifhed by the rapid and extraordinary 
exaltation of Mahummud Moraud. This man, by birth a Kafh- 
mirian, and native of the fiime place as ' Sahebeh NifTwaun, mother 
to Ferokhfere, wa? by her introduced to the emperor, whom he 
perfuaded (hat he covdd eafily efe<d the dedruftion of the fyeds, 
without coming to open war, or caufing confufion in the date. 
Ferokhfere, gratified by his flatteries, fuddenly promoted him to the 
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rank of fcvcn thoufand, with fuitable jaghires, and the title of 
• Rukkun ad Dowlah. He daily conferred upon him the moll ex¬ 
travagant prefents of jewels and money ; jdfo the ’rich bedilead, 
fumptuoufly adorned with precious Hones, of the emperor Shaw 
Jehaun. As Rukkun ad Dowlah was a man of infamous charac¬ 
ter, it was fuppofed the emperor was a partner in his vice. ,By his 
counfel, Nizam al Moolk was recalled to court from his govern¬ 
ment of Moraudabad, and Sirbuljund Khan from that of Patna, 
vvlth great promifes of favour, to join their influence in the deftruc- 
lion of the lyeds. Ajeet Sing, raja of Rhatore and father in law to 
the emperor, was invited 'to pourt for the fame purpofc } but 
immediately upon his arrival, feeing the '«rrefolution and varying 
councils of the cabinet, he thought it fafefl to attach himfelf to 
the vizier. Nizam al Moolk and Sirbullund Khan, who expedled 
the vizarut and ameer al amrafhip, being told by the emperor 
that he intended the former oflice for Rukkun ad Dowlah, refolved 
to run no hlque merely to ferve the favourite, under whom‘they 
efleemed it a dii^ace to rank. Upon this, the dUlruft of Moraud- 
abad was taken from Nizam al Moolk, and being with additional 
lands created into a fbubahdaxy, was conferred on Rukkun ad Dowlah. 
Many others of the principal nobility were alfo invited to apcompJilh 
tlu ruin of the minillers; but all, finding that it was only to ag¬ 
grandize a worthlefs minion, refufed compliance. During thefe 
cabals, the " eeed al fitter occurred, when the emperor, as ufual 
went in Hate, attended by the nobility and troops, to the place of 
worfliip without the city j and it was rumoured, that oA this day 
the vizier would be taken prifoner or ^flinated. Koottub al 
Moolk attended, but no attempt was made againfl him. Jealou- 
fies and apprehenfions had now arifen to fuch' a height, that he 
no longer thought himfelf fafe without his brother, and accord¬ 
ingly 

• Pillar of the Rate, 

^ Feftival on conclufion of tlvs great flift of Ramazan. 
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ingly wrote him to haften to Dhcly for their mutual fecurity, 
as the rioft powerfiil vaflals of the empire were coUedled in the 
capital, and* Ferokhfere was daily planning fchemes for their 
deflrudion. 

The ameer al amra, enraged by the intelligence from his 
brother, relblved to march to his afliilance, and by a deciiive blow 
to deftroy the power of their enemies. He had already, in o/der 
to alarm Ferokhfere, received with great pomp and cetemOpy 
from Raja Sahoo, a youth called Moien ad Dien, faid to be a 
fon of • Sultan *Akber, and had requefted leave to come to court, 
as the air of Dekkan was unfavourable to his health. Ferokhfere 
was now filled with dread, and attempted a reconciliation with 
the vizier j who, in order to gain time for the arrival of his brother, 
took a fiofh oath of fidelity, as did the emperor of regard and 
attachment; but there was no fincerity on either fide. Akhlaafs 
Khan was difpatched to affure the ameer al amr» of the emperor’s 
regard, and prevail. upon him to remain in Dekkan. Koottub al 
Moolk employed himfelf in attaching to his interefr, or at leafl ' 
to ftand neuter, the few confequential nobiliQr, who had not joined 
his party, and he fucceeded. Nizam al Moolk was promifed the 
government of Malwa, and Sirbullund Khan that of Cabul. Ma* 
hummud Ameen Khan and Khan Dowraun were alfo drawn* over j 
fo that Ferokhfere had now no.perfon of real confequence or ability 
attached to him, but Maharaja Jey Sing. He advifed the emperor 
to take the field, and trufi his caufe to the affedion of his troops, 
who would be animated to their duty by feeing their fovereign at 
their head, and rfcfert the minifter, but in vain. Ferokhfere, 

, cowardly, and infatuated, would not quit the walls of his palace, 
where he continued j at one time laying fchemes for the affaffina- 
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tion of thi brothers, and at aiKAher, on their difcoveiy, making 
abjedt fubmiffions, and imploring forgivencls j every ftfFort at 
fi«edom tcmcluding in greater ref^dtions upon his adthority, and 
hazard to his perfon. 


H.1131, The ameer al amra having placed his own garri&ns in.fuch 
^•‘7*8. fortrefles of Dekkart as he cbofe to retain, wd given up die re« 
ihaujder to the Mharattas, as the price df dicir incndfliip, began 
his '^mafch, with an army of abdve thirty thbu&nd horfe, ten 
thoufand of whom Were Mharaiftas. Near the fort of * Mando, 
he Was met by Akhlaafs Rhan, who had been fent &c»n Dhel]; 
by the emperor to affure him of his regard, %nd to prevail on him 
to return to Dekkaft j hat this agent was fecretly a ipy of die 
vizier’s. Inftead of performing the royal oommiflion, he repre- 
fented the recoftciliatioft of Ferokhfere as pretended, magnified 


the dangerous influe^e of Rukktfti ad Dowlah, and fet forth the 
danger tlfc vizier was in fmm fo many of the princip^ nobility at 
bhely With tr(!>ops> pftiticalarly Nistam al Mooljc, SirbuBund Khan, 
’ Mahuinmud ArhOeft Khah, “and Maharaja jey Sing, who would 
c^’inly fupport the empesrdr, ilhodd he but ccmfent to withdraw 
his fovour from Riikkuft ad Dowi^. the ameer al amra continued 
his march, and Upon his arrival at Oojein necdved advice, that 
the emperor, alarmed at his approac!^ had paid a vifit to Koottub 
al Moolk, hOfiodred him by pkcing Ids upon bis head, 

and that the moft facred ca#is ^iendfliip had been t^en be¬ 
tween them; that oh the folio day the vizier, wifri Maharaja 
Ajeet Sing, had gone; to codtt,'Where/'the >protefrations offrdelitji 
and favour we^ renewed; ahifi f^rbkhfcre had ^^pified in full 
afiembly to Rukku'n ad Dowteh and his dependants, tlnrt he 
Would henceforth exclude all jealoufies of the minifters from hi 
heart. The ameer al amra> on hearing this news, faid in publk 

• durbai 
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durbar with a iqud ■.W)ice, that if the emperor had fmcerely no 
enmi^ lagainft him, aod ihould receive him with real £avour> he 
would on hhi part £bnn no plans but of byahy and attachment, 
and would, a^er receiving audience and delivering up his royal 
priibner, return to his government. , He was not however fincere 
in 1^ dedaratbns, ibr it has been heard from the mouths of his 
intimates, that, immediately afi^, he told them in private, that 
he was convinced the emperor would ruin his hunily, ihould lie 
ever have it in his power, and their only fccurity was in his de¬ 
thronement. He proceeded on his march, and at the diihtnce' of 
about bur da^^^s from, ^e capital was met by many of the principal 
nobility, and his brcfther's dewan, Raja RutUtn Chund, who re¬ 
lated to him exaggerated accounts df the conduct of Ferokhibre 
and his favourites ; which enraged him fo much, that he ihewed 
open contempt to Zuflir Khan and others, who had been bnt 
bom the‘emperor to oxnphment and adure him of the royal 
favour. At length they encan^)ed cbie to Dhely, hear the minaret 
of Ferofe Shaw, and, contrary to the • rules of etiquette, com¬ 
manded his band of mufic to play on his entering his tents,'' 
faying, that *he no longer conlidertd himfelf as a Icrvant of the 
emppror, and would not regard the royal ceremonials. 

'Ferokhfere, upon* intelligence of fuch a mark of di^eiped;, 
was overwhelmed widi dread, and at a lofs how to aift. At ode 
time he refolved to exert. his authority, and take the held, to 
putufh the rebel; but his fears foon returned, and he had recourfe 
to mediation and entreaty. Maharaja Jey Sing now again ad- 
vifed him to- leave the palace, and encamp ^ afiiiring him, that 
he would inllantly be Joined by the imperial fervants, who would 

double 

0 

• .Agreeably to the ccremonial> no ^erfon is allowed,^ without permiflion^ 
to ufe the band or nobut within twenty four miles of the royal refidence* 


AURUKGZEBE’i SUCCESSORS. 

« 

doable the force of the brothers in number, and punUh their 
infolence ; that it was moft probable their own followers would 
defert them, Ihould they fee his majefty refolved, and join the 
imperial ftandard, when the miniAers muft fubmit to his pleafure, 
or fly. Ferokhfere would not be roufed to adtion. He now de.- 
termined to give himfelf up to the mercy of the vizier and ameer 
al amra, and even commanded all the nobility to receive their 
order?, and aft as they direfted. At* leiigth he received a melTage 
from,’Koottub al Moolk, that if he would difmifs Jey Sing from 
court, and confer the offices immediately ,about the royal perfon, 
fuch as the command of the palace artillery, the difeftion of the 
halls of audience, and intendancy of the dofneAics, on their de¬ 
pendants, and admit a guard* of their troops into the citadel, he 
and his brother would come apd pay their obeifonce with rcadinefs 
and loyalty. Ferokhfere in reply, alTured them that he would 
confer the above offices on Koottub al Moolk and other fyeds, and 
receive their vifit op the feftival of the * noroze, which would be¬ 
gin in a few days. Jey Sing, having received the royal orders to 
*quit Dhcly withont delay, retired to his zemindary of Ambere, un¬ 
able to affiA his vrretehed fovereign. . 

t 

♦ • 

t 

.1719. The unhappy Ferokhfere having confented to'the deniands 
of the fyeds, on the eighth of February tHeir troops were admit¬ 
ted into the palace, and the royal guards withdrawn; when 
Koottub al Moolk with Maharaja Ajeet Siiig entered, ‘and poA- 
cd their dependants where they thought proper, to prevent 
treachery. None of the imperial fervants, but Rukkun ad Dow- 
lah, Imteauz Khan, RooAiun ad Dowlah, and* a few domeAic: 

and 

* Firft day of the PerGan folar year, which is obferred’ai a high feAival 
The emperor is weighed in a fcak agaiiift fotnewhat of every fort, fromjcweli 
and gold to the ntbft common necellaiies of life, which are didributed to tht 
poor. 
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and eunuchs, were allowed to remain with the emperor. The 
ameer al amra, in princely Iplendour and parade, attended by 
his army, marched through the city, and entered the palace 
towards evening, his troops remaining under arms without, to 
prevent diforderp in the avenues. He was received with the 
greateft diftindtion by the emperor, who ihed tears, and placed 
his own turban upon his head; conferring upon him alfo, all 
the jewels he had upon his drefs ; but the ameer al amra 
behaved haughtily, refufed part of the gifts, and haying* up¬ 
braided his majefty with ingratitude and want of corifideritCv 
in himfelf and his brotTier,. who had been the inilruments of 
his exaltation to the» throne, took his leave in an haily. man¬ 
ner, negledting the cullomaiy ceremonial of refpedl at his depar¬ 
ture, and returned to his camp. At . the fame time the vizier, 
with his followers, lejft the palace, and the royal guards were 
readmitted to their Aations. 

Ferokhfere, though thus diirefpedlfuUy treated by his minifters, 
who, it was eafy to jjerceive, were not now to be controuled, or,, 
reconciled to* his authority by his condeicenhons, took no means 
to protedt.his per/bn. It is probable, he thought the brothers 
would be consented with the powers of government, and leave 
him the name and pageantry of emperor, and that he had refolved 
to ftruggle no longer for greater privileges of royalty. Seven days 
paired after the interview. On the evening of the feventh, he 
fignifie'd his intentions to hunt in the vicinity of Dhely the follow- 
. ing morning, but laid afide his delign on the receipt of a meflage 
from Koottub al Moolk, that the ameer al amra had fixed on the 
next, as a lucky day, to deliver up the captive prince he had 
brought from Dekkan, and to receive his audience of difmilfion 
to his goveiinmcnt. It has been laid, the brothers had information 

that Ferokhfere’s wi£h to hunt was only a pretence to favour his 

efcape 


AURUNGZEBE’* SUCCESSORS. 


efcape from their hands, and that he had refolved to fly to Ma¬ 
haraja ]cy Singf but this does not appear probable, as he had 
fufFered ib many days to elapie without attempting* to quit the 
palace, which he could have more eaflly effeAed in difguife, and 
unattended, than with his ufual fuite and cumbrous train of majefty. 

On the morning of the lixtecnth of February, Koottub al 
Moolk, attended by Maharaja Ajeet Sing, fome confidential de¬ 
pendants and guar^, came to the citadel, and were allowed as 
bdfbrc to difmifs the royal garrilbn, and fqpply their pofts with their 
own. The ameer al atnra then difpatched his troops to occupy the 
avenues to the palace, and about three in the afternoon came in 
great pomp through the city, carrying in his train, upon an ele¬ 
phant in a covered 'ambaree, the pretended captive prince; but 
he did not proceed to the palace, alighting at the pavilion of 
Shaifteh Khan, fome diftance from it; where he remained. The 
vi2ier and Ajeet Sing’now introduced themlelves to the emperor, and 
demanded certain conceiUons arid appointments for themfelves and 
ftiends. Kootmb al M00I& in angry t^rms fet ibrth, that in return 
for the lervices performed by himfelf and his brother, they had 
met with only ill-founded jealou^es, and treacherous attempts upon 
their lives j of which the royal orders to Daood Khan and others 
to opppfe them were clear yvooft j that th^y could not any longer 
fubmit to his authority, unlefs they had fecurity for their perfdnal 
fafety, by all the ofikes of the palace being committed to the hands 
of their own friends, upon which tibey muft infift. Fcrdkhferc, 
notwithftanding he faw himfelf entirely in the power of his enemies,, 
deflred they would wait till tlie approaching feftival, when their 
requefts fhould be complied with; which the vizier refufed, and 
Rukkun ad Dowlah attempting to pacify his anger, was ordered in ' 
opprobrious terms to quit the citadel. This he did in the greateft 
confufion, and was conveyed to his own hook in the palanquin of 

Imtekuz 


* A canopied feat, 


. • 

Imteauz |aia!a;^ziQi ySEih^ his' own, through &u of being tnoleft. 
ed by, the' ^ttdky»e now retreated h? the apartments 

wh^', he helped would hot be violated by the 
rebels. K%ht was advanc^ and day, like the fallen flar of the 
eniperori^ Ihnk in 'darkne^. Tlie' gateii of the cltadd were clofed 
upon his fiiends. The. vizier and Ajeet Sii^ remained • within. 
This night was dreadful to the inhabftahts, of the bity.^ No one 
knew what was palShg in the f&lace, and-the tipops^^of the an\eer 
al amra, with t^ thouiknd MhArbttas, renkmed'tmd^r arms. .Early 
in the morning, a rutnow took .place ‘ that {he vizier liad been 
killed by ^eet Sing, ^who had refolved to pibteiS^ die emperor, 
his ion in lawj upon whidh feveral noBlemeti prepared to r^ 
againit the atheer a| amrisii^ ^diis time a quarrel had happened 
between fome Midlers dt Khan'1Jtit<hjm a'tiirty ofMhhrattas, 
and while e«]jghg|^ ti^ttaidbf Mahftmn^ Amri^|Chan, 

who'was ctwahig itAiteCir*'si Vuxtra, appearing, wa;s miliaken 

by the Six an enei^» '.Mdfi f^ck tbtm With a pankr, 

and the^ 'ehd^i^ittrciilt to fly otit Of the dty* The populace 
tacked. mem, ^nd kilied db^ -fl^een ehr^ chiefs 

of note. So girdh War titoir thkt quift^ their 

horfes,*. and fought dwlter in h ottra i yh eng tfa^ Were plundered. 
Mahammud Ameed' ipi^ fepaintd m'^tbe 'ameer Zl amra, and 
culpzted himfelf Atom paufldg't^ di&zBer* Ohazee ad Dien'lCMiv 
SZdaut Khan, his fbns, ^kl‘'bther noldOZ, 'had now draWn out flheir 
dependants againft 'the rebels In quarter cf"'the city, and in 
another,^ Munnowet flve' thoufand men fbr 

the fkme {»up(^; di l)chkb|m amfas Were alfo 

rea^v^ m^i^i^ps m'anoihei^part.’j^Tlfiii'feertds of the am«r 
al imra, aTarn^ at fho mhiOur c^lhis brother’s death, and the 
fCght of the in a ^wa^ring ftate, and ready to 

mak^ihtar'e&i^ 'uh^'^eircoOmg^^ revived by intelligence of 

Was foon f|)read abtoad, and>the emperor's 
,Voi.» IL * ' : ^ X ‘ ^ fervants 
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icrvants were diiper£ed with little bloodihed or reiiftance. It was 
now confirmed that FerokhTere had been taken prifonef; and the 
■ nobut annoanced to the people from the walls of the citadel, the 
acceibon of Rufreh al Dkjaurt to the throne, which appeafed the 
tumult, and order was in great meafure reftored. Many houfes 
however were plundered, and the royal frables burned, during the 
difrurbance. 

f 

< 

,' It is faid, that Koottub al Moolk repeatedly requefted Ferokh* 
fere to quit the priyate apartments, and deligned to leave him in 
pofleflion of the throne, if he would confent to certain reftri^ons; 
but the emperor would not trufr his perfon from the haram. 
While arguments were canying oh between him and the vizier, 
the tumult began without 4bc ciQr, and Koottub al Moolk receiv¬ 
ed information from his brother, that no time was to be loft, as 
there was danger of a general revolt of their friends and the 
people. Reduced to extremi^, he commanded fome Aighauns 
to friree the doors, under the conduA of hi^ brother Nudjum ad 
Dien, who having efteded it, though bravely relifted ]by the 
Georgian, Ethiopian, and 'Tnrj|dlh w<»nen-atteh^ts, entered the 
ladies’ apartments. After l|iui^ fearch, he found the emperor, 
furrounded by his mother, wife, daughter, and other princelTes, 
who ‘entreated for his iafety; Iwt, at fiich a time, in vain. He 
was forced from among them in the moft injurious manner, and 
immediately confined in a dark chamber, over one of the gates of 
the palace. Rulfeh ai Dirjaut, the fon of Rufteh al Kudder, 
youngeft fon of Shaw Aulmh, was then taken from among the 
confined princes, and feated on the throne, wi& the tide of '’Abou 
Berkaut Shumfe* ad Dien Mahummud. His accelfion was odt 

. nouiice'd 

• Band of Mufic, 

^ Son of divine favour, Sun of the rdigion of Mahummud. 

» 


nounced by the found of the nobut and firing of cannon, and m a 
few hour» order and qUiet were reftored to the ca|»tal. Excluding 
the reign of fehaund^ Shaw, which by ibme ia added to that of 
Ferofchiere, ne >on the throne of lEndooftan fix years, finir 
months, and a few days, according to lunar computation. 


X« 
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ABOU berkaut ruffeh al dirjaut. 
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jt^PON Ac acceiCon of Ac new emperor, who was yet in his 
minority, it was agreed, Aat Koottub«al Moolk Aould refide in 
Ae palace; whiA he filled wiA h& own dependants and relations, 
removing even v Ae eunuchs and oAer domefiioks for Aofe of his 
own choice. At Ac firft public divan a firmaun was illhed, at 
the requeft of Maharaja Ajeet Sing and Ruttun Chund, to annul 
Ae captation tax on unbelievers, and orders were lent to the dif< 
jirovinces confirming Ae governors and officers in pollefiion 
of Aeir pofis. Rukkun ad Dowlah was put under flridt confine¬ 
ment, his Artune confilcated, and proclamation 'made for the dif- 
covery of his efJcA, as it was ibppofed ’he had.fecreted great 
fums and valuable jewels given hi A by“ Perokhfcre among his 
friends. Severe tortua^ were .alA infivSted upon, his perfpn, to 
compel a difclofure of his wealA. The jaghires and property of 
all the dependants of Ae late emperor were 'fCteed, e^edptihg thole 
of the ranny his queen, daughter to Ajeet Sing, at Whole requelt 
^ey were fpared, and Ac was allowed to return (o her fiiAer. 
The • walla Aawee munfubdars and cavalry,- many of whom had 
ferved long wiAout pay in hope of obtainifig jaghires, and Aole 
who had an allowance but were greatly in arrears, were dilbanded 
Without receiving any part ; and orders ifiued, Aat foch of Acm 
as chofc it, might enter the lervdce of Ac ameer al amraj^ at fifty 
rupees per month for each horfeman. IV^ummud Ameen Khan 

’ . was 

* A corps railed before Ferokhllere's acceffiion to the empiit^ by that prince. 
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was appointed fecond* and Muzzuffir Khan* third bukhihi. Though 
Nizam al Moolk, regarding the uncertainty of the times, wiflied 
to retire, he was prevailed upon to accept the Ibubahdary of Malwa. 
SirbuUund K%d» had inarched towards Cabul, but had halted 
about thirty' miles from Dhely to watch the turn of events, was 
recalled to court, and received a freih inveftiture in his govern¬ 
ment; after which he proceeded. Mahummud Reza was made 
chief cauzee, and Ameer Khan, an old nobleman of Aulumgeer’s 
reign, appointed * ftiddur al fuddoor; but all the aiiairs of revenue 
and juftice were in fad only the deputies of Raja Ruttun Chund. 
No alteration was made in the arrangements of the provinces, 1^ 
it -ftiould occafion difcontent and conftifion* of which little had yet 
occurred at any diftance frx}m the capital. 

The death of Ferokhfrre is related in two dif&rent- modes, 
bofti of which ihall be given, leaving the troth fx frdieheofr on their 
authors. '■ • 

# V 

It has been conftdendy laid by many credible perftms, that the 
brothers, without inAiding any perfonal injury, committed him to 
the care of an Afghaun ^>fficer in a gateway of the palace. Ferokh- 
fere one-night left his ch^ber,, while his keeper was aAcep, in¬ 
tending to let himfelf down from the hattlements of the citadel, 
by his turban and veftbandj hut was foon difcovered by the wary 
Afghaun, who forced him -with blows from.- the terrace i which 
difgrace.fo afteded the unKap|^‘prince, that he beat his head with 
fuch force againft t^P .walls of hi$ prifon ^ to fradure his ikuU, 
and he died immediately. .. .. 

I 

Mahummud Aflium relates the following account* which is 
friven in ownwords. 

. . ■ « The 

« 

* An office fomewbat fimilar to chief juftice. The intendancy of charity lands, 
and penfions to the leamed and i^ig^ous, were aUb under ita contropl. 
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“ The wretched emperor was con^ned nearly two months in 
** a dark chamber, enduring various •calamities. A hot iron was 
** drawn over his, but it did not wholly deftfby his fight. 
** Still anxious for liberty, he fent repeated meflages to the fyede, 
“ Pegging mercy and Melioration to his throne; olFering to a£l in 
“ all affairs agreeably to their pleafure. Sometimes he flattered 
** his keeper, Abdoolla Khan Afghaun, promifing him the greateft 
** rewards if he .would condud him* to Maharaja Jey Sing; of 
vvhich the Afghaun informing hiS employers, they became fear- 
**^fiil of his cfcapc, and refolved upon hi# death. Poifon vras 
twice mingled in his vidluals ijrithoutfeffedt but being adminif- 
" tered a third time, he w 4 s tibrdwn into violent agonies, and 
“ continued foag in tortare. During his pangs he invoked curfes 
** on his murderers,, and called on God, whofe name had witnefled 
“ the treaty he had made with them, to avenge his caufe by in- 
“ ftant punilhment. The brothers, upon this, ordered his death 
to be hallened with the boilv-lltin^, but it was with difficulty the 
** execittionefs cohld place it round his neck, as he feized it with 
“ his hands, and thdy were obliged to beat them with clubs, fo 
' that he was put to great pain before he expired. It was re- 
** ported, that he was allb mangled with iabres; but the author 
has heard this contradifled by the executioners themfelves^ who 
“ reflated the above particulars to him with tears of compundlion. 
“ Tha evetung of the day followings d» body was c^ried for in;. 
V terment to the tomb df * Hoomaiotm. Tl^ populace attended 
" the proceflion in crowds, cuffing the fyeds, and lamenting 
Ferokhfere, who was much belov^ by.',the.paeancr fort for his 
** great charities towards them. They infulted the officers who 
“ conduced the funeral' by abufive vrQrdb,^pdting them with Hones 
and filth; nor would any one receive from them the alms 
** offered as ufual on fuch occafions. On the third dai|!^ after the' 
burial, all the poor of the city repaired to the tetrace efn which 

* ' ** the 


* Father ^ the «»peror Akber. 
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** the corpie had been washed* to renewr their mournings ^ and 
having tub£:ribe^ to procure *molowees and buy " victuals, con- 
** tinned lam&>ting. and praying all night till the dawn of mom- 
** ing." Thus far fays Mahummud Aflium. But furely the divine 
vengeance was fhewn in the misfortunes and death of Ferokh- 
, fere» fsr he had infhded thofo cruelties on others which he now 
tailed of himfelf. As for the fyeds they fhortly Itlfb, received re¬ 
tribution for their a&ions. * 

The brothers, now po0efled abfolute authority and tlie inil 
perial treafures* a£ted as they bought proper. They -divided 
money, jewels, elephadts, horfes, and rich plate between them; 
and Koottub al Moolk, who was much addided to women, feized 
feveral ladies of the royal haram Ifor his own ufe. 'The new 
emperor was bus a child, and no more than a pageant > but he 
did not long furvive his exaltation, dymg of a confumption, afipr 
a nominal reign of four months and a few da^ ^ being fucceeded 
by his younger brother Rudeh ad Dowlah.^ 


RUFFEH 


• Profeflbrt o£ divinity, or twchen, 

* At die &reah, dr thifd day after the interment of a oorjpft^ the laja^ons 

and friends the decesfed meet to pny for the of the foul, when 

vidhials zrt diftributed to dl comera and the poor. Thb cereoumy i$.alfo 
renewed every aoniver&iy of the death. 
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Immediately on the acceffion of*^ RufTeh ad»Dowlah, a re¬ 
bellion broke out at Agra. The governor of this citadel, willing 
to ‘take advantage of the troubles of the Hate, fupported by his 
garrifon and fome munll^bdars of the province, proclaimed as em¬ 
peror fultan Nckoofeer, fon of Akber, youngeft fon of Aulumgeer, 
hoping that he Ihould fpcedily be joined by Maharaja Jey Sing, 
other nobles, immied to the* fyeds. The brothers, upon re¬ 
ceiving intelligence of this commotion, marched with Ruffeh ad 
Dowlah from Dhely widiout delay, and reached Agra before the 
governor could receive any important alHfljmcc. He held out the 
citadel for (bme days, in hopes of fuccour; but, finding ^at a 
plot was laid by his own troops to deliver him dp to his enemy, 
he put himfelf to death, and the place wa? given up to the mi n i f - 
ters, who puniihed a fr w of. the officers with death, an{l remanded 
Nekoofeer to his confinement. Soon after this, Ruffeh ad Dowlah 
was taken ill, and lieing paft hopes of .recovery, Nudjum Ali 
Khan was difpatchcd to Dhely to bring down one of the confined 
princes to fucceed him. He fixed upon ftoofhun Akhter, the Ion 
of Jehaun ShaW, fon of Shaw Aulum, cldeft furviving fon of Au- 
rungzebe, who, with his mother, had been confined fince the 
death of his frithcr and -acceffion of Jehaundaf Shaw. Ruffeh 
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ad Dowlah died before his arrival, 'after a reign of only three 
months. • This event was kept fccret for fome days in the camp, 
to prevent diforder, till the arrival of * Roolhun Akhter j when 
the royal corpfe was fent in great funeral pomp to Dhely, where 
it was interred in the mauibleum of Koottub ad Dien, near his 
brother and predeceflbr Abou Berkaut. 


» Of brilliant ftar. 
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RoOSHUN Akhter arrived in the camp at Futtehpore on the 
A. D. 1720, eleventh of Zeekaud; and on the ^fteenth of the fame month, 
• about eight in the morning, being the ftdedted fortunate hour, 

added fplendour to the throne of Hindooftan by his aufpicious 
acceflion. He took the title of “Abou Futteh Naffir ad Dien 
Mahummud Shaw. He was at this time in his feventeenth year. 

■ Navob Koodlia, his mother, followed him from Dhely, and being 
a woman of great }udgment and good fenfe, did not negled a 
regard to the circumftances of the times, but devotedfher attention 
to acquire ti)e confidence of the brothers in. all affairs. The de¬ 
pendants of her late hufband Jehaun Shavy would have gone to 
meet her, but fhe forbad them, and commarided that no one 
Ihould approach the door of her apartments to pi'efent oficrings, 
being refolved to remove every caufe of jdaloufy from the fyeds. 
^ Fifteen thoufand rupees per menfem were allotted for the expenfes 
©f her houfehold. The emperor was furrounded by the depend¬ 
ants of the vizier and ameer al amra, without whole aflent he did 
not even move from the camp to take the air; and by the inflruc- 
tion t)f his mother, he ftudied wholly the pleafure of his minifters, 
who*condu<aed.the aftairs of the empire with abfolute fway. 

As the brothers were not fatisfied with the conduct of Jub- 
bcleh Ram Natjgir, governor of Aleabad, who had fliewn them 

difrefpedlj 

* Father of viiloiy, dumpion of rreJigion. 

^ About fifteen hundred }>ounds ftcrling. 
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difrefpedl, the ameer <il amVa prepared to march to that quarter, but 
fuddenly received intelligence of his death, upon which he impru¬ 
dently obferved. It was to be regretted that his head had not 
been feen by the people on the point of a fpear. This fpeech 
coming to the ears of Gheerdhit, nephew to the dcceafed, he re- 
folved not to fubmit to the authority of the fyeds, collected troops, 
and affumed independance in his province. Upon this, the ameer 
al anira moved the royal camp towards Agra, ordered a bridge of 
boats to be tlirownover the Jumna, and, giving out that he /liquid 
foon follow with the emperor, detached fornc troops sgaliift the 
rebel. About* this time Meex Jumlah was appointed fuddur al 
fuddoor; but the povVers of this office, as of every other, were 
controulcd by Ruttun Chund; infomuch that he even conftituted 
the judges of the Mahummedan law in the provinces. It is faid, 
that one day, taking fome perfons to be introduced as cauzees to 
Koottub al Moolk, the vizier, laughing, obferved, that he ap¬ 
pointed muflulmaun divines, though a Hindex) upon which one 
of his companions wittily remarked, that the raja, having hap¬ 
pily fettled his temppral concerns, had turned his attention to 
Ijiiritual affairs’. 

Gheerdhir, 'alarmed at the threatened march of the ameer al 
amra, fent petitions to tourt, offering to evacuate the fort of Ale- 
abad, if the’ minifters would fend Raja Ruttun Chund to affure 
him of their friendfhip, and appoint him to another government. 
His requeft was complied with, and the foubahdary of Oude was 
conferred upon him, witli promotion to a higher rank. This in¬ 
dulgence was confidered as a proof of - weaknefs in the minifters 
by the provincial governors, who now began to relax in their obe¬ 
dience. It was alfo rumoured abroad, that the brothers had dif¬ 
fered concerning* the divifion of plunder in the citadel of Agra, 
which occafioned miftruft and jealoufy among their (jependants. 


Y 2 • 


Nizam 


172 


AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS. 


Nizam al Moolk, who had beea appointed fbubahdar of Malwa* 
had by h*is vigour and abilities reftored that province to a flourifhing 
lituationj but the reputation he acquired rendered him an objeft 
of jealoufy to the brothers, who wiflied to remove him to another 
quarter, lefs favourable to his intereft than the frontier of Dekkan, 
where he had great influence with the Mharattas. ' I’hey offered 
him the choice of four other foubahs, under pretence that the 
ameer al amra wiflied to rclide in, Malwa, as from its vicinity he 
could better watch the affairs of his government of Dekkan ; but 
Nizam al Moolk, not wifliing to quit his poft, excufed himfelf, 
and prepared to refifl the demand ,by adding to his force. It is 
faid alfo, that he had the boldnefs to conclude a letter to the vizier 
with this verfe: ** I am not ungrateful, I can fwear with truth j 
" I am not like you, I can fwear with truth.” Upon reading thisj 
the fyeds were enraged, and fending for the agent of Nizam al 
Moolk, imprudently .treated him with infult, and fpoke of hh 
employer in opprpbrlous language. 

Nizam al Moolk, upon information of the behaviour of the fyeds, 
refolved to tlirow off his obedience to their authority, and feek an 
independant power in Dekkan. To this he looked with greater 
hopes of fuccefs, as Mahummud Arneen, and other Tooraunee 
nobles, at court, had affured him they were weary of the pride and 
haughtinefs of the ufurpers, and would try every means to ruin 
them, which wohld cafily be effedted if they could be feparated, 
and mofl probably his invading Dekkan would draw the ameer al 
amra to that quarter. They fent him alfo a private note from 
the emperor, exprefling his encouragement of any plan to extricate 
him from the hands of the vizier and ameer al amra, and appoint¬ 
ing him to the nizamut of all Dekkan. Nizam al Moolk began 
his march from Malwa, and intelligence of it foon reached the 
D. i;2o. brothers, who,difpatchcd Dillawer Ali Khan at the head of a con- 
fiderable army in purfuit. About this time advices were received 

of 
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of the fuccefs of Abd al Summud Khan, foubahdar of Lahore, 
againil the rebellious Afghauns, who had raifed a dangerous infur-^ 
redlion in that province. 

/ 

Nizam al Moolk, having crolled the Nerbudda, prevailed on 
the governor of * Afere to put him in pofleffion of that very im¬ 
portant fortrefs, for a large fum of money; and he was equally for¬ 
tunate in obtaining the citadel gf Boorahanpore on the fame terms. 
He was alfo joined by his relation Eiwuz Khan, foubahdai- of Berar, 
a general of reputation, and his whole army. Runna, a Mh’a- 
ratta chief inimical to Raja 5 ah 6 o, entered his fervice with two 
thoufand horfe, and many zemindars flocked to his ftandard i as • 
did alfo Anwer Khan, governor of Boorahanpore. At this time the 
mother of Syef ad Di|/a Khan, a near relation of the ameer al amra, 
who was on the road to Boorahanpore, fearful of ill ufage, fent 
her jewels to Nizam al Moolk, who would not accept them; but 
treated her meflenger refpedlfully, and gave ’ her an efcort of two 
hundred horfe to condud: her to the army of Dillawer Ali Khan; 
which action procured him great credit. The ameer al amra,^ 
receiving advice of his .rapid progrefs, prepared to march in perfon 
againft hinr, though Raja Ruttun Chund and other friends advifed 
peace, and that he fhould yield the foubahdary of Dekkan to him, 
as a favour from the efnperor. About this time advice arrived of 
a dangerous tumult having happened in Kalhmeer, between the 
muflhlmauns and Hindoos, owing to fbme religious difputes, in 
which the greated cruelties were committed on both fides. 

This difagreestble intelligence was quickly followed by fome, 
ftill more unwelcome to the brothers, of the defeat and death of 
■ Dillawer Ali Khan, with little lofs to Nizam al Moolk, who was 
marching rapidly towards Aurungabad. Koottub al Moolk and 

• the 
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• Once the capital of the kingdom of Khandeflie, reduced by Akbcr, It is 
now in polleffion of Sindia, a Mharatta chief* 
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the ameer al amra now became irrefolute, and diflraxSted in their 
councils ; one time giving out that they would both march-with the 
emperor to Dekkan •, at another, refolving to offer terms; and tlien 
again determined on war. The ameer al amra would have taken off 
Mahummud Amecn Khan, whom he fufpeded of treachery, but 
this the vizier would not allow. Amid thefe alarms, on Friday 
the twenty fecond of Ramzaun, occurred at Agra a dreadful eartli- 
quake. It continued at intervals :(br many days, during which 
num'erous buildings were thrown down, and maJiy people killed. 
It'^was "accompanied with a rumbling noife in the earth, that filled 
the hearts of men with fear, and tlje fuperftitious regarded it as 
• the forerunner of downfall to ■ the miniftcre, who alfo were not 
unaffected with this belief. 


% 

In the month of Zeckaud it was refolved, that the emperor, 
with Koottub al Moolk, fhould march to Dhely, and the ameer 
al amra to Dekkans but this plan was delayed, owing to the 
jcaloufies which tlie latter had of the Tooraunee nobles, particu- 
-.larly Mahummnd Ameen Khan; who, fufpeCling treachery, had 
fortified himfelf in his quarters; but this ^obffacle ‘was at length 
overcome, and a new treaty of friendfhip concluded. 

• 

The fugitives, to the amount of fome thoufands, who had 
efcaped from the field on the defeat of Dillawer AU Khan, joined 
themfclves with Aulum Ali Khan at Aurungabad, who had march¬ 
ed from that city with an army of five and twenty thoufan’d horfe 
to oppofe Niza' A al Moolk. Twelve thoufiind of this force were 
Mharattas, w'hom he detached to harafs tiie enemy’s army, by lay¬ 
ing wafte the country, and cutting off his fupplies. Nizam al 
Moolk, having fent his heavy baggage and women to Afere, be-, 
gan his march from Booralianpore, croffed the Pdorna with great 
expedition, and pitched his camp at Ballapore, w'here he refolved 
to wait and give battle. He was now equally fuccefsful as before; 
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Auhmi Ali Khan was defeated and flain, and his death left the 
iiizam wifliout a rival in Dekkan. 

The grief and diforder which the intelligence of this misfortune 
occafioned to the brothers, is not to be expreffed, efpecially the 
ameer al arara, whofe wives and family were in Dekkan 5 but he 
was relieved fliortly from his fears for their fafety. The governor 
of Dowlutabad, though he had fuffered great injuries from l^m, 
had the generofity to admit them into the fortrefs, where he fbewc^i 
them attention and refpe(it. News arrived that Mubariz Khan, 
gov^ernor of ffyderabad, had joined Nizam al Moolk with feven 
thoufand horfe. 

After much deliberation, it was agreed that Koottub al Moolk 
fliould remain at Dhely, and the ameer al amra move with the 
emperor to Dekkan; accordingly the former, having taken leave, 
proceeded towards the capital, and the imperial army purlued the 
route to Dekkan. 

• 9 

The ufurpations of the fyeds had long been regarded with dtf- 

guft by the' nobility, who in general wiflied their deftrudlion. 

Mahummud Ameen Khan, who converfed in the Turkith language 

with the emperor, had gained his aflent to the plans of Nizam al 

Moolk, and had refolved if poffible to procure the affaffination of 

the ameer al amra. He communicated his intentions toSaaudut A. D. i;ic 
» 

Khan, the fojedaur of Biauna, and Hyder Khan. It was agreed 
to caft lots who Ihould flrike the blow, and the chance fell upon 
the latter. On the” fourth or fifth day’s, march from Agra, juft 
as the emperor had entered his tents, Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
pretending illncfs, ^took a fudden leave, and communicated the plot 
to Hyder Koolli Khan, commander of the royal artillery, who 

agreed 

» Afterwards navoh of Oude, and great grandfather to tlie prefent vi/.ier, . 

\foph ad Dowlah. 
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agreed to fupport him with all his force. He had before gained 
over feveral other chiefs to aflill in defending the empctor and his 
friends, Ihould the followers of the ameer al amra Afe to revenge 
his afTafTmation. 

The" ameer al amra, having conducted the emperor to his 
tents, had taken leave, and was proceeding to his own quarter in a 
pajanquin. He had reached the gate of the ’kullaul bar, when 
Hyder Khan appeared, holding a petition, and crying aloud for 
jufticc on Mahummud Ameen Khan. .The attendants would have 
driven him away, but the ameer al amra commanded them to let 
him approach, which he did, and prefented the paper. While he 
was engaged in reading it, Hyder Khan drew his dagger and 
plunged it into his fide. The ameer al amra ftruck the aflaflin a 
violent blow with his foot, at the fame inftant crying out, “ Put 
the emperor to death.” The (hock of his motion overfet the 
palanquin, and 4 re fell dead on the ground. A hundred fwords 
were drawn in an infiant, and the daring aflaflin was cut in pieces j 
but a band of Moguls who had been placed ready, by Mahummud 
Ameen Khan, now approaching, diiperfed the attendants, and, 
cutting olF the head of the ameer al amra, carried it tc> the emperor, 

Ghyrut Khan, nephew to the deceafed, refolvpd to revenge 
his death ; and collefting what troops he could in the confufion, 
marched towards the emperor’s encampment; but Mahummud 
Ameen Khan, Saaudut Khan, and other -nobles, had placed Ma¬ 
hummud Shaw upon an elephant at the head of their forces, and 
drawn out the royal artillery. A fmart Ikirmifli however enfued, 
in w'hich Ghyrut Khan being killed, the dependants of the ameer 
al amra fell into confufion, and were foon dllperfed. His tents 
were given up to the plunder of the camp followers, who in an 

• inftant 
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inftant levelled thpm with the ground, fet them on ^e, and feized 
upon the riches they contained. 

After this victory, Hyder Koolli Khan fent offers of pardon and 
encouragement to Mohyikkum Sing, dewan to the ameer al amra, 

which he accepted, kuttun Chut\d had the fame from Mahum- 

* 

mud Ameen Khan; but fearful for his life, he wrote a- note to 
inform Koottub aj Moolk of what had happened, and then trying 
to make his efcape, was feized by the populace, who hated Wm 
for his pride and cruelty. After being feverely beaten, he was 
carried to Mahummud Ameen Khan, and put in confinement. 
Several other dependants alfo fuffered, and many joined the em¬ 
peror’s party • on alTurances of protedtion. ' Mahummud Ameen 
‘ Khan was now appointed vizier, with the title of ' Eatimaud ad 
Dowlah; and Khan DoWraun ameer al amra, with the title of 
*■ Sumfam ad Dowlah. Their relations and dependants were ad¬ 
vanced to honours and high ftations; and all ^ who had aflifted in 
the defence of the emperor were rewarded by* the royal favour. 
Eatimaud ad Dowlah fent off tlie bodies of the ameer al amra, 
Ghyrut Khan^ and o^ers, his relations flain in the jfkirmifh, in* 
great funeral pomp, to be interred at Ajmere.in the tomb of their 
anceftors. HoW forcible do the words of. the poet appear, when 
we refledl upon the.above events! ** This world, my fen, is not 
’ ** eternal, therefore expert not coaftancy from its fmiles; (jven the 
power of Solomon p^bd away. •‘'"Happy is he who leaves behind 
him* the reputation of.juftice -and merfy.” Thefe qualities.were 
fully poflefled by the l^mecr al amra. His condud to Ferokhfere 
and his favourites, was from the neceflity of felf-prefervation; and 
who will not guard his own life and honour at the expenfe of thole 
. who feek to deftroy them? We have never heard of any ftatel- 
man v*’illingly fefigning them, even among the chofen pf God and 
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the prophets.^ How could fuch eminent perfonages as KoOttub at 
Moolk and the ameer al amra. fubmit their lives and honours to 
Ferokhfere. after the important fervices they had yielded him* ta 
raife the confequence of iUch wretched favourites as Meer Jumlah 
and Rukkun ad Dowlah, who were infemoog for their vices ? 

* 

Koottub al Moolk was arrived within forty cofs of Dhely when 
a camel courier brought him intelligence of his brother’s alTaffin- 
atlop,. in a confufed note from Ruttun Chund. His eyes were 
dfowned in IbrroWf and life to him now appeared irkfome. Seeing, 
however, no remedy but patience; he- reiblved to proceed to Dhely 
without delay. Sbme.cf his friends advifed ■ him to march imme¬ 
diately againft the emperor, who probably was yet but weak, and 
not joined by the troops of the ameer al amra; but he refufed this 
counfcl, tUnking it hazardous to oppofe Mahummnd Shaw, unlefs 
fupported by a rival from-the defeendants of Timur. He* thought 
it moft prudent to rqturn to the capital, fet another prince on the 
throne, frrengtbetf his intereft by making friends among the old 
nobles refident in the city, and coUebtirig more troops. He accord- 
‘ angly proceeded by forced marches, but in fuch diforder, that the 
villagers and band^i plundered bis baggage, and fuch -perfons as 
could not keep up with his main. body. One.day, the officer who 
guarded his advanced tents was cut to pieces with his efcort, and 
a confiderable caravan bringing fupplies was plundered in a village, 
only three miles from his army. The farmers turned out the 
m-anagers ctf the fyeds’ jaghires, and pofTeffed thcmfelves of their 
rents and effeits. Koottub al Moolk had lent an exprefs to his 
brother Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan, governor a)f Dhely, . com¬ 
manding him to place one of the confined princes on the throne, 
and endeavouf to preferve quiet in the city by contradidling the 
report of the aflaffination, and to levy troops. Nifdjum ad Dien,. 
upon receipt of the order, gave put • that Eatin^ud ad Dowlah was 
killed, and font a force to furround his houfe, and keep his family 

. prifqners; 
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prifoncrs i but they found it well guarded* by trully dependants* 

who would not fubmit to injury. Notwithftanding his afflidion, 

l^^udjum ad Diten made the uAial procefilon on the * eed of ^icriiice* 

and upon his return from it* fent to offer the throne to the Tons of 

Jehaundar Shaw* but neither would .accept it* He did the fame to 

fultan Nekofeer, but he declined it: when the offer was embraced 

• ^ ■« 

by fultan Ibrahim* fon of Ruffeh al Kudder* and gfandfon of Shaw 
Aulum. 

. On the eleventh of Zeehudje* fultan Ibrahim afeended Ahe A.D. »72< 

throne with the ufual ceitmonies. He was vilited on the fecond 

• • 

day after by Koottub «d Moolk, who prevailed on the nobility at 

the capital to accept offices under him* and advanced them large 

fums of money to levy troops. He entertained every perfon who 

could bring a horfe and arms, at ** eighty rupeUs per month, with- 

OMt diffin(^on of good or bad, which however occailoned much 

iil^uff to his veterans apd thofe who were well mounted. In a few 

days he had a promifeuous army of eighty thouiand horfe, but the 

greater part ill presided'; and it is faid, he advanced .more than a 

' corore of rupiUes on this occaiion. Afeny of the nobles of Ferokh-.* 

fere’s reign were employed, and among them Rukkun ad Dowlah. 

rhey received his money, and deferred him almofl immediately. 

« 

On the feventeenth of the* month Koottub al Moolk accopapanied 
fultan Ibrahim, in as great pomp as the fhortnefs of preparation 
would'allow, from Dhely, and pitched his camp near the * Eedgaeh 
not Sir from the city. Here he was joined by Gholaum Ali Khan 
ind two other chiefs, who had efcaped from the emperor’s camp. 

As it was reported that Mahummud Shaw was advancing to the 

Z 2 capital 
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capital by the way of “Raajepootana, Koottub al Moolk made his 
third day’s halt at the tomb of Koottub ad Dien j but haieing intel¬ 
ligence of an alteration in the royal route", he moved to Feridabad. 
He was joined daily by numerous bands of fyeds from Barreh, feveral 
Afghaun chiefs and principal zemindars, alto by many dependants 
of his deceafed brother, who defcrted Mahummud Shaw after hav¬ 
ing received fums of money in advance and other fevours. Choor- 
amun, Yaja of the Jauts, came to pifer his fervices, and "prefented 
thre'e elephants and feveral camels, which he had plundered from 
A. D. 1721. tht imperial army. On the ninth of Mohirrim, Mahummud Shaw 
marched from Shawpore, where h® h^ad waited fcveral days in 
hopes of being joined by Abd al Summud Khan and Maharaja Jey 
Sing, but they did not arrive. The latter fent his dewan with four 
thoufand horfe ; and Mahummud Khan Bunguih,- with other Rohilla 
chiefs and their dejlfendants, joined the royal army. 

On the ninth an 4 tenth both armies moved in order of battle, 
but did not comS to adtion, though feveral ikirmiihes happened 
between detached parties, and Chooramun attempted, but in vain, 
‘to capture the royal magazine and tlie bullocks of the artillery then 
grazing near the camp. Hyder Koolli Khan, * meer atuflj, com¬ 
manded Mahummud Shaw’s advanced line, Saaudut Khan and 
Mahummud Khan Bungulh tlw right, and Sumfam ad Dowlah the 
left wing. Eatimaud ad Dowlah took poll with the emperor in the, 
center. Meer Jumlah was entrufted with the baggage of the army, 
and Affud Ali Khan protedted the haram. The artillery was lla- 
tioned in the front of the army, and behind it the w ar elephants 
in flrong armour, with malfy chains to wield with.thcir trunks. 

•l^ttub al Moolk, having marched from HoulTunpore, pitched 
his camp within three cofs of the imperial army; and on the 
twelfth formed his order of battle,, but in much confiifion, owing 

to 
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to the irregular dH^iitions of the lyeds of Barreh, all eager for pre- 
eminenee. At length Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan took the com¬ 
mand of the advanced* line, Koottub al Moolk with fultan Ibrahim 
took poft in the center, but there was no regular commanders of 
the wings. ' The night of the thirteenth was pafied under arms; 
and in the morning, Mahumrnud Shaw having commanded the 
head of Kuttun Chund to be ftruck off and thrown under his ele- 
phant, as a lucky omen, advanced to give battle. A cannonade 
was kept up the whole day, when towards evening, the ad^nced 
line of the rebels was put to flight and the imperialifts took poflei|ion 
of their ground, but did*hot_ pufh this advantage farther. Koottub 
al Moolk at funfet ordered a fmall tent to be pitched for his repofe. 
Both armies remained under arms, and the imperial artillery con¬ 
tinued firing all night; which fo incommoded the enemy, that 
many chiefs with their followers fled* and in the morning not more 
than feventeen out of an hundred thoufand horfe remained with 
Koottub al Moolk. He hpwever was yet undaunted, and at day¬ 
light charged the imperialifts. A bloody and long cbnflidl enfued, 
in which the fortune of Mahumrnud Shaw prevailed. Koottub al 
Moolk, deftrted by, all but a few perfbn'al attendants, difmounteS 
from .his. elephant and fought bravely on foot; when he was taken 
prifoner with* his brother Nudjum ad Dien, and carried to the em¬ 
peror. The vidtory was now complete, and the baggage of the 
vanquiflied felf into the hands of l&he conquerors. Sultan Ibrahim, 
who had fled from the held, was taken, and remanded to coiftine- 
ment. The news of the vidlory reached Dhely in the evening of 
the fourteenth, and occafioned joy or grief, according to the Jiopes 
and fears of different interefts. The wellwifhers of the empei'or 
rejoiced, and thofe of Koottub al Moolk were overwhelmed with 
forrow. Of the latter, feveral efcaped with their effedls, and 
others were ihrown into prifon by the cutwal of the city. His 
women, covering their afHi«5lion8 with the veil of patience, would 
not fet their feet without the citadel of modefty; but Abdoolla 
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Khan Kaufee» who had^ been left to prote(^ then^ expended the 

hand of rapine upon their efiefts, and iied with a great^booty to 

his own country* rendering his name odious and acoirfed to pof- 

teri^. Gholaum Ali Khan* nephew to Koottub al Moolk, and 

his adopted fon* Nujjabut Ali Khan, put on difguifeS, hoping to 

efcape, but they were flopped, and taken prifoners on the road. 

« 

Mahummud Shaw, after this decifive and important vi<5lory, 
rewarded the fervices of his nobility and army according to their 
merits, and prepared to march to Dhely. On the nineteenth he 
encamped near the tomb of the holy^ * Nizam ad Dion, where he 
paid his devotions, and conferred his bounties on the attendants and 
pilgrims.. Here he waited two days'for the fortunate inftant to 
make his entry into the capital. Hyder KooUi Khan was pro¬ 
moted to the rank’of feven thoufand, and entrufted with the care 
of Koottub al Moolk. Saaudut Khan was honoured with the •* maeh 
maurattib, and title of Bahadur Jung. On the twenty fecond the 
emperor entered the city in great pomp, upon an elephant moft 
fum^tuoufly caparifoned, and'attended by fevcral bthers in houfings 
of embroidery and cloth of gold. Several travelling' thrones and 
dtlier carriages, richly ornamented with precious flTones, gold, and 
enamel, dazzled the eyes of the beholders. The troops of 'the 
houfehold and thofe of the no^ty were all newly clothed, and 
encreafed.tlic fplendour of the cavalcade. Numbers of beautiful 
horfes, in furniture fet with jewels and enamelled, were led in 
the proceffion, vvliich was fplendid beyond all defeription. Money 
was fcattered in profufion to the populace, whofe acclamations at 
the reftoration of the imperial authority reached th^ heavens. The 
emperor arrived in the palace about eight o’clock, where, his 
inotlicr, Koodiia Begum,, and the other princefles firll made their 

• * offerings, 
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olSerings* 'waving round his head golden bafons fiUed with jewels, 
^nd gol(t and filver coin^, which were afterwards diftributed to the 
poor. After' this ceremony, the nobility and people were per¬ 
mitted to prefent the nuzzers and gifts of congratulation. The 
empire now oUce more enjoyed perfect peace, and the faireft prof- 

peft appeared of a long and glorious reign to Mahummud Shaw. 

• 

• t 

On the laft day of the mondi, Abd al Summud Khan came to 
pay his refpedts at court from his government of Lahore, and was 
received with great favour j alfo Maharaja Jey Sing, and Raja 
Gheerdhir, lb.ubahdar of t)ude}*at the interceffion of the former of 
whom the religious &pitation tax was again repealed, much to the 
latisfadtion of the Hindoos. An addrefs of congratulation, accom¬ 
panied by an offering, arrived from .Nizam al Moolk, who was con¬ 
firmed in the government of Dekkan. A petition, with a large fum 
of money, was received from Moorihud-Koolli Khan, navob of Ben¬ 
gal, who was continued in that foubahdary. • Zakariah Khan was 
appointed governor of Kafhmeer. On the twenty fccond of Rubbi al 
Awul, the emperor marched from Dhely on a hunting excurfion,, 
on which he receivcduntclligence of the dangerous illnels of Eati- 
maud ad Dowlah. This nobleman died on the twenty ninth, after 
having enjoyed the office' of vizier only twenty two days j nor was 
he regretted by the people, to whom he was oppreffive. Intend¬ 
ing to enlarge his palace, he had difpofTefTed feven hundPed fami¬ 
lies in his neighbourhood* of thejr habitations j which, however, 
were reftored upon his deceafe by his fon Kurrimir ad Dien Khan. 
The inEunenfc wealth Eatimaud ad Dowlah had acquired, from the 
confifeations and* plunder of the fyeds and their dependants, was 
given up by the emperor to his heirs. This contradicts the impu¬ 
tation of avarice* too generally laid againft Mahummud Shaw ; for 
at this period the royal treafury was very low, the late minifters 
having Ipoiled it of vafl turns, and even coined into money the 
golden and filver rails of the hall of audience. It was the general 
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ufage of the princes of &e houfe of Timur, to feize the effcfts of 
their deccafed courtiers j .apd they confidered it as generous* to leave 
a fmall part to the heirs. In the cafe of Eatimaud* ad Dowlah, 
whofe’wealth had in fad been plundered from the palace by the 
fyeds, the emperor had a right to refume poffeffion.j but, in 
general, the privilege of confifeation is tyrannical, and difgraceful 
to the royal family; a cuftom, which no judgment or law can vin¬ 
dicate. How unjuft, that a perfon ys^ho had fpent his whole life, 
and -perhaps facrificed it, in the fervice of his king, ftlould, on 
hi& death-bed, fee his wives and children employed in difperfing and 
concealing his property, inftead of cqraforting and alleviating his 
cares by ^onpathy and forrow 1 ' 

I ^ 1 

The death of Eatimaud ad Dowlah was attributed, by the com¬ 
mon people, to the effed of divine judgment, for his condud to 
a celebrated devotee. This man, named Nummodd, preteinded a 
miftion from heaven .to corred the abufes which had crept into 
the muftulmaun religion; and his fuccefs in making votaries was fo 
great, that the minifters were apprcljenfive of a- dangerous infur- 
I'edion. Eatimaud ad Dowlah, during his illnefs, fent guards to 
feize his perfon; but the impoftor had colleded iiis difciples,_and 
refolved to defend himfelf; at the lame time denouficing the ven¬ 
geance of God againft the vizier. . The guards, either alarmed by 
fuperftition, or the numbers of his followers, returned without at- 
tempting to arreft him; and Eatimaud ad Dowlah being juft'then 
feized with the agonies of death, his women, overcome with dread, 
were weak enough to fend a melTenger, with a large fum of 
money, to appeale the wrath of Nummood, and to requeft his 
prayers for the, recovery of their lord. The impoftor, on receiving 
the account of his lituation, cried aloud to his companions that he 
had ftruck an arrow into the heart of an infidel, who would not 
recover: and Eatimaud ad Dowlah dying, the belief of Num- 
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mood’s apoftlefbip was confirmed among the* vulgar more than ever. 
He continued in high reputation during his life, but upon his death, 
his fons quarrelling with a confidential fervant, he difclofed the 
fcheme ofthe impofturc, and the herefy in great meafure ceafed. 

On the twenty fecond of Rubbi al Saunee, Einaiut Oollah Khan 
was appointed to exercife the functions of vizier, but without the 
title j the emperor wifhing to cqnfer the poft upon Nizam al Moolk, 
who was detained in Dekkan by fome commotions in that country. 

The inhabitants of Ajftaere and Guzarat having fent complaints 
to court of the oppreffive conduct of the deputies of Maharaja 
Ajeet Sing, their governor, the emperor removed him from his 
employments, and appointed Hyder Koolli Khan to the former, 
and Muzzuffir Ali, Khan to the latter province. Ajeet Sing, upon 
intelligence of his removal, rofe in rebellion, and took poffeflion of 
the town of Ajmere. Here, having aflembled the chief officers 
of the province, he produced before them the 'imperial firmaun, 
under the lignature’of Mahummud Shaw, conftituting him foubah- 
dar of Guzarat and ^mere during life, which had beenimpru-*’ 
dently given him*by the emperor's mother, on his acceffion to the 
throne, in order to enfure his fidelity, Ihould the fyeds have medi¬ 
tated the depofal of Mahummud Shaw. He difpatched a copy of 
this, with a petition, to the prefence, reprefenting his removal as a 
breach of the royal promife, and a flifgrace, to refill which he 
would hazard his life; but that if his majeily would leave him 
Ajmere, he would willingly refign Guzarat, and return to his 
duty. tJpon receipt of the petition, a council was held, and 
Sumfam ad Dowlah, ameer al amra, confidering the difordered 
ftate of the imperial finances, advifed that Ajeet Sing Ihould be 
indulged with the province of Guzarat, and Ajmere be entrufted 
to a muflulmaun nobleman, as i;: was nearer the capital, and a 
place of great veneration to the faithful. The emjieror and flyder 
VoL. JI. A.a Koolli 
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Koolli Klun were for punifhing the rebel, and Saaudut Khao was 
Tummoned from Agra to command an army againil him^ On his 
arrival, preparations were fct on foot, but owing to the, difagreements 
of the nobles at court, who were unwilling to be under his com** 
mand, and the indolence of the emperor, they went on but flowly. 
In the mean time, intelligence arrived that Muzzuffir Ali Khan, 
ibubahdar of Ajmerc, who, unaUe to proceed to the province 
with his fmall force, had halted till^ he Ihould be joined by Saaudut 
Khan, had been plundered by his troops,, long in arrear, was 
obl’ged to fly, and had returned the coramiflion bf his governfnent 
to the prefencc. Accounts were alfo received that-two of Ajeet 
Sing’s fons had plundered feveral of the royal towns, and that the 
rich city of ‘ Narnoul had been ravaged by their zemindars. 


Sumiam ad Dowlah now relblved to take upon himfelf the 
corre^on bf Ajeet Sing, and fent Ids advanced tents to be pitched 
without the city, and Hyder Koolli Khan fwore to aflifl him with 
all his ibree; but ^ds ar^ur foon cooled, on refledtion that abfence 
from court might prove hurtful to his intcreft with the emperor. 

‘ *110 advifed Mihummud Shaw to offer terms to Ajeet Sing,' ob- 

ferving, that in the prefent ftate of the army vidlfajy was dpubtful, 

and even Ihould the rebel be deflated, he would retire to the 

mountains, and prolong the war, which w^ould be infiipportable 

from the lownefs of the royal treafury. The emperor, diiplcafed at 

this advice, offered the conlmand to Kummir ad Dien Khan, who 

• 

would not accept it, but upon condition of Koottub al Moolk’s 
being releafed and detached with him, which was not complied 
with. Sumfam ad Dowlah, difgufled at the negl^ of his counfel, 
ftaid from court; upon which Mahummud Shaw made fome con> 
ceiiions, and put himfelf under his guidance. He pacified Ajeet 
Sing by promUes and indulgence. The regulation of affairs was 
deferred till the arrival of Nizam al Moolk, whom the emperor 

‘ . had 
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had invited to court to take upon him the office of vizier. Intel¬ 
ligence was redbived of an infurredtion of Afghauns in * Peffiawir, 
who after an ebftinate engagement had defeated and taken prifoner 
Khanehzaud Khan, the fbn of Sirballund Khan, governor of the 
province. 

In the beginning of this year the emperor was married to A. H. 1135 
Mallakkeh Zummaunch, daug^iter of Ferokhfere, and the nuptials A. 0.1723 
were celebrated with great fplendour and rejoicings. 

Nizam alMoolk, havJhg fetded the 'affairs of government in A.II. 1134 
Dekkan, obeyed the Emperor’s fummons to court, and was in- *7“^ 
veAed with the robes of the vizarut. He earneftly advifed the 
emperor to dedicate his time to the adminiftration of public af¬ 
fairs ; but Mahummud Shaw was too much addidled to pleafure to 
hearken to it. Sumfam ad Dowlah, Kummir ad Dien Khan, and 

other noblemen, favourites of the emperor, and jealous o£ the in- 

• • * 

fluence of the new vizier, made it their buhnel? to divert Ac royal 
mind by diffipated* amufements j till at length Nizam al Moolk, 
difgufted at tHe manners of the court, rcligned the exercife of his ’ 
oflkq, under pretence of puniffiing Hyder Koolli Khan, who had 
rebelled in Guzarat, and obtained leave to march from Dhely. 

He left the capital after a few months ftay, much to the fatisfac- A. H. 1136 
tion of Mahummud Shaw and his ftivourites, who regarded not A. D. 1723 
the decline of the empire, while they were left to the enjoyments 
of luxury and indolence in Ae capital. 

This year, the foubahdary of Agra was conferred upon Maharaja 
Jey Sing; vAo had now the fatisfrdlion of reducing the fortrefs 
of Toone, againft which he had Ipent lb much time and money 
in the reign o'f Ferokhfere. Raja Gheerdhir was appointed go¬ 
vernor of Malwa, and fucceeded. in the foubahdary of Oude by 

A a 2 * • Saaudut 
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Saaudut Khan, now Honoured with the title of • Boorahan al 
Moolk, * . 

( 

Nizam al Moolk having entered Guzarat, Hyder Koolli 
Khan finding himfelf unable to oppofe him, pretended madnefs, 
and retreated with his followers to Dhely, where he remained fome 
time in dilgrace ; but having requeued to be fent againft Raja 
Ajcet Sing, who ftil.l refilled the /•oyal authority, he was taken 
into favour, and appointed to the government of Ajmere, where 
he behaved with great gallantry, and dil'perfed the rebels. Nizarri 
al Moolk, after fettling the affairs*of Gujarat, left hi» uncle Hamid 
Khan as deputy in that province, and proceeding through Malwa, 
which government had been conferred upon him in room of Ma¬ 
haraja Jey Sing, to eftablilh his authority in that country, returned 
to Dhely, but did not.remain long. Finding the emperor immerfed 
in pleafure, and furrounded by worthlefs favourites, negligent of 
affairs, and incapable'of a grateful return to his important fervices, 
he reiblved to repair to his government of Dekkan, where he 
H. 1137. could be independant. He-accordingly left the capital after a fhort 
/\.D. i724.' /tay^ under pretence of a hunting excurfion, and haftened to his 

province. The emperor, alarmed at his fudde'n departure, dif- 
patched a firmaun privately to Mubariz Khan, ■ foubahdat of 
Hyder^ibad, commanding him .to attack Nizam al Moolk, and 
proinifing him the government of Dekkan if he fucceeUed. Mu¬ 
bariz Khan obeyed, was defeated, and flain. Nizam al Moolk, 
after the viftory, fent his head to court, with part of his 'fpoils, 
and a petition congratulating his majeffy^ on the defeat of a rebel. 
From this period the imperial authority was only nominal in 
Dekkan, Nizam al Moolk being in fadl the fovereign, though 
oftcnfibly the viceroy of Mahummud Shaw, who received no tri¬ 
bute but the offerings cuflomary at feftivals and ‘other particular 
occafions. The emperor removed him from the governments of 
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Malwa and Guzarat, appointing Raja Oheerdhir again to the 
former, amd Sirbullund Khan to the latter province. 

Nizam al Moolk, in order to divert the attention of the royal 
arms from chaftizing his rebellion, perfuaded his uncle Hamid 
Khan, arid the Mharatta chiefs Peelajee and Coantocjee, to raife 
commotions in Guzarat. Hamid Khan accordingly difplaced the 
imperial officers and the managers of jaghires in the province. 
This freffi revolt occaiioned much confufion at Dhely, and 
hummud Shaw was fo enraged at the diflentions among his irynif- 
ters, none of* whom would accept the command of an ai my againfl; 
the rebels, that he reiblved to releafe Koottub al Moolk, and 
reftore him to the vizarut j but was prevented from domg this by 
the fudden death of that noblemanr faid to have been from poifon, 
given by the contrivance of the perfons jealous of the royal favour 
towards him. Upon, this event, -the emperor offered the province 
of Guzarat to Sirbullund Khan, who accepting it was fupplied with 
a * corore of rupees from the royal trealury to raife troops j and 
at his requeft Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan, brother to Koottub al 
Moolk, was releafed .from his confinement aJid detached with him. 

♦ • 

• • • 

Sirbullund Khan for a time rcftored the royal authority in 
Guzarat; but though the Mharattas were unable to cope with him 
in a general engagement, they annually laid wafte the country, 
which, from their depredations, did not afford fufficient revenue 
to pay the royal army j and Sirbullund Khan, not receiving fup- 
plies from the capital, was in the end obliged to difband part of 
his troops, and confent to pay a choute, or fourth part of the 
revenues, to the Mharattas, as the price of peace. From this 
period the throne of Dhely received no advantage from Guzarat, 
which by degrees foil wholly under the power of the Mharattas. 
The ameer al • amra Sumfam aej Dowlah procured the removal of 
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SirbuUuDd Khan from government^ under pretence of having 
difgraced the emperor by fubmitting to the choute, and Abee 
Sing, the fon of Raja Ajeet Sing, was appointed to /ucceed him j 
but, inftead of oppoling, he entered into clofer union with the 
Mharattas. Sirbidlund Khan, who made fome oppolition to his 
fucceflbr, was prevented from coming to court, and ordered tc 
retire to Agra. 

. When Nizam al Moolk faw the depraved policy of the courtj 
the. weaknefs of minifters, and their ill treatment of Sirbullunc 
Khan, his wilhes to excite the Mharattas to fubdue -the province! 
of Hindooftan encreafed. He perluaded Bejeeraow, the general 
of Raja Sahoo, to attempt the redudtion of Malwa and Guzarat. 
Accordingly, Bajeeraow and other chiefs, with a numerous army 
having marched againll Raja Ghcerdhir arid tlie deputies of Raja 
Abee Sing Rbatoree, attacked both foubahs, laying ^ wafte man) 
diftrifts. Raja Ghcerdhir was not deftitute of courage. He oppofee 
Bajeeraow, 01* account of the fmallnefs of his force, applied 
for aids to the court; however, notwithftanding ‘frequent petitions 
•to the emperor and the ameer al amra, they had n <5 effed ; ‘and 
he dying during the invafion, was fuccceded by Dia Bahadur, hii 
relation, who continued gallantly to relill the enemy. He wfotc 
to. court, that while he lived he wouM prevept the Mharattas from 
purfuing jtheir conquefts, but that if he fell, their attacks would 
penetrate the whole empire. Thcfc rep^efentations had no elFed 1 
n. 114.3. and at length, Dia Bahadur fell in battle, when Mahummud Khar 
U. 1730* Bimgufli was appointed foabahdar of Malwa j but from the repeat- 
ed incuriions of the Mliarattas, he had little pojver, and in the 
D. 1732. year 1145 was fuperfeded by Raja Jey Sing Sewai. From a fimi- 
larity of religion he Ibpported Bajeeraow, who, at his interceffior 
with the ameer al amra, was appointed fbubahdar oT Malwa, and 
tliat province became in fad uniier the dominion of the Mharattas, 
Guzarat fell to them alfo iiom tlie negled of Abee Sing, and 
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much devallation occurred in thofe countries, to the great lofs of 
the empire. The oomedlion of fuch diforder could only proceed 
from the haods of the v^knt and the wife j what then could be 
done by the bafe and diflionourable ? The fubtle fox. cannot over¬ 
come the lion, nor is a wooden fword of fervice in the field of 
battle. Sumfam ad Dowlah had laid the defence of the empire 
and chaftifement of rebels on the foundation of cunning and deceit, 
hoping by intrigue to fubdue fuch ftrong enemies as Nizam al 
Moolk and Bajeeraow. As fuch fchemes were ill-founded, like 
fireworks upon water, they were of no effedl* and every plan he 
formed, became a caufe of decUne to the empire. The minillers 
growing negledlful, the power of the rebellious gained ftrength. 
The plain of contention was more extended, and the fources of ruin 
and diforder more open. At fuch a time, an emperor was wanting 
of refolution and firmnefs, who might have plucked out the weeds 
of rebellion with manly oppofition by the roots, and generals, like 
HoUfiein Ali Khan and Zoolieccar Jung, who would have-thrown 
the cord upon the necks of the obilinate with ths hand of valour. 

I. 

When the Mharattas had reduced Malwa and Guzarat, with,- 
out oppofition from the court, they afpired to further conquefts 
in the imperial territories j and, making daily encroachments, by 
degrees feized upon fpveral difiri<Sts of the foubahs of Aleabad and 
Agra. During thefe invafions, Mahummud Khan Bungufli, fou- 
bahdar of Aleabad, having planned the reduction of tlie * Bone- 
dclas; of whom Raja Chutterlaul was chief, entered that country 
with an army, and took feveral places. Chutterfaul, obferving the 
weaknefs of th^ imperial authority, applied for afiiftance to the 
Mharattas, promifing them large fums of money and a fiiare of his 
territories, as a recompenfe. Mahummud Khan, puffed up by his 
ealy conqueilJ, had kept only what force he judged necellary to 

’ fecurc 
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■ Inhabitants of Bundclcund, a confiderablc territory in the provinces of 
Aleabad and Agra'» 
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fccure tiiem, and difmiffed the remainder} but as he was but little 
acquainted with the roads, Chutterfaul furrounded hiro fdddenl) 
with an army. The navob, unable to combat a fuperior force 
long in the field, took refuge in the fortrefs of Jeytghur, where he 
was clofely blockaded by the enemy. His provifions were foor 
exhaufied, and his followers reduced to eat their oxen, horfes, alTeSj 
and even- dogs. He a/ked aid of the court, but no one attended, 
till, at lafi, his fon Caim Jung refolved to relieve him, and hi! 
wif^ fent her ‘ veil among the Afghauns, to excite them to- the 
dejiyerance of her hulband. The Afghauns collected, and content- 
. ing themfelves with fuch pay a» the begum of thc^ navob coulc 
afford them, marched under the command of Caim Jung, anc 
cfcortcd Mahummud Khan in fafety from Jeytghur to Aleabad. 
The imperial minifters, making a pretence of Mahummud Khan’s 
ill fuccefs, removed him from the foubahdaty of Aleabad, anc 
appointed in his room Sirbullund Khan, who deputed his fon 
Khanehzad Khan to command, himfelf refiding at court, though 
lie feldom vifited the etnperor, being difgufted with ill ufage. 

m 

* In the year t 145, the emperor being on, a hunting excurfion, 
received intelligence of the Mharattas plunderin'^ in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Agra} upon which he marched towards them, bu( 
after a few days, the enemy retreating, he,returned to Dhely. 

In the following year, the Mharattas having extended their 
incurfions into the province of Agra, and leized feveral diilridls 
appropriated to the fupport of the royal houfehold, the ameer al 
amra prevailed on Mahummud Shaw to fend an agny againft them, 
under the command of his brother Muzzuffir Khan. The Mha¬ 
rattas, according to cuftoro, would not engage him id the field, 
but hovered round, and diftrefled him by cutting‘off provifions. 

He 

» 7Viis v‘ 3 R to eyprefs e tlJfgracc that would attend the tribe, if the honoui 
of the cliief was not fupported by it.' 
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He marched as far as Seronje in the province of Malwa, where 
he halted • for fome months j during which the . enemy kept 
him in conftaijt alarm, by fham attacks, and deftroying his fup- 
plies. At length the order of return was ilTucd, for which he had 
impatiently waited j and on the twentieth of Mohirrim, 1147, he 
arrived at court, and was honoured with a taflel of jewels for the 
turban. Upon his reaching DheJy, the objeft of his hopes, in 
fafety, he offered up oblations and charities to the poor, and his 
followers j;ave tliankfgivings for the welferc of fuch an exalted 
nobleman. His friends ^uttered loud praifes of the great condiaft 
Ihewn in the campaign, and fet. forth his return in fafety as a 
pirodigy. In this year died prince Ali Tibbar, fon of Azim Shaw'. 

During this year alfo, the ameer al amra and vizier marched 
againft the Mharattas, but returned to court without effeding any 
thing of importance. The enemy continued their plunders and 
encroachments every where, with great cruelties., 

Arraroo, a zemindar of Korah, taking advantage of the weak- 
nefs of the empire, had put to death his governor Jaun Niflar 
Khan, brother to the vizier's wife, and feized his family and trea- 
fures r’upon which Azim Oollah Khan was fent to chaflife him, 
but the zemindar took refuge in his woods, and eluded his purfuer, 
•who, tired olit, returned to Dhcly, leaving his army under the 
command of Khowauzim Beg Khan. Arraroo, emboldened by 
the navob’s retreat, attacked and flew tiie deputy $ upon which the 
vizier applied for alTiftance to Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut Khan, 
Ibubahdar of Oud^ for the redudion of the rebel. Boorahan al 
Moolk poflefled great generofity and valour, and in the year 1148 
-marched agjainft Arraroo in his way to Dhely. Arraroo on his 
approach refolved’ to oppofe him i and having one day intelligence 
from fpics that Boorahan al Moolk. had juft alighted at his tent, 
and that he had on a green veil, and was alfb eafily khown from the 
VoL, II. B b , whitenefs 
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whkenefs and length oT his beard» the rebel rulhed fuddenly from 
ambuih with his followers. Boorahan al Moolk remounted his 
elephant, and drew up his army as well as the. fuddennefs of 
attack would allow. He had however changed his drefs, and 
wore a white veil } fo that Axraroo miilaking for him Aboo Ter- 
raub Khan, a principal chief, who was habited in green, and had 
a long white beard, levelled his attack at him, and charging clofe 
to bis elephant with ibme refolute followers, wounded him mortally 
with a fpear. This occahoned much diforder; but Boorahan al 
Adbolk bravely attacked the rebel in turn, who was pointed out 
to him by Doorjun Sing^ a lelatton of his own, in she navob’s fer- 
vice. Doorjun Sing alfo engaged Arraroor perfonally, and after a 
iharp confliA put him to death, upon which the rebels fled in 
diforder. Boorahan, having oflered up thanks to God for his vic¬ 
tory, returned to his tents, and fent Amroo’s head to the emperor. 
The Ikin of the body was flayed oflF, and fent ftuflfcd with draw to 
the vizier. Having remained fome days to regulate the affairs of 
the province of*Korah, he left the command to his fon in law 
Suffder Jung, and purfued his route to court; where he was re- 
ceived with great honours. 

Soon after this, Eaudgar Khan, a dependant of the aclleer al 
amra, was difpatched with the funnuds of tl^ foubahdaries of 
Ouzarat and Malwa to Bajeeraow, hoping to efledt his fubmiflion to 
the empire, through the mediation Raja Jey Sing. This year 
died navob Roofliun ad DowUh Zuffir Khan. 

• 

About this time the foubahdary of the province of Patna was 
taken from Fukhir ad Duwlah, and conferred upon Shujah ad Dow- 
lah, the navob of Bengal, in addition to tlut government, and of 
the province of Orifla. 
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Shujab ad Dowlah was a native of Boorahanpore» and defcended 
from the Turkiih tribe of Afshar in Khorafkon. During Aurung« 
zebe’s campsugns in Dekkan, he married the daughter of Jaffier 
Khan, foubah^ of Bengal,.and accompanied his i^her in law to 
that province { but, not agreeing with her in difpofition, he refided 
moftly at Cuttac, the capital of Orif&, of which he was govern¬ 
or. Shujah ad Dowlah was celebrated for his clemency,' juftice, 
and all good qualities. Zebe al Nifla, begum of Shujah ad Dow¬ 
lah, from duty to her &ther ancf refentment at her huiband’s attach¬ 
ment to other women, remained with her fon Alla ad Dowlah 
Serferauz Khan at the capital of Moorfhudabad, which was found¬ 
ed by her father, Jaffisr Khan, and named after his original title 
of Moorfhud Koollee Khan. 

It was during the refidence of Shujah ad Dowlah at Cut¬ 
tac, that Aliverdi Khan, afterwards lb fonaous as the xifurper of 
Bengal, entered his lervice. His mother was diftantly related to 
that nobleman. Her hulband Mirza Mahummud was an officer 
in the fervice of the prince Azim Shaw, upon whofe defeat and 
death; being greatly diftreffed, he was perfuaded by his wife to •* 
feek die pfotedllcn oi her noble relation at Cuttac. Shujah ad 
Dowlah received him, with his two Ions, Hajee Ahmed and Ali¬ 
verdi, with kindnefs and favour among his dependants. Aliverdi, 

• by his great qualities and important fervices, rofe daily«in the 
efteem of his patron; and Hajee Ahmed was alfo much diltinguiih- 
cd. By degrees they became the chief managers of all the affairs 
of Shujah ad Dowlah; who, fond of pleafure, entruffgd the pro¬ 
vince to their direil^ioni nor wa$ his confidence tbufed by the 
brothers. 

As Jafiier Khan was much diipleafed at the conduff of his 
fon in law, in his inconftancy to his wife, when he perceived him- 
felf advancing towards his end, he whhed to be fucceeded in the 

B b 2 govern- 
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government of the provinces by his grandfon Alla ad Dowlah Ser- 
ferauz Khan at that time ‘ imperial dewan. For this purpofe he. 
exerted all his infloence at the court of Dhely. Shuj^h ad Dowlah, 
learning his intentions, confulted upon difappointing his meafures 
with the brothers j and by their advice fent agents to court to bribe 
^e miniflers to his views. He alio iecretly difpatched numbers 
of his bell; troops, under pretence of dirmifling them his fervice, 
to Moorfhudabad, to form a party in his favour. The rainy feafon 
advancing, and marching by land being very difficult, he took care 
to .provide fufficient boats for his army, that he might move on the 
infiant of occafion. . • . 

a 

Accordingly, when advice came that Jafficr Khan could not 
furvive more than a few days, he began his march, leaving Ma- 
hummnd Nukkee, his ion by a concubine, in the diredtion of af- 
fcirs at Cuttac. When ibmewhat advanced, he received the ac¬ 
counts of the navob’s death, and a little ^rther on his march, the 
funnuds, appointiflg him foubahdar of Bengal from Dhely. He 
quickly arrived by forced marches at Moorfhudabad, which he en- 
'•tered without opjiofition, and feating himfelf on the fnufnud, in the 
chchal fettoon, or hall of forty pillars, commanded the royal grants 
to be retul, and the officers of flate to acknowledge him as navob. 
His fon Alla ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan,^ finding it in vain to 
ftrugglcr againft the emperor’s will and his father’s power, was 
among the firfti* to congratulate him upon his acceffion, and con¬ 
tented to remain in the office of dewan. Shujah ad Dowlah, 
having thug obtained his wifhos, condufted the s^rs of govern¬ 
ment with the advice of Aliverdi Khan, his bro^r Hajee Ahmed, 
Aulum Chund, his own dewan, now appointed rcy royan, (who 
was among the Hindoos, truly worthy of confidence and power) 
and a few others, particularly Juggutt Sect Futteh Chund, whofe 
wealth and credit as a merch^t and banker exceeded millions, 

* and 

* lender the |;rant of this office the company now hold Bengal, &c. 
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and was never yet equalled by any. In the* adminiftration of juftice 
he adted jvholly from himfelf, and trufted to the reprefentations of 
no one; but fo the utmoft of his abilities examined every cafe, and 
liftened patiently. to both parties, deciding agreeably to juftice, 
■without regard to rank or ftation. In the time of Jaffier Khan, 
the zeminc^s and renters had been opprefled with fuch grievances, 
as are too horrid to relate. Agreeably to the following verfe of 
the poet Saadi ; ** Draw not thy precedents from evil inftitutions, 

“ for men will curfe thee, witli thofe who invented them.” Shujah 
ad Dowlah upon his acceflion fummoned them before him, ^d 
demanded how they would behave, if he (hould free them from 
their troubles. They,*who had fuffered feverely from the tyranny 
of Jaffier Khan, fwore folemnly to be faithful to his perfon, and 
juft in their payments, according to the lettlements of Jugguit 
Seet. Shujah ad Dowlah then diftinguifhed them by khelauts and 
favours according to their ranks, and difrnifted them with joyful 
hearts to their feveral diftrids. Bengal, which is called the para- 
■ dife of regions, truly merited the-appellation during the adminiftra¬ 
tion of Shuj^ ad Dowlah; and perfbns of all ranks, living in eafr 
and Hlfety, were loud in his praifes, repofing under the ftiade of his** 
profperity. . Not fong* after his acceffion, the government of the 
province of Bahar ■was added to that of Bengal, the deputation of 
which he entrufted to Aliverdi Khan, for whom, on this occahon, 

• he procured the rank of five thouland and title of Mahabut Jung. 
The favourite acquired new credit in his mana^lment of Bahar, 
the revenues of which had been embezzled and kept back by 
rebellious zemindars and military commanders; i all of whom be 
either reduced or put to death. 

To preferve, the connedlion of hiftory, it is proper to return 
to the affairs of the imperial court, before we enter further on 
thofe of Bengal and the navob Mahabut Jung, which iliall be 
feparately treated of. ’ . 


The 
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H. 1149. The Mharattas, notwithilanding the appointment of Bajeeraow 
I^** 735 * to the government of Malwa, and other favours fhewn them by the 
emperor, flill continuing their invafions, and advancing their armies 
nearer to the capital, the ameer al amra, Khan Dowraun, marched 
at length with a great army to the vicinity of Agra, and the vizier, 
Kummir ad Dien Khan, with a powerful force towards Ajmere ; 
but inftead of adting on the offenlive, wafted their time in idle ne¬ 
gotiations for peace in ftanding camj)s, while the enemy plundered 
the; country around them. 

Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut.Khan,«lbubahdar of Oude, pof- 
fefted great courage and ability, and w’as anxious to acquire 
&me, by expelling the Mharattas and redeeming the difgrace 
of the empire. He naarched from his capital, attended by 
his fon in law Sufrder Jung, to the affiftance of his friend 
the raja of Buddawer, a diftrift of the province of Agra, who 
lyas clofely prefled^ by the enemy in his principal fortrels. 
He could not. However, arrive in time to relieve him. Raow 
Mulhar, a principal chief, after reducing the‘raja to his terms, 
••crofted the Jumna, and wafted the country withoOt mercy‘from 
Etawa to Mootee Bang, clofe to the city of Agra. At length, 
Boorahan al Moolk coming upon him by forced marches, defeated 
him with great flaughter. Three principal officers were taken 
prifonerSi and Mulhar with great difticulty efcaped. The fugitives 
in their panic nfiftaking the paflage of the river Jumna, which they 
had forded, were drowned irr great numbers i many were* taken 
piifoners, and few regained the oppoftte fhore. Mulhar with a 
few followers reached the cantp of Bajeeraow, near Gualior. 
Boorahan al Moolk iftued orders for each of his foidiers to prepare 
four days provifions, and leave his baggage in the camp, intending 
to purfue the enemy to their own province, and redeem the honour 
of Hindooftan, when he received orders from the ameer al amra 
to halt till he could join him with his forces, to adl with more 
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effcft againft the invaders. He unwiHihgl^ obeyed the mandate. 
This gave, time to Bjgecraow to recover the panic of Mulhar’s de¬ 
feat ; and he ^sfolved to march towards Dhely, at that time almoft 
empty of troops for its defence. So rapid was his progrcfs, that 
he reached, and burned part of the fuburbs of the capital, before 
any intelligence of his movement had gained the city. The 
emperor and inhabitants were thrown into the utmoft- confter- 
nation and dcfpair. They were not relieved till after three days, 
(during which the Mharattas committed great devaftations in .^e 
lUburbs) by the arrival of Boorahan al Moolk and the armies ^f 
the vizier and ameer al amra. .The enemy tlien retreated into 
Malwa, but were not pvrfued j and the minifters, to the dil^ace and 
irreparable lofs of the empire, perfuaded Mahummud Shaw to pur- 
chafe an uncertain peace, by confenting to the choute, or payment 
of a fourth part of the revenues to the Mh^ttas. The emperor 
would have waited for the concurrence of Nizam al Moolk, whom he 
had ordered to court, but the vizier and ameer al amra, jealous of 
his interference, concluded the treaty beft>re his arrival. Nizam al 
Moolk attempted'to recover the province of Malwa from the 
Mharattasj but after marching and defeating Bajeeraow, was** 
obliged, to • returrf for* the defence of Dhely againft the Per/ian 
emptror. Nadir Shaw, who was advancing rapidly towards it, 

Sumfani ad DowlaSi Khan Dowraun, ameer al amra, •pofleffed 
unbounded influence over the miiid of the em^ror, lb that he 
dire<fte’d all affairs as he thought proper, however impolitic or unad- 
vifcable; an inftance of which has been already difplayed in the 
compromilc with jhc Mharattas. With the fame imprudence, he 
negledted fumilhing the ufual fupplies of money to the foubahdar of 
Cabul, for keepmg up the ftations in the paffes and highways on 
the confines of ffie empire in tfilt province; to which caufe may be 
in great meafure attributed the inv^fion of Nadir Shaw, who would 
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never, in all probability, have attempted his expedition, had he 
not heard of the defencelefs ftate of the frontier. The grand caufe 
of the Perfian monarch’s difpkafure againft Hindoq^lan, was the 
prote(^ion which the rebellious Afghauns had received in the em¬ 
pire, after their defeat by his arms when regent of Perfia, though 
he had fcnt an ambaflador to Dhely, requeiUng Mahummud Shaw 
that they* might not find refuge in his dominions. Nadir Shaw, on 
his acceflion to the throne of Perfia, fent alfo an ambaflador from 
Iiimfelf; but no anfwer was given to his letters, nor the minifter 
permitted to return to his mafter. During the liege of Candahar, 
Nadir dilpatched a nobleman of high«rank, named Mahummud 
Khan, to the court of Dhely, to repeat his «requefl: concerning the 
fugitive Afghauns, and to exprefs his difguft at the neglect Ihewn 
his embaffies by the emperor of the Moguls. Mahummud Shaw 
and his miniHers were at a lols what anfwer to return, and delayed 
the difminion of the ambaflSidor, in hopes that he might fail in the 
conquefl; of Candahar, and be obliged to retreat into Perfia, when 
they would avokf the dilgrace of acknowledging a ufurper, as 
equal in rank with the Ibvereign of Hindoollan. Thefe repeated 
' rflights, and the elcape from his vengeance which ‘ the A^hauns 
£)und in the provinces of Hindoollan; determined Nadir Shaw, 
upon the fall of Candahar, to invade the empire- Accordingly, 
after that event, he marched to Cabul, the capital of the province 
of that Fame, which he took with little oppofition, and remained 
in the vicinity near feven months j during which time his troops 
were employed in dellroying the unfortunate’ Afghauns. It is pro¬ 
bable he would not have advanced ^ther, had not a meflenger 
and leveral horlemen, whom he had fent from Cabul to Dhely, 
been murdered on their route by the inhabitants of Jellalabad. 
Upon intelligence of this, he inilantly marched againll that city, 
flaughtered tlie people without mercy, and purfued his route to 

Pclhawir, where Nafir Khan, foubahdar of Cabul, refided, to 
« 
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whom he feftt a meflitge, , fignifying that he* ihould arrive o^n a cer¬ 
tain day, when, if nOt oppofed, he would Ipare the country, and 
receive him ipto favour, Nafir Khan, however, prepared for 
reiiflance, was defeated, and taken prifoner; but, after a few days' 
imprifonment, was reinilated in his government on the part of the 
Perfian monarch. From Pcdiawir, Nadir Shaw, proceeded to La¬ 
hore, the foubahdar of which, Zekariah Khan, after fbme little 
oppofition in the field, took refuge in the capital, which he fhortly 
after furrendered, and was inverted with the conjmand of it by the 
conqueror; who, leaving fotnc of his troops with him to enftire iqs 
fidelity, marched towards Dhelpr. . 

Mahummud Shaw and his minifters' had long' pretended to 
defpile the arms of the vidborious Nadir, and to difbelieve the 
daily accounts received of his advance. He had hideed taken . 
the field, but in the (pace of two months naardied only four 
days’ joum^ fix}m Dh^y to the plain of Kamal; and here the 
fate of the empire was decided. The imperial aftny encamped on 
the hanks of the \ranal of Alimcrdan Khan, which fupplied the 
city of Dhely with wat-r. Entrenchments were thrown up, and a»* 
numerous. actilleiy dinked together with mafiy chains, Mi'as plai^ted 
rounds the camp. Nadir Shiaw, after the taking of Lahore, lent 
frequent meflages to the Mogul camp, defiring the difinifiion of 
his ambafiadors, but was not obeyed; for what reafdn was never 
known. The ameer al amra placed great hopes in the valour of 
the Raajepootes; but neither Jey Sing, nor any of the great rajas, 
obeyed the fummons to the royad ftandard on this occafion, fending 
idle cxcufes fbr their delay in^ their feveral diftric!^. Great dre^ 
and confufion prevailed in the camp; and fb bad was the intelligence 
of the approach of the invaders, that it was not known how far 
Nadir had advanced, till ibme wounded fugitives, from a fqraging 
party, proclaimed to the afirighted Moguls the certainty of the 
Perfians being within a few miles of their entt-enchments. A 
genend apprehenfion and alarm took ^lace, and the emperor waited 
Vo_L. II. C c . ' with 
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with the otmoll anxiety for the arnval of Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut 
Khan, the foubahdar of Oude, upon whofe conduct and valour he 
had placed all his hopes of delivery, in the prefent important crifis 
of his empire. The wiihed for intelligence of his near approach al 
H, 1151, length arrived. On Tuefday the fifteenth of Zeekaud the ameer al 
D* • 739 * amra went to meet Boorahan al Modk, about a mile firom the 
Camp i and having brought him into the iittperial prelcnce, he wa- 
received with the higheft diftindipn, and commanded to encamf 
near the divilion of the ameer al amra. 

. • 

Boorahan al Moolk had juftdeft the emperor, and repaired to 
his ground, when word was brought him- that the Perfians had 
attacked his l^gage, and were committing great flaughter; upon 
which he immediately remounted his elephant, and fending intd' 

• ligence of this event to the ameer al amra, with a requefi: of his 
afiiftance, haftened againll the enemy. Ih.e ameer al amra com¬ 
municated the mefl^ge to the emperor, who confulted Nizam al 
Moolk. He redbmmended that Boorahan al Moolk ihould be 
recalled within the entrenchments, as the day was far advanced, 

* imd his troops were fotigued wkh a long tparch, fo that it would 
be moft prudent to delay ofifering battle to the ehemy till the mor¬ 
row. Mahummud Shaw, approving this advice, communicated ii 
to the ameer al amra; but he, attributing it to the negled and 
indolence of the nizam, reprefented to the emperor, tikt as Boora¬ 
han al Moolk had advanced far from the lines, and was mofi; pro¬ 
bably already engaged with the enemy, ndt to aflift him, and 
voluntarily to give up fuch a deforving nobleman to daughter, 
would be againft the didates of policy, valoiy:, and generolityj 
tlierefbre, permitting others to ad as th^ chofe, he fhould haften 
fo fupport him. Having fiud this, he advanced from his camp 
with his ligltt artillery, and fuch troops as were inclined to follow 
him. About a fourth pait of*the day remained, when became 

within a fhort diftance of Boorahan al Moolk. Nadir Shaw bad 
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fyrmed his army in two dlvifions j one of ^irhich he left for the 
protedfcion of 1ii$ camp* and with the other advanced to the at¬ 
tack f fubdividing it into three bodies. Two of thefe he detached 
to attack each of the ameers* and remained himfelf with the third* 
as a referved line* td give afliftance wherever it might be necedary. 
The Perhans advanced with great fnry* and in about'half an hour 
the troops of Hindooftan were thrown into confudon with great 
daughter. The ameer al amra was daogeroudy wounded* and moft 
of his principal followers ilain. * His remaining attendants brought 
him back* almoft dead with loft of blood* to the camp abput 
nightfall j where* from a awant of regularity and order* common 
in Hindooftan* his tents* bag^ge* and trcaliires had been wholly 
plundered by the foldiety and followers* on the fuppodtion of his 
death; fo that not a covering remained ibr his reception. •/It 
length his attendants procured a fmall tent* which they {dtcbed for 
him. The vizicsr* nizam* and chief ennnchs of the emperor* came 
to condole with him on his dtuatioii* and learn the circumftances of 
his (kfeat. The dying minifter* with a faint voice, faid, 1 have 
** done my duty*-and frniftied my oourle. The future muft be 
attended to’ by you: but I earneftly advife* that the emperor* ’ 
** may, nos viiic 'Nadir Shaw* or let him enter Dhely; and that 
** you turn back* by any means* this great calamiQr from this 
** fpot.” Having faid this* he became Ipecchleft, a^ continued 
fo till he breathed his laft* on the third day following, % 

Bobrahan al Moolk* who had' remamed on die held of battle* 
bding deprived of mo& of hh troops by death* or flight* was at 
laft quite furrounded by the Perflans* and, incapable of further 
refinance*- when he was known by a young foldier, a native of 
the fiime cky wkh himfi^; who qalling to him by name* con¬ 
jured him to ia^e his ovm liie by becoming his prifoncr; at the 
ftme time nmning up to his elepl^ant* and afcending the feat by 
the ropes of the la^er. Boorahan al Moolk gladly iubmitted himfelf 
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to the mercy of the enemy, *who curried him before Nadir Shaw, 
tad he was treated with ^reat kindnefs and diitindioA. 


»< 


v 


r 


For the three following days the Mogul camp prefented a fcene 
of confuhon not to > be defolibedi but, what is extraordinary, it 
was not attacked by the Periians. Boorahan al Moolk, hearing 
reports of the dea^ of the ameer al amra, and hoping to fucceed 
him in o/Sce, had prevailed on Nadir ^law to offer peace, and 
retreat frwn Hindooftan, on the parent of • two oorca-es of rupees, 
apd receiving a vifit from the emperor. He accordingly com¬ 
municated thefo' conditions to the emperor and Ni^am. al Moolk, 
who were rejoiced beyond meafure, being before overv^elmed 
with dread aiul irrefolution. ’ Mahummud Shaw fent the nizam 
without delay to the Perdan camp, where he was received with 
great favour-by. Nadir Shaw, who ratified the-treaty; and he 
returned exulting to his mafter. The happy tidings of peace fpread 
through the camp, and gave new Hfe to the difheartened troops; 
but theirr joy \Va» but Ihort duration. Nizam al Moolk, am¬ 
bitious of die'digniQ^ of ameer al .amra,. requeftsd it in re.turh for 
* his fervices in the negotiation, and the emperor immediately con¬ 
ferred it upon him, unmindful of the offence •it wopld give to 
Boorahan al Moolk. The next day Mahummud. Shaw Went to 
Vifit the Perfian monarch, agreeably to his requefi, and was met 
near the camp by Nadir’s fon, Nufifer'Oollah Mirza, who alijghted 
from his horfe upon feeing him; when the emperor was fet down 
in his travelling throne, and they emlxaced each other. The* prince 
then remounted, and condu£k<^ him*'ta hk fether; who received 
Mahummud Shaw ftanding at the entrance of his tent, embra¬ 
ced him with Jdndnefi, and leading him to liis mufnud, feated 
him by him» After feme converfation; and the ufual ceremonies 
of presents and entertainments,^ Mahummud Shaw returned to his 

A H 

own camp, where his prefenc^ gave heartfelt joy and afiurances 

that 
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that peace was fully concluded. Such Indeed was the opinion 
of the emperor and all his fubje£fcs; and jult would it have been, 
but for the fflfiih dilloyalQ^ of a difgulled miniller. 

Boorahan al Moolk, learning that the office of ameer al amra had 
been given to another, burned with envy and difappointment. In the 
fury of his paffions he refolved to be revenged upon the emperor and 
his rival.. He oblerved to Nadir Shaw, that two corores of rupees 
were too fmall a compoiition for the wealth of Hindoofhin ;4that 
he, as an individual, could pay fo much; and that the removaa^ ^ 
Nizam al Moolk, who «lone had any ability to reiid his arms, 
would make the Perfian monarch nudler of the empire without 1 
blow, when he might march to Dhely, only eigl^ miles diflant, 
and poiTefs him^lf of the immenfe treafures of tlic imperial palace 
and the. wealthy inhibitants of the capital. The amioe of Nadir 
was awakened by this treacherous remonftrance, aiid he again invited 
Nizam al Moolk to his prefence i who, Irelymg upon the faith of 
treaties, haftened without fiilpicion to his camp, where he was 
coefunanded to Kmain, and to prevail upon M^ummud Shaw by 
letter to make him another viiit. The nizam now reprefented to" 
Nadir, that his •behaviour was contrary to treaty j to which the 
Peefian replied, that he did not mean to depart from his agreement 
or injure the perfon or empire of Mahummud Shaw, but mud 
have another interview. The nizam wrote information «of this to 
his maflfer j who, not knowing where to look for fupport in the 
abfeiKe of his minider, came to the camp of Nadir Shaw, attend- 
ed only by a few of his favourite domedics, forbidding many of 
the nobility, who were anxious to guard his perfon, to follow him. 
Upon his arrival* he was ordered by the Per^n monarch to remain • 
in a tent pitched for his reception, and to fend for his family, 
equipage, and'-the officers of his houfohold; which he did. Ac 
the lame time orders were fent to the Mogul camp to break up, 
and the foldiers to retire where they chofe without moledation; but 

the 
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the vi^r, Kiin^mir ad Dien Khaai» was fummoned to the prefonce. 
Boofahan al Moolk, and Thamafp Khan, a confidential nobieman of 
Nadir Shaw, ^erc difpatched fipont to Dhely. .to receive the keys 
of that capitdia and the imperial palaces from the govemof; after 
which the conqueror. > with hfe royal captive, proceeded by cafy 
marches to that city. The utmofit dread aird confufion prevailed in 
the Mogul army after the departure of Mahummud Shaw. In¬ 
dividuals coofulted their own fidety by flight, but were plundered 
or lulled; many by the Ptrfia'n mareuders, and others by the huf- 
banuhncn of the country, whp* in time .of trouble in I^dooflan, 
generally aflnme the occupation robbery. 

On the eighth of March, Nadir Shaw reached the gardens oi 
Shalemar, and permitted Mahummud Shaw to proceed to his palace 
in the citadel Dhely, with hh family and domefticks. On the 
ninth the conqueror made a triumphant entry into fibe city with his 
army, which was encamped on die beach of the Jumna, under the 
palace; but Nadir flhaw took up his refidence within it; the grand 
hall of audience, and ieveral other apartments, being prepared for 
liis reception. Coins had been flmok at the imperial mint foi* this 
occafion, which were diflributed to the people iq the .cavalcade, 
bearing this infcription in verfe; . ‘ 

*< King 9Ver the kings of the world 

** Is Nadir, king of kings, and lord of periods.’* * 

On the tenth died Bborahan sd Moolk, of a cancer in hk 
back, with which he had been long aflhfleGl. It was reported, that 
he poifoned himfeli^ from the pangs of confcienoe at his being the 
advifer of Nadir’s advancing to Dhely; but the rumouur was not 
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The (Irifteft dUciplitie had been obierved by tl^ Perlians, and 
no perfbn fuflered fitm the vigors the flighted outrage; when, on 
the night of* the tenth, a £ital tumult aro&, which involved the 
inhabitants of Dhely in ruin. It was fuddenly rumoured, that 
Nadir Shaw was dead; by feme, naturally, and by others, that he 
had been aiiadinated by a Calmuck woman in the haram, at the 
infligation of Mahummud Shaw. The Dhellians too eaiily credited 
what they wiihed to be true. , Th^ dew to arms, and mallacred 
every Perlian they met in the city 5 which, during the night, *Uras 
a feene of confuhon and horror. The nobles a£ Hindoollan; in- 
ftead of attefnpting to qftell,the madnefs of the people, by pro¬ 
claiming that Nadir w^ dill alive and fecure in the palace, which 
was garrifoned b|;, his troops, remained inaftive; and at fome of 
their houfes, the Perfians, who refided in them to proteft their 
properties, were treacheroully murdered. Nadir at the 

commencement of the tumult, fent out (btne officers to perfuade 
the people of their error; but inllead of being liftened to, they 
were ilaughtered. Seeing it in vain to modeidte their fury, and 
not chufing to -flazard his troops in the darfcnefi of night and the ^ 
clofe drects of the city, he reiblved to let the doi^ tpend itfelfl 
and .wait for morning to lake vengeance <m its authors. About a 
thoufand Perdans were (lain. 

Early the next morning. Nadir Shav^ idued from die palace, 
attended by his troops, and took pod at the ebUege of Roolhun 
ad Dowlah, iituated in a principal drect. From hence he dif- 
patched bands of foldiers, commanding them to daughter, without 
didindion of agp or fex, the wfetdted inhabitants of Dhely, in 
every avenue where they inight find a murdered Perfian. His 
orders were o^yed with a “fevage rcadinefs. The carnage laded 
from fun-lifc till mid-day. About eight thouland Indians, Moguls, * 
and Afghauns, were madacred, .and their houfes plundered, by 
the Peidans. To add to the horror of the feede, fires broke out 
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in feveral pajt^of the aty. At twelve o’clock, Kummlr ad Dien 
Khan prevailed on the oonquerof to ftop the madacre, when it 
ceafed at once; fo exa£t was tilic diicipline of Nadir ^haw. 

It is impoflihle to defcribe the mifcrjr of Dheiy, during this 
and ieveral following days, when the ftreets- ftreamed with 
human blood, and the bodies of the dead obilnvSred the pallages. 
Thefe were at length piled together in heaps, without diftinftion 
of'rank or religion, and burned in the rubbilh of the ruined 
hpu/es. Several noblemen were'put to death by Nadir Shaw, 
for being acceliaiy to the murde^r of Perfians d’lring the tu¬ 
mult, and among them a fon in law of tJac vizier, Kummir ad 
Dien Khan. 

4 

On the fourteenth, NiiTar Mahummud Khan was difpatched to 
Oude, to demand from Sufider Jun^ the two corores of rupees, 
which had been prpmifed by Boorahan al Moolk from his pro¬ 
vince. Nadir Shaw, this day began his feizurc of the imperial 
^ cfFeds and treafure.^ ‘ Three corores and fifty lacs were found 
In the treafury. ‘ A corore and fifty lacs in^ plate } *• fifteen corores 
in jewels j the celebrated peacock throne, valued at *■ one corore; 
and feveral other thrones of rich though fmaller value, with the 
armory, eflimated at • eleven corores, were feized for his ufe; 
alfo five ^ hundred elephants, a great number of horfeS, and the 
fuperb camp equipage of the emperon 

On the fifteenth, a treaty of peace was drawn up, ftipulating, 
that the. provinces eafiward of. die Sind, fhould remain to the 

emperor 

■ Three millions, five hundred tboufand pounds fierllng, 

* One million five hundred tbouiand pounds* 

* Fifteen millions fterling. • 

• * One million fterling. 

* Eleven millions Aerling* ’ 
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emperor of Hindooftan» and thofe weft of it be ceded to the 
crown of Perfia. Thus, Cabul, Tatta, and part of Multaun, were 
wrefted from* the empir^. Nufler Oollah Mirza, Nadir’s fon, 
was betrothed to the daughter of Y ezdaun Bukfli, fon of prince 
Moraud, the fon of the emperor Shaw Jehaun. 


On the fixteenth, Jogul Kiflioor, vaqueel of Bengal, was feverely 
beaten with fticks, for not expediting the colledtion pf the fine 
impofed on the city; *' 


On the IBventeenth, Naddr ’demanded from the vizier‘two 
corores and twelve lacks of rupees wjien the latter pleading in¬ 
ability, he commanded his dewan, Mujilifs Ram, to give in an 
account of the property of his mafter and of his own, threatening 
him with death if he Ihould be guilty of concealmenti Three 
daughters and Icven ladies were feized from the haram of Muz- 
zuffir Khan, fon in law to the vizier, and forced into the feraglio 
of Nadir Shaw. 


• ^ , 

On the eighteenth, *a contribution was demanded from the nobles 

and fervants’of the court, bankers, merchants, and artizans, which 
was levied with* the utmoft feverity. Nizam al Moolk, the vizier, 
Sirbuilund JChan, and# other noblemen, were ordered to colleft 
two corores and twelve lacks from the citizens, and pay it into 
the treafury in ten days, on pain *of Nadir’s difpleafure. 


On the nineteenth, the colledtors of the fine began their exac¬ 
tions. Many perfons put themfelves to death to avoid puniftimcnt, 
their property being over-rated in the afleflment. Among thefe 
were manv officers of rank. 




VoL. IL 


D d 


Oa 


Two millions and one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds. 


20 ^ 


AURUNGZEBE»» SUCCESSORS. 


On the twentieth* Nadir Shaw fent nine Periian hosfes, with 
feventy five trays of gold and hlvef brocade and fcarlet cloth to 
Mahummud Shaw* and ordered Saad ac^ Dien Kham^ meer atufh* 
to put his own guards as before over tlie haram and offices of 
the emperor. 

/ t 

On the twenty firft* LoottfF Ali Khan*, topjee bafha* or com¬ 
mander of artillery, by orders of Nadir Shaw* with twelve thou- 
fend men, marched out of the city* efcorting the invaluable plunder 
of the capital to the gardens of Shalimar. On the twenty fecond 
Nadir Shaw’s equipage* among Vhich‘were all the magnificent 
tents taken from the palace* was pitched on the banks of the 
Jumna* before the Lahore gate, and a thoufand Perfians of rank, 
who had taken up their quarters in the palaces of Khan Dowraun* 
Saadulla Khan, &c. marched to Shalimar. Centincls were placed 
at the gates of the city* to prevent the Perfians from carrying away 
any Hindooflan women. A type of the laft day afflicted the inha¬ 
bitants of this once happy city, from the cruelties of the collcdors 
of the fine. It was, before* a general mallacre; but now,, the 
murder of individuals. In every chamber and houfo was heard the 
cry of affliftion. BufTunt Roy* agent of the penhons; kille/d his 
family and himfelf. Khalik Ear Khan Aabbed himfelf. Many 
took poifon. The * venerable Cauzee al Kuzzaat was difgraced by 
flripes. 

In the fame manner all the fervants of the crown* the mer- 
. chants* bankers* and all fufpedted of having money, were harfhly 
treated and many, to avoid torment, courted dcaffi by their own 
hands. Sleep and reft forfook the city. On the twenty third, 
additions were made double and treble to. the demands from the 
unfortunate officers of the court* and they were beaten and abuled 
without mercy. Fojedaur Khan* governor of the environs of the 

city) 
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city, from whom four lacks of rupees were demanded, of which he 
had paid one, efcaped from his guards, and arrived at his fort of 
Ferokhnuggvfr, twenty five cofsdiftantj where he continued, though 
Nadir Shaw invited him back by folemn promifes. He pleaded 
old age and inability. The 
in the vicinity of the city, 

Perfians. 


Jau^^l^er 

and^^^E^ 


Buddun Sing, rofe in arms 
the foraging parties of the 


4 


On the twenty fourth, a fire broke out in the imperial ‘ ferlh 
khanch, and deftroyed effefts amounting to a corore of rupees. 
Nadir Shaw now only ^waited tfor the payment of the fine, and the 
arrival of Niflar Mahummud Khan ; after which he relblved to 
march immediately, and replace Mahummud Shaw on his throne. 


At this time, abounding in difafters. and calamity, £he capital 
of the empire was become, from her various miferies and troubles, 
an emblem of the* day of univerfal diflblutionj Firft, fi"om the 
general maflacre, and the plunders and exceflbs of the Perfian 
armys the conjuration, and other events, the inhabitants of all.*, 
ranks were^ fb alatmecf, that like the affrighted animals of the defart, 
theyfoUght refuge in the mofl private and concealed corners from 
further infult. Secondly, from the great fcarcity of grain, ‘two 
feer of coarfe rice werft fold for a * rupee, and other neceffaries in 
proportion. Thirdly, from a peftilential diforder; no morning 
pafled'that whole crowds in every ftreet and lane did not die. 
Fourthly, from tlie exaftlons which occafioned a deliberate maflacre. 
Unprincipled and unfeeling wretches, ever ready to ufe occafion, 
took the various Quarters of the city in farm for the colleAion of 
the fine, at the original valuation. In place of ten, they extorted 
thirty and forty thoufand rufwes. The firft fum was paid to the 

D d 2 • treafury, 

' *• * 

• Repofitory of tents, carpets, canopies, cufhions, beds, Src. 

** About four pounds weight. ^ 

* Two (hillings and threepence' nearly* 
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treafury, and the reft embezzled by thefe infernal wretches. It fe 
probable, four or five corores were thus extorted from the miferable 
citizens, who, from the roads being blocked up, had ‘not power to 
fly from thefe dreadful calamities, nor a hope of affiftance. Dan- 
ufhmund Khan, one of the molH^medinen in Perfia, and hrft phy- 
freian to the conqueror, wh^^^K:en before this, at the requeft 
of Boorahjui al Moolk, hondlHHPn the rank of thrhe thoui'and, 
and now officiated as ambaflador between the emperors; was, at 
the’clefrre of Nadir Shaw,, promoted to the rank of feven thnufapd 
and hffice of * khanfamaun to Mahummud Shaw. 

• ^ A 

r 

I 

On the thirty firft, Mahummud Ghazee ad Dien Khan, fon of 
Nizam al Moolk, brought Meer Nizam ad Dien, fojedaur of the 
environs of the city, who had fled to Ferokhnuggur, to an interview 
with Nadir Shaw, to whom he prefented an oflfering of a lack and 
fifty thoufand rupees. He was gracioufly received, reeftablifhed in 
his office, commai^ed to bring in fupplies of grain, .and invite the 
people to the deferted. villages. The fame day, at the requeft of 
.Nizam al Moolk, orders were given by Nadir Slfccv to his chief 
fecrctary to prepare edifts to the governors ^ of the different pro¬ 
vinces and the chiefs of D^kkan, commanding them to obey Ma¬ 
hummud Shaw. Fifteen were accordingly written, and committed 
to Nizam al Moolk. * " 


On the firft of April, Raja Mujilifs Ram, dewan to the vizier, 
having paid four lacks of rupees# ftabbed himfelf to avoid the tor¬ 
tures ordered to be inflifted upon him to extort-an additional furn, 
Roy Khoofhal Chund and his fcxi did the &me. Seetaram, farmer 
of fome royal lands and treafurer to the vizier, alfo eight or ten 
principal officers, after having given ten, eight, fix, and four lacks of 
rupees, on more being demanded, made their efcape from the city. 
Jogul Kifhoor, Nagir Mul, Saafloolla Khan, and other principal 


* Steward of the houfehold. 
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vaqueels, were beaten almoft to death to extort money from them. 
People of all ranks deferted the city in crowds. 

On the third. Nadir Shaw ordered a feizure of the efFedts of 
many capital merchants, who had not paid the fums demanded from 
them ; in confequence of which rich goods were fold for a fourth 

and fifth part of their value. 

* • 

I 

On the fifth, Nadir Shaw’s feals were taken off the imperial 
ftore-rooms and repofitories, and thole of Mahummud Shaw slnd 
Danulhmund iOian affixed in their room. The lame day firmauns 
were fent from Nadir Shaw to Raja Jey Sing, Raja Abec Sing, 
Juggut Sing, and other rajas of Hindooftan; alfo to Raja Sahoo, 
Bajccraow, and other Dekkan chiefs, with theie contents: 

•* Between us’ and our dear brother Mahummud Shaw, in con- 
fideration of the regard and alliances of the two fovereignties, the 
** connexions of regard and friendlliip have been renewed ; (o that 
we may be efteemed as one foul in two bodies. Now our dear ^ 
** brother has been replaced on the throne of this extenfive em- 
pire, and we are moving to the conqueft of other regions, it is 
** incumbent that ye, like your forefathers in former times, walk 
, in the path of fubmiffion and obedience to our dear brother, as 
** they did to former fovereigns of the houfe of Timur. God 
« forbid it, but if accounts of your rebelling Ihould reach our cars, 

** We will blot you out of the pages of the book of creation.” 

. * 

On the leventlf of April, Nadir Shaw fent fome valuable jewels, 

. a firpeach, and bracelets, to Mahummud Shaw, with a meffage, 
that his march was fixed for the leventcenth of the month, and 
defiring, that on the morrow he would vifit him, attended by tJie 
nobility with all the infignia of ro^lty, that he might give him 
fome valuable advice, and take his leave. Accordingly, the next 

* morning. 
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morning, being the eighth of April, Mahummud Shaw, \;9ith 
imperial pomp, attended by the court, on a travelling throne came 
out at the gate' of the lion tower, and proceeded to' the grand hall 
of audience, at the fteps of which Nadir Shaw received him, 
and led him to a throne, after which all perfons retired. The 
two monarchs remained in private for near an hour. Nizam al 
Moolk, the vizier, and other great lords, were then admitted ; to 
whom Nadir Shaw fpoke nearly an hour, in* terms of advice mingled 
with threats. Viands were then diftributed, and drefles conferred 
upc>n them. Nadir Shaw prefented Jewels for a turban, with a 
fword fet with jewels, to Mahuihmvd Shaw, who then took leave, 
and retired to the lion tower in the fame Hate as before. 

On the eleventh, all the Perlians quitted the city, except the 
body guards of Nadir Shaw, and encamped near Shaiimar. The 
fame evening Nufler Oollah Mirza took leave of Mahummud Shaw. 
The foubah of Multaun and four mahals of Yemneenabad were, 
at Nadir Shaw’s requeft, granted to Zekariah Khan, in room of 
the deceafed Abd al Summud Khan, in additihiv^to the govern- 
'ment of Punjaab. » 

♦ 

i 

On the fourteenth. Nadir Shaw began his retreat from Dhely, 
and proceeded by regular marches to his own empire but as the 
events oY his rout^ but little concern the hiftory of Hindooftan, 
they arc not related in thefe pages. It is wonderM, but true, that 
the inhabitants of Dhely, at leall the debauched, who were by far 
the more numerous part, regretted the departure of the Perlians j 
and to this day, the exceffes of their foldiery are *topics of humour 
in the loofer converfation of all ranks, and- form the comic parts 
of the drolls or players. The people of Hindooflan at this time 
regarded only perfonal lafety and perlbnaj gratification. Mifery was 
difregarded by ihofe who efcaped it, and man, centered wholly in 
himfcl/i felt not for his kind. This felfilhnels, dellruftive of public 
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and private virtue, was univerfal in Hindooftan at the invafion of 
Nadir Shawj nor have the people become more virtuous lince, 
confequently, not more happy, nor more independant. 

Upon the retreat of Nadir Shaw, the emperor nude fome 
changes among the great officers of ftate, and advanced two noble¬ 
men, who had {hewn much attachment and ^elity to his perfon 
during the late troubles, to high rank. One of thefe was Ameer 
Khan, fon of the principal favourite of the emperor Aurungzebe, 
of the iame jiame, and the other Izaac Khan, of a middle rahk 
about the court. Mahumffiud jShlw, jealous of the power of the 
Tooraun nobles, wiffiedT to remove the vizier. Kummir ad Dien 
Khan from office. Ameer Khan was pitched upon to fucceed him; 
but the emperor was fearful of executing his refblution till the 
return of Nizam al Moolk to9ekkan, as he was nearly related 
to tlje vizier, whole intereft he efpoufed. This event at length 
occurred; the, nizam being ncceffitated to repair to his govern¬ 
ment,. where his fon Nalir Jting had begun to ^ume independ- 
ance. ^ With thigxtielign, he had taken leave of the emperor, and 
pitched his encampment near the city, having obtained the de- * 
putation-of his office of ameer al amra for his fon Ghazee ad Dicn 
Khali, who wa§ alfo fon in law to the vizier. Mahummud Shaw 
now privately bellowed the inkftand of the vizarut on Ameer 
Khan, who imprudently boalled of the honour he had received. 
Kummir ad Dien Khan hearing of this, advifed with the nizam 
how to adl, who recommended him to beg his difmiffion from 
court, and accompany him to Dekkan. He accordingly repaired 
to the nizam’s camp, from whence he difpatched a petition, ob- 
ferving to his majefty, that as he found a change towards him 
in the royal behjtViour, from the arts of interelled perfons, though 
he had been guilty willingly of no crime, he begged pcnniiJioii 
to retire to Dekkan and relign his office. Mahummud SJiaw, 
alarmed at the departure of the vizier, (for he poflefied not freadi- 
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nefs of refolutlon,) confulted with Ameer Khan and Izaac Klian 
what anfwer to return- The former advifed compliance with the 
requejfl-, afluring him, that- if he was appointed vizier, he would 
take fuch meafures as ihould fecure his majefty from fufFering 
from the refentment of the difoardcd minifter. The emperor was 
filent, and difmlfled Ameer Khan; after whofe departure he con¬ 
jured Izaac Khan by his own head to fpeak his real fentiments. 
Izaac Khan, patronized by Ameer Khan, and joined with him in 
the late confultations, was at a lofs; which the emperor obferving, 
again entreated him more earneftly. Upon this h(; replied, that 
if he Should recommend meafures contrary to thofe of Ameer 
Khan, he ihould forfeit his word, and if he advifod the iame, he 
foould be inimical to his majefty's welfare; therefore begged to 
be filent; but Mahummud Shaw repeated his requefts. He then 
obferved, that though Ameer KHhn was of high rank, and the 
fon of a nobleman of ft ill higher, and poflefled courage and much 
wit, yet from the loofenefs of his manners, he could not command 
proper relpe<fl: in the important office of vizier; that his dapend- 
, ^ ants, among whom was him/elfj by his patronage recommended 
to . his majefty, and raifed to diftinftions,'^ were as yet efteemed 
only by the great rajas of Hindooftan as ordinary perfons to 
whom they would not fubmit as fuperiors : that, on the contrary, 
they regarded with veneration the nizam and vizier, and efteemed 
their icrvice honourable to thcmfelves; therefore, jt would not 
be advifeable to remove fuch perfonages, for thofe like. Ameer 
Khan and himfelf. The emperor, upon this, fought to conciliate 
the vizier, and communicated his intentions to Ameer Khan; 
who immediately haftened to the nizftm, dffdring conceffions to 
him and the vizier. It was agreed, that he Ihould for the pre- 
fent, as a proof of his finccrity in relinquifhing his defigns againft 
the vizier, retire to his government of Aleafaad; which he did im¬ 
mediately. Thg vizier retumfed to court, where harmony was 
again eilabliftied, and Izaac Khan became equally the favourite 
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of the minifter, as pf Mahomtnud Shaw. Boorahan al Moolk 
was fucceeded iti the government of Oude by his fon in law SuiF- 
der Jung; Zekariah Khan was continued ibubahdar of Lahore; and 
Shujah ad Dowlah* navob of Bengal, was fucceeded by his fon 
Allah ad Dowlah S^erauz Khan; who beuig IhtMtly after defeated 
and llain by Aliverdi Khan, the governor, of Patna, the ufurper 
feized the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orilla, and was con¬ 
firmed in them by the imperial grants, for a large pcflicuih and a 
promife of remitting the royal revenues to the treafury. Nizanl* al 
Moolk returned to Dekkan, which had fallen into difordcr, fmm 
the difaffcdtioft of the province^ daring the invafion of Nadir Shaw, 
and the precipitate condudt of his fon Nalir J^ng. 


. Upon the departure of Ameer Khan to Aleabad, Iz^ Khan 
enjoyed the greatefi (hare of the emperor’s confidence; and as he 
did not afpire to the more important ofiices of (late, the vizier was 
not jealous of the favours conferred upon him: but Izaac Khan did 
not long furvive his esraltation. Mahummud Shkw was truly af¬ 
flicted at his Ibfs/ and continued his affeCtion for the father to his 
children, but particularly to the elded fon, Meerza Mahummud,* 
often faying, that*had he not him to fupply the place of the de- 
ceafed, he (hould have died of grief for his lots. 

. • ' 

This year the emperor fummoned to court Ameer Khan fi:om A.H.i»5( 
Aleabad, Suffdcr Jung, foubahdar of Oude, Zekariah Khan, nizam A.D. 174; 
of Lahore and Multaun; alfo the rajas Bukht Sing Rhatoree and 
Jey Sing. A mandate was likcwife difpatched to Nizam al Moolk; 
but he pleaded ii^excufe for his difobedience, his great age, though 
in faCt he was at the time employed in fecuring the government of 
Dekkan to his ^mily. Raja Jey Sing died this year, and three of 
his wives with many concubines burned themfelves on his funeral 
pile. Ameer Khm and Suffder Jung, on their arrival at court, 
were received with the greatcd marks of the royal favour. This 
VoL. II. e year 
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year, the emperor’s only fon, prince Ahmed, was married to i 
daughter of the lineal defcendant of Mahabut Khan, fo celebrated 
in the reign of * •• Jchaungeer. The foubahdary of Guzarat wai 
conferred on Fjokhir ad Dowlah ; but, after a feeble attempt tc 
recover it from rite Mharattas,- he returned to Dhely. 

A. H. 1157. SufFder Jung was hononoured with the poll of meer atulh, 01 

A. D. 1744, command of the artillery,-and the gQvernment of Kalhmeer. 

»■* 

A. H. 1158. 'This year the emperor, at the requell of Suffder Jung, march* 

A*D. J74i, jQ reduce'’Ali Mahummud Khan, a Rohilla adventurer, whc 

, had from the negligence of government pofielTed himfelf of the 
dillridts of 'Kutteer, and aUiimed independance of the royal 
authori^. He was belieged in a Ibrtrefr called Bangur, and being 
taken prifoner, was committed to the care of the vizier; after 
which the royal army returned to Dhely. Zekariah Khan dying, 
the Ibubahd^ of Lahore was conferred on the vizier, who 
appointed two fobs of the deceafed his deputies} but the bro¬ 
thers quarrelling with each other, the eldell ob^'ained fuperiori^ 
in the conte/l, and was confirmed in the gqveriunent of the pro¬ 
vince, with the title of Shaw-nowauz Khan. 

9 

^.H. U59. This year was dillinguilhed by no other remarkable events, 
\.D.i 746. than the" death of Ameer Khan, and the marriage of Shujahad 

Dowlah, fon of Suffdcr Jung, to the daughter of the late Izaac 

Xhan, 

• Mahabut Khan feSzcd that emperor’s peribn, and for fome time controuled 
the royal authority j but was obliged to retire by the intrigues of the emprels 
.Noor Jehaun. 

•• The founder of the Rohilla government, in’the end overthrown by Shujah 
ad Dowlah with the afliftance of the Englilh, far having ‘ ae^eaed to fulfil 
the terms of a treaty made with him, when defended by his arms from the 
invafions of the Mlyirattas. * 

* Now called, from the refidence of the Rohillas, Rohilcund. It is in pol^ 
felTion of the navob vizier. 


MAHUMMUD SHAW. 


219 


Khan, the emperor’s favourite. Thefc ntiptials were celebrated 
with uncommon Ipleiulpur. Among the preients made to the bride, 
were one thoufand frlycr cups, each weighing * one hundred rupees. 

** * . • 

Ameer Khan had dnee his laft arrival at court condudled the 
whole adminiliration; the vizier being incapable of attending the 
durbar,. from a hurt occahoned by a fall from a terrace, and con¬ 
tentedly allowing his rival to exercife the influence of his office in 
his name, while he enjoyed fecurity and repofe. Saffder Jung, the 
only one of the nobility able to oppofe him, was his friend j fo that 
he had no competitor for J:he royal favour. JHe was naturally frfee 
of ipeech, and the emperor, fbnd of his repartee, had allowed him 
more licenfe in converfation than was confident with refpeA to his 
own dignity. As he. acquired power in the date, this freedom 
grew to importunity, when he was on bufinefs with the emperor; 
which by degrees difguded Mahummud Shaw, and thade Mm wifh 
his removal from office. The royal jealoufy was alfo excited by 
Ameer Khan’.s paying a vifit to the princes pf jhe blood confined 
in the citadel of. Seleemgur. The emperor, however, fearing his 
powdr, did not openly fhew any change towards him* At length,. 
Ameer Khan one* day'preffing fome requed, which his majedy did 
not chufe to grant, he defired him to be filent, and he w'ould hear 
him on the fubjedt another day. The minider perfided, and was 
three times mildly puC off, but diU continued his importunity. At 
length, Roze Afzoon Khan, a eunuch, nazir of the haram, re¬ 
buked him in harfh terms for hi^ difrefpedt to his fovereign ; upon 
which Ameer Khan, highly enraged, exclaimed, “ What privilege 
*** has a flave to interrupt the converfation of a nobleman ?” The 
eunuch replied, If J am a ilave, I am the flave of his majedy 
** alone, and not of others.” The minider, inflamed with paflion, 
now addrefled the cmpq'or, faying, if the eunuch was not removed, 

E e 2 he 
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^ The nazir has the foie dire^on of the feraglio. 
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he would no longer atftnd the. court; and demanded the difpofal 
of his office of nazir to one of his own fervants. The emperor con- 
fented for the prefent, and the minifter retired; buf Mahunmiud 
Shaw, on confideration, was alarmed for his own fafety, Ihould 
Ameer Khan perfift in claiming pofleffion of die nuzzarut. The 
eunuch advifed the aHaffination of the minifler, and undertook to 
cffedl it,, without delay. The emperor ailented. A peribn who 
had been difeharged from the lervice of Ameer Khan, was applied 
» to by the eunuch, and agreed to perpetrate the murder. A day or 
two afterwards the minifter attended the durbar, to receive the 
inVertiture of the nuzzarut, bringing with him Aggah Khan, a 
favourite eunuch, to be appointed ^his deputy in its immediate 
exercife.' The afiaffin was placed in the paflage leading to the 
chamber of private audience, and coming behind him juft as he 
had reached the door, ftabbed him with a dagger fo effcdtnally, 
that the unfortunate Ameer Khan fell down dead on the inftant. 
His corple was thrown into a palanquin and carried to his own 
houie, where the, imperial officers had been already lent to feize 
his effedls; but were refifted by the military followers of the de- 
ceafed, under pretence that great arrears of pay due to them, 
fatisfedlion for which they demanded, before 'they would rclinquifti 
the perlbnal eftate; nor would they fuffer the body to be biiried. 
After four days, Suffder Jung pledging himfelf for the payment of 
their demands, if they would give up the cofpfc for interment, by 
this time in a ftatc of putrefa^ion, they confented; keeping, 
however, the neafeft relations of .the deceafcd in their hands, as a 
fccurity for the performance of his premife., After the funeral, the 
effedls were fold to fatisfy the troops, and the emperor obtained 
pofleffion of the jewels and armoury for a lack of rupees, which 
were worth *’ fifty lacks, if not a greater fum. The jaghire of the 
deceafod was given to the daughter of the emperor,' and put under 
the diretftion of Nudjum ad Dowkh, fon to the late Izaac Khan. 

. ' This 

* Twelve thoufand pounds* 

^ l ive hundred thoufand pounds. fiffling* 
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This year was diftinguifhed by the invaiion of Ahmed Abdallee, A. H. ii6i 
ind the death of the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Ahmed was the *747 
on of a chief of the Afghaun tribe of Abdal, in the vicinity of tlie 
:ity of Heraut, and was taken prifoner in his infancy by Nadir Shaw, 
kvho gave him the poft of a ‘ yeflawul, and by degrees promoted 
bim to a confiderable command in his‘^army. Upon the aflaflina- 
:ion of that monarch, he had the good fortune to poflefs him- 
felf of a confiderable treafure, with Which he retired to his 
native country, and afiumed the honours of royalty over the Af~ 
ghauns of his tribe. He then marched againft the fortrefs of Can? 
dahar, w'hich Submitted to hi| arms; and prevailed upon Nafir 
Khan, the foubahdar Of Cabul, to acknowledge his authority, 
permitting him to continue iii office on promifing to pay down five 
lacks of rupees. Nafir Kh^U would have performed his agree¬ 
ment, but the chief inhabitants of the province refufmg to con¬ 
tribute the- fum, and perfuading him to refift, he withdrew his 
allegiance; upon which Ahmed Abdallee marched againft him. 

On his approach thfe -people of Cabul deferted their governor, and 
Nafir Khan retired to the city of Peftiawir, where he held out for 
fome time; buftfcarful, of falling into the hands of Abdal Shaw,' 
as his provifions were exhaufted, and he had no hopes,of a fuppl/t 
he made his efcape towards Dhely, leaving his family and eifeds 
behind him, which, with the fortrefs, fell into tlie hands of the 
befiegers, two days after his departure. During this liege, Shaw- 
nowauz Khan, foubahdar of Lahore, offered to join the fortunes 
of Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, on condition of being appointed his 
vizier, and his propofal was accepted ; but, at the remonftrance of 
his uncle Kummii; ad Dien Khan, vizier to the* emperor Mahum¬ 
mud Shaw, he repented of his treachery; and when Ahmed 
Abdallee, on the fall of Pefhawir, claimed performance of his 
engagement, he* declined it. The fhaw, being enraged, marched 
againft Lahore, which fell into hi^ hands after a fliort rellftancc. 

Shaw- 


* Macc-bcarer. 
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Shaw-nowauz Khan made his efcape, with a few attendants, to 
Dhely. Emboldened' by this fucceft, and the weaknefs of the empire, 
Ahmed Shaw refolved to attempt the conqueft of the capital of Hin- 
dooftan; and in the beginning of this year began his march from . 
Lahore. Mahummud Shaw, being at this time toa much indif- 
pofed to take the field, difpatched his only fon, prince Ahmed, 
againft the enemy, under the conda<^ of the vizier, Kummir ad 
Dien Khan, SufFder Jung, ibubahd^ of- Oude, Eefurce Sing, raja 
of<Jeypore, and feveral other chiefs, with‘a great army. They 
advanced to the banks of the SuttuUudge without meeting the 
enemy, who had artfully pafled .them and plundered the rich city 
of Sirhind, where the heavy baggage of the prince was depolited. 
Upon intelligence of this misfortune the prince returned, and upon 
his arrival hear the enemy threw up entrenchments round his 
camp. The Afghaun fhaw did the fame; and for fome days feveral 
flcirmifhes took place between the two armies. At length, Kummir 
ad Dien Khan, the vizier, ‘ being killed as he -was at his devotions in 
his tent by a cannon ball, a panic prevailed in the Mogul army, and 
Eeefuree Sing with his Raajepootes fled from ^he/ field. Meer 
‘ Munnoo, the vizier’s fon, and SufiHer Jung, , ho#ever, difclained 
to fly, and by their addrels reftored order in thtf camp: The next 
day, a magazine of rockets taking fire 'in the enemy’s camp, num¬ 
bers of the. troops were wounded by the explofion; and Ahmed 
Shaw Abdallee, either difheartened by this lofe, or fatisfied by the 
plunder gained at Sirhind, thought proper to retreat towards Cabul, 
which he did unmolefted. Mahummud Shaw being near fiis end, 
upon intelligence of the enemy’s defeat, commaaded the prince to 
return to Dhely, having firft conferred the government of Lahore 
on Meer Mtinnoo, as a reward for his fervices. Before the royal 
army reached Dhely the emperor expiree^ aged forty eight years and 
fome months, in the thirty firfl year of his reign<' His death was 
concealed for fome days, till thp arrival of the prince ; who on the 
firft of jemmaud al Awul was falutcd emperor in the garden of 

Shalimar; 
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Shalimar, and on Friday, the twelfth of thd fame month, went in 
royal pomp to the great mofque, where the khootbah was read, and 
coins were firuck in his name. Mahumtnud Shaw was buried in 
the college of Nizam ad Dien, in a fepulchre he had ere<lted on 
purpofe. 

Mahummud Shaw was not deflitute of abilities and judgment, 
but had an indolence of diipohtion too blameable in a Ibvercign; on 
which account he was overruled by his miniHers, and governed J?y 
his domeftic fervants. He was unable to rellore the empire from 
the decline it^had fuffered, during the reign of Ferokhlerc j and 
being very young at his acce&on, and addidted to pleafure, he 
negledted publick bufinefsj fo that dilbrder encreafed. After the 
invalion of Nadir Shaw he became dispirited, and gave himfelf up 
to devotion and ^e ibciety of religious men. He was averfe from 
(^prelHon and ihedding of blood, and the people from him fufrered 
no wrong. While he lived, the royal name was reipedtable; and 
by his prudence he fuftained the tottering pillars, of the ftate from 

frlling into<tot^l ruin, but could not repair the unwieldy fabric. 

• • 

' * 

Kummir. ad Dien Khan, vizier, though neglcilful of bufinefr, 
and much addicted to women and wine, yet -was fb merciful and 
generous, that the inhabitants of Dhely frill remember him with 
gratitude and affodtion,* notwithfranding his incapacity for. his im- • 
portant fration. 
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Ahmed Shaw on his acccflion offered the vizarut to Nizam at 
Moolk ; who excufed himfelf fr9m accepting it, on; account of hia 
great age, being in his hundred and fourth year; nor did he long 
furvive this refufal, dying about a month afterwards in the vicinity 
of Boorahanporc, the capital of Khandeflie. • He had governed the 
Mogul provinces of Dekkan for .thirty years, as an indcpendant 
prince, except in name, with great ability and fucccls. He left 
behind him fix fons, and was fuccccded in Dekkan by the fecond. 
Meet Ahmed Nafir Jung; the cldeft, Ghazee ad Dien, refidiaig at 
Dhely, in the office of ameer al amra. Nizam al Moclk is much 
■ venerated in Hmdooftan for his wifdom, policy, generofity, and 
learning. An account of his life would form- a volume, which 
may one day be prefented to the public. 

Immediately upon the death of the nizam the vizarut was be¬ 
llowed on Suffdcr Jung, who affumed the whole adminiftration of 
the imperial authority •, Ahmed Shaw, contrary to the hopes which 
had been formed of him, giving himfelf up to pleafure, and paying 
no attention to the af^irs of government. ^ffder Jung’s firft 
meafure in office, w-as to attempt the expulfion of the Rohillas 
from Kutteer, bordering on hts province of Oude. He for this 
purpole inftigated Kaium Jung, the navob of Ferokhabad, to de¬ 
clare war againft them, Ali Mahunimud their chief being juft 
dead, and the eountry in an imfettled ftate, owing to the minority 
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of his fons and the amhitioos difputes of tlieir guardians. Kaium 
Jung complied with the wi03es of the vizier, but was defeated and 
ilain by the Rohillas. 

• Difappointed in the conqueft of Kutteer, Suffer Jung refOlved 
to reap advantage from the the deluded Kaium Jung. He 

petfuaded the emperor to marcl^owards Ferokhabad, and confif- 
cate his eflates. The widow, children, and mother of the navob, 
unable to refill, fubmitted to his authority and gave up their trea- 
fures. The principal fervants of the deceafed were lent prilbnerslto 
Alcabad i but his mother was ajlowed to keep the city of Ferokh- 
abad and twelve fmall dlArKfls, for the fupport of the family, as they 
had been conferred on it in perpetuity by the emperor Ferokhfere. 

The conquered countiy was committed to the care of the vizier’s 
deputy. Raja Nowil Roy. This year, Ahmed Abdallee advanced A. H. 1162. 
again as for as Labdrci but being gallantly refilled by Meet Mun- A* 1 ^** 749 - 
noo, he thought proper to retreat, on his agreeing to pay him the ’ 
revenuc^f four dilltifls in that province. ’ 

The vizier was fcarcfly returned to Dhely, when Ahmed Khan, A. H. 1163. 
abrotfesr.of the late Kaium Jung, Cbllefted an army of Afghauns, A. D. 1750. 
and recovered die terriUMies lately feized from his family, by de¬ 
feating Raja NowU Roy^ who was flain in the aftion. The vizier 
•was on his march to aflill his deputy, when he received accounts of 
his death, and prefled on to revenge it; but the fortune of Ahmed 
Khan prevailed. He, in a general aftion, defeated the vizier, who 
fled to Dhely, trembling for the fafcty of his province of Oude, 
now expofed to tl^e«refentment' of the enemy. 


Ahmed Khai^ immediately" after his vidloiy marched to Ale- 
abad, which fortrefe he befieged, and difpatched his fon Mhamood 
Khan to fcize the city of Lucoow, "Ipic vizier fummoned an army 


of Mharattas to his aflillance, with 
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lofe, he moved from Dhely, recovered his ovvn dominions from 
the enemy, and obliged AWcd Khan, with his allies the other 
Rohillas,, tp takeiheker inthe 4 ;dils. Upon hk fubraiffion, Ahmed 
Khan was reinftated in the poiTeffion of Fcrokhabad and a country 
producing a revenue of iixteen lacks of rupees; the reft of the 
territories poffelTed by the late being divided between 

the vizier and the Mharattas. Tm other Rohillas piirchafed their 
pardon by the payment of a large qontribution. This year was alfo 
dikinguifhcd by an attempt to recover the foubahdary of Ajmere 
frfcm the Raajepootes, who had affumed- independance; but the 
imperial general was defeated, antj returned in h'fgrace to Dh^iy. 
The vizier, after his vidory, employed ‘himfelf in refettliug his 
wafted provinces. 

This year was diftinguiftied by the death of Nalir Jung, fecond 
fon and fucceflbr to Nizam ul Moolk in Dekkan, by a confpiracy 
of liis otvn fervants, aflifted by the French, who furprized his 
camp while he‘was engaged in quelling a rebellion raifed by his 
nephew Muzzuffir Jung, who was taken prifoner; buthn the death 
of his uncle was placed on the. muftiud pf Dekkan by the con- 
Ipirators.. This young prince did not Jong enjoy his dignity, but 
was aflaflinated almoft immediately after his acceffion, by the fame 
perfons who had raifed him to power j wljen Sullabut Jung, third 
fon of the old nizam, was placed on the mufnud by the French, 
and Raja Ragonaut, dewan to Muzzuflir Jung. Mr. Bufly w'as 
created a noble of the empire, and the northern firkaurs granted 
in jaghire to his nation.* 

This year Ahmed Shaw Abdallee again advanced as far as La¬ 
hore, and was oppofed for four mdnths by Meer Munnooj who, 
however, lofing two of his principal generals, and his troops being 
dilpirited, was obliged to fti^it. He was received into favour 

/ ' by 

• For a detail of thefc evcJts, tee Mr. Orme's elegant hiftoiy. 
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by the conqueror, who appointed him governor of Lahore acul 
Multaun under his authority ; and thus were thefe two valuable 
provinces tom»from their dcpendance on the defeendants of Timur. 
Ahmed Abdallee, during; his ftay at Lahore, fent an ambalTador 
to Dhely, demanding conceOions from the emperor; who, much 
alarmed, recalled SufFder Jung, to court. The vizier obeyed the 
fummons, and repaired to Dhely, with his own army, ■ and liis 
auxiliary Mharattas; but Jaw^ied Khan, the favourite eunuch, 
before his arrival had perfuaded the emperor to purchafe peace By 
complying with the demands of the Abdallee monarch, who rcw 
trejited from Lmhorc to his*owp dominions. The vizier, offended 
at this meafure, declined appearing at court, encamped in the 
r.cighbpurhood of Dhely, and inforhicd the emperor that he mi-n. 
devife wMne means of paying the Mharattas, whom he had brought 
to his affiftance on the promife of a large fum of money. At 
this period, fortunately for Ahmed Shaw, Ghazee ad Dien Khan, 
eldeft fon of the late nizam, efteeming the death of his brother 
Nalir Jung, favourable to his claims on the govefnment of Dek- 
kan, offefSd lO'.pay the demands of the Mharattas, if the emperor 
would grant him the lijubahdary of that country. Ahmed Shaw * 
readily complied, *and G^^pzee ad Dien Khan prevailed on the 
IVIharatta chiefs to accompany him to Dekkan, by payment of a 
large fum of money Jn hand, and promifes of greater favours 
' when he fliould arrive at his government. * 

The vizier, Suffder Jung, upon the departure of the Mharattas, 
entered Dhely, and attended' in his offices at court; but he was 
much difguAcd at,the influence of the eunuch Jaweed Khan over 
the emperor, and the difgraceful peace made by the favourite’s 
* advice with the Abdallee Shaw. He relblved to remove him; 
and, for this purpofe, having invited him. to an entertainment, 
had him aflaffinalcd by one of his .fervants. This adtion enraged 
the emperor againft him, and made^im’ refolve orr difplacing him 
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frotali'hU perfon «nd du» vtsarut^ sfyut ruch vnu tiie powsf df 
Sttfiikr Jung». disit Abihed Sluiw Attd not ibr the preixaxt -avo^ 
his deiignst 

« ♦ 

Ohazee aii^l>ieii fi!!haik» %ith the Mhuattos* reached Aurung* 
ibadk tho capihU of < Dekkan, uoi»olefted« < hut died fuddenly, a 
few nights after his arrival at the city; ujion which his ibliowers 
diiperled, and ins body waS( brought by ,his dofSwiftiCB to Dbcly. 
He left behind him ono' Udo, named Shaab ad Uiea* a youth, of 
OKtraorc^ary abilities^ By the intereft of Sudfder Jung* he was 
appointi^ to fuccqed hkt. fitther as ^meer al amra* aud receivedNhe 
latne titles Ghzzee ad*Dira Khan Bahadur* in addition to his 
own^ 'The firft uie Whkh the young man made of his powpr* was 
. to advifc the emperor to fuoceed to extremities in his reientmeat 
againft his patron. Ahoied Shaw* aot^ordingly* removed him from 
his office of meer atuih* and expoUcd his deputy fh>m the palace. 
^uSKler Jung* unwilling to refill his fbviereign* requefted to be 
avowed to retire to his government of Oudej and the ^mperor 
oonfimting* be left Phely* and ‘encamped at a final! dutEuice from 
' it. His fttenth*' ^however* tepve&atit^ tp him the folly of lb 
eafily refigning his power* he chaBg||||i, Ids intention’ of repairing 
to Oifde* and refidved to depoib Ahin^ -Shaw * fur which purpofe 
he called the Jimts to hh afliftam^ and throwing oft his alle¬ 
giance* let up a youth as emperor* ptMending thstt he was one of 
the rcyal fiunily who had efcaped ftom prilbn. He befieged Dhely 
fbr fix months* but was bravely refill:^ by the >youog ameer al 
amra. Both parties at l^gth being tired of thf war* Suftder 
.Jung, on being allowed to keep the provinces pf Oude and Ale- 
abad* gave up the pretended prance*, and tetired to his govera- 
j^ent, leaving Ghaaee ad DJnn Khantn pofieflion of wht^ authority 
yet remain^ to the imperial name* ^nd hi$ ofiice Of > vizier was 
coDfetred on Intizam ad. Dowlfh* fon of the haa vmer, Kutiumir 
ad Dieii Khan; 
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AH MED SHA^* 

» 

Upon ^ retreat of SufFder Jong, Ghazee ad Dlen Khan, 
being jtoned an an& 7 > of MSianttas, which he had invited into 
his fhrvice, marched from Dhely againft the Jaut raja, Soorauje 
Mul, who podelifed the province of Agra. The raja, unable to 
keep the fitSd, retired Co his Htongefr fortiefr, which was fur- 
tounded; but the miniiler having no hatteriq^ Cannon petitioned 
the emperor to lend the royal train from Dhely. By this time 
Ahmed Shaw had been alarmed at dbe ambitiotts proceedings of 
the young ameer al amra, who had behaved-towards him with 
great haughtinefr, and (hewn little refpesft to the royal authority, 
which made liim apprphehfive of his own frfrty, (hould he ac¬ 
quire the rich conquell of the Jaut territories- Soorauje Mul 
had abb written ptii^tely to Cptut, that if Ac emperw would 
march to • Secundra, he would* join him with his troops, and free 
him frmn the impending dangers o£ ihe treachery of lus minifrer. 
This petrtion was enforced by the advice of Intizam ad Dowlah, 
who enjoyed the chief conhdience of the emperor and his mother, 
to wbc^e.afie<ftions he had fucceeded on the death of Jaweed Khan. 
Ahmed Shaw fefaled the cannon, and marched from Dhely with 
a (mall army of b<^u(bhold guards, hut a cumbrous train of fol¬ 
lowers and baggage, carrying v^lh him all the ladies of the haram, 
to Secundra. Ghazee ad Dien, on intelligence of 'this, detached a 
par^ of Mhaiattas to impede his progrefr. Theft plunderers fur- 
prized the royal camp at bight. Ahmed Shaw, with his mother 
and vizier, made their efcape in covered, litters to Dhely, with a 
few attendants, leaving their unhappy follOWeM to the mercy of 
the eneniy. On this occafroo, all the infrgnia ibyahy, the im¬ 
perial 'fiad maiqr priareflos^of ihei Timur frimily, (among 

whom wn»' di^'^lridow of Msh ta mmad Shaw) frdi into the hands 
of the hihacMths. 'After die ci aa fi i fio si of vi6tDry and conftquent 
plhhdei*, the were leleaftii, and fesrotlhed widi an efcort 

to t»iely. ’ V 

j * Ghazee 

. • A town between JDhjIy and Agra. 
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. H. 1167. Ghazee ad Dien now returned to Dhely, and alTuming the 
• D. 1753. vizarut from Intizam ad Dowkh. > d^led the unfortunate Ahmed 
Shaw, who was blinded, and conned with his mother in Se- 
leemgur. Yezzecz ad Dien, fon of the late Jehaundar Shaw, was 
. proclaimed emperor, by the title of Aulumgeer the Second. This 

event happened on ^nday, the tenth of Shaubaun, 1167. 

» 

* • 

This year died SuiFder Jung, late vizier, and foubahdar of Oude, 
and was fucceeded in his government and efrates by his fon Shujah 
ad'Dowlah. 
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Ghazee ad Dien Khan» 


upon the eflablifhment of the new 


emperor’s adnxniAration, marcjied from Dhely, carrying the pa¬ 
geant monarch with hirii, intending to wreft Lahore and Multaun 


from the Abdallee conqueror. Meet Munnoo, tlie governor, being 
lately dead, and the conlequent confufion of affairs promiiing fuc- 


ccfs to his defigns; but a mutiny breaking out in a corps of cavalry, 
the officers treacKeroufly feized his perfon, and treated him with 


great indignity. His other troops were afraid to adl while he was 
in the hands of an enemy. The emperor, who was difgufted at 


the haughiincf'. of his minifrer, encouraged the mutineers, and 
even offered them a Itfge fum to deliver their prifbncr into hi^ 
hands- .In this dangerous “crifis, the fortitude and addrefs of 
Ghazee did not forfake him. He foothed the difcontented officers 
with aflurances of paying their arrears and forgetting their difre- 
peft to his perfon. They releafed him ; and the firft ufe he made 
of his freedom was, to order Nujeeb ad Dowlah with his followers 


to fall upon the revolted corps. Numbers were flaughtered, and 
the reft difperfed. The minifter returned for the prefent to Dhely, 
where he placed ^hc weak Aulumgeer under a guard, and then 
taking with him the emperor’s cldeft fon. Alee Gohur, renewed 
•his expedition. 


Ghazee ad Dien had been betrothed to the daughter of Mcer 
Munnoo, and he now made the completion of his elpoufals a 

pretence 
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w 1* 

* - • ' 

pretence for marching to Lahore, in order to conceal his defigns 
of feizing the government Yrom thic widow. Upon his arrival at 
Lodiana, he difpatched a fplcndid cfcort and a letter to her mother, 
demanding his bride. She complied )|irith his requeid, and com¬ 
mitted the young lady to. the charge of his emiflaries, with her 
marriage portion, happy to purchafe fo eafily the protedlion pi 
* the vizier. While engaged in thj! feftivities of his nuptials, the 
minifter dilpatched fuddenly a coq^derable force to Lahore, and 
the govemefs, not fulpefting treachery, was fei^d and conduded 
witJi her trrafures to the camp of her fon in law, who conferred 
the government of, the province ^n Adeena Begc.Khan for an 
advance of thirty lacks of rupees. Upon the accomplishment 
of this'affiur he returned to Dhely; hut the widow of. Meet 
Munnoo was. not to be appeafied, threatening him with ipeedy 
vengeance for her afironts, from Ahmed Shaw Ahdallee, het 
fovereign. Shortly indeed were her alTurances fulfilled j and the 
unfortunate fubjefts of Hirwloofian fcvercly punifhed for the avarice 
of the vizier, who, however, by his addrefe efcaped the danger, 
which his inlidious, policy inflided on the people. 

■ t 

Ahmed Shaw Ahdallee immediately on intelligence of the 
vizier’s treachery marched Brom Candahar to Lahore, which was 
evacuated on hh approach, and porfiied his route to Dhely, 
Ghazee ad Dien, knowipg himfelf incapable of refiffing fuch an 
enemy, begged forgivenefs of his mother in law, and obtaining 
her recommendations to the Shaw, fet out for his camp with a 
few attendants. The Afghaun rebuked him fevwcly fiir his trea¬ 
cherous copdud, but confented to pardon himt bn promiie oi 
H. 1170. a large contribution from Dhely. To the capital the minifiei 
D, 1756. accompanied him, and, like Nadir Shaw, the conqueror took up 
his refidence in the citadel. The wretched emperor Aulupageer, 
being incapalde of refifiance» .afieded to receive him as a royal 
giiefi. Dhely Was for many dttys given up to the madleis plun- 

dej 
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• 

der of the foldiery, whofe avarice was infatiable. Such wasr their 
cruelty in gratifying it, that nuti.bers of the unfortunate inhabitants 
put themfelvc^ to death, with their women, to efcape uifgrace. 

A whole month palRd in terror and alarms. The boufc ot the 
late Kummir ad Dien Khan was plundered, and thofe families 
who had been fortunate enough to efcape the rapacity of Nadii* 
Shaw, were now alfo involved in ruin. Unfatisfied with the 
wealth of the capital, Ahmed Shaw marched againfl the Jaut raj^, 
Soorauje Mul, who poffelled the province of Agra, and dilpatcli- 
ed Ghazee ad Dien Khan, with one of his generals and two 
princes of the* houfe o^ '^innir, to raife contributions from the 
Doaub, or countries lying between the Ganges and Jumna rivers. 

Ghazee ad Dien being arrived at Ferokhabad, Ahmed Khan 
Bungufh, the foubahdar, purchafed his fafety by a fum of money, 
and joined him with his troops ; the miniller intending to purfue 
his march into the territories of the young navob pf Oude, Shujah 
ad Dcw Jah, who, fuipedling his defigns, had marched with all 
his forces to tHe frontier of his country, and.was joined by the •* 
navob Saadoollah Khart, chief of the Rohillas, an alliance tJien 
fubliiling between them.. Ghazee, after trying in vain to de¬ 
tach Saadoollah from his friend, thought it prudent to fufpend 
hoftilities, and finally -to give over his defigns upon Qjjde, on 
Shujah’s confenting to pay him an offering of five lacks of rupees 
for the young princes. He halted however at Ferokhabad, being 
unwilling to return to the Afghaun conqueropr without the fums 
he had pi6hiifed him. 

Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, who had marched agaiinft the raja 
‘Soorauje Mul, after taking Bullumgur, a firong fortrefs, and 
inflidting a general maflacre on the unhappy inhabitants of Muttra, 

(a city venerated as holy among the Hindoos, and the refoit of 
pilgrims from all parts of the empire) vvas employed in reducing 
VoL. II, G g the 





6 AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS. 

Dowlah had been depofed by the affiftancc of the Englifh, and 
Meer jaffier fet up in his room. 

* • 

Ghazee ad Dien Khan> difappointed in his attacks on the 
prince, refolved to execute vengeance on Nujeeb ad Dowlah, his 
proteftor; and for this purpofe called in an army of Mharat- 
tas, under the chiefs Junko and Duttah Sindia, who invaded his 
country, which he defended againft them for fome months, being 
affifted by the navob of Oude and the Rohillas j when the Mha- 
rattas, at lerigth, agreed for a fum of money to grant him peace, 
being called upon to defend theilr newly acquire'd territories in 
-Lahore, which were threatened with lofs by the approach of 
Ahmed Shaw Abdallee. Ghazee ad Dien Khan, apprehenfive 
of the refentment of that prince for the indignities (hewn to 
Aulumgeer, and the removal of Nujeeb ad Dowlah from the 
port of ameer al anara conferred upon him by Abdallee, aflaffi- 
nated his unhappy fovereign j and leaving Dhely in poflellion of 
the Mharaltas, retired to one of the fortreffes of Raja Soorauje 
. Mul, chief of the Jauts, who gave him ’ protedbion. ’ Mphee al 
Sunnut, fon of Kaum BukhOi, and grandiqn of Aurungzebe, 
was feated on the throne, by the title of ^ Shaw Jehaun^ and in- 
fulted with the empty name of emperor. 

c 

When Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, left his fon Timur Shaw with' 
Jehaun Khan at Lahore, that chief thought it prudent to beftow 
a conlidcrable tradl of country in farm on Adeena Beg Khan, 
the general of the late Mecr Munnoo, who was at the head of 
a confiderable body of troops. Adeena Beg .accepted his offer, 
and for fome time remained faithful in hiS employment j but, 
being at length fuipicious of Jehaun Khan’s intentions towards 
him, he quitted his office, aftd retired to the hills with his fol¬ 
lowers; where he excited the Siks to rebellion, and, in con- 
jundtion with them, overran the country between the rivers Ra- 

wee 

" Reviver of religion. 

^ Kin? of the world. 
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wee and Suttulludge. Jehaun Khan fent againfl him Moraud 
Khan, who was defeated, and the Durannies driven. from feveral 
places. At this time, Ragonaut Raow, Shumflieer Bahadur, and 
Hollyir, had reached, the vicinity of Dhely with an army of Mha- 
rattas, to whom Adeena Beg Khan difpatched frequent invita¬ 
tions to invade Lahore, which they accepted. At Sirliind they 

s 

were oppofed by the governor, whom . they defeated and took 
prifoner; after which they prqeeeded to Lahore by forced march^es. 
Jehaun Khan, after fonae Ikirmiihing, found himfelf unequal 
to defence againfl fuch fuperior numbers,, and flying with Tifctir 
Shaw in the**greateft haffe, • evacuated the country. His retreat 
put the vidlors in pofl'effion of the provinces of Lahore and Mul- 
taun; the former of which they .conferred upon Adeena Beg Khan, 
on his agreeing to pay them annually the fum. of • feventy five 
lacks of rupees, and retreated to Dhely. On the rains approach¬ 
ing, they ■ marched back to Dekkan, but left a body of troops 
under Junko, as foubahdar of AJmere, to protedl their con- 
quefts. 

« 

» « 

The next year, ^deena Beg Khan dying, Junko gave the 

government’of Sirhind to Suddeek Beg Khan, the country be¬ 
tween the rivers to the widow of Adeena Beg Klian, and ap¬ 
pointed Summa, a Mharatta chief, to refidc at Lahore as fou¬ 
bahdar, who extended his dependancies as far north as*the river 
Attok., During thefe events, the Mharatta power had fpread 
itfelf in almoft every province of Hindooftan, when Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah, the Rohillas, and Shujah ad Dowlah united, to pre¬ 
vent, if pofllble,,the total overthrow of Mahummedan exiftence 
in the empire. Nujeeb lad Dowlah was at this time clofely 
blocked up at Sukkertal •, and though Shujah ad Dowlah had 
in ibme meafure alTifled him, yet the number of the enemy was 
fo fuperior, that there was little profpe<Sl of long holding out 

againft 
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againfl them. The.Hindoo princes alfo were equally oppreffed 
by the Mharattas who, though of the fame faiths only, left a 
bare maintenance to thofc whom they cpnquered, ‘Both Muflul- 
mauns and Hindoos joined in petitions to Ahmed Shaw, that he 
would tnatch and alTume the throne of Dhely, in wliich they 
promifed to fupport him. The AbdaUee, enraged at the feizure 
of Lahore by the Mharattas, w'as rejoiced at the invitation, which 
allured him that he would only have one enemy to oppofe, and 
he refolved to accept it. He advanced^ without delay acrofs the 
Atfok, and drove the Mharattas before him to Lahore, which 
they evacuated alfo upon his artivijl, ‘They were jteined in their 
flight by Suddeck Beg Khan, the widow oi"Adeena Beg, and their 
other renters; nor did they flop till they had reached the vicinity 
of Dhely. From Lahore, Ahmed Shaw advanced towards Dhely. 
Upon intelligence of his approach reaching Duttah Sindia, that 
chief raifed the blockade of Nujeeb ad Dowlah’s camp, without 
liniflnng a negotiation of peace then began, and marched with 
an army of eighty thoufand horfe againll Ahmed Shaw. That 
prince had eroded the Jumna, on account of the great fcarcity 
of proviflons in the high road jfrom Lahpre, owing to the late 
depredations of the Mharattas, who had plundered ahd laid.wafle 
the country in their flight, in coder to retard his purfoit,'and, 
perhaps, oblige him to retreat to his owq country for want of 
fubfilhmce. He was foon joined by the chie& Nujeeb ad Dowlah, 
SaadooUah Khan, Haflz Rhamut, and Doondee Khan, who fop- 
plied his army with grain and other neceflaries foom their terri¬ 
tories ead of the Ganges. The Mharattas encamped near Dhely, 
and Ahmed 'Shaw marched to give dtem hatth;. For fome days, 
the Duranny remained hovering round their camp, and Ikir- 
mifliing only took place between detached parties on either lidc. 
At length Duttah, didrefled for povifions, having flrd fent off 
his nephew Junko to Dekkan, with a fmall party, determined 
to hazard a battle. With his whole army difmounted, he drew 

up 


up ill front of his camp» inviting the Durannies to aftion. The 
challenge was accepted, and a bloody engagement fuccecded, in 
which, at lalf, Duttah and the greatcil part of his troops were 
cut to ^cccs. Ahmed Shaw the fame day, immediately after 
the vidlory, haflened in purfuit of Junko, and did not quit it 
till he arrived at Narnoul. Here he received intelligence that 
Holkar, who was the Mharatta chief in the Jeypore country, 
had marched to Soorauje Mul, chief of the Jauts, whom die 
endeavoured to prevail upon to join him; but lie alleged ii^his 
cxcufe for not complying^ thatjie could not fpare troops from 
his garrifons, which he snuft defend againft the Durannies. Holkar 
upon this moved with his own troops to Secundra, * twenty cofs 
to the eaftw ard of Dhely, where the Rohilla chiefs had colleiled 
ftores of grain, and a fupply of money for the Shaw’s army, 
hoping to diftrefs him by feizing them j but the Rohillas had 
taken the precaution to move the grain acrofs the Ganges. 
The Shaw, upon this intelligence, detached Sh^w Puflund Khan 
with a body of horfc againft Holkar. 'In the fpace of twenty 
four hours he‘marched with fifteen thouland horfo from Nar-«* 
noul to Dhely, the dfftance of “feventy cofs, and only remain¬ 
ing a. day at that city for rcfrelhment, croffed the Jumna the 
night following, and about dawn arrived at Secundra, where 
Holkar was encampedi The Mharatta chief was completely fur- 
prized, and had foarce time to make his eicape quite naked, with 
about three hundred foll^ers. The reft of his troops were 
cither killed or taken ptiloners, and a great plunder fell into the 
hands of the vidors. Ahmed Shaw moved from Narnoul to 
Dhely j and at the approach of the rains crofted tlie Jumna to 
canton at Secundra, for.the convenience of being fupplied with 
provilions, as the country round Dhely, on the wellcrn bank 

of 
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^ One hundred and forty miles* 


*40 AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS. 

of the Jumna, had been laid walle and defolate by his own 
and the enemy’s depredations. 

When, intelligence, of Duttah Sindia's defeat and death, the 
lofs of Lahore, Dhely, and the overthrow of llolkar, reached 
Dekkan, Suddaflieo Raow, commonly called Bhaow, nephew to 
Ballajee, the pefliwa, and feveral other chiefs of the firft note, 
and an army of fepoys, difeiplinfid in the European method, 
artihery, and an innumerable hoft of cavalry, marched to regain 
their poflelfions in Hindooftan. ^ Upon the arrival of this army 
near Agra, Soorauje Mul, the Jaut raja,,was prevailed upon by 
Mulhar and Holkar, who had taken refuge with him, to vilit 
the Bhaow ; and at Muttra, Ghazee ad Dien Khan with a few 
followers joined them. 

H. 1173. Suddaftieo Bhaow, as the rapidity and depth of the Jumna 
D. J759. would not pernut him to crofs and attack the Duranny Shaw, 
marched to Dhely, which he entered, and immediately com- 
. ’.menced an allault upon the palace. One attack was made at 
the lion ballion, and another at the Dhely gate. Holkar and 
Junko endeavoured to force the gate, but in vain. At - length, 
five hundred men with matchlocks, under Eetiil Raow, fcaled 
the wallg near the lion baftion, and forced their way .to the doors 
of the royal haram. Some Durannies now rulhed from Seleem- 
ghur, and by a volley laid‘twelve o^the ailailants dead; which 
fo alarmed the reft, tliat they in me greateft diforder turned 
their backs, and threw themfelves over the walls. The Mha- 
ratta chiefs then retired to the palace of Saadoqilah Khan. They 
eredled batteries in different places, and Ibrahim Khan Gardee, 
who commanded the difciplined fepoys and artillery, brought 
three pieces of cannon to bear on the fort from the bank of 
the Jumna, with which he battered the lion baftion, the odla- 
gonal tower,- and the royal haram. Great, part of the private 
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audience hall, and ether apartments were damaged, and the 
unfortunate confined princes and princefies thrown into terror 
and confufion.. For ibme days cannonading continued; at the 
end of which, Yacoob AU Khan, the Duranny governor, find¬ 
ing provifions fall (hort, and feeing that no alTifiance could 
reach him from Ahmed Shaw, on account of the fulnefs of the 
Jumna, propofed to furrender the palace, on condition of being 
allowed to march out unmolefled, with his fi)llowers and ef- 
fedls. His "’bfifer was complied with; and, evacuating the forf, 
he eroded the Jumna m boats with his garrifon, and proceeded 
to the camp .of Ahmed Sha^. • The fihaow gave the com¬ 
mand of the garrifon td Naroo Sunker, a bramin of difiintfiion. 

The Bhaow, though he had the prefumption to afpire at the 
empire of Hindoofian, was low and mean in his adions. He 
broke down the ceiling of the grand hall of audience, which 
was of filver, and melted it for cc^ The gold and filver plate 
at the tombs of * Nizam ad Dien Ouleah, and dipfe at the fe- 
pulchres of the emperors, as ceniers, lamps, afid candlefiicks, 
he alfo feized; and was guilty of every plunder expreilive of a 
little mind. He the imprudence to remain at Dheiy, though 
the utmpft foarcity * of provifions prevailed, owing to the country 
adjacent having •been the feene of war for f^ur years fuccef. 
fively. Towards the conclufion of the rains, he marched out ' 

>to plunder the little cultivation which had taken plac%. Oh 
the twenty ninth of Suffir he placed Shaw * Jewan Bukht, Ton A. H. ri7^ 
of Alec Gohur Shaw Aulbm, on the dirone, and appoint- A. D. 176c 
cd Shujah ad Dowlah his vizier, to whom firmauns were fent, 
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* A ccteftrated Mihatnmedan ftanu 

^ The fame princ«y vbo, in the year 17841 made his efcape from Dhcly» 
and threw himfelf on the protedion of Mn Hafiings; who, by his influence 
with the vizier, obtained for him an allowance of forty thoufand pounds per 
annum» On his death a liberal fliare of this penfion was* continued to his 
women and himdy, who yet refide at Banaras, under the Englilli proteflion. 



V AURTTNGZEBE'S SUCCESSORS. 


in hopes that thb meaihre would, breed diiTeation between ium 
and Ahmed Shaw Abdalleek Haring left Naroo Sunker in 
Dhely to command the «garrifem he at length .marched with 
his army to Gui^eporah* where Abd al Summud Khan, Nuja- 
but Khan» and i^ttub Khan, with the zemindars of the coun¬ 
try, were flationed to piocure grain for the Duranny camp. He 
laid £ege to the-fort, which ^<«ni4 few days, and the phiefs 
were all dain in the feorm. ., ' 

* n 

' The Duranny Shaw,^ .immediately upon receiving intelligence 
of thi» event, diough the rivet Jumna' was not <yet iafeiy fbr- 
(^ahlct. gave orders‘for march, and iwain with his army acrufs 
the river at Bahput eetr* Dhely, though not without the lots 
of many men, whq were drowned in the attempt j which, how¬ 
ever, fo adonilhfld the Bhaow, who had marclied to plunder 
the town of Sirhind, that he' gave up the oedgn, and returned 
with precipitation to Panniput. He had with him one hun¬ 
dred and forty ^ thoufend hmfe, commanded by the moll cele¬ 
brated and veteran .Mharatta chieA, betides his corps of fepoys 
'' and artilleiyj but, with this great ferce, not thuiJung hunfelf 
equal to eo^ge the Abdallee, he entrenched himfelf on a plain 
to the north of^jPaonipiu. The Duranny army Toon arrived 
near him, and Ahmed Shaw fent out parties to prevent gram 
from patiing to his camp. Daily ikirmiihes took place be¬ 
tween bodies from both armies. At length, Ahmed Shaw find¬ 
ing that nothing would ferce the JHharattas from theif camp, 
refelved upon an atiault. Jehaun Khan. Putiiind Khan, and 
Nujeeb' ad Dowlah, formed* the vaft, and were followed by the 
other Indian chiefr. The Mharattas on. their approach deew 
out at a little ditiance in front of their Imes. The a^on be¬ 
gan with much fery at twalve okdock, and continued doubt- 
fril With great ‘ freighter till near twilight, when the Rohilla 
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infantry of Najeeb ad Dowlab forced' their way into die ene.* 
my’s works, and Bulwunt Raow, a near relatkxi to the Bhaow, 
was killed, with a great number o£ men; bat night coming 
on, Ahmed Shaw ordered a retreat, and the ftruggle ceafed. 
Famine and iicknefs' raged in die Mharatta camp, and num* 
bers died every day; but they fHU held out, in hopes of being 
ihortly fupplied with pioviBons by Govind Pundit, the chief of 
Etawa and Korah, who had hpen coUeding grain and mon^, 
which he had brought as far as Shawdirruk near Dhely, with 
an cfcort of ten thoulud horfe,; intending to march up on the* 
fide of the Jimina oppohfie the *^w's camp, and by degrees 
join his friends. AbmCd had iotelUgehce i)f his motions, 
and lent Atta Beg Duranny, with five Jthoufand horfe, to inter* 
cepc himt This chief crofifed the Jumna,- and in two days by 
forced marches reached Shawdirruk, where ‘he iurprised and put 
to death the deputy of Nacoo Sonker, and all his people. 
From thence he advanced to Ghaaee <«l Dien Nuggur, and 
cut ofiT a par^ of the enemy at that phuNk. He* then haftened 
to Jellallab^, where Govuid Pundit had arrived with his con¬ 
voy the fame day. He was completely furprized, and his fol¬ 
lowers moillyv £ed.' ‘f'hofe who refilled were cut to pieces, 
with himfolf and all his chief officers. The rich convoy, with 
the head of Govind Pundit, was conducted to Ahmed Shawi 
«who by this' 'llroke completed the blockade of the Mharatta 
camp beyond relief. The enemy’s ftatioh was now rendered in* 
tolerable ‘ by filth of every hind, numbot dying every day of 
famine and ficknefi. The chie& held a oonfoltakion, and agreed, 
that as by remaining in entreachmcntl tb6y mull perifh with 
diieafe and bunged' it was better to hazard a battle, and, if 
defeated, fiy «o Dekkan. They marched out of their camp, 
and advanced, wRh ih^ir artillery ia fi’ont, towards the army 
of the^ Shaw, MfhQ was |>tepared for their reception, and per- 
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mkted them to move A confidemble diftance fiom their worki. 
At length the Afg^smut riiOted' upon them with fuch fury, eg 
nett to give them time to ufe their eannon. Ishtle reh^nce 
was made# as d\e * * Bhao# > teas Jellied almoft on die onfet, 
which hod' an < itmnedktO' e£Re<^ . on his troops, who fell into 
conflifion. Junko and many other dhieis of note fell, and the 
route became general. Ibrahim Khan Gardee with his fepoys 
made ,fome Hand, but were o^rpoWered, and cut to pieces, 
'i'he field floated with the blood of ,the numerous flatn. Two 
arid twenty thoufimd men and' women were taken prlfoners, 
and the plunder of the h&ara'tta. camp exceeded* all valuation. 
A great train of artillery, fifty thouland hex-fes, two hundred 
thoufiind cattle, feveml thOufand camels, and five hundred ele- 
phants, formed a part of this vaft capture. But this *was not 
all the loft of the enemy; ft>r thofe who had efcaped fiom 
the hands of the Durannies were moftly put to death in the 
villages, where they hid hoped to find refuge; and of the 
chiefs of any rank, only three, among whom was Holkar Mul. 
bar, fliund their way to Dekkah. In that countiy the in. 
tclligence of the defeat Iprcad an liniveriid oonftcrnation, and 
threw the Mharatta ftates into a confiifion, from which,, had the 
princes of Hindooftan followed the blow by a'unity of odtion 
among themfelves, they never could have recovered. But the 
nobles bf Hindooftan Isaui no fooner rid themfelves of this 
general enemy, than their aniftiofities revived againft each other. 
The Duranny Shaw after his viftory marched to Dhely, where 
he continued feme months, ^fere his’ departure,' he acknow> 
ledged Shaw Aulum as emperor of Hitxkioftan, and com¬ 
manded 

« 

r 

• Several pretenders have finca flarted up, caUittg themrelves the Bhaow. 
In 1779 one appeared at Banaras, and began to levy troops and laife dkhirb. 
ances in the city; upon which he was feiased, and confined in the Inglilh 
ganifon of qhunal, from whence he was rdeafed by Mr. Hafiiogs in 178a. 
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Shujah ad DowUh and the other cfaieft to fabmit to 
his authority. < Sultan Jevran Bukht was oootinued on the 
thrtme as regent, tiU ^ iadber, then in Bengal* fli(»ild re¬ 
turn to Dhely; and 'Kajoib' ad Ddwlah was eptruiied with 
the care of the ciiy and prateOion of the royal Bunily, 
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A.H. 117 ;. ShUJAH ad Dowlah baviag rec£ived the khekut of the 
A. D. * 761 . ‘vi 2 arut from 4 ulum, w^o wa% on his maorh from Patna# 

Inhere he had l^en' acknowledged by* the *£nglifh, and the 
navob Meer Khan# hafrened to receive him on the 

confines of bus ped|riBce« at the river Carumnafia. From thence 
the emperor aqd vizier marched into Bondelcund# and feized 
feveral diftrifts from the Mharattas# not yet recovered from 
their late defeat. .At the conclufion of this campaign# Meer 
Caufim havii^g# been expelled from Bengal by EogUfii# 
frirew himfelf on the protedion of the vizier# who agreed to 
. aflift him in the recovery ^ of his territories# when the ‘ events 
followed which are related in^the acc!ban^ of the afiairs of 
B£dgal# following diis hiftoty. 

Nujeeb ad Dowlah# on the departw%* of Ahmed Shaw Ab- 
dallce, fieing in pofiefiion of phely, was fhortly after attacked 
by Soorauje Mul* raja of Jauts# who had already extended 
his au&ority over the capital of Agra and its dependancies } but 
the raja^ being i^n# as he was imprudently riding out with a* 
thin attendance too near the enemy’s line, his ‘army fled, and the 
ameer al amra' obtained an almoft hloodlefe vidloiy. He was 
however Ihortly after attacked by Jowahir Mufr the fon and fuc^ 

ceflbr 

4 

• A ptrtietlar accotmt of thk, and other # tranikaiona of Shaw Aolutn in 
Bengali will be ftcQ in the hiftory of that provincci in this volume. 
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cefibr of Sooranje Mul, when Dhely fufFered the hardflups of a 
liege for forty two days } at the expiration of which> Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah obtained a peace by making fome conceflions to the young 
raja. From this time he^gdvetA^ Dhdly, an4^the few diftridts 
yet in pofTeliion of the royal family* with moderation and j allice, 
till his death; when he was fucceedod in his dominions by his 
fon Zabtah Khan, who continued to proted the royal family; die 
emperor Shaw Aulum refiding auAleabad, with the Englilh. 

e * 

Shaw Aulum at length growing weaiy of 1 ^ retirement at • a. H. 1185 
Aleabad, and .Ending, after repeated appUcationqRhat he could A. D. 1771 
not obtain the aliillance of the Englilh to put him in poflelSon 
of Dhely, over which he had only a nominal authority, or to 
extend his real power beyond the limits of the two fmall pro> 
vinces of Aleabad and Korah, refolved to quit their protedion, 
and call in the Mharattas to elcort him to the capital of the 
empire, near which a conhderable army was encamped. To this 
refolution he was urged on by Hulham ad Dowlah; his ^vourite, 
who hoped to acquire die foie adminidradon of the royal affairs, 
fliould the emperor leave Aleabad, i^ere his power was con« 
trouled by Monecr ad Dowlah, an old miniller, who enjoyed the 
confidence and fupport rf the Englilh, and with judice, as a re- 
fpeidable chanwder, the ftvourite being a weak man, and known 
chiefly as the pander of° the ioofer pleafures of his royal'tnadcr. 

The vizier, Shujah ad Dowlah, though apparendj^ againd the 
meafure, yet privately encouraged Huljbain ad 'PQw|iw to perfuade 
the emperor to march, and even gave him a of money, as 
a proof of his friendlhip; for he regarded the |M|Bfcnce of Shaw 
Aulum widi the Englilh, as a bar to ^ fuccels of plans in which 
he required their alHltance. Moneer ad Dowlah, who was well 
acquainted with the charadler of the Mharattas, and fbrefaw that 
his mader would in the end fall a prey to their treachery, en¬ 
deavoured, ^ vain, to pciiuade him againft giving up the 

. com- 
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comfitftable afylum of Aleabad, and the folid revenue he enjoy¬ 
ed from the Engliih protean* for the acquilition of a defokt^ 
capital. The prefidency of Calcutta alfo remonilrated j but Shavir 
Aulum was deteijpiuied. He marched from Aleabad, ^d was 
accompanied as kr as the frontiers of Korah by the vizier and 
Sir Robert Barker, comm^der in chief of the Enghlh forces. 
The latter, at taking leave, renewed his advice that his Majefty 
would remain with his nations but Shaw Aulum was impatient 
to fee himfelf enthron^ in the palace of his anceftors. He moved 
.onwards to Feggkhat^, the navob of which, Ahmed Khan Bun- 
gufh, being iJRy dead, his efrates and efiedts, according to the 
ufage of the empire, had reverted to the crown. His Ion and 
fuccedbr, Muzzuffir Jung* on the payment of five lacks of rupees, 
as a compolition for the royal demand, was confirmed in the pof- 
fefiions of his fother. Shaw Aulum now had a fefpediable trea- 
fury, having made confiderable fiivings from the revenue paid him 
by the Englilh, and alfo obtained an advance of twenty two lacks 
of rupees for drafts on the Bengal tribute for the enfuing year, 
from the vizier and Moneer ad Efowlah. His army, though fmall, 
was well appointed; and |||p had two ba^lions of fepoys,’ which 
had been difoiplined by * Englilh officers. 

. After 

t 

* Th^. oificert were itm o re d on die tnareb of Shaw Aulum. • Different (pini¬ 
ons have prevailed on the policy or impolicy of the Engliih not joining the 
emperor. Had they accompanied bim with a brigade, thdr conqijeAs would 
doubtlefi have been fplcndid; but to preferve them they muft have inevitably 
taken the lead in all public affaire. To fome nrtive ludales changee muft have 
occurred from that very ciraumftance, and rbe council of Hetigal knew they would 
have been fondly repfefented to our eoontrymm ae ai^t ol barbarity in the ftig< 
matiaed fervant* of the company. My countrymen, cooipan itoparriaJly our con- 
duff in the affairs of Benpalt with tliat of the native vuftors; and let the preju¬ 
dices excited by interefted, aboftsn, and, peihaps, envious cfoquence, gjve place to 
the proper feelinpt of Enyldbmen, on difeovering that the honour of our country 
baa not hem fulh'rd by, Englifhmen in India. At hom^ you have feen falfe 
patrioU daily, freli^c we are not fo treacbcROua in India*. Ft^oity wil! 
do us juftke* . 
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After a flay of nearJf two oionths in the tricinity of Ferok- 
habad, the emperor moved to Nabby Gonge, twenty five cofi 
nearer Dhely/ where was joined by Sindia, a Mharatta 
chief, who came' to fettle the terms of fervice, and to efcort 
hiin to the cao^ of his principal fiifiajee, then encamped near 
Phely. Moneer ad Dowi^ ‘hid been left in charge of the 
provinces of Aleabad and Korah; ib that Huihain ad "Dowlah 
had now att|jjped his wilhed for office of afUng minifter. He 
agreed to pay the Mharnttas iim lacks of tupees, when ffie 
emperor^ fliould be put in polTeffion of Dhely j |jut they infifted 
upon the fum in advarje'j; which, after much negotiation was 
given them, and they performed the conditions. About the lat- , 
ter end of December 177I;, Shaw Aulom made his entry into 
Dhely, and received the congratulaiions of his fttmily, and the 
inhabitants. of the ancient capital of‘Hiodooftan. 

The emperor’5 ftay in Dhely was but ffioit. He -had re- 
folved on the ruin of Zabtah Khan, ibr which many reafons 
are affigned. He had, it was laid,, fieen deficient in refpeft 
to the royal authority while Sha^ refided at Alea¬ 

bad j and it was alfe whifpered, that during his command in 
the palace of Dhely, he had abofed his truft, by corrupting 
the ladies of the haram, paitlcularly the pnneeft Khi^oonifia, 

^ the emperor’s fifter; a condu^ certainly deferving the royal dif- 
pleafure. Whatever were the cau 2 ^, ShaW Aulum had deter¬ 
mined to fei?e his territories, and fbe t^h^harattas readily agre^ 
to affift him, not only ftom thn hope of plunder, but of gra¬ 
tifying their revenge ft)r the loffisi they had lufiered from 
NujceJ) ad Dowlafi; to Vvhofc conrage the vi<ftoiy of Shaw 

’ Ahined Abdfdlee at Faimiput bad been *grcatly owing. 

# * 

9 iaw AnliM lAarched again in jhnuary 1772, not more 
ihaA twenty days after his arrival at* Dhefy, wxffi an army of 
VoL. II. I i ninety 
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ninety thoufand men, cliiefly Mharattd cavalry, and without 
delay entered the naf^ Zabtah Khan; who> unable to 

reflft fuch a force in the deM, evacuated his capital of Ohole 
Ghur, which was plundered,' and fled acro& the Ganges, hoping 
to defend his territories on the eaflem balllc of that river, 
.which he trufled would impede the royal progrefi. He ftationed 
trobps at the diflerent fords ; but this flep weakened his 
main body, and was the caufe of his deftrudlion.^^Nujeef Khan 
gallantly cfoflbd the river, and difpcffed the troops, at one of 
the ftations, when he was followed by the chief part of the 
Mharatta army; after which Zafttah" K han made' but little re- 
fiftanoe. He fled fo Tittergur, where he had depoflted his 
women -and treaftirea, but was fo clofely purfued, that he had 
not time to remove them. This place furrendered after a few 

days’ liege, and his family and cffcdls fell into the hands of 

the enemy; but 2 ^btah Khan, with a few attendants, made 
his efcape to camp of the vizier, Shujah ad Dowlah, who 
was advanced to SIhawabad, the frontier cky of his dominions, 
c to watch the motions of the Mharattas, attended allb by Sir 
Robert Barker, with four battalions of lcpoy«, and Ipme ofBcers 
appointed to difcipline the vizier’s regular battalions. The*'firfl: 
brigade, under Colonel Champion, had alfo marched as far as 
Banaras, to be ready' to join the vizier in cafe. of neceflity. 
The dry fcafon was fpent by the royal army in reducing the' 
renuinder of Zabtah Khan’s poflelfions and part of Rohdcund, 

the chiefs of which fled for refuge to the hills adjacent, and 

the principal one, Haflz Rhamut, repaired to the camp of Shu¬ 
jah ad Dowlah to purchafe hk protection. • 

At the approach 'of the rains, the Mharattas prefled the 
emperor to canton' at Burrelly, the capital of Hafiz Rhamut’s 
couiitry, promifing, 'at the‘ conclnfion, to reduce all Rohilcund 
to the royal authori^, and even to attack Shujah ad Dowlah 

• *1 and 
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and the EnglUh; but Shaw Aolum abfolutely declined moleft. 
ing the vizier or his aUios* and iohfted on returning to Dhelyj 
to whichi muCJb againft dietr wills, they at length confented. 

This caatpat|tt ended very Utde to the iatisfadliion of die 
emperor, fi)r the Mharattas paid him but hcde refpedt, and 
allowt^ him fcarce any ihare of the plunder or territoiy ac> 
quired by the war. They alfb reftored to Zabtah Khan hi§ 
women and children, for a ranfom of a lack and half of ru> 

pees, which was generouQy advanced him by Shujih ad Dowlah* * 

• . • 

• * 

Shaw Aulum, upon his return to Dhely, rewarded'the fer- 
vlces'of his general Nujeef Khan,, by the gift of foiOe diftri^ 
which had been abandoned .by Zabtah Khan; and eftablilhed 
other chieft in Sarungpore and other po’gunnahs taken in the 
campaign, ^ which had been left to the royal difpofal by the 
Mharattas, who pafted the rainy feafbn in the province of Agra, 
in endeavouring to reduce the Jauts to payl'them the choute 
tribute. 

• • 

At. the cdnclufion of the rains, the aftairs of the emperor 
aflumed a gloomy afped. His treacherous allies, the Mharattas, 
whofe 'only .objed: was preftnl; gain, having drained Shaw 
^Aulum’s treafury, agreed, for a fvun o£ money, to rellore to 
Zabtah Khan the country, for which they had been amply paid 
by the fbvereign, and to give back to the J^uts fome diftrids 
which had been reiigned to' the emperor ,aa his ftrft arrival at 
Dhely. They iniidently ilTued their orders to the royal otficers 
to evacuate their ftattons^ and they were obliged to fubmit to 
fuperior forces fp that in 'a few weeks the unhappy Shaw 
Aulum found himielf without any territory but the ruined 
capital of Dhely, all beildes being fold back into thofe very 
hands whiejb had held them previous to his connexions with the 

1 i 2 Mharattas 
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MhftRittas. The unhappy mcmarch' itow ex{>erienced. not only 
' lofs of torritoty) but < petibiiil indignity ^tn his own troops; 
who, eitpdlled’ Irom the on which thby had alSga-* 

menta for diclr pay, crpuhled to Dl^ly, and began to be cla-. 
moroua jfor theit ahears. The emperor'had e 4 |)ended his ready 
money on the Mharattas, the caufers of his didre^. The 
minliler, Huiham ad Dowlab, indeed of attempting it^pafures 
to alleviate tfae fuHermgs oT his maftef, endeavoured to turn 
them to his own advantage, by making ihem the indrument 
'of ruining Nujeef Khan, of whofe. growing divour ik court he 
was become jealOus. Tlie royal > trcibp^ were ihddly diibanded. 
on ptetenoc Aat there was no money it> pay them, and Nu- 
jeef Khan’s corps among the reft. The Mharattas were pri¬ 
vately invited by the minifter to Dhely. ' Nujcef Khan, how¬ 
ever, wa^ fo beloved' by his people, who regarded him as of 
ibftutute aufpice^, "that they wordd not leave him, trofting to 
happier times for a reward] and many of the chiefs difmifled 
by the minifter tiabraced his Ibrcunes. Nujeef Khan in vain 
endeavoured to •peillba.de the emperor to dilbftrfe money from 
his privy purfc,. and"' levy troopS to preaent ^thc Mharattas from 
entering Dhely, as the ^y ctoahs to avert his ruin; but Shaw 
Aulum, havmg lb' recenify OxpOllyeaced treachery, would not 

confide in him, and leiblv^ to trttft to chaoice for the decifion 

• * / 

of his fate. He was at the &me time inclined to hope, from' 
the perfuafions of Huiham ad Do'wlah, dbat the march of the 
Mhmttas was not with ofier^&ve' dbfigns to the royal power. 

At length, the Mharatta rn’O^y, • with tha Jauts and Rohil- 
las under Zabtah Khan, arrived near Dhely, and Shaw Aulum, 
when too late* repantod of his negieft of Nujeef Khtfti 'who 
was now rcqueftcd to cndmvouf to fave the‘city. Negotiation 
was in vain,, as the enemy dwnanded the controul of the em¬ 
peror’s perfon and the garrifon of the palace. Nujeef Khan rc- 

folved 
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faked to oppoie Of <iie royal troc^ there only remained 

thV two regular batttliona of fejtoys 4i£;ipline(f by the Englifh, 
and two othdrs anwed with mptfijuets. Nujeef Khan had a, body 
of £ve thoufiind hor&, and a £nah pan^ of French, who had 
lately tjuitted 4 kt Cahntis the Jams. With this ibcce, but ill 
fupplied with aiiuxwnitio4i'he tsiarched out of the cay, and took 
poft at about two miles diftant from it, having the river Jumna 
on his left, and^on his right*the old citadeh His rear was de¬ 
fended by the a^ery of the 'CiQr walls* The Mharattas made 
a general attack, ahanoft as loon as he bad fbtmed his Une, 'and 
were repuhed with lo^ {'"but Nujeef Khan imprudently purfuing 
the enemy^ was drawn jsom hk advantageous pohtion, when they^ 
rallied, and furroundad him f<dth ib fuperior a body of oavalry, 
as turned the fortune of'die day. Nuj^ Khan eicaped wyth 
great dUHeulty, after the lofe of feveral of lus beih officers and a 
near relation, to the two dlfeiplinod battaUons, who nobly Hood 
their ground. The French had faffily quitted ffieir poll in pur- 
fuit, and, after much lols, with die greateft difficulQr attained a 
Iheltcr under^ die walls of the old citadel. The two battahons 
fullaincd repeated ch^gcs til! night, wfien the enemy retired; 
and jNujeef Khan, grown indiffifrcnt to life, was wiA force, by 
his friends carried .into Dhety. He- had,attempt^ feveral timet 
to rulh fingly op tbq enemy and ceurt hif deadu It was laid, 
that this defeat was owing to die treacheiy of J^udnuxT ad Dow- 
lah, who had allowed the Mharattas to' pals uomoleAed under 
the walls of the city,, in die xw of ^uJe^Khan. It is certain 
that the minifter was not dilpleafed at ffie lofe of his rival. 

i 0 " d - * 1 

The emperor was, no^ obliged to dirow himfelf on the mercy 
of his enemies., 4 f^ days fpen^^ in negotiation, the Mha- 
lattse. encamped«7learer the ci^, and their chieiTs, BIHajec and 
Holkar, withvZabtah Khan, efcortcd by a lai^ge body of troops, 
made a triumphant entry into the palace, to Viiit his majelly. 

They 
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They advanced upon 4iteir elephants to the gate of the pu^Uc 
hall of audience/ a ptivilege allowed only to the imperial &- 
xnily. Their followers filled the various courts of the palace. 
Th^ even attempted to penetrate the female apartments, and 
were prevented only by the. imricate v^diD|{p of i^e pafiages from 
molefting the women, and adding the worft di^ace to fallen 
royalty. At the gate of the hall of audience the chiefs con- 
dc&ended to alight, and to make -the cuflomuy obeifances j but 
the unfortunate emperor was obliged,, at the fame time, to de- 
feedd from his throve, and fiit on a fmall carpet to receive them. 
Biilajee and Holkar, after .fbme*, hjterval, helped him to re-af- 
cend his throne; which he may he laid now to have received 
‘from their hands. The whole of ths interview pafied in the moll 
humiliating condefeenfions of the emptier, andl the ^reateft in- 
. folence on the part of the Mharattas. 

After this vifit, Hufham ad Dowlah having laid the blame of 
refinance on Nujeef Khan, and divided a lack of rupees between 
the two Mharatta chiefs, they, for this trilling fum, agreed to ex¬ 
pel his rival from Dhcly. A ix^flage in the royal name was fent 
to Nujeef Khan, commanding hinj to pay mondjr received on the 
emperor’s account^ during the laH campaign in Rohilcund. 'Nu¬ 
jeef Khan alleged truly, that he had expended the fum demanded, 
about * eighty thou&nd rupees, on his ftoops i but hii^ pica was 
not accepted, and -he was threatened with force. By pledging 
fome jewels, plate, and the contributioi^ of friends, he m^de 
Ihift to raife the money, which he paid i l>ut hiS danger did not 
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* Teo theHhnd poniids. 
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* Nujecf .now reduced to the Uft extremity. He 

faw that flot^iing* but fais deflwftion would fiitiefy the minifter, 
and was without' fyt his daily fupport j but courage^ in 

Tuch diiireis, did not ibriake him or his friends. They colledled 
their womon and cldldren hdb the quarter furrounding his palace, 
refolving, if forced, tcf their honour, by putting them to 
death, and then feek their own by ruihjng on the enemy. Bar- 
ricadoes were formed at the diderent avenues, defended by artil¬ 
lery. The quarter was fyrrounded by the minifter's troops j who, 
however, were too cowardly to make an attack. Huiham*ati 
Dowkh had then recoiyfe* to; the Mharattas j but they refufed 
fending troops into the .city, left it flibuld occafton a general^ 
maftacre and pillage. Upon this refufol, the mihifter obtained 
from the emperor, (who w^S inexcufable in granting jt,) a letter, 
written in his own hand, begging their aftiftance^ but in vain; the 
gallant, behaviour of Nujeef Khan having raifed fentiments of 
admiration and companion in the brtaft of their^ chiefs. Holkar 
difpatched to him his nephdw, with folemn aftiirances of fafety and 
protedion, if he* would quit Uhely and come to his camp. Nujeef, 
Khan accepted his,' ofF<ir; but rclblved to obtain, if poftible, 
the emperor’s dilmifBon from his own mouth. His progreft to 
the p'alace was conducted with a Iblemnity* which evidently proved 
the love and reverence .his followers bore him. He \yas mounted 
’ on horfeback; and proceeded flowly through the ftreets,*'guarded 
by his dependants to the number of fome tkdafonds, on foot, with 
drawn fabres, and loaded pieces,. exclaiming at intervals, agreeably 
to tbe'Perilan cuftom at the great mourning on the anniverikiy 
of the tmSkere of their Imaunis, " Ya HoUftein, Ya Houflein,’* 
with doleful cries. On his ‘arrival, at the gate of the palace, he 
‘ fent a requeft fo!i an interview with the emperor ; but it was re¬ 
fufed ; nor indeeu would it have been prudent or fafe to grant it, 
in the prefent difpolition of th& injured (Chief and his followers. 
From the palace he marched in the fame folemn 'manner to the 

Mharatta 
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Mhafatta camp, where he was politely received by tiotkaf, who, 
on hearing that he had not ^aten for fome tiniie for want of ne- 
* ccffaries, futpplied him with a fum of money. After fome con- 
verfation, Nujecf Khan returned to the city j from whence, after 
three days, he departed, with his ftmily and followers, and was 
received into the fervice of Holkar, at a fdary of * fix thoufand 
rupees a day for himfelf and his corps. 

. ' ♦ 

The Mharattas, now obliged the enjperor to confer on IZabtah 
KHan the rank of ameer al amra, and to reftore him the grant 
of almoft all the dlftrifts, of which he ^had only *a few months 
before been -deprived by their affiflance. The Jauts were allb 
reinftated in their poftefiions, and the Mharattas took to themfelves 
an extenfive and fertile traft, lying between the Ganges and Jum¬ 
na rivers; fo that Shaw Aulum Was left almoft deftituteof re¬ 
venue. He was ‘ alfo forced to make prefents, and afiign over by 
grant the provinces of Aleabad and Korah to his rapacious allies; 
which, however, they dared not at prefcnt attempt to occupy, 
through ftar of the Englifii, who iupported the* royal governor, 

Moneer ad Dowlah. , , 

^ • 

• e 

\.D.i 773. The Mharattas having plundered Dhely, marched intoRohil- 
cund i but ,their wIM^torriipted by the arrival of Shujah 

ad Dowlah and an EngUfii idlmgadc to the afliftancc of the Ro- 
hilks. After plund(^||g. the northern parts, on the appearance of 
the allied army, they repeated acrofs the Ganges, from the bank 
of Which tliey fired a few* fhot On the Englilh fine; but their 
cannon being foon difmounted by the enemy’s ^re, they retreated 
towards the Jumna, and ftiorUy after returned to Dekkan, where 
fome diflentions in thdr own goveAuhent called for the prefence 
of their chiefs. It is psobafak^ that thqr had long before refolved 

on 

* Six hundiW pounds flcdiog and upwards. 
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on a retreat 'to their owp country, and that the neceffity of it 
haftcned their twachferous conduct to the emperor; being w illing 
to obtain what they could) from the territories which they were 
obliged to quit. 

* 

Nujeef Khun had, on the nbar approach of the allied army, 
taken the. opportunity of quitting the ^vicc of Hoikar, the Mha- 
ratta chief, and joining Shujah ad Dowlah, who received him with 
great kindnefs, appointed him his deputy in the odice of vizier, 

• and font him back to Dhcfy, with the moll eamcll recummcnda* 
tioQS to the eoaperor to employ him in the room of iiuiham ad 
Dowlah ; and 'this advice was alio ieconded by Sir Robert Barker. 
The vizier now returned into his own domiaiqns, where the Eng- ' 
lilh army alfo cantoped. * 

. 

Najeef Khan, on his anival^at E^ly, was received with the 
warmed careiTes by the emperor, hpw .much difgofled with and 
weary of the conduct of his minider, who had not only occa- 
lioned his i'uiferings dom the Mharattas, but had alfb broken 
his promife of redeeming Ibme valuable jewels, which had. been 
intruded. to him id pledge during his necellities. Nujeof Khan 
offered not only * to redeem the jewels, but to pay the arrears of 
the royal troops, grown mutinous, if he would deliver the minii- 
<dter into his hands. Shaw Aulum affented; and the fallen fa¬ 
vourite Ijeing feized, his effects were confifeated, to the amount 
of * ten lacks of rupees, little more than a fifth part of which, 
however, was paid to the emperor, tlic red being withheld by 
Nujeef Khan. , 

f 

Hudiam ad Dowlah had 'tiien to power from a menial fitua- 
tion not by merit or didinguilhed abilities, but by making infa- 
VoL. II,. K k nious 

* One hundred thoufand pounds. 
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taous ufc of his owifter’s foibles* in .procuring,beantiful women 
ibr his pleafures. He was without e^catioh* and unable to read 
or write. His ihfolencc in office was dilgufting to all. During 
his adminiibatitm he ws& feared and detefted ; and his fall was re« 
joiced at all ranks. He remained in clofe confinement nearly 
two years* when Nujeef Khan not only fet him^ at liberty* but 
albtted him a liberal penfion for his fupport in private life j in 
which, he has fince'remained undifiinguijQu^. « 

' ‘ Nujeef Khan was 4iow appointed fecond bukhlhi* and* at his 
recommendation* Abdulahud Khan, hisr^iend* third|,^wbom he ]^ft 
to inanage affairs with the emperor* while he himfelf engaged 
in an expedition agitinfl the Jauts* over whom* he was fuccefsful 
in a general ai^on. His army coAfifted of three of the royal bat¬ 
talions* ' three tthoufiuid Rohilla irre^lar iofiintiy* and about eight 
thouland horie’under various advei^rers. It was Aipulated, that 
he ih(»ild retain half the conquered diftrids for the fupport of his 
dignity asd troops, and refign the other to the emperor. Shaw 
Aulum now obtained repofleffion of fome difbn^ts.ln the vicinity of 
Dhely* and his afi^s began to wear a tolerable afpedl, 

. *. • 

• . 

Shujah ad Dowlah, was how advanced to Etawa, firom whence 
he had driven the Mharatta garrifon* with a confiderable army, 
and was waiting the arrival of. an Englifh brigade* to proceed on 
an cjtpedition againft the ^Lohillas, who'had failed in thexr engage-* 
ments.to pay him forty lacks of rupees for his protection of their 
country tlic lafi year. Here he was vilited by Nujeef Khari, who 
had reduced the city of Agra from the Jauts* and it was agreed* 
that he (liould invade the Rohillas on one fiefe, while the vizier 
and his allies advanced on the other. This point being fettled, 
Nujeef Khan repaired to Dhely. ^ 


Shujah 
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• 

Shujah ad DowUh >,liad difpatched his minifter Ecruch Khan 
to the capital* in the beginning of February* to negotiate with the 
emperor. The mioifter arrived at court with .a coniiderable force 
and a large fum of money. With the firft he browbeat the royal 
officers* and with the other bribed largely. He propofed to the 
emperor to take the ’field and join in the attack of the Rohillas; 
on which condition* the vizier promifed to pay down immediately 
• two lacks of rupees for the expenfe of preparation* * ten thoufand 
rupees every marching day, and * five thoufand each halting day. 
He agreed alfo to refign half the conquered country to the rflyal 
dij^pofal* when he fhould h^vo paid his engagenients with ^e 
Englifh for their alliflaude. 

The emperor at firft gave his aflent; but his inclinations were 
agabft aggrandizing his vmer at the expenfe of the Rohillas* 
whom* it is laid, be informoB of the defigns againft them. He 
was, however* prevailed upon to march a ftort-diftante, and 
eroding the Jumna* encamped at Shawdirruk, on Ihereaftern bank, 
pretending to jojn Shujah ad Dowlah, who was now advanced to 
Cody Gunge* within an hundred miles of Dhely, 'Upon his en- * 
teriiig the camp* fte received the two lacks of rupees ftipukied, 
and alfo ' feilenty fiVe thouknd during his fhort ftay in the field i 
but fuddenly feigning fevere illncfs, he returned to the palace, and 
^ his further itiarch was laid afide. Eeruch Khan* howevCr, by Ins 
money, threats, and promifes, though he could not draw the em¬ 
peror to' join in the campaign, obtained grants for the vizier of all 
the Rohilla country, Kinnoje, and Etawa j alfo of the provinces* 
of Kprah and Akabad, of which • he had already received pofief- 
- ‘ . K k a ■ fion 

• ■ Twenty thourand pounds, 

b One thoufand pounds. 

< tivc hundred pounds* 

^ Seven thoufand five hundred pounds* 
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fion frotolhe EngKih; who, as they had in {&& pfocuted them 
for Shaw Aulum, thought themfelves entitled to difpofe of them 
again, when he had refigncd his claim to the Mharattas. The 
emperor alib» by an inftrument in his own hand writing, cohfti- 
tuted Shujah ad Dowlah foie arbiter and direftor of all the royal. 
interelk and concerns without exception, even to the remiflion of 
the tribute of Bengal. For thefe conceffions, important as they 
were, Shaw Aulum received, only'"about * three lacks and a half 
of rupees, and a promife from the vizier* upon oath, ot half the 
territory of the Rohillas, or an equivalent in the * Doaub, more 
adjacent to the capital; but thif condition was never performed, 
though fo folemnly made. ‘ 


f 


Eeruch Khan alfb prevailed on the emperdr to give Zabtah 
Khan the farm of the revenues of fj^cerut, then in pofTedion of 
the Mharattas, who were now expelled from it and all the weftern 
provinces, except a fmall territory in Ajmere. The vizier obtained 
this favour in order to fccurtt Zabtah Khan in his interefr, againfr 
his own contrymen the Rohillas. •* 


During this negotiation, Nujeef Khan arrived at Dhely from 
his vifit to Shujah ad Dowlah, and was at firft reteived with great 
coolnefs, not undefervedly, for he had negleited the performance 
of his engagements to refign to the emperor half the conquelts* 
from the Jauts, and had refufed to admit a royal officer, into the 
command of the citadel of Agra, which he had promifed to do 
when joined by the emperor’s battalions j but as Shaw Aulum 
could not puniffi his difrefpeft, he was feemingly reconciled to 
him, on Nujeef Khan’s making new proteftations of loyalty. The 
imperial troops, however, no longer allowed to aijl: under 

his orders. 


• Thirty five thoufand pounds, 

^ Country between the rivers Ganges and Jumna. 
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Towaids the cAd of April 1774, Nujeef Khan marched from 
Dhely to join Shujah ad Dowlah j who with his allic? the Enghih, 
had defeated the RohiUas in a general engagement^ in which 
Hafrz Rhamut, the leading chief being kill^, the o^ers fled for 
refuge to the hills, leaving their country an eafy prey to the vizier j 
who took pofleflion of all Rohilcund, except the diftrids of 
Rampore, which were granted in. jaghirc to Fyzoollah Khan, 
at the mediation of the Engliih, upon his fubmiflion to the 
vizier. Zabtah Khan allb joined Shujah ad Dowlah; but being 
greatly in arreat to the royal treafury for the revenue of his 
^wptry, Shawi Aulum, in.his^ abfence, detached a foice, who 
expelled his collcdlors from Mheerut and other diftridts with¬ 
out oppolition,. 

* 

Th? emperor’s affairs, though frir from brilliant, yet, by 
the addition of territory taifen from Zabtah Khan, affumed a 
comfortable afped^i and had he joined Shujah ad Dowlah, it is 
probable he Would have obtained feme further acquifltidh; but 
he was diverted ^from it by the adling minifter Abdulahud Khan, 
who feared his own influence would be lofl in the fuperior 
confequcnce of the vizier: nor was this the fir ft time that 
Shaw *■ Aulum fuflered by facrificing to the felf-intereft of a 
favourite. 

Nujeef Khan, after performing what was required of him 
in the ’Rohilla war, returned to Dhely, reinforced by fome 
troops lent him by Shujah ad Dowlah, who heartily forwarded 
his advancement, and, it is faid, recommended hin> to remove 
Abdulahud Khan from tlie emperor. The minifter, fufpeifting the 
defign agaiuft him, was on his guard, and would not move 
from the citadel; till at length Nujeef Khan finding Shaw 
Aulum much averfe to the remo\al of the favourite, and his 
march from Dhely on his own affairs becoming urgtiit, he 

alTcnted 
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ailented to his retnaioing in ofiice, and a iceming «reconcilia- 
lion took place. 

Not long after this, Shaw Aulum received an offer from 
Cauiitn Alee Khan, the fugitive oavob of Bengal, who had- 
come from Jeypore to the neighbourhood of Dhely, of feven 
lacks of rupees for the office held by Abdulahud Khanj but 
that mlnifrer, having intelligence of his fchemes, procured an 
Order to force him from the royal domains. It is fufpe(!:ted, 
tlvit the emperor would have acceptt^l the prppofal, could he * 
have done it without danger j hujp it Js certain, that he frrongly 
denied having lifrened to it, and' laid the bl^e upon tome of 
■ his fervants, who were immediately' difmifled, at the requeft of 

* Abdulahud Khan. Caufim Alee 'died fhortly afrer, at an obfeure 
village near .Dhely, unpitied even by his own family, for not even 
misfortune could fofren the cruelty of his mind. He had been 
accompanied in his flight by feveral frUhful dependants; but 
they wcrc^ alniofr all in the end obliged to abandon him, his 
caufelefr jcaloufy of their ffacerity ejepofing them to confrant 

• perfonal danger. Upon his .efcape from Shujah ad Dowlah at 
the battle of liuxar, he firft retired into the. Rqhilla country, 
where he found a comfortable afylum; but Ids mtrigues ren¬ 
dering him dilagreeable to the chief under whofe proted&n he 
ixfided,',he was obliged to leave it, and took fhelter with the 
rana of Ghoed. After fome years relldencc in his country, he^ 
proctided to ’ Jodeporc, and from thence came to try his for¬ 
tune m the ferviv e of the emperor, in which he met with the dif- 
appointment related. Caufim Alee Kh^ certainly pufficfled abilities. 
He would have been a feiviceablc minifler *o a prince within 
tlie line of finance; bnt for a luvereign ftation he was unfit, 
being cruel, meanly fufpicious, and pufiUanimoUs. In his prof*' 
perity, he forgot the friends who liad given it him; and m his 
adverfe fortune, he illQfed thofe who fhared it with him. The 

Englifh, 

* Capital of the Mirwar Rajalhip. if. 
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Englifli, deceived by hiaf elegance, of mdnners, which he pofleffed 
in a vciy eminent degit», and convinced of his ikill in the 
finances of Bengal, (^hich province and its dependancies had- 
fallen to ’their (fifpdal; by the chaftce of war and inability of 
Meer Jaffier,) choftf him for his iuccellbr i and from that in- 
ftant Tie became their enemy* and impatient . to cut off the 
hands which had exalted him. .Hfe jealoufy of the Eiiglifh was 
not that of a great mind, which cannot -bear *an e(|ual, but of 
a low cunning, feeling- itfelf incapable of returning confidence 
“for confidence, and therefore defirous of burying obligation in, 
the deftrudtion- of his pa-trons*. , Had this not been the cafe, he 
would' have relied'- on’ the promifes of • Mr. Vanfittart, whofe 
nobility of fentiment and liberality of heart were fully known 
to him, for the' arrangement of connedtion between him and 
the Englifh: but the videkednefs of his own' mind made him 
fufped);. others, and he foil deforvedly .l^m 'his high ftation,* 

’ About this time* Sumroo, the bipody agent of Caufim Alee’s 
cruelty at Patna; ^ liaving left the forvioe of the Jauts, came to 
Phely, ’ and was entertained by ' dje minifler; bttt at the ex¬ 
piration of four mdnths', ■ Abdulahud Khan, fearful of exciting 
the r^ntment of the'Englifh, difeharged him, and he was im- 
medkroly retained by Nujeef Khan, though'.he- had .remon- 
flrated to thb emperor * on the impropriety of his accep^ng his 
fervices. * - 




It may- not be improper in this place to mention fome 
particulars of Sumro'o. His real name was Walter Rcinehard, 
and he was'bf obfeureparentage.• in the Eledtorate of Treves. 
He entered early as a common foldicr into the fervice of the 
FrehtJl,'' taking fof hw Nom de Guerre^ Summer, which his com¬ 
rades, from his'iaturniric complexion, ttoed-into Sombre, and 
flic Indians, by^ corruption, Sumroo.' AflMiength he repaired to 
* ■ ■ Bengal, 

, * For Cau{un'Al€e*s hiftoty, Tranfa^lious of Bengal, in ilns volume. 
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Bengal, and enlifled into one of the Swiis companies &en eov- 
ployed at Calcutta; but ft the end of eighteen days deferted 
*to the French at Chaiidernagore, where he became a feijeant. 
Delerting this poll, he Hed into the upper provinces,' and was 
for ibme time a private trooper in the cavalry of Suftder Jung, 
•father to Shujah ad Dowlah. .This fervice he quitted, and led 
a vagabcaid life in difierent provinces; but iq iy6o was with 
the rebel fojedaur of Purnea. Upon his being expelled from 
Bengal, Sumroo left him, and entered into the fervice of Gregory, 
an Armenian, ihen in high hivour with Caufim Alee, and dif- 
tinguiihed by the title of Goocgeen ,Khan. From him he had 
the command of a batufion df fepoys’, and afterwards obtain¬ 
ed from the navob the addition of another. In this ftation he 
malTacred the EnglHh captives at Patna. Some time previous 
to the battle of Buxar, he treacheroufly deferted Cauhm Alee 
with his corps, and embraced Jthe Cervice of Shujah ad Dowlab, 
who had gained him over by bribes. ‘Upon his deifeat atBuXar, 
he was entruifed with the protection of the, Begums, and re¬ 
mained with the vizier tiB he had trade peace with the £ngli{l\; 
when, fearful of being delivered up to them, he retired to Agra, 
and entered into the pay of the Jaut raja, ‘Jowahir Sing; but 
quitted hina for the fervice of the raja of Jcypdre, wb|p foon 
difmided him on a rcmonftrance from the Bngliih general, 
lie theft again ferved the Jautsquitted them once more, and 
came to Dhely-; from whence, as related, he followed^ the for¬ 
tunes of Nujeef Khan, in whole* fervice he died. Such are the 
outlines of the fmtunc of this man, who had fome merit as a 
foldier, but wholly obfeured by a treacherous • and blood-thirlly 
difpofition. His corps was cmitinued after his death, in the 
name of his fon and a frvuuritc Concubine, who received for 
their maintenance the fiim of ‘lofty dye thouduMi rupees per 
month. ^ 

* Towar^, 

* Six thouTsnd five iiundivd pounds. 
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Towards the latter end of the year 1774, Zabtah Khan, at 
the recommendation of Shujah ad Dowlah, who had deprived 
him of his territories eaft of the Ganges, notwithftandiug his 
profeffions of fricndfliip before the defeat of the Rohiilas, was, 
to make fome amends for the dilappointment, called to Dliely, 
and reftored to his farm of Mheerpt and other diftrifts, on 
condition of paying a revenue of nine lacks of rupees to the 
royal treafury. • 

• 

In the month of January 1775, vizier Shujah* ad 

Dowlah, * in the midfl o£ hi$ •vidlories and highiA profperity. 
He had planned the extenfion of his dominions over all the 
territory ufurped by the Mharattas in the provinces of Maiwa,* 
Agra, and Bondelcundj and, had he lived a few years longer, 
there is little doubt, but that with the afliilance of the EngUfh, 
he would have confined the Poonah government to their pof- 
feffions- fouth of the Ncrbgdda river j which would have been a 
blefiing to the diflradted empire of the Mahumihedans in Hin> 
dooflan. In the early part of his life he was vain, and ad- 
di(5led to pleafure, • for which he too much negledted public * 
bufinefs; buf on the recovery' of his dominions after the battle 
of Buxar« he Ihewed that adverfity had been to him a fervice- 
able tutorels, b^ bringing forth the better qualities of his mind 
’• into adlion. As a prince, he was wife, arid dignified* in cha- 
radter; .as a private man, afiable, humane and generous.* In a 
fituation, where the attainment of a fplendid objcdl too gene¬ 
rally paUiates the means of purfuit, however treacherous, and in 
a country where ^arts, common to all, arc unhappily neceflaiy 
for * ielf-defence, his poli^ was lels marked with blood than 
• that of tnoft pirinces who are efteemed in Hindooftan as de- 
ferving geneiftl applauie. By his own fubjedts he was fincercly 
beloved; and even the fbns of Hafiz Rhamut, whole country he 
had iekted, wept at his death. Had he been placed among a 
VoL. II. 'Ll virtuous 
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virtuous • people, he might have been a virtuous prince; and 
among thofc he was obliged to govern and contend with, he 
was eminently fuperior in every good quality.* . 

Shujah ad Dowlah was fucceeded in territory by his eldeft 
fon, Afoph ad Dowlah;,and upon his prefcnting a pefhcufli, 
or ofibring, and fending a general with five thoufand men and 
■ fome artillery to attend the emperor, was * invefted alfo with 
the office of vizier.. 

» 

1.0.1776. The troops fent by Afoph ..ad Dpwlah reached Dhely at a 
time, important even to the personal Yafety of Shaw Aulum, 

‘ the royal army having been juft defeated by Zabtah Khan, who 
had refufed paying the revenues of the diftridls of which he 
had the colledion, and taken up arms to fupport his difobe- < 
dience. The arrival of the .vizier’s troops alone prevented him 
from becoming mafter of Dhely and^the fate of his fovereign. 
Zabtah Khan, hovi^ever, by the mediation of Luttafut, Afoph ad 
Dowlah’s general, who was bribed largely pn the occafion, 

” was again pardoned, his arrears remitted, and re-appoiiifed to 
the trufts he had betrayed, Shaw Auluni hiving mot refolution 
or power to refufe his afient. 

V * . 

A 

* 

\.D. 1777. This year the emperor, affifted by Nujeef Khan, who had., 

completed his conquefts over the Jauts, marched once more ■ 
■ againft Zabtah Khan, who had again rebelled. The greateft part 
of his country was taken, but little advantage accrued to Shaw 
Aulum, moft of the recovered diftridls being given by the general 
as fecuritics for pay to the chiefs of ditfercut* corps. The em¬ 
peror kept the field from April to December; when, weary of. 
being led as a pageant by Nujeef Khan, whp only ufed his 

authority 

\ I 

i 

A 

* An account of Shujah ad Dowlah*! warfare with the Englith is given in 
the hiAory of Bengal, in this volume. 
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authority to aggrandize himfclf, he returned in difguft to Dhely, 
and Nujcef Khan repaired to Agra, of which province he was 
now mailer, ^and kept up only a nominal allegiance to his 
fov creign. 

No remarkable event occurred in the emperor’s concerns till A.D. 177I 
the conclulion of the raips this year; when fome propofals 
, being made by a Raajepoote, chief, then at war with Nujcef 
Khan, the minifter, ‘Mujd ad Dowlah, thinking them favouf- 
. able to his views of humbling the latter, perfuaded Shaw Aulmji 
to take the fi^ld, under a pretence *of a pilgrimage to Ajmere, 
to cover the real objeefT of the expedition from Nujeef Khan. 

The emperor, accordingly, moved by flow marches to Narnoul,* 
about fifty cofs from Dhely, which he reached near the clofe 
of die year. By this time, the raja, to aflill whom the cam¬ 
paign was made, being taken prifoner, Mujd ad Dowlah chang¬ 
ing his objedl, employed the royal force to fliare the advan¬ 
tages of his deftrudlion with Nujeef Kliall. * Several diilrids 
were feized, and the minifter now thought ferioully of leading 
his mafter to Ajmere, and exadling a tribute from the raja of* 

Jcypore . in the robte.* Nujeef Khan was fummoned to attend 
the royal ftandard, though, probably, his prefence was not de- 
fired by Mujd ad Dowlah. In January 1779, the royal army 
i, arrived near Jejpore, and the minor raja,, lately acceded* to the 
mufnud by the death of his uncle, was fummoned to attend 
the emperor. The regent was cmbarailcd how to adl; not 
chufing to truft the royal minifter, who had taken many of the 
Raajepoote chieft, his enemies, into pay; nor did he wJlh to 
exafperate the emperor by difrefpeil. In this dilemma, he fought ' 

.'the patronage of Nujeef Khan, who willingly gave it him, being 
- , * . L 1 2 , dciirous 

• Abdulahud Khani who had received this titl^ E^aher of the 

ftatc. 

^ At this cit3s is the tomb of a celebrated Mahummedan faint. 
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defiroiis of depriving Mujd ad DoMdah of the credit and ad¬ 
vantage of an influence in Jeypore, on which he had views 
of his own. The minifter was amufed, by pron^cs from the 
regent of coming to an int»view, till Nujeef Khan join«i the 
royal camp, when the raja declared his wifhes of having him 
only for his mediator ■ with the ^ emperor. Mujd ad Dowlah 
dar^ not refufe, as Nujeef Khan was fupelior in force j and 
Shaw Aulum confented frona the, fame caufo. Eight lacks of 
rupees were fettled for the offering, of which two only • were 
paid to the rdyal treafury ; . but .Nujeef }Uian obtained a much 
larger fum, befidcs the advantage wluch the credit of his fu- 
pefiority over Mujd ad Dowlah ^ve him in, the eyes of the 
Raajepootes; Nor was this all j the diftriifts taken by the royal 
army being refigned to him and his friends, for which he gave 
up a tradt near Dhely, lefs convenient and beneficial to his 
government. At. his requefi, the pilgrimage was kid afide, and 
the emperor returned to his Capital after a tirefome campaign; 
which had onl/ fe#Ved to bring frefh infults, on his authority, 
from the weakneis of Mujd ad Dowlah and ingratitude pi 
‘Nujeef Khan. 


« _ • 

The royal army had fcarce returned to Dhely, when the 

minifter again refolved to take the field, and prevailed on the 
emperor to fend with |;pm his focond fon, die prince * ‘Ferkhundeb 
Akhtcr. Great preparations were made, which took up fevcral 
months, and excited the attention of the public. Various were 
the reports of his intentions. At one time, it was fuppofed- he 
had entered into negotiations of alliance with the Adharattas, 
who had defeated the Englilh army from Boftibj^, and threat¬ 
ened to attack them in Oude and Bengal. At another, it. was 
rumoured that the royal army was to be joinfed by the Siks, 
and to foil on Nujeef Khan for his neglctl of the emperor. At 

length) 

.* Of aufpicious Aars. 


^ ■ - SHAW AtfLUM THE SECOND. 

• • . 

length, in the month of June 1779, Mujd ad Dowlah with his 
royal pupil moved from Dhely, and advanced to Panniput, with 
fix battalions of fepoys armc^ in the European manner, a con- 
liderable train of 'artillery, fix thoufand horfe, eight thoufand 
irregular infantry, and fome bands of mercenary Siksj fo that, 
in point of numbers, his wmy was formidable, and, with con- 
dudt on his part, equal to the conquefts of the petty chiefs in 
his route, whom he might chufe to attack. On his march he 
feized a zemindar, named Daifibo Sing, from whom he exadt'ed 
about two lacks of rupefis, and then proceeded towards Futfiiala, 
the rcfidencc# of Amer Sing, ninety cofs norths wed of Dhely, 
who had ufurped a cohliderablc territory. He was command¬ 
ed to join the royal army, and ^pay a compenfation for the' 
revenue of the country; which at firft he promifed, and a nego¬ 
tiation was begun" to fettlp the fum-j but the wily zemindar was 
infinccre, and only wanted to gain time,, till* he fhould be aflift- 
jed by the Siks from the province- of Lahore, who had pro- 
mifed to prote 3 : him, as his redudlion would haVe expofed them 
to invafion frogn the royal army. " After fome days, Amer 
Sing,‘joined by many of^his allies, threw off the malk, and 
"the Siks in .the /ervice of the minifter delerted to him, not 
chufihg to fight agamft their brethren. Mujd ad Dowhh, in- 
ftead of adting witn refolution, would not try the event of per- 
^ fiftance in his demands, but began his retreat towards Panniput; 
to which place he was followed by Amer Sing and the Siks, 
who Haraffcd his line of march daily, and plundered his bag¬ 
gage; but could make no impreffion on thd main body of his 
army; a proof, that had he adted vigoroufly, a different fate 
would have aiftended his expedition'. 

• 

Tlie emperor, alarmed at the retreat of his minifter, and 
dreading the event of the^army coming to Dhely and demand¬ 
ing their arrears of pay, wrote preflingly to Nujeef Khan, im- 

. ploring 


S6$ 


aurungzebe’8 successors; 

• • 

ploring his afliftance, and defiring him to take the adminiftra- 
tion of affairs uppn himfelf. Nujeef Khan, who had long wilhed 
for fuch an opportunity of ruining the niinilter, and had, it is 
laid; privately negotiated with the Siks and Amer Sing, hallen- 
ed to Dhcly with his army. Mujd ad Dowlah, upon his ar¬ 
rival at the capital, was difgraced and committed to the cullody 
of his rival, who confifcated the greateft part of his eifedts, a 

lhare of which he gave up to the emperor. 

« 

. From this period till the death of Niqeef Khan, Shaw Aulum 
remained tinder his controul, a genfioner on his bounty, with¬ 
out the Icaft power of royalty beyonci the granting of empty 
titles, and the ratification of the adts of his mihilter $ who fo 
abufcd his authority, that the Wctched emperor frequently wanted 
for conveniences, and the women of the haram, and numerous 
confined perfonages* of the blood-royal, often the common ne- 
celTaries of life. 

C 

Nujeef Khan was now at the height of his power and amr 
‘bition, poficffing the lbl6 authority aft Dhely, vvlth the greateft 
part of that province,, and the very extenlive one of Agra, 
together with ^that capital. • The raja of Jeypore, and" feveral 
other Hindoo prince's lalfo. were his tributtries. Next to the 
vizier, h« was the firft officer of the empire, being appointed 
ameer al amra, with the title of * Zoolfeccar ad Dowlah. After 
his arrival at Dhely, he loft the energy of his former charadler, 
and indulged in voluptuoufnefs fo much, that it injured his con- 
ftitutibn ; which he ftrove to repair for the gratification of ap¬ 
petite, by ftimulating confcdlions. Thcfe fo©n\, brought on a 
complication of diforders, which put an end to his life on the 
twenty fecond of April, 1782, in the forty riinth year of his ' 
age. 


* Sword of the iUte; 
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• Nujeef Khan was born in Perfia, of a family faid to be 
related to the SufFewee fovereigns of that empire; and in his 
infancy was, with many of his relations, - a prifoner to the ui'urpcr 
Nadir Shaw, who kept all tlie peribnages, any way allied to 
the throne, in confinement for his own fecurity. At the re- 
queft of Meerza Mhofun, the brother of Suffder Jung, who was 
fent on an embafly to Nadir by Mahummud Shaw, after his 
invafion of Hindooftan, Nujeef Khan and a fifter much older 
than himfelf were releaf«d. The lady married her deliye^erj 
and Nujeef Khan accompanied her and her hufband to ’Dhely., 
He was treated with paarehtal* affedtion by Meerza Mhofun, and 
at his death attached himfelf to Mahummud Koollee Khan, his > 
fon, the governor of Aleabad, who was fiiortly after feized and 
put to death by his fir ft coufin, Shujah ad Dowlah, he being 
jealous of his ambitious views in aflifting Shaw Aulum in the 
invafion of Bengal, and regarding Aleabad as his right, it hav- 
■ ing been given only in deputation by his father, the vizier Suffder 
Jung, to Mahummud Koollee Khan, who had refufed to fur- 
render it to the fon. Nujeef Khan, upon this event, retired 
with a few followers ilito Bengal, and offered his fervices to the 
navob**Meer Caufim, then at war vyith the ^nglifh, who gave 
him great encouragement. When Meet (^ufim took refuge with 
Shujah ad Dowlah, Nujeef Khan, not chufing to truft. himfelf 
^‘in the power of the latter, repaired to Bondelcund, and ferved 
Gomaun* Sing, one of the chiefs of that country. Upon the 
flight of Shujah ad Dowlah, after tire battle of Buxar,‘he of¬ 
fered his fervices to the Englifh, reprefenting himfelf as the right¬ 
ful lord of the prftvince of Aleabad, waS received with refpe<ft- 
ful welcome, and even put into poffeflion. of a part of itj but 
when peace was Concluded with the vizier, the EngUlh, dilcov- 
cring the falfehood of his claim, fet it afidc, and rewarded his 
attachment with a penfion of two lacks of rupees and ftrong 
recommendations to the emperor. The recompenfe was greater 

than 
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than his merits with the Englifli, as he had kept up acorref- 
pondence with Shujah ad Dowlah, whom he would have joined, 
had he been fuccelsful in the battle of Korah. From Aleabad 
he accompanied Shaw Aulum to Dhely, where'the various turns 
of his fortune have been already related in the preceding pages. 

' « 

Nujeef Khan poflefled great perfonal courage, and a forti¬ 
tude and prefence of mind not to be overcome by the greateft 
diftrefs, or the moft: fudden misfortune^ His affability of man¬ 
ners was fuch, as to charm even hunger to be patient in his 
fervice, and overcome the mutirtous' refolutibns of his troops, 
•often driven to extreme neceffity for want of regular pay. He 
was once, after the fedudtion of a capital fortrefs from the 
Jauts, (from which His army had hoped to receive the advan¬ 
tage of a liquidation of their long arrears) feized upon by the 
troops, menat:ed with death, and expofed bare-headed for a 
whole day to the fun, in the hotteft feafon of Hindooftan j a 
moft fevere puniftiment. But this, and the apprehenlions of 
' immediate death, did not move the calmnefs of his mind. He 
fbothed the moft morofe of the mutineeas tyith his eloquence, 
and diverted them from their purpofe by his humourous re¬ 
marks upon his own ^tuation and their condudt ; till, at length, 
they were contented with a part of their demands, and con¬ 
tinued to ferve him in .hopes of better times. It is faid, that 
no perfon ever went away diftatisfied from Nujeef Khani who, 
if he could not grant a requeft, would convince the petitioner of 
his forrow at his being obliged to refufe it. His expenfes always 
exceeded -his income, and this obliged him* to mortgage his 
revenues in aftignment to the officers of his army for payj fo 
that his country was never completely fettled under his own 
controul, but always paffing from one chief to another, who 
made his owrt ftatement with the farmers. As he never refufed 

offers of fervice from any militaiy adventurers, this evil con^ 

tinually 
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tinuaJIy encreafed, and ]»o did ‘ not live long enough after his 
cqnquefts to correft the abu^ by a fettled form of government, 
and a reduiSioji of foroe adequate to his finances. It is pro¬ 
bable, had Nujeef Khan been placed at the head of an eftab- 
liihed government, he would have bean an amiable and great 
prince; and in the fituation he fihed# his character draws ad¬ 
miration,* when his diiadvaptagea ate liberally confidered. 


Upon the death of Nujeef Khan, the illoOnilradled fabric of 
his government fixm fc^l te pieces from the dii^ailions of hh, 
adherents; whdp Sh^Vr Aulum, .as ufuaU fiindtified from necef« 
City the a<fhons of the ^iuccelSful par^. Afinfiaub Khan, an 
adopted Con of the deceafed, was hrft appointed ameer al amra, • 
and, at his requeft, Miyd Sd Uowldi* releafed fiom confinement; 
but his power did not* laft long. Nujeef Khan’s fifter, who had 
great influence with the atmy, being difgctfted at^hia behaviour, 
invited Meerza Shufl^e Khan,' a near hilatkin of her own, to 
Dhely, and oflered hiin the infant daughter of hen* deceafed bro¬ 
ther in marriage j al^, to procure for him from the emperor 
the adminiflxation of aflairs, and the honours of Nujeef Khan. * 





• « 


Meerza SHhuflee, "who was'then on an expedition againfl: the 
Siks to the northward of the capital, readitypubraced the Begum’s 
invitation, and repaired to court; whi(di A^flaub Khan dfiferted 
on his approach, leaving Mujd ad Dowlah and-^Ntyeef KcK^Vee 
Khan to’ oppofe him. It wodld appear that' ShaW 4 uhim was 
unwillme to krant Meerza Shuffee the admMfliv:ai(ion of aflairs. 


VoL, II. 
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* ^ to hU troop«i wit often 

c&ligfd to mako aot with trutha An officer one day told 

him he had met iqurriiges comlhig to ttit cacapj and What were their 

dontenu ? Kl|ian* ^or ybor ufe In Ude ckaapaigOi returned the 

offioera A rit|^y« indm^ih *^ied N|^ Khan i icarce equal tlia 

ffifl>itrlknriait of a fiogla d^ayv ^ v t 

k AUb an adopted foo of Nujeef Khaa^e. 
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for he did not admit him to the ,pre&nce till he had leized 
the two chiefs above-mentioned, when, unable to refufe his 
demands, be app<wtcd him A»«cr al amra. 


Meerza Shuffee having thus £}rced himfclf into office, treated 
Shaw Aulum with little nwfpedi .«M»d the opprefled monarch, 
weary of the indignities daily dffesed him* m&de an attempt to 
free himfclf fr6m his contro]al,< and 'reftorp Affiaikub Ahan. 
Monfieur Pawly, who commanded ^umroo's battalions, and Lut- 
‘tafut, a'‘eunuch, at the hpad of a Confiderable body of lepoys, . 
with odier chiefs, were ^wn cypr fi[mn the intpreft of Meerza 
Shuffiee by Mahammud VacQoji Ahap, *thp emperor’s confidant. 
They afiembled fuddenly uhder arms at the palace, where Shaw 
Aulum putting at 'their heao^ mcrt'hcd towards the re- 

fidence of Meerza Shufifee, intending to fpiae his perfon. Tlic 
ameer al amra endeavoured to draw out his followers, but they 
refufed to aft, and he 'with difficulty made his efcape from the 
city. Shaw Atilum, fatisfied with his expoliion, declined purfu- 
ing the fugitive; though his eldeil fbn, the prince jehaundar 
Sluw, reprefented juftly, that unlcls his |>crlbn wnd that* of the 
Begum were iecured, and thpir wealth feized* the royal inten¬ 
tions would be left uncompleted, as Meerza Shufibe would be 
joined by his troops when recovered from the panic which the 
fuddenmfs of this attempt had infpitedi To account for the 
inaftion of the emperor at this cribs, is impottible. It can only* 
be fuppofed, that he dreaded treacheiy from the chiefr who 


• had advifed him to expel the minifrer. 



Meerza Shufree, as had been ^friretold by the prince^ was 
rejoined by mod; of the troops, and affifred by Mahummud 
Beg Hammadaunec, a poW|:rfuil chief of the late Nujeef Khan, 
returned towards Dhcly, re&lVed to fr>rce the emperor to refrore 


him to office. 


* 
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Monfieur Paw'ly attdf tmttalut, upon intelligence of this junc¬ 
tion, prevailed upbn Shtiw Aultim to encamp at Khizzerabad, a 
Ihort dHbinc£ from Dhely, iatepding to mahe a ftand agaanH: 
the enemy j but Meerza Shudee offering to make conceflions 
to his majedy, a negotiation (k>ntoilbm9jbd» and Pawly and Lut> 
tafut were invited to a meeting with* the rebels, in order to 
fettle the terms of their fubm^km to the emperor, but in fa£t; 
of his to them. * 

p 

The prince Jefaautidar Shaw now again cauthmed his fifther 
againil making tprms tl|e* rebels i but in vain. ' Ip his nar¬ 
rative, given by himfelf to Mr. Haftings, he fiiys; ** I from 
** loyalty obferved, that in fuch quarrels there was no room* 
** for peace j that the force with his majefty was more than 
** equal to crulh them." 

Pawly and Luttafiit declined fidlowing the advice of the 
prince, accepted the invitation of Meerza ShuBfee Khan, and, 
upon entering hia camp, were taken prifoners. The former was 
put to death, and the latter punilhed*by the loft of his eyes.’ 
Meerza Shuffee ilow*exaftcd what demands he pleaied fooin 
Shaw Aulum, who re-appointed him ameer al arnra, and, at his 
recommendation, hlujd ad Dowlah, who had found means to 
make his peace, was once more rellored to his o^cc of ** dewan 
of the klialfidi. * * 

Soon after this commottem, MeerjiiA fihwffce, leaving Mujd 
ad Dowlah to aft for him with fhe* en|peror, marched from 
Dhely to teftme dfder in the ptoirSnqe of Agra, and took with him 
Meerza .ScScTtnctoi^ Shekdbi, one cf the princes, to add dignity 
to his opetadom. Shaw Aulum wfc left in the podeffion of 
the lands allotted !br the fupport of hb hcofthold by the late 

M m 2 • Nujeef 


* DircSor of the rtvenue let a^ait for the fupport of the boufehold. 



Ni^eef Khan; fo chat, x:oAfi^Mtog pitft he 'had taken againft 
hts* mimi^, that thibf >6id hott tuigeneeodty' aowards hhn, 
Affiafiaiitr ‘Khan* '<Wli6 "h^ ifttkthad to take advaatd)ge of the de- 
iigns ki his ^fevow* pcditiedll^ kt^ «t a' difhince, till convinced 
of iIm; 'foperioihy 'df'Mdkhi ^tiilbe j 'tihen he joucd him* and 
^h^as ildft 'unmolefted ia '-ttf fMltiihids allotted him 

Under &e late. Nujeef Khad; > ^ 

• *'. 1 / ’ ‘ f 

Meerza ^hp^e was hot a imn calculated to retrieve .the dif- 
dr^ vrhkh. Jhid'' ocettrred in >adhirs hnce the death of his pre- 
deeedbr.. 'He leas deltituih''t>f'Idwt.f'iddrhl^ >and a^bility of. 
'mamMr*. by whUSh Nuje^ IChen had attached m' himfeif the 
odiceta bf his army* eadh < of 'whom»ethifidered himfeif as in- 
dependam;* ^ ’Mahurnmud Beg Khan HkmoSadaiaiee an particular* 
who had fo greatty adBled in eftahUdung him in power* was 
difgufted at die faperbrity he adhmed over him* and with his 
refulU, of feme ai^tioinal diftiifts which he demanded. The 
'Begum ahp, fijfber of li^eef Khan* was dUplealed with him 
, ibr/not allowhig 'her that mdoenee in, gover,<unent which ihe 
had enjoyed iu tHe liiibeime of her brother* 'The £hort ‘period 
of his adminiftmtidn'pailed in oenlhmt qtwrels with his oi^cersi 
and at length Mahummud Beg* whp regarded not by wnat 
means he ^warded his views, re(oli^ to remove him by trea- 
chcry. For. &is purpbie* He pretended a wiih to reconcile , 
their differences, by an amicable adjuflment^ and requelled an 
interview* to which Meerza Shufiee Khan adented. They met 
before the fortrefs of Beitg* m .the thirtieth of September, lybj* 

each act^d an army* and Mebrza Shuffee was dabbed by 
Ifmaccl Beg. die brother of Mahufbmud* wlpfc he was lanbfal 
cu^ him. An-engagem^,between two •anaitt .ifidiowed, 

^ ^ diwren <wm;tfae fidd with feme lofi, 
Kto WM, dKbrei fucoeflbr to tj. murdered Mvob, 
by the fflfcr Segm and the umy, *nd wb Ihortly after enn. 

firmed 
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iirmed by the ^mpotor Hki 'dfie of ameer al amra and the 

government of the pmmeoe$ of ^hely and Agra. Mahommud 
Beg) however/ ta.adcnowledge hia authori^» lev^ troops 

' to oppofe hhD) ai^ committlid.ilft|^tidationS'in feveral diftri<^, 
Adtafiaub) finding himiblf uneqind to ii^pport lus power alone, 
endeavoured to procure the afisilhinee of hi$ neighbours, the navob 
vizier and the English, or the Mharattas. Jbi this unfettied ilate 
of affairs, the prince J^attodaV' Shaw, in April 17S4, made his 
efcape ^m' iDhf^y, andiiepaircd to Lncnow, where Mr. Hall- 
* ings had turived to regukte the' conoems between*^ the vi^r ' 
and the compdhy. db)o£t ,wsas, to procure a force 

to free his fether file >ampemr fbm the contttHil in which he , 
was kept by ‘Afintfiaub dChan» ood to oblige 'him to .allot a poe- 
tion of fite revenues hr the htppbrt of the. royal dignity. 'He 
declared, that his elbape iwas witih the private .concurrence of 
his father, tuxi moft'jpr^hly with troth, ^ugh publickly Shaw 
Aulum demanded his ' being fent back a pri^ner to Dhely, 
obliged to it 'through fear of his minifier. Mr. Haflings was 
too generous to obey commands, vVhicfa, if coia>|died with, would . 
have Ikcnficed an unfortunate prince to life’ imprifenment, if 
not afiaflinatiiSn. ’Irhau^ reftrifted by his employers from 
taking an aftive part in the royal aflEkirs, he hoped, by pro- 
tedtiqg the' prince, to perfuade Aifrahaub to fhew proper rcfpedl 
^.to the. imperial family i and his plan>in feme meafure fiuceeded. 
The ameer al amra fent major Brown, the BnglUh telidcnt at 
Dhely, to Luenow, with' offers to comply with any terms the 
navob vizier and Mr. HaiUngs ihooM il^>uUte for die advan¬ 
tage of the. emperor} and agt)^ to'hSt under the prince as 
miniflcr, provided they wotdd feppolt’ him with feme troops 
.againft Mahummi^ Beg and other refraftory chiefs j reprefent- 
ing, that if they cgdld not grant that condition, he mufl: feck 
an ^Ihance with' Sindia, the Mbaratta chiefv who was ready to 
enter the country* Mr. HafUngs was unable to fernifh troops, 

the 
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the council of Benj^ refufing to take any adive part bqrond 
the frontiers of the vizier^ sad Afiraiiftub, confequently, made 
his aUsaace with Sindia. 

Previous to die of major Brown from Lucnow, 

Affiraiiauby jealous of Mujd ad iDowlah^ whom he had left to 
manage the affairs'of the royal faottfehQkt> confined that minif- 
ter, and prevailed upon * Xulum to march to Agra, by 
^pcomifes of giving up that Oity with* the fbrtrefs to his difpofal. 

* The emperor, flattered by the hopes of acquiring more power, * 
or intimidated by the confinement of his old advifer, Mujd ad 
. Dowlah, left bhely, and arrived at Agra* in Oiftober 1784; 
when the golden keys of the citadel were prefented to him by 
Affrafiaub, and he had the fatisfeftion of being called King of 
the World, in the palace of his anceftor, *die renowned Akber; 
but it was garrifoned by the troops of the.minifter. Mr. Haft- 
ings had by this time departed from LuenOw, and was ac¬ 
companied by the ‘prince to Banaras, which he chofc for his 
• refidence, not thinkii^ it laie to truft his perfon with Aftrafiaub 
or Sindia; a recommendation to wfaoqi of his interefls, was 
now the only fcrvice that the Englifh codld Iflbrd hjm be¬ 
yond their own territories. He had an allowance of ' five lacks 
of rupees per annum from the navob vizier, and wifely rcfolved 
to wait &r better times. Shaw Aulum remained in the hands 
of his minifler. 

f 

I 

On the twenty fepopd of O^ber 1784, Affrafiaub had an 
interview with his new ally Mahajee Smdin j .when it was agreed, 
that they fhould jointly attack ^ Mahummud Beg Hammadaunee; 
but their plans were frufttated by an unfortunate event. Or 
Tjaefilay, the fecond d No^mber, Affrafiaub Khan was aflaflrn- 

. ated 

* Fifty thoufand potmdk* allowftiMe vak given at the eameft requeft 

of Mr* 
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atcd by a foldier, faid to be employed by Zien-al-aub-ad-Dien 
the brother of (be late Meefza Sbuffee Khan, and Mahammud 
Beg Hammadaunee, wbo dreaded the power which Sindia’s al¬ 
liance would give to the objeft of their hatred. This event 
occafioned a new revolution in aj^airs, by^ transferring the autho¬ 
rity of the Moguls to the Mharatta*. , 

Sindia, by prefents of fomo» modey, promifes of obedience,^ 
and a regular allowance for the royal honfehold, prevailed on 
.Shaw Aulum to conie to' his camp, and beftow apon the* 

* pclhwa the of&ce of v^ueel #muttulluk, (it foie du‘e<fLor of 
the empire, with the deputation of thii employment to himfelf. 
Under this grant, he clawed the command of, the army of the 
unfortunate AffraCaub, and the governments of Agra and Dhely. 

As he was at the head of a large body of Mharattas, and 
the Mogul chiefs could not agree among themfelves in the choice 
of a fucceflbr, he eafily effedted hi* defigns. The different of¬ 
ficers of corps made their own terms with Sindia, pretending 
to obey the orders^of the emperor; and, iVhihummud Beg alio ^ 
acknowifedged his authority. Shajah Dil Khan, the father in 
law of Affrafiaub, gave’up the forcrefi of Agra, after a ihort 
liege, for a jaghire, and affurances of a provifion for the Ibn 
of the deceafod, his grandlon, an infant, named Khadim Houl- 
fein Khan. Shaw Aulum* was now permitted to return to J^hcly. 
Staty thouland rupees per month were fettled by Sindia for 
his fupport; but a body of Mharattos was ftationed With him, 
to prevent him encouraging any other power; fo in fodl, 
he was only a Hate pnfoner in the handl of Sindia. 

a 

Shaw Aulum did not remain long at Dhely> being again 
requeilcd by Sindia to take the field, to lanftion, by his ap¬ 
pearance, the capture of Alecghur, the rcfidence of the Begum^ 

• Cbief nuoifier of the Mbuattt Aate, 
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of Affrafiaub Khaa. Jahaurtgeer Klwn, the governor, after fome 
timtf* fabmittcd. By the Adi of Aleeghur, the authority of 
SindU was eftablifhed in the territories which bad belonged 
to the bite ameer al amra, Nujeef Khan. He now demanded 
tribute from ievcral i^as, and among them from the raja of 
Jeypore, to\^ards whofe • country he marched with the emperor. 
Negotiation and thrcatenii^ employed fcveral. mondis, till the 
approach of the rainy feafon of; 1786, 'when Shaw Aulum re¬ 
turned to Dhely, and ,Smdia with ,his anny cantoned at Muttra. 
'Tnc acquifitions of the Mharattas, * by their interference with 
the Moguls, * were however mote fplegdid than wfofol j the pro¬ 
vinces of Dhely and A|^a txdng esdiauAed of revenue by the 
oppreflions of the- late contending chiefrj ,fo that Sindu began 
to find himlelf in a troutdefome fituation* Long arrears were 
due to the troops, and his refources were unequal to his dd- 
burfements. 

D. 1787, Towards flie latter cad of the year 1787, a confidcrablc 
^ body of Mharattas, under Royjee Fateei> wljp had been feht to 
colledt a tribute fi’om the raja* of Jeypore, being defeated, Siii- 
dia marched with his whole army into thUt country, and ad¬ 
vanced within a fliort diftance of the capital. The raja, being 
aflifted by the chief of jodepore and other allies, dillieircd his 
enemy by cutting off bis fupplies; fo that both Mharattas and 
Moguls became dlfcontented, and Mahtimmud Beg‘Hammadaun'“x 
with his followers deferted to the raja. In this conjundure, 
Sindia refolvcd to make a pufii, left the defedion fliould be¬ 
come general. A fevcTe adion took place, and Mahummud 
Beg was llain; but the valour and condud of his brother If- 
macel Beg reftored the courage of the tioops, which had given 
way from the lofs of their chief, and vidoiy declared for the 
Jftaiyepootes. Three days after this event, Sindia was deferted by 
Ihc difciplincd battalion’s of fepoys, who went over to Ifinaeel 

Beg. 
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Beg. This mfsforbmft w*f ^lloyred by r^Jwsited defeats, which 
obliged him fetredt With pree^itatioQ acro^ dte Chunibuh 
'to the neighbdbdhood Gwtlior, aod quit ;^r the pteietit all 
offenfive leaving gamfoos in the citadel of Agra and 

fbrtreis of Aleeghtir» in hopes of their hoidii^ out till he could 
obtain reinfiMrcem^nts from Ddkkan. Deeg and fome other places 
he gave up to the Jau’t raja, Runjwt Sing, to whom they origin¬ 
ally belonged, that l\e might* keep "up an * intereft among t^e 
natives of the country* * 

* * 

The evacuation • of tjjp pmvinceS ^of Phefy and Agra by the 
Mharatta army, occafibned a iad change in "the royal a^irs.^ 
Shaw Aulum, tiie pageant of ev^ fuodels^ party, marched* 
from Dhely at die mvitation of the raja of Jeypore, who ad-' 
vanced widiin three (kya* jottmey of the oapttal to pay his 
refpe^s } but whether he ^as ununiUng ’to engage in the ad- 
miniftration of the royal concerns, intimidated by fears of the 
return of the Mharattas, or reiblved oid^ to ^ for the pre- 
fervation of his. own oounoy, fae^ in a Hwrt tone obtained his. 
diimiflion, and withdiw to his own tertitorieS. Shaw- Aulum 
returned to Dhely,* where he hoped to rranahi fecur^-aiid un¬ 
engaged with party, tUl Shiga’s return with, a rein&rcement, -or 
a decided fupefiority of his enemies. Unhappy indeed was his 
«fituation, and hard the part he had to ad. hi the JSandi of a 
■•Mharatta garnfon in his capital, and. depending for hipport on 
Sindia,"he was obliged, at die kcfM dtoe, tci IumI name to 
his enbAy Ifmacel Bfcg; who* ■ Mharattas in 

the field, had taken feveral plaftes'* 0«te them* and laid jiege 
to Agra, under pretence df the imperial orders. 

% 

0 

At this crifis ftarted' up a new adventurer, the^moft fatal 

one of any to the unfortunate Shaw Aulum. * Gholaum Kaudir 

Vox,. II. N n * Khim, 

• « 

• • 

■ This chief was foa and fucceiibr to Zabtdi<Kban, often mentioned in the 

preceding pa^es. 
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Kb^, 'a RobUjla < 44 *c^ hoping ,to s^Hluire power m,the dUlra^ted 
of a^airs, ixMrc 1 iq^>^ from his reiidcfpce of Ghofer 

|^vir> «jui» apppaoid t>hps4^, which thq Mharatta g;Brrifo^ 

evacoated on ^ his q^padi* He ohl^d the emperor to'confer 
qn Tium the ..dignitjr of ’ imoep al apwa; after which he Ejioved 
to lay fiege to th<? fbrpft^,<pf Al/ecgh\jrji where Smdia had left 
a garrifon. 

» « 

.The ]j|doce Jfhaoi^irw, .who' bad refided ftnce the year 
(784 iat BaMjjfijM^^ttnder,, tte Epgliih ^tedion, was at thtS time 
aifo refolvrea to his ftH^e' in ^the jrpubfes,. He marched to 
Dhely^ and was,^ined'.<on ^hi^ routeJby fome thopfands of ad- 
' venturers. ., On ^ his aAival.* at the capital he wSs received with 
much favour by -0& cmpowea«d him to dire<ft the 

operations of Gjho£)iW^^ Kaudir 'Khan; and the prince, after 
obtaining the releafe of Iw women and. children, who had 
been confined ftnce his ‘£li^t> repaired to tl^e ftege of Alee- 
gbur. l:fe was* fblso diiii^ifted with the brutal difrefpecft of the 
^ Rohilla, and repaired' to Agra, In hopes oC finding a better 
fervatat in Ifraacel ]^, but was difap^inted.^The money he 
had brought with him. frcan Banaras being *i 83 chaBftcd,. hh fol¬ 
lowers bi^ame ciarporous for pay, and the unhappy prince at 
• length was obliged to • divide among them his (iftedts. Not 
chufing tb return to Dhely, left the in&uence .of his brother, 
Akber Shaw, the favourite fon ,^of Shaw Aulum, fhould pre-- 
vail on his fether to confute him in his unprotedred ftatc, he 
threw himfelf again on the generafity of the Englifhf. They 
again received hint, and he repaired once more to Banaras, but 
did not long furvivc his return. About a week after bis arriv-< 
al he •was feU^d ^ith a putrid fever, occafioned, by c^fpofipg, 
htmfelf for fome hours to a burping fun in a vifit^ oiT devq.. 
tiqp to the tomb a c^ebrated Mahummedan faint at Chunar, 
and died on the thirty firft of May, 1788, after an illnefs of 

, 'little 
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little more dian tiv'Aty i&ur hours* He was buried with every ■ 
honour* due to ^ his ^rank } ‘ the Engldh reddent and .principal 
pcojde of th 4 city Attending his funeral.* He left behind hiiyi 
three fons, * whotiity with the Veft of his family* he recom’mcnd- 
ed to the Care of, die En^iJlfh* 'unddf whom ^cy enjoy a com¬ 
fortable afylum* and allowance at'Banatas. 

Gholauin Kawdir Khan* on the ^1 of Aleeghur, march¬ 
ed to join Ifmacel Beg in the dege of Agtaj but they fbon 
di&greeingj he left him to piake conquers ^ himfelf in other . 
parts of the country. ••By iWis titne Sindia had received feme 
fuccouia from Dckkan* and dii|>atched hla confidential minifterj 
Rana Khan* with the Jaut rajah* Ronjeet Sing* to ratfe the dege 
of Agra, near which a' bloody h&tth was fought on the iixteenth 
of June, 1788, in which H^eel Beg was ccttnplcatly defeated, 
with the lofs of all his cannon* tfiaggage, and ffo&s. He made 
his efcape With much difficulty* ly fwimming^his horfe acrofs 
the Jumna* and reached the camp of'Gholaum Kaudir Khan; 
but, not finding a kind reception, in a'fiiw days he retired tq 
Shekohabad, where ho was refpedtfutty treated by lUumnjals Alee 
Khacr, -a col^or of the navob viziCf* who prefcnted him with 
the fum of • twenty thoufattd rupees. Being I»re joined by about 
fifteen hundred of hij routed cavalry, and receiving letters from 
Gholaum Kaudir Khan, afliiring of future fricnadup, and, 
apologizing for his late negleft, kt' repai^ to his camp. Thcr 
lajas of Jeypore and Jodepore, Whofe intcreft'rit was to keep 
up an' enciny ^ the Mharattasv now font a fum of money, 
which enabled him to receive numbers of his followers, who 
returned to his flandard. ^ An invit^ion was fent him by the 
navob Nazir, and the few chiefs with Shaw Aulum to march 
to Dhely, which he accepted ■ of; but, on liis arrival near* the 
city, the emperOr, who wifhed to avoid oifonding Sindia by rc- 

-* * N n 2 ><!,,• ceiving 

f 

• Two dwaCuid poUixis. 
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ceiving his enemy»^ fsh h&ait yb ord^ to 

d^ire.' tfmaeel Beg pretHbd^ to^'bWy, but did t)0^^Biove!l waib- 
idg the arrival of Gh<^bib>|'fe£i^ Khan* * who was 'oo bsTbaich 
to the ca|dtal, wkh^ the ^Efcaerbcat. of forcing Shaw Aulum to 
give tip his codneOibh Wkh tfhe l^arattas. Tp this he was io- 
iHgated ^by the navob^ Kiair and otheh ^ofBoen, who, |)aving of¬ 
fended ^india,, dreaded'hh diQileariire/'fhc^d thb einperor fall 
again into his hands. The^ftipinot^ bl" the Mharittas after theijr 
defeat of IfmaeerBe^, to bd- ^ccdtinted for. Jnftead of 

marching inftnd^biSfely to tShely, SIhdia only adva!n< 3 ed to Muttra ^ 
fo that * the unfortinJEate Shfew Aultdlidi was left eicpoleh to the trea¬ 
chery of his fervants, axuh ia tiwend, to dethr^ement, plunder, 
and loft of fight. , ’ 

Gbolaum Kaud^ K!h«n, on hh arrival oppofite Dhely, re- 
quefted the emperor to adihit him into the city, but was refufed j 
upon whiefe he rjpftdVtSd to enter it by force j and, having brought 
over llmeeel- lleg to Ids views, the Jumna in the night, 

with a part of his army. Raja Himmut Bahatiur, and thp few 
Mharattas in the pkcb# fied ipimediately, and jha M(^l chiefs, 
witli their fblloweia in the emperor's fervice, joined Ifinaeel.Beg; 
fi) that the unhappy'fibaw Aulum, unkble fo refift, was obliged 
to open the gates of the citadel, and receive the rebels. The^ 
were introduced by the mavob Hanilr,'’" who anfwered their 
litteliiy to his majCfly, ^and ’ tl^ they would ftee him from the 
condW of the Mharattas, ind the dij^;tace' of depen^g' fi>r a 
fupport on infidds a^ natural enemies' to the fiut^ul. Oholauax 
Kaudir and'tfioietd'^gf falling at the emperor's fiset, afTured him^ 
their only objedt WaS his honour, and.the CKpulfion of the Mha- 
rattai; which thetF pIlNhifcd to effcdt, if one of the princes was 
permitted to accottipany them to'*lhe*field. A treaty was then 
drawn >'up, and .Ibfebn)^ ratified by oaths in one of the mofques 

in the palacdi by wfSidb it Was^phUted* 'that Shaw Auluih fljduld 

, * receive 
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receive 4 thtnl p^^it of tho rev’enues' for the fupipoit of his dig¬ 
nity. The «cn)Mrrdr vbeo comihitted his fon Solqr^W Shekhoh to 
thdr care/ fR)d » ihiy wal feted £» his maroh againft the. Mha- 
mttas; but ffus i|dj»iftidBient-,wa«v (iei^eitfql. / In a kw' days, Qho- 
laoro Kaudir dewaanded a * large (uxi>, of tnooey to pay troops, 
which Shant Aulum i aitd .die KohiUa rjofdved to podefs 

himfelf of whatever tre^bre might be in the^talace, hy dethrono 
ing the empettH’* . To this rtftdve ^ excited hy the trea¬ 

cherous navob • Naxir. who* forgetting year* ^ confidence 
and favour^ had ioformed him that his thafier -pofieiiibd hoards of 
treafure and j^weht .thtypgh pretended inabi|Aty to fatisfy the 
troops. . ’ • ' 


. The degraded and wretched > fituadon of the^ once auguft fa¬ 
mily of Tjtntir> will appear^ more. the* tranllation of a 

journal of. the mQnftrous traofa^hOlu ci, ibe unleeling. Oholaum 
Kaudir* fsxttfi the dethronement,of ShawlAnlum* to ^the flight 
from the city of that cruel tzaitor. 


, JouRifAt* JeiY ftfith. , 

' i 

• ^ 

About feven in the mcR-ning* hdeetsea Jfinaeel Beg with his of¬ 
ficers and Meerza MuttuUub Khan, 'repaired to Gholaum Kaudir* 
who was feated in the hall of private audience ^ aod*, dfier ibme 
converfation, fi:nt repeated demands of money fi|^ die emperor* * 
chroogh the uavob Nazir. Meerza Muttu|b^' ob&rved* that had 
his'nis^fy pofi^ed fuch a confiderahjb^ ifitln* Bis affairs would 
not have ihlhn iigo fuch SMctmiuQr, JJ# was commanded to be ’ 
Glent by Gholadm Kaudir» who, at k^th fent two attendants to 
brii^ Bedar BukJbt* fi>n of the emperor Ahmed Shaw. This prince 
being conduced into the oratory, was ieated op the tlirone, and 
the cuftomary falutations of ro^ty made to Kim by the chiefs, 
Sholaum Kaudir then difpatol^,.flhaw A\ib»rn, * with nineteen 

. “ princes, 

• Tlv Nazir is tf.« fuperiotendsnt of the private apartments, always a eunuch. 
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priiiceSt'^ his fonts and grandfons, und«!r a guard to the' apaitmcnt 
called Noor MahaL After this a dHpute arofc betW«fcn Gholaum 
Kaudir and Ifniaeel Begi- concerning the iatter’s renasaiiing in the 


palace j aftd Uiyiae^ &eg>'a€ length di^tuted in wiiath to hh camp. 






A * 

Bc<kt Shaw^ • received tbe*^ 'cenAfthm^t 


ts laf* the ofiicers, and 
otdored foveral of ^thb de^l^ em|^na^t< ibiNiaats into cc^ne> 
ment. Solejrnaaan Shtlhkott^Mi^ hil^hjt t ihei* camp» and 
imprifoned with his father^ Who vfan^^s iMy denned even water 
by "Cholaum 'Kaiydir. Thh miniideail the general mofque re¬ 
queued to ■ ‘know in' die ndme emporW 'the ‘ ptrayers 

were fo he* t«ad j and tjws*' 'a^Twered* In the^, name of 

** God and his prophet.^* '* ‘Hih this day' font for the aged prin- 
cedes, *Mallekeh l^ummaneh aiS Sahebeh- 'Mhai, horn their 
houfe in the city^ On ‘their arrival in the palace, be paid his 
‘ refpefts, and told them thp 'private . apartments of the - haram 
Ihould Ije .under their'dire^on. • They ap|]^oved of his conduit, 
bu^ warned hun not< to ait in fuch a manner as to draw 
. the foorn of mankind. He , replied, ch^« under the royd auf- 
pices, the 'empire would be properly - rcgulatedi . The ladies of 
Shaw Aulum’s ik^y represented,' that lor bvo days they had 
bceii without food. He ordered diein viduals. , ' 


t. 




This 




. * Thefe Mies were tM widpM tff Mftbuiimttd SiuW|\aild tbe fitrtnfr was 
daught^ to *ihc emperor Ferokhfere* WJieii A^rfallcc mvaded 

Hindoci|ft|a)'th«y acepo^panjed him on his HKum to his own terrltoriesy and rtr 
fided in his cenirt tKI hi^ death; when tMylcaoie back ^ ahd wfere'^al- 

lowed byShawAuiom tpTdide out of the^aiaoe i|ithei.%« It isitipiurfed^ the^ 
poiTtflvd ^leat wealthy a)) Imtii ISfadirShm and Ahttued iShaw AbdaU^ in theur 
mvaiions oaid afld Jefi.tii^r property uoinoldfleil> but 4 now fell 

into the nands of QhMaom Kaudir* It la they prompted hun to depoie 
Shdw jAdluiOi by an pflTer of ten l^Ipeea^ to ^a<ie on the throne Bedaoif 

Shaw, the grandfbn of their hulband, by a public dincer* If this report is truei> 
their misfortunas ore left pitiable, as Shaw Attlam bad always treated them with 
auention and refpeft during his wl|ole reign. 
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This dsy. the friqceit Mafiekeh Zumoiaoeb. aiUited by tlie 
navob fefrcThi^ ^ apf^rbnents of fourteen.i;>f S^w Aulum’s 

women, and <^dci»d jd) mcMiey and to c^lle<^ed in 

the oratory;. wshk^J. tHqr ddivcrcd them to Gholauirfc Kaudir 
Khan. The effa^, of Mcerza Akbcr Shaw were confifeated. 
Bcdar Shaw cortfm:ed the wnk of jimeer al .fwnra dn Ghokum 
Kaudh Khan. InibrmaCkm' wa$ that Meerza Mmdoo 

had privately. dOhvfyed ddtot qi\ braad and ^Sbme wat^r 

to Shaw Aulum. The' htercilc^ Rfl^ilGta oideitd the Ijenevolent 
• prince to be beaten t^fkh ciub^a Iwt thj attendants ^uied dbea 
dience. Malldceh Ziuqipadel) to Shaw Aulgm, deli^ng 
him to giye up hif^hwied to6fw»«»w.and,he'.flhould be rein- 
ilated on his throne.. He rcjdied, he was weary of fuch em-‘ 
pire. Agga Sundal comphuned to B^dar Sbaw< of dhe dUireded 
fitaation cf the depo^ ^vemiga ^itmBung with 

hunger. .The Shaw gave him gve,jmpo«^^ obforv- 

cd. the *fum was inll|il^ient ;for fuch a* number,^ even for a 
meal. Bedar aBUnpd him,he had no mwe mioney in his pof- 
feflion. - 


Tg-day, a* qBsCrrcl* occurred between Bedar Shaw ^d the 
Begum’s Mallekeh Zh^Mp^neh and Std^)th INdbal, who'threat* 
en^ to leave the palace; o];^erving, that they had feen four 
•reigns, and been iodependant pf all; had- come Btva th^ 
houfes to ferve^bis kmily, but. would return, ^nd commit him 
\vholly to the pleafore' of Ohokttm'^Kaip^\<?T^ ^tenced the 
Shaw. Berkr thk da!y*'fent"to and Akber 

Sha^» a^prW |h^ h<? could re¬ 

lieve them, wt uWt dipy mmfo ^ tecondled to the decrees of 
.providence, and cohBdi^, that their father had reigned .thirty 
years, while his foffisrea die didrefi %ey now complaiijcd of. 
pholaum Kaudir IChapj hUiYfog i^ppsuw % whips, obliged the 

* * fultan 
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July aiSth* 


July 29th. 


28» 


July goth. 


July 31ft. 


Auguft ift, 
1788., 
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fultka W take one in Hs ttandi accofeipafty «toi t6 extort 
a ^eonft^a of his tnrtiMes from’ Shaw Auluim 

^ - i i * » ' f 


ThSuf day»^i^ xparttc^nts of ShawaWce Begum'We^c 'fearchf- 
cd, a!ASi a <;afket 5 f jeistofe,'Yopje ftrifitgs of'jwarl* and gold and^ 
fihrer pktel ’ benae: ‘ touiliS. ^ (Jelivered ^ td Ghbiaum Kaudir i 



royal frablesr 
I** Iq * the ^oot cY a 


who alfo ihia^ ' nihe*^ hh^ 

•^hirW thohlawl niipete wcto, fSn&Wl* ™ 

room* ''rte I^ciIbS_ _ 

rmm> and edo^tumde^ l3e'‘ '0^ck iWnb of Bedar 

SiucKr; with* the fbtlb^ug ‘ . 


• «c 


Jt' 


<* ithi frippo^«of ^ t^'e religion m |^hummud» Bedar 
" Shaw, ^ ^ throt^hout the' 


v> 


To-day, ^five rupees, a h^, and a <;ar|Net, were fent by 
Gholaum Baudxr to the hntortttnate Shaw Aulunr. Several la¬ 


dies of the hamm up ^ 

force 'a difcovcry of th^^efrei^l %nd 'the jsal^' 
cries, hmentatioh^.' Except tlhe garments'they 
thing waa ieh^ed. 


beaten with whips, to 

» Oi ^ ^ V «* - 


«w ^ ^ A 

KaOdir ^eed fo^ g^ ^Ulnaefi Beg frye^ l^cks of 
pecs from the plun^ of ^ p^cp. ,,jS^era]^of^the ponfined 
i^es were infrilted by bloyni; ^ fr^Ven h^ets and corn- 
;^h«^ htipehbned to Wprt' ma^jSvm them. 


em- 


The i»tob die^eujf^ repi^nted to ih< 

peror, ,thal they hlld W fjyjere adhSjovefy 

fr^ fome of the ladiM* ^j^mm.of a quantity of gold 

awd'iBVef plate, with ie^de jew«^ He ordered them to be font 
to Ohdlaum Kaudir. ^ Meerza^ fiittdidoos an ancient prince, 

- j 


to 


SHAW AULUM THE SECOND. 


289 


to Shaw Aulum* was feized by the Rohilla, and a demand 
made of a lack of rupees. Pleading inability, he was delivered 
to the peons to be flogged. To-day, Gholautn Kaudir went to 
Shaw Aulum,'and threatened him. The unhappy prince re¬ 
plied, What I had, you have taken; but, if you think I 
«* conceal fome treafures within me, rip up my bowels, and 
« be convinced.” The traitor then aflured him, if he would 
difeover his hoards, he Ihoujd reafeend his throne. Sliaw 
Aulum anfwered, ” I have no ambition left; may God pro- 
" tedl you, who have laul me afide: I am content with *13^ 
fate.” The Rohilla then proceeded to the apartments of the 
brothers of Shaw AulurJlJ and' threatened them with puniih- 
ment. Four trunks of wearing apparel, a few trifling jewels, 
and a filver bedftead only, were found in them on the flridcft 
fearch. The navob Nazir repents, now too late, of his con- 
duift; and will have more caufe every day. Ifinaeel Beg is 
treating with Sindia, who has promifed to give him a jaghire 
and command in his army. *• 

To-day, perfons’ were fent to dig up the floors of the apart¬ 
ments of Meerza Byddoo. Some jewels, plate, and wearing ap- 
.parel, were found. The prince and his family were ordered 
to be kept without food; but at the eameft intcrceflion of 
Meerza lifinga, uncle to Bedar Shaw, it was allowed them. 
Gholaum Kaudir to-day roughly demanded from the emperor the 
whole fum he had promifed for his throne. Bedar Shaw faid. 
He had given every thing as yet difeovered, and defired the 
“ jewels might be valued.” The Rohilla replied, “ Jewels 
• « were to him of,no value; Iw muft have money, or plate 
“ to coin.” A meflage commg from the princefs Mallckeh 
^mmaneh, that Ihe Wifhed to fee him, he would not go, but 
abufed her to the eunuchs who brought the compliment. Bedar 
Shaw entreated him to be pacified, and every ej^ertion fhould 
VoL. II. • O o 
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be uTed.to procure money. The fultan would have embraced 
him, hut the wretch drew back, and retired , in dilpleafure j 
after which he fent a hmd of Afghauns to ^ard the royal 
perfon and extort money; .They threatened to puli Bedar Shaw 
from his throne, and corredl: him with blows i upon which he 
exclaimed, ** If this is empire, the fcanty meal I enjoyed when 
** among the confined princes, was fweet indeed.” The Af¬ 
ghauns ordered him to be filegt, laying, ** They had ruinec 
'** Shaw Aulum in an ipftant, and what was he better than 
> him.” Guards were alfo placed over the Begums Mallekeh 
Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal^ and Gholaium Kaudir informed 
them, ** that as the** world wofild iWW at any rate call him 
' ** traitor, he was relblved to Icize the whole property of the 
” royal family.” The navob Nazir trembles for his fafety, and 
has difeharged his attendants. Seven lacks of rupees are de< 
xnanded from him. 


Auguft 3d. 


t t 


^uguft 4t1i» 


* 


To*day, Gholaum Kaudir Khan * feated himfelf in the pre¬ 
fence of Bedar Shaw, and fmoaked his hookah before him ^ 
llretching out his feet on the royal mufhud, at the fame time 
infulting him by abufive language. . ^ 

Bedar Shaw fent a note by the Nazir to Gholaum Kaudirj 
requefti^g him to have the jewels yalijed, but he refufedi de¬ 
manding fix lacks in money, and would not fufier the Nazir tc 
return. The emperor fending him two garlands of flowers, he 
threw them on the ground in dilrefpe<ft. The Begums Mal- 
lekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mlial have difeharged thek 
houfeholds.^ Ruttun ^m advifin^ Bedar SJiaw to lend a khe- 
laut to the navob vizier, he laid, “ I have none but this old 
garment on my body.” , •• 

Gholaum 


* The highell difrepe£t he could be gmlty of to the fovg'eign. 
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Ghokutti Kaudir Khan to-day forced the doors of the royal Auguft s* 
baths; and finding two filver chairs, fent them to the mint. The 
apartments and cffedts of Meerza Akber Shaw were rankcked. 

Thirty two elephants and one hundred horfes fi-ora the roy^ 
ftables were fent to the Rohilla camp. A rcqueft of Sluw 
Aulum for fome foot cloths was complied with. 

The thrones and odier feats belonging to' Shaw Aulum, otr Auguft 6th 
namented with gold or filver, were broken to pieces, and the 
plate fent to the mint. Oholaum Kaudir feized the clothes 4nd 
ornaments of fifiy or fix^ clanging gitk Iwlonging to the pakce. 

On their complaining 6F his oppreffion, he commanded them 
to fing and dance, and being pleafed with their peifbrmance, * 
gave them back their clothes, but kept their jewels, and turned ‘ 
them out of the citadd. After thisi he Went to the apartments 
of the prince Meerza Baber,'which were ranfacked; and fent a 
woman to fearch the haram. When every thing was feized, 
the prince and ftie ladies were ordered to be pur with the reft 
of the royal fkmily in confinement. The dwelling of Meerza 
Khoord; brother to Shaw Aulum, was next plundered. The 
chief woman fcrvaqt of Kirrammut al Nifia Begum was ieized, 
and feferely beaten, to make her difeover the efiefts of her 
miftrefsi but flie would not confefi, and was put into prifon. 

The floors of the Begum’s apartments were then dug up, and 
Ibme gold ornaments found. Gholaum Kaudir to-day' threatened 
Bc-dar Shiaw with puniflment, if he would not fpcedily fup- 
ply him with money, as the troops were becoming clamorous 
for pay. He then went to Shaw Aulum, and demanded a dif- 
covery of the money he had faved firom the revenues of Ben¬ 
gal and Aleabad. The Shaw replied, ** that what was in 
** the pakce was fekedj he had no more; and'begged to he 
'* put to death, that he might be fi’eed from mifery." The 
Rohilla replied, he would not hurt him, but force a con- 
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** feflion from his fons Mfterza .Akber and Soleymaun Shekkoh.” 
Upon which Shaw Aulum ikid. 1 am in your hands* bui 
** injure not my children.” Gholaum Kaudir threatened th« 
princes, who declared they knew nothing of their father’s trea- 
fury i but informed him, that there was a Cafhmirian womar 
in the fervicc of Koottubee Begum, who, if money was con¬ 
cealed, was informed of it. Upon this' the woman was fent foi 
and queflioned, but confeiled nothing; when fhe was confined 
for further examination. Bcdar 'Shaw to-day gave Gholaun 
Kaudir a pair of gold bracelets and twenty five thoufand rupeeS; 
which had been difbe^ered, wkh whkh he was well plealed; 
and fent to the Shaw five trays of apparel from the wardrobe, 
and five filvcr plates. ‘ Bedar Shaw defired he would carr) 
him to the general mofque to pay his devotions; but the Ro- 
hilla told him not to be in ha^, and he fhould go at a con¬ 
venient time in proper ftate. The diflention with Ifmaeel Beg 
encreafes daily, and that chief is treating widi the Mharatias; 
but, till their arrival, waits to get what be can from the plun- 
. der of the palacS. The furniture of . the royal elephants wa; 
fei2ed to-day. 

- e 

e •* 

^uguft 7th. Bedar Shaw fent a meflage to Gholaum Kaudir, ** Siat he 

** had, to gratify him, though unbecoming his dignity as a 
“ prince', affifted in rifling the palace, ahd furrendered the trea- 
** fure difeovered. Nothing more was left, but he was readj 
** to accompany him to the field,, and acquire wealth'for hiii 
** with the fword.” Gholaum Kau<fir vifited Shaw Aulum, an<j 
told him, ** he was forry for his trealdns, but would mak< 
** amends by feating hiis fon Meerza Akbdr on the throne.” 
Shaw Aulum replied, ** he’might & 6 t as he pleafed; but as foi 
** himfelf, he was weary of fuch degraded empire, and only 
wifheu to be retired, and employ himfelf ’in devotion.” Bedax 
Shaw was fe»erely threatened this day wiA corretSion, if he did 

nol 
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not procure more money; upon which he replied, “ that he had 
given all in liis power, and ihould be happy to be releafed 
“ from fuch /nock royaltyl’' 

I 

Bedar Shaw was again threatened with corre«flion and coniine- Auguft Sth 
m«it, irt cafe he did not produce more money or jewels; and 
again replied, ** that Gholaum Kaudir might aifr as he pleafed." 

In the apartments of Mubaric Mhal, upwards of an hun- Auguft 9th 
. dred women were fearched/ and afterwards imprifoned. Mallekeh* 
Zumniaueh was this day violently indifpofed. Bedar Sluw de¬ 
clared to Gholaum Kaumr, that there were no more valu- 
** ables left in the palace; but if he chofe, he would attend ' 

“ him to colleift money from the rajas and zemindars.” The 
Rohilla onfwered, ** that if money was not brought him on 
** the morrow, the Shaw muft take the confequcncc.” Twenty 
chefts of lace and tiftues were this day burned hf Gholaum 
Kaudir, to extr»ft the filver. Bedar Shaw re^uefted an in- . 
terview, but was rudely refufed in the evening. A meeting 
took place between Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg Khan. 

The navob Nazir was threatened with flagellation if he did not 
'product money. 

Gholaum Kaudir, attended by five Rohillas, went to Shaw Aulum Aug. loth. 
and demanded a difeovery of his hidden'treai'ure. The unfortunate 
Shaw replied, ” I have none; take what you can find in the fort.” 

The villain then ordered his attendants to lift up the princes Meerza 
Sole3rmaun, Akber Shaw and others, and daih them on the 
ground; which thfey did. ihaw Aulum in the agony of his 
grief exclaimed, “ Traitor, forbear .fuch cruelty on my cliildrcn 
** in my fight.” Upon this, Gholaum Kaudir made the Ro¬ 
hillas caft him on the ground; after which they fat upon his 
breaft, and ftabbed out his eyes wiA .a dagger. He then gave 

orders 
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Aug. loth. 

f 


Aug, xitb« 

• • 


^ug. 12th. 


Aug. 13 th. 


orders for the like cruelty to be inflidted on the princes, bat 
was prevented by the entreaties of an officer, named Seetuldafs. 
The palace refounded with lanientations among. the ladies of 
the haram. They were commanded to be filent, on pain of 
chaAifement. In the afternoon, Bedar Shaw was carried into 
the city, attended by the Rohilla; but the latter, iiifpefting 
treachery from Ifmaeel Beg, returned fuddenly with the Shaw 
tp the palace. The inhabitants defert the city id crowds. The 
bankers’ and jewellers’ ihops have been fliut up many days. 

Two furgeons were fent to .jyttend Sha:w Aulum, who lies 
in great agony of pain. Some money’and effedts were fent by 
Gholaum Kaudir to Xftidieel Beg, who is much diiTatisfted. A 
meeting afterwards took place between them, and they viftted 
Bedar Shaw in comj^y. 

Shaw Aulum petitioned for fome 'relief, as his family had 
' been three dajfs without ptovilions. Gholaum Kaudir ordered 
•twenty eight rupees per day to be diftributed for their fup- 
port. ' 

Gholaum Kaudir Khan .ordered an efcort to condi^, the 
plunder of the palace to Ghofcghur, The cooking utenfils of 
the royal kitchens were feized this day.* 

-•r . * 1 i 

‘ » ' 

The emperor Bedar Shaw delired the navob Nazir‘to pre¬ 
pare a mofque in the palace for his devotions; but was in¬ 
formed, that the carpeting, &c. had hecq^ feized. Upon his 
importunity, however, feme fort of preparation was made; and 
Bedar heard, for the firft time, the prayer read in his own 
name as emperor. Twfo infrtnt fons of the prince Soleymauh 
Shekkoh to-day' died for want of food. Shaw Aulum diftnifled 

• - his 


* About two pounds twelve fliHHngs. 
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his phyficians, and declined nouriihment, Vaying, “ it was more 
** preferable to die, than live, and behold his family perilhing * 

** around him.*’ Bc^r ordered the children to be buried in 
the Mhal. He laid, ** that Shaw Aulum complained unjuftly, 

and fliould be refigned to the decrees of providence.” Gho- 
laum Kaudir paid his devotions at the tomb of Nizam ad Dicn, 
where he was met by Ifmaeel Beg, and mutual oaths of re¬ 
conciliation paiTed between them. 

The ladies from feveraJ. apartments of the haram were turocci Aug. i4tlj 
out into * Sulleemghur, and Bedar Shaw was commanded by Gho- 
laum Kaudir to dig up thPflooii’in fearch of treafure. Parties of 
Mharatta horfe to-day appeared clofe to the city. Shaw Aulum- 

is in great agony, what he eats voiding by the nofe. 

• - 

The Rohillas mutuued, and Gholaum Kaudir was obliged Aug. isth. 
to remain clofe in the citadel. Meerza Ifmaeel Beg confined 
feveral inhabitants of the city to extort money from them. 

Bedar Shaw ^efired Gholaum Kaudir to think of preparmg Aug.*i6th. 
to refill the I^^harattas,. who were now plundering round the 
city, ^nd* carrying off the cattle and grain. Many angiy mef- 
lages pafied between Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel, Beg, con¬ 
cerning the divifion of.plunder. At length, the formpr went 
to vifjt the latter in the cvenbg to try an accommodation. 

Two diamonds, which had been given from the plunder of 

4 Shaw 

f . 

» Sullecmphur, or Selimghur, is part of iht old palace creded by the em¬ 
peror Jehauogeer, whofc* name was atfo Satleem, or Selitn. Since the comple- 
tion of the new palace by Shaw Jdaua^'Snlleea^hur has been ufed,asa^fon 
for the princes of the royal family* It large* feveral courts, and gardens 
For their r\;creation. Till the reigning emperor became himfclf in want, they 
were allowed every convenience of life, but liberty; and as they were mo/lly 
3orn and bred up in confinement, perhaps did not much feel Ihe want of it. 
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Shaw Aulum to Bcdar* Shaw, were this day taken from him by 
* the RohiUa. 

* • 

Aug. 17th. To«day, Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg" vifitcd Bedar 
Shaw, Md demanded money, that they might pay the troops, 
and attend him to the field. The, Shaw replied, “ that he had 
“ none; but would confign over to them the navob Nazir, 
“ from whom they might extort ij.” A convoy of baggage, ficc. 
from Ghofcghur was intercepted by the Mharattas, and many 
Rahillas cut to pieces. Numbers were drowned in the Jumna 
in trying to efcape fiom the enemy by fording it. The Mha¬ 
rattas appeared on the bank of Sle Jdnina oppolite the citadel. 
•Bedar Shaw defired Gholaum Kaudir to. march, offering to ac¬ 
company him. 


Aug. 18th. The Mharattas continued their approaches, all fupplies were 
flopped from the city, and the (hops (hut up. Part of the Ro- 
hilla army erdfled the river, unoppofed by the enemy. Gho¬ 
laum Kaudir went into the apartments of the^ confined princes, 
* and ordered die property of Khier al Nifla Begum, filler of 
Shaw Aulum, to be feized. Her money, ornatpents, and even 
the garments fhe had on, were taken. Several printes*were 
brought before him, whom he addreffed, faying, “You afpired 
“ to empire, give me your treafures for it. In reply, they 
wept, and faid, “ You have taken all we had j there is nothing 
“ remaining but our lives.” He then caufed them to be beaten 
with whips, and fent them back to confinement.. A demand 
was made on the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh 
Mhal for five lacks of rupees. • 


Aug, I9th< 


» '* 

The cffedls of the two Begums above-mentioned were this 

4 

day feized, guards placed on their faoufes, and their attendants 
fent prifbncrs to the citadel. A letter was prefented from Shaw 

Aulum 
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Aulum rcquefting relief, as he and his family were perifliing 
with hunger. Gholaum Kaudir threw the letter on the ground, 
and exclaimed, I came not here of my own will; but, as 
‘‘I flept in a garden at Secundra, fuddenly an apparition 
ftruck me on the fece, faying, March ipeedily to Dhely, dc« 
pofe the emperor, and feize the country.” Meerza Meendo, 
uncle of Shaw Aulum, was to-day lb feverely flogged by or¬ 
ders of the Rohilla, as to faiftt away, and at length difeovered 
a chamber, under the floor of which were fecreted Ibme large 
chefts, two of which were filled with gold coin, and ofhefs 
with rich cloths. ‘ The^ontepCs of this hoard were unknown to 
Shaw Aulum, and had been depofited there by Shaw Begum 
in the lafl: reign. 


A guard was placed over the navob Nazir, and his efFefta lisized. Aug. aotli 
He was alfo commanded to difeover the hidden treafures of Shaw 
Aulum, on pain of punilhment. Bedar Shaw fent a requeft to 
Gholaum Kaudir for the rekafe of Meerza Buddoo; but the 
meflenger returned, without delivering *t, the navob being in a. 
vir^ent rage, which made him fearful of going into his pre- 
fence.. .About’ nintf at night, the Shaw ventured to ' lend again, 
bcggiiig that he would, for pity’s fake, allow fome vidluals for 
the womepj upon which he lent a fmail quantity of oil and 
, flour. Many ladies of the haram were learched to-day, and 
Rohiila. foldiers placed at their apartments. Gholaum Kaudir 
came into the oratory, and had much converfation with the 
emperor and the Begums Malkkeh 2 ummaneh and Sahebeh 
Mhal; when it was agreed, that the ladies belonging to Bedar 
Shaw Ihould be removed from the haram, and a ftrid: fearch 
• trealure in every room. Shaw Aulum was fent 

for, and ordered to dilebver his hoards. He replied, thai he 
** knew of none, and begged for companion on his miferics, 

VoL, Ii: . Pp * “and 
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" and his family dying with hunger." The Rohilla told him, 
“ he Ihould yet have more calamities to fufFer/' 

r 

Aug. 21ft. To-day, Gholaum Kaudir ordered Mallekeh Zummaneh and 
Sahebeh h^al from their chambers into the apartments of Ak* 
bcr Shaw,, and alfo the Begum of Bedar Shaw, Upon this 
Bedar Shaw went to him to complain of his infulted honour; 
when the Rohilla turning him baCk, told him to go and keep 
them company; when be retired to them accordingly. Four 
ladies died of grief and hunger this day. Their h^ies were 
thrown into the open court, whilje Gholaum Kaudir was fur- 
yeying the labourers, who, by his orders, were bufied in dig¬ 
ging up the floors of the haraqi. ' He to-day commanded fome 
of the princes to ling for him, and one of his attendants en¬ 
treating him not to be fo difrefpedtful, he exclaimed, “ If they 
" cannot King, what elfe are they fit for? They arc the ofF- 
“ Ijsring of fingers. Had they been princes, would they have 
“ tamely fuflered me to aft as I have done?” 

*^8 * ' 

Aug. 22d. Bedar Shaw came to Gholaum Kaudir, and requefted him, 
from regard to God and the prophet, to allow rfome prpvifion 
for his women and children; when the Rohilla frowned fternly 
upon him, and uttered much abufive language. The ^haw with 
the Begums are now confined in the oftagon turret, furrounded 
only by fkreens. Gholaum Kaudir fent for 'Akber Shaw and 
other princes to fing and play before him, which they dared 
not refufe. After the performance, he exprefled his approba¬ 
tion, and faid, “ Shaw Aulum and his family Ihould no longer 
“ be dillrefled for necefl’aries and food.” 

Aug. 23d. The houfc of the navob Nazir was fearched, but nothing 
of much value difeovered. The Rohilla chiefs grow clamorous 
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for money. Gjiol^Uim Kaudir pretends he has none* and u 
dividing among them the edfeds of the palace. 

• 

. A daughter, of the prince Meerza Toghrul died of hunger, Aug. a+ih 
and' was buried in her chamber.. Meerza Ifmaeel Beg fent to 
enquire of Gholaum Kaudir if he meant to march, as the ene¬ 
my were now furrounding him. Gholaum Kaudir excufed him- 
felf for his behaviour to thenavob Nazir, by declaring, tllat he 
had feized his property, only left it Ihould be fiftpeded that he 
was his advifer in the •plunder of Mallekeh Zummaneh* aftd 
Sahebeh MhaJ. Parties of t^P Mharattas appeared to-day clofe 
to the old citadel, and carried off fome horfes and bullocks. 

Munhiar Sing, who commanded the palace guard, having al¬ 
lowed fome provilions to pafs to Shaw Aulum and the other 
confined princes, was rebuked feverely by Gholaum Kaudir. 

Meerza Ifmaeel Beg threatened Gholaum Kaudir, that if he Aug. 251(1 
would not deliver up his fliare of the plunder, *he would leave 
him; and the Mogul cliiefs alfo declared, if he remained longer 
in the citadel, they would quit his fervice. Gholaum Kaudir 
made no apfwer. .* Mlllekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal fent 
a petition that they might not be left to perifti with hunger, 
but rather, be relievfd from their miferies by immediate death. 

Bedar Shaw threatenefl to put on a ‘religious habit t but was 
told by the Rohilla, that he muft prepare to march. He re. 
plied, that he would not move. 

# 

Bedar Shaw i;'^uefted of Gholanm Kaudir to dethrone him, Aug. 26tli 
as he was weary of a dignity which .did not afford him and 
his family the moft common nccclTaries of life. Gholaum 

P p 2 Kaudir 

* In Hindooflan, for a perfon under the prote<^on of another to aflume 
the habit of a fakecr, or religious, is reckoned difgraccful to the party promiiing 
grotedion} and believed to bring^ down the curfes of heaven upon him» 
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Kaudir feized all the horfes of the royal ftabli6s« and diAributed 
them among his followers, leaving only fifteen, of little value# 
for the Shaw’s ufe. Six ladies of the haram died of hunger, 
and their bodies were thrown over the walls of the citadel, pn 
the fands of the Jotfina. On its^ being reported* that many 
others were in a dying ftatc, from the fame caufe, Gholaum 
Kaudir fent a fmall Aipply for the women of Bedar Shaw* but 
topic no notice of the reft. • 


Aug: 27th, pour ladies • of Shaw Aulum's haram, weary of life, threw 

thcmfelves from a window into the river, and wjpre drowned. 
Their bodies were Aripped by fwne foldiers, one of whom was 
wounded in a fcuffle for the divifion of the garments. The 
unfortunate Shaw Attlum, almoA famifhed* fent a fmaU filver 
bow ring, by a foldier who pitied his condition, into the market 
for fale. It produced only * feven pice, with which fome coarfe 
bread was purchafed for Ills meal. A cbnhderable fum of 
money, many valuable jewels and rich effedls, were found in 
the houfe of Sahebeh Mhal, and feized by Gholaum Kaudir. 

It . ^ r- 

c 

ftug. 28th, Some provifions and apparel were allowed, to* Shaw Aulum 
and his Aunily. Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhai en¬ 
treated, but in vain, to be allowed to retire to their houfes in 

• « 

the city. Gholaum Kaudir refufed to vilii Bedar Shaw, though 
repeatedly fent for. The navob Nazir was releafed from his 
confinement. The Ihops in the city are fliut up, owing to 
the riotous behaviour of tlie Rohillas Jfrom the deamefs of grain, 
the Mharattas preventing all fuppUcs fiom the country. 


Aug. 29tha 


Gholaum Kaudir, in a frolic of intoxication, fent for Akber 

Shavy and fcvcral other princes, fons of Shaw Aulum, to the 

lion bafrion, where he entertained them with a feafl and dan- 

* » 


* About fixpence. 
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cing. After fome time, laying his head on the knees of Akber 
Shaw, he , llept for hours. On awaking, he wept, fay¬ 
ing, he had been guilty of great crimes, and* repented of 
“ his behaviour} that he would reftore all the property he 
“ had taken, but could not replace the eyts of Shaw Aulum.” 
Akber Shaw, after fome conlideration, obferved, that “ the pro- 
** vidence which had given eyes to his fatlier, had ahb taken 
*f them away} and the inftrument of heaven wa 3 not to blame.” 
They fat at the entertainment until funrife. 


Bedar Shaw went to vilit Gholaum Kludir, who would not Aug. 30th 
fee him, and ordered nim to retire to his apartments. The 
women of the haram are in the greateft diftrefs for want of 
vidiuals. 


Bedar Shaw, by meffage, entreated Gholaum Kaudir to order Aug. 3if 
fome relief to the confined princes and ladies of the haram; • 
but was anfwered with angry refulals. Gholauhi Kaudir, in 
pafling by the Mh^, was accofted with loud complaints from 
the unfortunate women, who begged him to allow them food, 

,or let them .leave -the citadel} but he paffed on, laying, “ that 
" in. four days more he would relieve them.” He went tt) 
the emperor’s bedchamber, and finding a feymetar on the bed, 

.took it away} at the fame time commanding the guards not to 
let Bedar Shaw come to him on any. account. 


The troops of Gholaum Kaudir are mutinous for their ar¬ 
rears. He has fpent this, day in trying to appeafe them, but 
in vain. They threaten to defert him. 


SepT. ifl, 
I7S8. 


Gholaum Kaudir went out to die tomb of Hoomaioon tu 
pacify the Rohillas. After much argument, one of the muti¬ 
neers, drawing his dagger, ruflied towards him, but was flop- 
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ped by his companions.. At length, the troops were Iktisfied 
with the alTurance of, receiving two mqpths pay iianjediately, 
and Gholaum Kaudir returned to the palace. ! 

News arrived that the zemindars in ‘Sarungpore were in' 
arms j on which account Gholaum Kaudir has refolded to 
march to Ghofeghur, leaving Ifmaecl Beg Khan in Dhely, to 
defend it agairtft the Mharattas, * 

' r Gholaum Kaudir is preparing for his march. A new quar-, 
rel has arifen between him and,.ffmaeel Beg Khan concerning 
the divifion of the plunder. ' ^ 

4 

Sept. 5th. Bedar Shaw requefted, by mclTage, that Gholaum Kahdir 
would permit barbers to be admitted to Shaw Auium ana his 
fons, who had not been Ihaved fince the day' of iiis deturone- 

• ment. It was allowed. , Gholaum Kaudir has been the whole 

• day drinking,-and, lillening to the finging girls. 

Sept.'Srh.' ^ the deceafed emperor Ahmed Shaw died* in the 

palace, and Gholaum Kaudir would not * pcEinit .the body to be 
carried out for interment, though Bedar Shaw entreated his' 
permiflion. The Rohilla has been tms day confulting with his 
officers, ^concerning his defence again!! the Mharatus. 

a 

Sept. 7 th. As Gholaum Kaudir was fitting under a tree this day, a 

black fnake fell upon him from one of the branches, but he 
received no injury. A quantity of gold and jewels was dif- 
covered in die ceiling of a chamber. Part tif the Rohilla army * 

crolTcd the river, on which the Mharattas retreated to fome 
diftance. 

Bedar 

« 

• The terrirory inherited by^Gliolaum .Kaudir from his father Zabtah Khan. 
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Bedar Shaw obferved to his attendants, that his was a Sept, iih., 
ftrange empire, for he could not even obtain neceffaries for his 
family.; that he read the koraun nightly, flept upon the bare 
ground, and prayed at midnight, in hopes that God in his 
mercy woiild have pity on his fituation. Gholaum Kaudir re¬ 
viewed his artillery, and is preparing to march. 

« 

Gholaum Kaudir continues his preparations to march. . 

* Gholaum Kaudir divided the royal tents among bis chief* Sept. lotli 

followers. • % ,••* 

« 

I'Jothing remarkable occurred till the fourteenth, when Gho¬ 
laum Kaudir, alarmed at information of Ifmaeel Beg’s being in 
treaty with Sindia to deliver him up to that chief, fuddenly 
left the palace, and fwam the Jumna on an elephant to join 
the part of his army encamped on the other fide. In a few 
days, however, he returned; and going to Shaw Aiilum, aHlired 
him, that though he might reign again if the Mharattas were . 
vidorious, he ihould nqt enjoy the prefence of his children, as 
^hey ihotdd be put *to death in cafe of his defeat. The favage 
Rohilla then obliged all the fons of the unfortunate emperor 
to embark in a boat, and crofs the river to his camp. Akber 
Shaw making fome refiftance, Gholaum Kaudir drew his fdymetar, 
and threatened to kill •*him if he did not embark, when the 
prince was obliged to comply. The plunder of the palace was 
alfo all canied off in boats. The day following, the Rohilla 
• returned to the citadel, and feverely beat Shaw Aulum with 
his own hands, threatening to murder all the princes. He then 
obliged the aged Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh 
Mhd to go to his camp, in defpite of their lamentations and 
entreaties. Then fetting fire to all the combuftible parts of the 
citadel, he evacuated it, with his followers, and repaired to his 
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camp. Upon His departure, a detacliment of Mharattas took 

poffeffion of the city and palace. Rana Khan, the chief, re- 
leafed Shaw Aul'um from his confinement, and ordered refrejlh- 
ments for the unfortunate emperor and the numerous perfons 
in the haram, who, for feyen days, had been able to procure 
no fuflenance, but dry grain and water. New coins were or¬ 
dered to. be ftriick. in the name of Shaw Aulum, who was 
again treated as empprOrj but hu wilhed to decline the throne 
in favour of Akber Shavv, whom he had* always intended for 
hif Ifucceflbr. 

V. * 

Gholaum Kaudir, a few day% after his departure from Dhely, 
difgufted at fome behaviour of Bedar Shaw, or hoping to ob¬ 
tain an accommodation with the Mharattas by regaining the 
favour of Shaw Aulum* dethroned his newly made fovereign, 
and acknowledged,' as emperor, Akber Shaw. Such was the 
- affeftion of Shaw Aulum to his fon, that on hearing of his 
exaltation, he wrote to Gholaum Kaudir and the treacherous 
navob Nazir, afiuring them of his pardon, for the injuries he 
had fuftained by their conduift, and thanking them for placing 
his ion on the throne. He entreated Rafia Khan, the Mha- 

fl i , 

ratta general, to acknowledge Akber Shaw; but that chief re- 
fufed, faying, “ He could not, while the prince was in fadl 
only a prifoner, in the hands, of Gholaum Kaudir Khan,” 

Rana Khan having fettled affairs at Dhely, and being re¬ 
inforced by navob Alee Bahadur with a confiderable force from 
Dekkan, croffed the Jumna, to oppofo Gholaum Kaudir Khan. 
That chief, finding it impoffible to ftand againft fo powerful 
an enemy, endeavoured to make his retreat into his own coun¬ 
try, but was intercepted. He took refuge in the town of Mhirta, 
and made propolals of fubmifhon; but tlie Mharattas would not 
accept themf and on the twenty firft of December, 1788, made a 

general 
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general « 4 ault on the place. Gbdbi^m KTaudir hun- 

felf a wh^ ia,y aJ^nfl: thej^ attacks; but feeing that he mufe 
in the en4 h« nehceip he ui the night mounted a fleet hprfe 
and made hits living his £>llowm to fhift £>r them- 

felves. He bw isot ro^e matijr miles^ when his horfe tum¬ 
bled, and Choiaiiiii Katujtr vrU ib htuifed by the he re> * 
ceived, that he eould not move. In tlih £taatioa he was found 
by ibme villagert« who took him priibner to the hfharatu camp. 
He had* prevmus to his flight, concealed tibe woii valuable * 
jewels acquired fiom^'^^ihe plunder of tHe palace, in his iadd|e^ 
and houfings. To whofe lot this prize fell, is not known, as 
the horfe was never founth Th^ oavob Nazir, and other chiefs 
who had remained in Mhitt^, were in the morning obliged to . 
furrender wifli the tr^ps at the' ^feretion of the enemy. Gho> 
laum ICaudir was at firft treated with difeln^ioo; but fbon piut 
into heavy irons, with his compatflon in treachety, the navob 
Nazir. Aktier Shaw ^ the other' fons'pf Shaw Aulnm, with 
the Begums Malfekeh ^tunmaneh and Safaelbeh Mhal, alfo the 
depofed Bedar Shaw, were felj)e<Stfu 0 y tinted by Rsana Khan, 
who fcnt them to Dbely, with a proper tfe&ort for their pro¬ 
tection. Bedar Shaw was remanded to impri](bnment. * 

The Mharattas pofleflisd themfelves of GbOfeghur, and the 
territones <*f Obplaum linddit Khan. They are now without 
a* rival in the of the dmpferoiv and lifcdy to VemaW^ 

fo, as long as their own ftate ihall remain feee from internal 
commotions, and the neutrality of'the ^ogUfih afal the navob 
vizier, with refpeCt to the imperial a^H, be ^bbferv^. 

While a. prince cf the houfe Timur Is efteemed as a 
ntce^ry paghant for flte veikxation of the people, we (hall 
continue to hear of an emperor of Hindooflanj but it is very 
improbable Uwtf «Mty fetum poflif^for of the |hrOne, brill ever 
Vot. IL Q^q * acquire 
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acquire the fo^aUefl' aadSpendance on the will of power 
which proteAs his pe^n^ whether Hindoo or Mahunpunedan. 
The rulers of the different provinces have, as yet, “been con¬ 
sented to acknowledge^^ a'* tM^ounal fubml^on 'jto an emperor, 
from, motiva of coAv$:Cuepce. Xt prevented the jealoufy of 
' their equals, and given £mAion to ^eir ufurpations with the 
people, who have yet regarded the Timur femily as the foun¬ 
tain of honours and employments; but, epccept over Dhely, a 
fmall traA around it, and during a few years in Korah and 
i^eabad, the emperors have had reft territorial authority, 
iince the reien of Mahummud Shaw. The Mharattas once 
attempted to fct up a fovcreiglt of dicit own at Dhely *; and, 
Ihould they not be. interrupted in their prefent career of vic¬ 
tory, may, in a few years, thrqw afide the ^mily of Timur, 
and declare the raja of Sittarra, or their pelhwa, emperor of 
Tlindooftan, or at leaft of the eXtedfive Ihare of it in their 
pojQfeirion. 


Since this concluiion, the wretch G'hdiaum Kaudir was 
punilhed by Sindia. His ears, nofe, almsf. and legs, were cut 
off; -and in this mutilated Hate he was fent to ShaWAulum', 
but died on the road to Dhely. • .Shaw Aulum has realTum- ■ 
•cd the throne, if fuch it may be called, and fubfiils on tlie 
• bounty of Sindia, who is employed in' reducing the Jeypore r 
country. 

1792. 

W 

By the lall advices, Sihdia had levied contributions h-om' 
the Jeypore, Odipore, and Jodcporc rajiis, and obliged them to 

cede 

« The of which attempt has been trd^ced in the defeat of the Bhaow, 

by the AbdaUee Shaw, ia the prece 4 ing pages. 
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cede lime parts of l^hcir cotmtry» and pay tribute for the refl. 
Shaw Aulum continues a mere peniioner on t|iis chief. The 
fucccflcs o/ thp.EngUith, Niaaun, and Mharattas a^inft Tippoo* 
Sultan, and the partiltiwi ^f hW* territories, promilc fomc con- 
.tinuance of peflSce to*|tindooftani where it is probable, how¬ 
ever,*” the fun of Timur has ftt fer ever. • , 


END OP Atj1WJNGZEBE**.SaCCESSORS 
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PART VI. 


, HISrORT OF BENGAL,' 

VrOM T8E ACOBSSIOtr OF 

ALIVERDEE KHAN MAHABUT JUNG. 




P R E F A C g. 


It was fuppclbd, that aa acoehnt of the affairs of Bencai,, 
with which we are fo nearly concerned, would be more agree- . 
able to the reader feparately detailed, as its conne4Aion mufl 
have been frequently broken off by the events in other pro¬ 
vinces, if inferted in the general hiftory of the empire. 

Bengal, fince the death of Mahummud Shaw^ like the other 
provinces, has been ‘nearly independant of the emperors j the 

feveral navobs remitting* only a trifling part of the revenues to 

* •• • 

court, and the Engliih government, fince the departure of Shaw 
Auluni in 1771^ from under our protection, has ceafed to pay 
any other acknowledgment of his Ibvereignty, than ufing his 
name on’the coin and in fbme of the orders of ad m i n iftration 
to native officers; if we except a few inconfiderable prefents 
offered him oi\ the^ great Mahummedan fefiivals. 

At the death of Aurungzebe, and for fome years prior to 
that event, Bengal was governed by Moorfhud Koollee Jaiiicr 

* KJian, 





CO 


PREFACE. 

Khao, of whom ik.ti account has been publitlied by Mr. Glad¬ 
win, and alfo of. fucceflbr ^ujah ad Dowlah. His Ton 

Serferauz ad Dowlah was' depofed by Mahabui Jung, Killed 
alfo AUverdee Khan, whofe lift begins the following pages. 

s „ 

This was compiled ' fedm a PeriSan manufcript. ,The tran- 
fadlions from his lafr ifinefr ‘ were tntnllatcd from the Perfian 
hiflory of Beng|l, as' literal^ iCs pofiiMe, of * Ghokum * Houf- 
fein Khan, a learned and re(pe<<table charadler, once of 
greater confrqucnoe, but now, if living;, a tnember of the na¬ 
tive court of judicature under the m6ft worthy navob Alee 
Ibrahim Khan; the cftablilhment of which by Mr. Hastings 

t, 

rellored jufrice and police to a great capita], in which they had 
long been ttqgledkid* ^ 


■ An EngKlh tranflatioD of this bat, 1 tindedknd, Ijceo pubSlhed in Calcutta, 
by Mulbpha, « Frebob fmi0u1inaua, which I Ihould have wUhed to have com¬ 
pand with my hvtn, hut have not been able to prochre it. . , 
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Oil intelligejice of Iiis approach, Moorfhud KooUee Khan 
having fummoned hi^ friends to a confultation, laid his fabre 
before them, agd. after inveighing againft the ufurpation and 
treachery of Mahabut Jung, declared his intentions of oppofing 
him, fliould they be firm in fupport and attachment j but otherwife, i 
to retire to (bme place of fecurity with his fiimily. The affem- 
bly unanimoufly affured him of their fidelity and readinefs to 
engage in war, and the chiefs of the army at his requeft re- . 
girt the fabre round his waift. , After thw, he moved from 

' Cuttac, and encamped in a •ftrong fituation, fuirounded by thirfc * 
woods and a riwer, fortifying hw. camp with nearly three hun¬ 
dred pieces of cannon, 

# 

r 

Mahabut Jung fpeedily arrived on the bank of the river, 
within a few miles of the enemy, and halted long, being inca¬ 
pable of diflodging him from his fecure polition.' In this fitu¬ 
ation his camp was but ill fupplied with provifions, the zemindars 
being attached to Moorfhud KooUee Khan,’and cutting off his 
convoys, lb that thc^ troops foon began to murmur. Mcer- 
za Baukir Khan, learning the diffafisfiuftion of the navob's 
anny, contrary, to- the? rcmonftrances of Moorfliud KooUee Khan, • 
at length imprudently moved fiom his camp and offered bat- 

* tie; which was gladly accepted by Mahabut Jung. The en¬ 
gagement was long and "bloody, but finally decided in .favour 

• of the latter. Moorfhud KooUee Khan, his fon in law, and chief 

dependants, made good their retreat . <0 Balaford, a, feaport town, 
from whence they embarked on board fhips, and arrived fafely 
at MalTulipatam, pn the coaft of Coromandel, where they were 
generoufly received by the fojedaur, Anwer ad Dien Khan. The 
raja of Ruttepore^ on the borders of OnlTa, hearing of their 
flight, with a magnanimous humanity detact>ed a force to Cut- 
tic, and brought off their families and treafure in fafety to his 
VoL. II. S f • rcfidcnce. 
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refidence, where he delivered theija to Baukir I^han, who was 
fent to receive them. * , ‘ 

k 

Mahabut Jung after his vidlory marched to CuttaCy and hav¬ 
ing arranged the affairs o£ the prpvince, entrufted the govern¬ 
ment to his nephew Sowlut Jung, one of, the fons of Hajec 
.Ahmud. He then returned to Moorfhudabad, and employed 
himfclf in reflating the concerns of Bengal, iti' which he con- 
fulted the eafe and fatisfadlidn of the public. To the women 
aiid dependants "of Ac late navob he granted liberal allowances, 
and allotted them lands and hp^fes -^f Dacca, * where they re¬ 
tired. Nuffeela Begum, filler to Alla ad Dowlah, having accepted 
the fuperintendance of the haram of Shawamut Jung, was treated 
with the higheft refpedli and the revenue of the ‘Khaufs Ta- 
look and all eftates bought by her grandfather, Jaffier Khan, 
left at her difpofaU A fon of her brother's, bom on the day 
of his death, whom fhc had adopted, was permitted to refidc 
with her, and treat^ with parental fondnefs by Mahabut Jung 
and his nephew. 

, r ■ .f, . . , 

• « 

" Sowlut Jung, in his.government oTCuttaC'did not a< 5 l with 
that prudence becoming his fituation. He vexed the' adherents 
of Moorfhud Koollee Kim, who had remained in the province 
under promife of not being molefled in their eftates; by fines 
and extortion, on pretence that they had fecreted inoney be- 
longbg to tlteir late chief; and, being mudi addi<fted to plea- 
fure, was guilty of exceffes in procuring women for his haram 
from the inhabitants. To thefe opprelfions ^hc added an impo¬ 
litic negleft of the troops ftationed with him by his uncle, in 
leffening their pay to gafrlfon allowance, which- gave great dif- 

guft, fo that numbers left his fervice. Their places he filled 
® with 


* A diftriA round Moorfhvidabad, of which Jaffier Khan had purcliafed the 
proprietary. 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 

* * i 

with natives of Cut^ who, for the tatisfa^Uon of living at 
home, accepted of a trifling iidary. Thefe men were fecretly 
attached to the late governor, whofe fon in law now refided 
on the bordera* of the province, in hopes of opportunity offer¬ 
ing to renew his attempts. The conduct of Sowlut Jung be¬ 
coming daily more oppreflive to the people, * they at length 
invited Moorlhud Koollee Khan to return > but he * was too fond 
of his prefent retirement to ha^rd his perfon, and rejeOled their 
offers. They then had recourfe to Baukir Khan, who gladly 
accepted their promifes of fupport ;• and meafures were fo fecrqjly, 
contrived, that ^Sowlut Jung was fuddenly taken prifonor in his 
palace in a general infuifeftioA* of the people, and delivered to 
Baukir Khah, who affumed the government of Cuttac. 

% _ 

Mahabut Jung, on intelligence of this event, loft no time 
in preparing to remedy the difafter. His brother Hajee Ah- 
mud, and the mother of Sowlut Jung, apprehenfivc for the 
fofety of their fon, would have prevailed upon* him to give 
up OrifTa to Baukir Khan on promi/e of allegiance, and at¬ 
tributed his fuccefs * to aids he had received from Nizam al 
Moolk, whom wpuld be impoli^ to difplcafo, as it might 
bring hpton him the force of Dekkan and lofs of Bengal i but 
he paid no attention to their advice. In a fliort .time his forces 
were ready i and, having left Shawamut Jung in the cpmmand 
of Moorftiudabad, he began his march at the head of twenty 
thoufautf liorfe and foot. As an encouragement to his chiefs, 
he had ordered them to make ctmfiderable additions to their 
corps, and promifcd a reward of a, lac of rupees to the perfon 
who fhould r^over*Sowlut Jung from captivity, and if he fhould 
be the commander of a corps, to give two months pay ad- 
‘ditionally to each man. 


S f 2 


Baukir 
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Baukir Khan, on* the approach of the navob, entrenched 
himfelf on the banks of the Mahanuddee; but having little 
hope of fucce& againH: fo powerful an enemy, fent off his bag¬ 
gage and family to Dekkan. Refolved that Sowlut Jung Ihould 
not furvive his. defeat, he placed him in a covered * rutt under 
the charge of two Moguls, who had orders to kill him, fhould 
the troops of Mahabut Jung purfue and come up with them. 
To make his death the furer, he privately ordered the efcort of 
horfe who guarded the carriage, pn the approach of an enemy, 
^to^thruft their fpears into dt> and (|eftroy both the vidlim and 
the executioners. Mahabut Jung attacked the entrenchments of 
Baukir Khan, who was defert’ed in tn inft^t ’ by his troops, 
.too much intimidated, to make refiftance; and the vidtors pur- 
fued fo clofely, that they fpeetWy overtook the efcort of Sowlut 
Jung, when numerous fpears were thrufl into the carriage, 
and one of the Moguls was kUled,. but Sowlut Jung efcaped 
unhuft, by the wounded man’s falling upon him. The other 
Mogul was nightly wounded, and made his efcape, while the 
purfuers were releafing their recovered prince. Maliabut Jung 
having returned thanks for his eafy vidory, and the fcfety of 
his nephew from fuch, imminent danger, ^ fent him, , with a 
confiiderable force for his protedhon, to his parents at; Moor- 
fhudabad, not thinking it , prudent to entruft him again witlt 
the government of Cuttac. The womep and faniily of, Sowlut 
Jung, who had been detained prifbners in a fortreis, were re^ 
leafed on news of the vidlory by the garrifon, and-efcorted 


fafely to him. The navob, having regulated the afiairs of the 
recovered province, gave the* deputation of it to an officer of 
experience, named M.ahummud Mafooin j an,d apprehending no 
new danger near, permitted moll of the troops to retire to their 
homes, while he, with only his principal chiefs and about five 
thoufand horfe, marched flowly towards his capital, enjoying 


* A carriage drawn by oxen. 
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the amufemcnt of hunting on the way/ but this calm was 
fuddenly ovcrcafl: by ftonris, which threatened his deftruftion, 
and the defolation of the provinces. 

Mahabut Jung was encamped near Midnapore, when intelli¬ 
gence arrived that Bofkar Pundit had been detached by Rago- 
jee Bhofelah, the Mharatta chief of Bcrar, at the head of forty 
thoufand horfe, to demand th$ *choute of Bengal, and was 
rapidly advancing towards him; but the navob, not expedling 
,that they would enter by OrilTa, was little a.larmSd at the re- • 
port, as be had Received advice of their intention to pafs through 
Bahar, and had intended on his return to the • capital to take 
meafures to refift them, ^for yvhich he fencied he fliould have 
ample time before they could reach that province. In this, 
however, he was miilaken, as an cxprefe fuddenly arrived that 
the enemy was within twenty cofe of his camp. Mahabut Jung 
upon this haftened his march to Burdwan, a confiderable town, 
irttending to place in it his heavy baggage, and engage the 
Mharattas. Shortly alter his arrival they appeared, and laid wafte 
the environs of the camp with fire and fword. Some ikirmiihes • 
took place vvith litfle lofs on either fide; the enemy, whofe 
object was plunder only, not chufing to rilk a general aCtion. 
Some days pafied in this manner, when Boikar Raow propofed 
evacuating ^e country ^r a ccmtribution of ten lacs of, rupees, 
f>ut this was reftifed; and Mahabut Jung rcfolved to puih his 
Way to Moorfhudabad, where he could recruit his fcattercd 
force. He iflucd orders for the greateft part of the heavy bag¬ 
gage and camp followers to remain at Burdwan, but in vairt, 
as they were too mUch alarmed to truft themfelves in the town; 
but the confequence of their difobedience was nearly fatal. On 
the firft day’s march, the Mharattas furrounded the line, and 

Mahabut 


( 

• A fourth part of the revenues, which the Mharattas demanded from every 
province* This claim is explained in the account of Dekkan. 



• HISTORY OF BENGAL. 

Mahabut Jung, unable ’tg defend the numerous crowd of nfe- 
Icfs attendants and people of his army, now reduced to 

lefs than five thouland 'fighting men, had the mortification of 
lofing the chief part of his baggage, artillery, and tents. When 
he halted for the night, only a fmall tent could be jpocured 
for h^ reception. He now dhpuched a meflenger wi^ ot&rs 
to pay the ten lacks of rupees to the Mharattas j but Bolkar 
.Raow refufed, and demanded a ^‘ cororc, with ail the elephMts 
belonging to the liavob. Mahabut Jung refufed fiidi degrading 
edneeflions, and tfic next day proceeded on his .march, which 
was harafied as ufual, and what little baggage jcaiained fell a 
pity to the enemy; who, howeW, cotdd make no impreffion 
on the main body, and were o^cn ^epuHed from the charge. 
For three days a runiung fight was kept up, during which the 
greateft diftrefs for provifions iuid (belter fiom heavy raun was 
experienced by the troops of Mahabut Jung. On the fi>urth he 
Inched Cutwa, which the Mharattas had. laid waftc, and de- 
ilroyed large rhagazioes of grain by fire; but enough remained, 
though in a parched ttafc, to be an acceptable fupply to an, 
army almofi: perifliing widt hunger. Here the jiavob exKamped, 
on the bank of the river Bhaugruttcc,' feepred. by his pofition 
from further infult of the enemy; and having written to his 
capital of the fituation he was in, &>wiut Jung joined him ex¬ 
peditiously with a cohfiderable reinfi}rcement, and plentilul fup- 
plies of provifions fi'om the oppe^e haink of die river, which 
was yet untnolefted by the enemy< • 


Boficar Pundit, the Mharatta genera!, trom the fear of 
ing the rains iii the country of an enemy” who had lb gal¬ 
lantly oppofed him, would have now retreated to Bcrar; but 
Meer Hnbbeeb, an officer of Mahabi^ Jung’s, who had been 
taken prifoncr and accepted the fervicc of the Mharattas ad- 

. . vhed 


* Upwards of a million fterliog. 
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vifcd him to remain* o^ering to provide futfiftance for his army, 
and to guide a detachment to Moorihudabad, which might eafily 
be plundered, it being unfortified. Hofkar relUhed his propofal, 
and entrufted him with the command of fome thoufand horfe. 
The navob, having intelligence of this defign, left Cutwa, and 
hallened to the capital, where he arrived one day after Meer 
Hubbeeb, who had already plundered the fuburbs, efpecially the 
fadtoiy of Juggut Sect, to the ^amount of three lacs of rupees. 
On the arrival of Mahabut Jung he retreated, and prevailed on 
,Bofkar to encamp at Cutwa for the fainy feafon ; and the navgb,, 
fatisiied with haying preferved the city from plunder, deferred 
further operations till he*couldf'recruit his army, and ftrengthen 
the capital by new works. The enemy, while the fords per-, 
mitted, two or three times advanced to Plafley and Daoodpore; 
not many miles diftant from Moorihudabad, plundering the vil¬ 
lages, till the fwclling of the Bhaugruttee confined them to the 
oppofite fhore. During the rains, Boikar Pundit,' by means of 
Meer Hubbeeb, pofifeired himfelf of Hughfy, Ii^'alee, and all 
the diftridls of Buhlwan and Midnaporc as frf as Balafore, alfb 
Bheerbhoom, Raujei^wee, and Raujemahal; fo that, except * 
IVloorihudabad and jts environs, nothing remained to the navob 
weft of’ the Ganges in Bengal ; but the diftridls to the eaft of 
that river afforded him ample refources. The inhabitants of 
the capital, during the •rainy feafon^ for .the moft par^ moved 
with their families and effefts acrofs the Ganges for the greater 
fecurity. The families, treafures, and valuables of Mahabut 
Jung and his relations, were alfo fent over that river to Go- 
dagauree, under die care o£*Shawamut Jung, who returned to 
the capital after he* had provided a^ place of fafety for them. 

h 

I I " i- 

Mahabut Jung paffed the rainy feafon in railing new levies 
and encouraging his troops j to whom he diftributed ten lacs 
of rupees, which he had promifed them when furrounded by 

the 
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the Mharattiis. The* dry weather had not yet commenced, 
when he marched from Moorihudabad, and croITed the Bhaug- 
ruttee over a bridge of boats, without oppqfition from the ene¬ 
my, who ftill continued in their camp at Cutw'a, which was 
divided from the navob’s army by a deep rivulet, much fwollen' 
by the rains. Mahabut. Jung during the night ordered a bridge 
of boats to be thrown acrofs it, which was done without being 
perceived by the enemy. About midnight, Meer Jaffier Khan, 
Muflapha Khan, and other chiefs, at the head of a chofen 
body, began to crofs. Hailf' of thisi, detachment had fcarcely 
reached the oppofite bank, when a boat in the middle of the 
bridge was loofened, and funk’^by the weight of paffengers; 
and the troops in the rear preffing on, numbers were pulhed 
in and drowned, before the accident was difeovered. Six hun¬ 
dred men are faid to have perilhed in this manner ; but fuch 
was the ardour of the troops and conduft of Mahabut Jung, 
that the accident was foon repaired, and by daylight the whole 
army had crolJed, and prepared to attack the enemy. Bolkar 
Raow Was fo intimidated at this bold and unexpedied mealure, 
. that he fled with the utmoll precipitationJ leaving groat part 
of his baggage and tents behind him; but ^ was, fo rapidly pur- 
fued, as to lofe a confidcrable number of men within tyro cofs 
of Cutwa, where he tried to make a fta'nd^ but in vain, his 
troops flying on the nayob^s approach. . He continued his re¬ 
treat to ‘the woods of Pacheet, and was followed by Mahabut' 
Jung fo clofely, that finding it impoflible to gam the' pafles by 
this route, he changed it, by advice of Meer Hubbeeb, and 
returned into the forclls of Bithenpore, fo as- to deceive his pur- 
fuers, and gain the open country ‘by way of iChunderkoona into 
Midnapore. ' Here he encamped, and. detafched a force againfl 
Cuttac, which was but ilf defended by troops j and the gover¬ 
nor, Mafoom Khan, ralhly marching: out with his imall force, 
was defeated and flain. 


Mahabut 
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Matiabut Jung was originally named Meerza Mahummud 
Alee* Ills father, Meerza Mahummud, an officer in the fer- 
vice of the piiuce Azim Shaw, on the death of his patron 
falling inter diilrefs, moved from Dhely to' Cuttac, the capital 
of Orifla, in hopes of mending his tortune under Shujah ad 
Dowlah^ a dijflant rejation to his wife. Shujah ad Dowlah was 
Ion in law to Jafficr Khan, Ibubahdar of Bengal, from whom 
he held .Oriffi, * as*(ieputy governor. He received his relatroii 
with kihdncfs, appointing an allowance for his fupport } which 
induced Meerza Mahummud to fend for his fon, who accordingly 
»epaired to Cuttac, ancf was entertained by Shujah adf Dowlah 
in his fervice, at a monthly ftipend of one hundred rupees. In 
a fliort time, the abilities of Mahummud Alee engaging the 
efteem of his patron, he gradually cntrulled him with com¬ 
mands againil: rebellious zemindars, in which he proved himlcif 
worthy of conhdence, and Was generoufly rewarded by higher 
trulls. He now invited his elder brother Hajee Ahmud, then 
returning from a pilgrimage to Mecca, to join him > and on 
his arrival he, as allb his three Ions, Mahummud Reza, Ma¬ 
hummud Saeed, and Mahummud Halhim, were enrolled in the 

VoL. II. R r fervicc 
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fervice of Shujah ad Dowlah, at falaries of fifty, thirty, twenty, 
and fifteen rupees per month; but as the influence hf Ma* 
hummud Alee encrealed, they were proportionably raifed. to 
higher employments. ■ ' 

Jaffier Khan, being difplealed at Shujah ad Dowlah’s hav¬ 
ing negledtcd his daughter for other women, left at his death 
the fuccellion to his government ^to his grandfon Alla ad Dowlah 
Serferauz Khan; but Shujah ad Dowlah having more intereft 
.at the court of Dhely than’ his fon, procured the foubahdary 
for himfelf; when Serferauz Khan dutifully fubmitted to his 
authority, oh promife of fucceedilig Ins parent, and continued to 
hold the office of •imperial dewan under him. 

Shujah ad Dowlah, thinking himfelf greatly indebted to the 
abilities and fidelity of Mahummud Alee and Hajee Ahmud, 
for his eafy acquifition of the government of Bengal, purfued 
no meafure without their advice. On the former he beftowed 
the * fojedauty of Raujcmahal, and procured for him from the 
emperor a ' munfub and the title of Alivertiee Khan. The latter 
was appointed fuperintendant of the cuftonis of Mooflhudabad, 

and 

» Superintendant of the collcAions. While ^the authority of the emperors 
na$ properly obferved, the dewan of a province managed the revenues, and 
the t'.av.irn, or foubahdar, had no power over them; his oiHce being folely that of 
commander in chief and difpenfer of criminal law j but as the empire' declined, 
he ufurped the rights of the dewan, whofe office became nominal only. Lord 
Clive obtained it for the company, whO' reclaimed the proper exertion of the 
office, but have not for fome years renutted any part of the revenue to Dhely. 
1 Airing vShaw Aulum’s refidence under their proteftion, he received annually 
twenty fix lacs of rupees; but on quitting It, this tribute was withheld. 

• '1 he fojedaur in his difiria had the fame authority as the nazim of a 

province; but latterly, his office has been confined to the ruperintcndancc of 
police. 

• Commander of a body of cavalry, fometimes nominal only, for the pur- 
p'jfe of giving a title, as all rank is aiilitaiy in Hindoollan. 
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and his three fons to confiderabl® employments. Thefe didlnc- 
tions Were but the paths to higher offices, as, in a Ihort time 
after, the province of Bahar being conferred by the emperor 
on Shujah ad Dowlah, he entruitcd the government of it to 
Aliverdee Khan, obtaining for him additional rank, and the 
title of "Mahabut Jung. Hajee Ahmud was created dewan to 
the navob, and his fons railed to the governments of large dif- 
tridls in Bengal and Bahar. , • ^ _ 

ft 

Shujah ad Dowlah afte» twelve' years’ government of Bon-.A.H. i 
gal, (the inhabitants of which itill fpeak with veneration of the 
lenient e.^ercile of his authority,) dying, was fucceeded by his 
fon Alla ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan, a young prince, whofe* 
charadter as a moral and religious man Hands high on the gvages 
of native hiftory. EufufF Alee Khan, who writes that of Ma- 
habut Jung, and ftrives to apologife for his ufurpation, as the 
effedt of neceflity and felf-defence, fays, “ Serferauz Khan was 
** a prince of exemplary virtue; for though he polTeired every 
“ incitement to voluptuoulhe/s in addition to the ieaibn of 
** youth; yet he wa5 not addidfed to fenfual enjoyments; and * 

“ during ’hs flioft government, in the courfe of which I was 
** conftintly with him, I never beheld in his condudl even a 
“ tendency towards a vicious adtion. But, alas! he was ig- 
** norant of the arts of policy, and poffeiTed not an acjdrefs or 
A manners to conciliate the world, fo that he became a prey 
“ to the'machinations of his enemies.” 

t 

Serferauz Khan at firft confirmed all the fervants of his 
father in office, but (hortly, impelled by the clamour of his 
own dependants, who naturally wiftied to fliare in the advan¬ 
tages of government, he took the dewanny from Hajee Ahmud, 
and removed his friends Aulum' Chund Royroyan and Juggutt 

R r 2 . Sect 
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Sect from their employments; which gave much difguft to the 
“ two brothers, who had for fome years, through their influence 
with Shujah ad Dowlah, governed Bengal. Hajee Ahnmd re- 
folved on the deftruftion of his maftcr, and privately concert¬ 
ed with Mahabut Jung to de^wfe him; but at the fame 
time had the addrefs to make Serferauz Khan believe, till too 
late, that he was attached to his interefts, and even to perfuade 
him to difband a great part of^his army, fo unneceflarily ex- 
penfive in a time of profound peace. He pretended that he 
rwas weary of the cares of Office, and to tlunk the navob for 
relieving him of a burden, and giving him the indulgence ol 
religious retirement in his old age; at the fame time exprefl- 
ing his readinefs to give his advice on public affairs. His 
hypocrify fucceeded on the unfufpedting mind of the j>rince, 
though he was frequently warned by friends of the danger of 
confiding in a difplaced minifter, and continuing his fons and 
dependants in the government of diftrifts, which they yet en¬ 
joyed. He ci^en communicated to Hajee Ahmud advice which 
had been given him to feize the perfons of himfclf and fa¬ 
mily ; but this mark of fincerity, inftead of gaining their loyalty, 
only ferved to make them haften the 'work pf trearhery, leil 
the navob fhould in ^ time be prevailed upon to follow the 
wholefome counfel of his real friends. The apologifts of Ma¬ 
habut Jung fay, that he had originally' no defigns on Bengal, 
but wilhed only to be continued in the government of Bahar‘; 
and would not have confpired againft his patron, had be not 
been perfuaJed by his brother, that his office and even life 
was in danger. Be this us it rway, fome months after his ac- 

‘ ceffion. 

It has been faid, (bow truly I know not, as I i^avc heard it contradided 
by many peiloiis^ that the following •ci^'ciiinflance encrcaled the difguft of the 
Scets. A neai relation of their's^ a young lady of unconi non beauty, was forced 
to thew heneU to the navob, who, however, did not ofler any other injury; 
but tliis was one, not to be forgiven confiftenl with Indian honour* 
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ceflion, Serferau2f Khan* who had'nol yet received the royal 
grants of confirmation in his government, receive^ intelligence 
from his agent at Dhely, that Mahabut Jung had employed 
emif&ries to'bribe the imperial minifters,' and obtain, for liim- 
felf the foubahdary of Bahar independantly, if not of Bengal. 
It is mbft probable that this information was true, as the court 
of Dhely was become notorioufly corrupt; and even its w^eak- 
nefs made the emperor, on^ the vacancy of government, deaf 
to j after claims, and beftow the fucceflion on him whofe foicc 
was the ftrongeft, as the only mode of preferving an aclyiow- 
ledgment of Jiis authority. 

.V 

Serferauz Khan now began to be alarmed; and, in order 
to reduce the influence of Mahabut Jung, he recalled the troops 
ftationed with him in Bahar; hut they did not obey him. He 
next tried conciliatory meafiires to gain his attachment, and 
propofed an alliance between his o^yn fon and a niece of Hajee 
Ahmud; but this offer was rejected, and taken hold of as a 
pretence for rebellion, under colour of the young lady's having 
been already betroftied to another, which made the propofal afi 
indignity to tlie,» whole family, that ought to be revenged. 
Hajee Ahmud and bis fons wrote heavy complaints of this in- 
fult to Mahabut Jung, affuring him, that the navob meant 
forcibly to celebrate the nuptials* and wnlefs he flwuld prevent 
them, by fpcedily marching to Bengal and refcuing the lady 
and tlwmfelves from his power, their family would be dilhonour- 
cd, and perhaps cut off in defending their reputation, by the 
tyrant. To account ibr the felf-fecority of Serferauz KJian at 
this period is impolfible; for, though informed that Maliabut 
Jung was encreafing his forces, and that he entertained trea- 
fonable defigns, Hajee Ahmud and his fons were left at liberty, 
and Atta Oollah Khan, the father of the. young lady, in com¬ 
mand of the frontier ftation to\vards. Bahar; nor did he take 

the 
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the precaution to colledf his troops. Suddenly he received ad¬ 
vice, that Mahabut Jung had arrived at Raujemahal, not more 
than three days’ march from the capital, with his army, hav¬ 
ing gained the paffcs by , the connivance of Atta Oollah Khan, 
the fojedaur of that diflridt. From hence he had a letter from 
the rebel, fetting forth, that as the indignities offered to his 
family had amounted to perfonal > difhonour, he had marched 
thus far without orders, but hoped^ he fhould not be obliged to 
come to extremities he wifhe.d to avoid j and promifing to re- 
tii e, if the navob would fend * his brother and nephews with 

their families and cffedts to his camp. 

• ■ » 

« 

Serferauz Khan on this occafion rejedled tlie advice of his 
friends to confine Hajee Ahmud, who, with folemn aflevera- 
tions, declaring that Mahabut Jung would on his being allow¬ 
ed to vifit him, retire to his government, unlefs the navob 
fliould invite him to his prcfencc as a mark of favour, was 
permitted to depart with his family. The navob difpatched with 
Iiim two confidential pcrfons, to allure Mahabut Jung of his 
regard, and learn, if poflible, his real intentions. At the fame 
tinie, he moved from the capital with' about , four thoufand 
horfc, and proceeded by eafy marches towards the rebel.' On 
the fourth day his agents returned, bringing him aflurances 
from Mah<abut Jung that he was loyal t© his perlbn and go¬ 
vernment j but rcquefted that Ghofe Mahuminud Khan and 
others, who he knew had prejudiced the navob againft him, 
might be removed from court, that he might fafely come and 
pay his refpedsj alfo, that fcven lack^s of rupees would be 
given to pay the arrears of thofe troops who bad been detached 
with him from Bengal by the late navob. 

Serferauz Khan now ^ not to be longer deceived. He 
fiw the demands of the rebel in their true light, as made only 
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to deprive him of his real friends, and render him a defence- 
lefs prejr to treachery; but, inftead of boldly continuing his 
march, he imprudently oppofed art to art; in which he was 
unequal. He feemingly aflenfed to the requefts of Mahabut Jung, 
while he fent emilTaries with large funis to bribe his followers 
to dcfert him; but they betrayed their commiffion, and the rebel 
taking immediate advantage of the navob's fecurity in the fuc- 
cefs of his fcheme, while negotiations were depending, furprized 
his camp. Serferauz Khan was flain, it is fuppofed, by. the 
treachery of his attendants, in the beginning of the attack. His 
troops, after a very gallant .'refiftance, in which .fuccefs often 
remained doubtful, were defeated, and Mahabut Jung becanjc 
by his victory, foubahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifl'a. Ser¬ 
ferauz poflelfed the government only one year and two months, 
being in his thirty fixth year at the time of his death, which 
happened in the yea? 1739. 

Two days after his vidtoiy, Mahabut Jung entered the capital, 
and repairing firft to the apartments of Nuffeefa Begum, daugh-* 
ter to Shujah ad Dpwlah, entreated her pardon for tlie flaugliter 
‘of hey brother, an 3 alTured her of his protection to herfelf and 
the furvivors of her family. He then afeended the mufnud in 
the hall of audience, ^nd his authority as foubahdar^ was ac- 
• knowledged by the officers of government and inhabitants of 
the city. Having po/Ieffcd fiimfelf of the treafures of the un¬ 
fortunate Serferauz Khan, wliich had accumulated to an ira- 
menfe amount by the favings of his grandfather and father, and 
had not been dimiuifhed, Mahabut Jung fent a corore of rupees 
in money, and to the amount of feventy lacs in jewels, plate, 
'and rich goods, as an offering to the emperor; who, in re¬ 
turn for this mark of obedience, fiiortly after confirmct-i him 
in the government of the three foubahs of Bengal, Bahar, and 
OrifTa. It is laid.., thefe fums were but a trifling part of his 

acquifitions. 
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acquifitions. He conferred large fums on his relations and ad¬ 
herents, and beftowed an ample gratuity on the troops. Having 
arranged the affairs of Bengal, he prepared to reduce Oriffa, 
wliich was as yet unfubdued to his government. 

Moorfliud KooUee Khan, deputy governor of Orifla, fon in 
law to Sliujah ad Dowlah who had married the filler of the 
late navob, on his overthrow had at firll quietly acknowledged 
A:J’ah'’.but lung: as foubahdar, and was continued in office; but 
foon afterwards, at the inftigation of his wife and Baukir 
Khan, his fon in law, who reprocched him with cowardice in 
fubniitting to a traitor, he withdrew his allegiance, and pre¬ 
pared to revenge the murder of his brother in law; for which 
jiurpofe he levied an army, and invited the officers of tlie late 
navob to join his llandard againfl the ufurper. 

Mahabut Jifng, on intelligence of his deligns, regarding 
them as the effect of artful perliiafion on his mind, was wil¬ 
ling if poffibJe to avoid a rupture, and wrote* letters of alTurance 
that he had nc enmity towards him; but;, as circumllances had 
rendered his flay in his territories hazardous* for the peace of 
both parties, he entreated he would remove either to Dhely by 
way of Moorfliudabad, or to Dckkan, vyhich was nearer Cut- 
tac, with his family and cffeCls. Moorfliud Koollee Khan, juflly 
fearing oppofition to Mahabut Jung fruitlefs, would have fol¬ 
lowed this advice; but his wife and Baukir Khan, by threats of 
depriving him of his wealth and imputations of cowaidice, 
prevailed upon him to aufwer the navob’s letters by infiilts and 
defiance. Mahabut Jung upon this, leaving his brotlier Hajce 
Ahmud and his nephew fihawamut Jung in charge of his capital, 
moved with an army towards Cuttac. 


On 
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Maliobut Jung having at laft procured intelligence of the 
change of the enemy's route, mamhed back, and haftened to 
Burdwan. Frpm thence he advancf^ to Midnapoi'e, where Bofkar 
Raow, encouraged by his late fuccefs againft Mafoom Khan, gave 
him battle, but was defeated with great daughter, and fled by 
way of Cuttjuc, to the borders of his own country. The navob, 
not thinking it neceflary to purfiie beyond his town territories, 
now completely evacuated by ,thc. enemy, having entrufted the 
government of Cuttac to Abd al Ruflbol Khan, returned triumph¬ 
antly to his capital. The.emperof Mahummud Shaw, as a mark 
of approbation^ now conferred’ .upon him the title of * Hiiham 
ad Dowlah, with a khefaut, fWord and dagger fet with jewels, 
alfo a firpcach and collar of pearls. The title of ’’Itilham ad 
Dowlah was conferred on Shawamut* Jung, that of * Mahaum ad 
Dowlah on Sowlut Jung, and that of ‘Hitteram ad Dowlah on 
Hybut Jung, his three nephews; and inferior rimks and titles 
on the principal officers of his army. 

Mahabut Jung, on the firft InvaHon of the Mharattas, had 
applied to the empfror for affiftance; and SuiFder Jung, navob* 
of Oude, was yrdeosd •tvith his troops into Bengal, but had ad¬ 
vanced no farther than Patna, the capital of Baliar, when Bo/kar 
Raow was defeated. Mahabut Jung, eiicouraged by vidtory, now 
thought himfelf fully .equal to the defence of h'ls provinces; 
‘and informing Suflyer Jung that he had’ no further occaiion for 
fliccours*, requeued him to quit Patna and return home, which 
he did, though with fome relu£i;ance, having intended, it is faid, 
had Mahabut Jung been worfted 1 ^ his enemy, to have added 
Bahar to his ovvw government. During his flay at Patna, he 
VoL. U. T t h'A 
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^ Eminent in the .'late. 

' ReguJator of tKe flate. 
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had felcded fomc pieces of artillery and elephants belonging to 
the deputy governor for lus own ufe, without the. conleht of 
Mahabut Jung; and he.not.relUliing fuch adls of authority in an 
auxiliary, was .much offended, fo tliat a coolnefs took place be¬ 
tween them^ and had not Suffder Jung thought proper to re¬ 
treat, in all probability an open rupture would have foon fucceeded 
his refufal. 

f 

The attempts of the Mharatta^ on Bengal did not end with 
the defeat of Bofkar Raow. ‘ Ragojec Bhofela, enraged at the 
repulfe of his general, immediately '.prepared a neyv army, at the 
head of which he entered Bcng^ without delay. . At the fame 
time, •Ballajec Raow, the principal Mliaratta chief, advanced 
with a confiderable force to’ receive payment of a draft ofeleven 
lacs of rupees, given by the emperor on Mahabut Jung, but with 
profeffed declarations of .afibrding his. affidance to him againd 
the former, by orders from Dhely. Ragojec having entered the 
country by way of Beerboom, fixed his head quarters in the 
diflxidl of Burdwan, while Ballajec marched through Baliar to 
the bank of the Bhaugruttec, not very fiir from the capital. Ma¬ 
habut Jung advanced to meet him, and an interview took place, 
at which it was agreed, that both armies fhould ail .m con¬ 
junction againft Ragojee. It is fuppofed, the navob paid a great 
fum for < his alliance with this Mharatta general, whofe coming 
to Bengal is varioufly accounted for, Some attribute it .to thd 
emperor’s orders, in confequence of the requeft of Mahabut Jung; 
others, to the royal anger at his ufurpation of the government; 
but it is more probable, ^that Ballajce was allured by the prof- 
pe6: of obtaining a confidera^e plunder in Bengal, and gratify¬ 
ing his enmaty agairift the Bcrar chief, tharx that he fhewed any 

regard 

» Ballajec and Ragojec at this were at enmity as rivals for the pe(h- 
waftlp or miniftry of the Mharatta ftates.* 

** Or^c hundred and ten thoufand pounds. 
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regard to Mahummud Shaw's approbation or diflike of the con- 
du6t of Mahabut Jung. Both armies now marched to expell 
Ragojee from. Burdwan, and continued together for fomc days, 
when Ballajee, not liking the flow movement of the Bengal troops, 
took upon himfelf the puiliflbment of the Berar chief, and left 
the navoh- Ragbjce fled, as he advanced, to his own country; 
and Mahabut Jung, having thus prudently cleared the provinces 
of his enemy, returned t > Moorfltudabad: but though he did 
not in this campaign fuflfer lofs in the field, that of the revenue 
was great, as the unfortufiate inhabitants of the defencelefs‘vif- 
lages were plundered jvithout mercy by both the Mharatta 
armies; nor were their calaimties yet at an end from the in¬ 
vaders'. 

* 

a -• 

Ragojee the year following again fent Boikar Raow, at the 
head of twenty thoufand horfe, to ihvade Bengal, but with or¬ 
ders to offer peace, fhould die navob fubmit to pay a heavy 
contribution, as he had done to Ballajee. Maliabut Jung on 
their approach moved with his araiy and encamped at Mun- ^ 
kirra, only ten miles from his capital, having it in contempla- 
.tion to take; advantage of the defire his enemy had for money 
to allure the principal chiefs to an interview by promifes of 
large Turns, and cut them oflF by treachery; which, if effefted, 
he could eafily vanquifh an army deprived of its leaders. With 
fuch views, he difpatched Muftapha Khan and Raja Janegee 
Ram to the Mharatta camp, with propofals of peace and an 
invitation to Bofkar Raow to come to an interview, fhould the 
terms of friendflup be accepted. Bofkar Raow demanded heavy 
contributions; to "Cvliich the ageq|s readily confenjpd, provided 
jie would vifit Mahabut Jung, who at the fame time daily font 
him friendly letters and valuable prefents. At length, the Mha¬ 
ratta, blinded by avarice, confonted, and a day was appointed. 
The navob having communicated his intentions fo his nephew 

T t a Sowlut 
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Sowlut Jung, Jafficr Khan, and Fakecr Oollah Beg, commanded 
them to feled a confidehtial band of men, and draw them up 
within the fkreens round the tent of audience, with orders? to 

m 

ruHi upon Bolkar and his attendants upon a fignal, which he 
appointed, promifing liberal rewards for their obedience. At 
length, the day fixed being arrived, Bolkar Raow moved from 
Cutwa with the greateft part of his army, and on his arrival 
near the navob’s'encaimpmeht, leaving his ttoops drawn up in 
order of battle, advanced with other principal chiefs and his 
attendants. The Bengal troops wcte drawm up to receive 
him. Near the tent of addiCnCe he diftpounted, and entered the 
enclofure of fkreens witfi his companions, fupported by Mufta- 
pha Khaii and Raja'janegee Rath, who foon after, however, 
contrived tO quit hhn. ' Mahabut Jung" eagerly enquired as he 
advanced, which was Bo&ar Raow? and on his being pointed 
out, cried out with a load voice, ** Cut down the infidel.” In 
an inftant the appointed band ruftied on their vidiims, and Bolkar 
Raow, with nineteen officers of rank, were flaughtered. The 
. navob now mounted his elephant, .and putting himfelf at the 
head of Iris troops, furioufly charged- the Mharatta lincj 'which, 
not expedting an attack and deprived of iheir generals, was 
routed in an inftant. ' Mahabut Jung purfued the enemy to 


Cutwa, their ftanding camp, Which' had been left under the 
command of Ragoo Gicowaur, who had Oniformly refufed to ac¬ 
company Bolkar to the fatal interview:. Being informed of the 
fiitc of his general, he fled wiffi pfecipiution, and evacuated 
the provinces without attempting to revenge the malTacre. Ma¬ 
habut Jung returned to Moorlhud^Jad j and having xiiftributed 
ten lacs of jppees, as a gratuity to the- troOjfe, conferred liberal 
rewards on thofe chiefs who had aflifted tnoftly in the com¬ 
pletion of his iirfidious and bloody vidlory. Hajee Ahmud about 
ibis' time being oftended at his brother, for refilling him tlie 
fujedaury of Oughly, though he had a greater revenue tlian he 

could 
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could expend, and the office he defired was conferred on his 
own fon Sowlut Jung, who had been without any confequential 
employment ffiice his unfortunate adminidration at Cuttac, re¬ 
tired in difguft to Patna, where he devoted himfelf in lus old 
age to i^j^ual enjoyments. 

Mahabut Jung, now.freed from foreign enemies, was affidu- 
oufly employed in the regulation of his provinces, and forming 
plans for the repair of that defolation which the Mharattas had 
fjiread through all the diftridts weft of the river Ganges; -bm 
a ftorm foon arofe withip his own' dominions, which was more 
threatening to his power than the armies of Dekkan. He had, 
in order to attach his chiefs to his intcreft- during the wanj 
been lavifli of his favours, and more fo of promifes of future 
rewards ; but which, now finding inconvenient to fulfil, he broke 
through ; which gave offence to many, but particularly to his 
principal general, Muftapha Khan. * 

• * 

Muftapha Khan had been conftantly the chief counfellor and 
agent o'f Mahabut Jung. To his fidelity and valour he in great 
aneafure ow'?d his ^tcqdifition of the mufnud of Bengal, and hrs 
fuccefs* over the Mharatta invaders,. To his addrefs he was 
indebted alfo for the decifive, but treacherous blow, given to 
^his enemies, by the late affallination of Bolkar Raow and his 
officers and, it is faid, that for this laft fervice he had promiied 
him the government of Bahar, which was held by his nephew 
and fon in law, Hybut Jung. The, general was preffmg for the 
performance of his promife, and .in fuch a manner, as ftiewed 
he rather efteemed* himfelf the p^tner in authority than fervant 
,of the navob. He interfered alfo, by his recommendations of 
perfons to office, with the plans of Mahabut Jung, who grant¬ 
ed many favour? to his importunity, but every compliance was 
inftantly fucceeded by new requefts; fo tlyt the‘navob was in 

danger 
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danger of becoming a tool in the hands of his general, a fitua- 
tion which his high fpirit could not brook. To fuch a pitcii 
had Muftapha Khan carried his influence, that tbp a;eniiadars of 
Bengal, when the dewan, or revenue colleftors, pufhed them 
for payment, or enforced arrangements, they did apt chufe, 
however ncccdary and juft, bribed him to llcreen them from 
the refentment of the navob i who, to pjeafe his minifter, (whom 
he wifhed not to difguft in a frafoh of danger) too often re¬ 
pealed his own orders, to the injury of his trealury and iutho- 
city, infomu(;h that the civil officers*of government became of, 
little confequence in the eyfca of the^ renters. .Mahabut Jung 
bore with the evil till it was becoming dangerous j but on the 
general’s demanding the province of Bahar, he was obliged to 
refufe, fearing, from his own conda<ft in a fimilar fituation, that 
Muftapha Khan would finally diredl the force which that go¬ 
vernment would give him, againft his patron, as he himlelf had 
done againft the unfortunate Alla ad Dowlah. He endeavoured, 
however, by dvery means to fatisiy him for his breach of pro- 
inife, but in vain. Muftapha Khan had refolved to eftablifh 
himfelf in Bahar, and would not be put off. It is faid, that 
he had even views upon Bengal, to fetisfy which he woul<i 
not have fpared the life of his mafter. Jealoufies how took 
place, and each pai'ty became I'ufpicious of the other’s intentions, 
knowing, that afiaflination was an engine they each chuld make 
ufc of without remorfe, and which, perhaps, both watched ah 
opjxjrtunity to employ. Appearances of regard were however 
kept up between the navob and his gcncralj but the latter now 
always went well guarded in his vifits to court. At length, an 
accident brought alfeirs to a crifis, which * produced an open 
rupture. - . - 

Muftapha Khan, one day intending to pay fiis relpedb to the 
navob, difpatchai before him two of, his principal officers, to 
* obferve 
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obferve the ftate of the audience chamber, and remark if there 
were figns of treachery againft him; a precaution he had ufed 
iince the cooUiefs had taken place. The officers having made 
their obeifance to the prince, fat down to wait the arrival of 
the gencr^tl, when, juft as it was announced, a eunuch came 
from the interior apartments, and informed Mahabut Jung, that 
his Begum was fuddcnly taken ill, and delired to fee him, the 
navob rofe up, and, retiring, defired that the officers would ex- 
cufe him fw a few minutes to their general. At this inftant, 

. the tread of feet and uncommon ruftling was heard in 'the 
paflage to tha haram, ^ which, the officers, ever fufpicious of 
treachery, fuppofing to proceed from armed men concealed to 
afl'affinate their lord, and the navob's departure giving colour to 
their apprehenfions, they rufhed out, and informed Muftapha 
Khan^ who was now alighting in the cqurt, of their fears.*.The 
general, prepared for alarm by the confeiouneft of his own evil 
deligns, remounted; and, haftcnii^ precipitately to his canton¬ 
ments, refufed to return, though the navob, v?ho had almoft 
inftantaneoufly come.back to the chamber of audience, dilpatch- 
ed after him his nephew Shawamut Jung to inform him that * 
iie was waiting • to,* r^cive him, and anxious to enquire the 
caufe of his fudden departure, with folemn affuranccs, that no 
treachery had been intended. On the return of his nephew, 
^Mahabut Jung would Have gone in perfon to perfuade him of his 
fincerityj but the entreaties of his fomily, who were alarmed for 
his fafety, prevailed upon him to give up that hazardous defign. 
Every trial was made to calm the apprehenfions of the general, 
but in vain; and he now openl/ declared his intentions of 
quitting the navob's fervice with his friends, and demanded the 
•arrears of pay due to himfelf and follow'ers. Mahabut Jung 
gladly complied with his wifties, and paid without delay * foven- 
tcen lacs of rupees, without examining his accounts; at the fame 

- • time 

* One hundred and feventy thoufand pounds. « 
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time commanding him, as he was refolved to leave his fervicc, 
to quit his dominions. Muftapha Khan, emboldened by the 
readinefs with which the havob fatisfied his demands, and re¬ 
garding it as a proof of weaknefs and fear, made propofals to 
the Afghaun commanders of corps to depofe Mahabut Jung, 
and divide his territories equally among them. Shumftieer Khan, 
a confiderable chief) agreed to join him j but the reft, as Serdaur 
Khan, Rahim Khan, and others, ^clined, faying, that if Mahabut 
Jung liad injured him by withholding his juR demands, they would 
leadily have affifted him in ‘ enforciag redrefs; but to mutiny 
for no caufe, or behave ungratefully to tlieir t)enefa<ftor, they 
cReemed bafe and dilhonourable. The navob took care to im¬ 
prove this good difpofition by prefent gratuities and promifes of 
favoux to the loyal chiefs and their followers; but, not willing 
to hazard the fafety of his capital by proceeding to extremities 
againll the rebel, was content to guard the city from infult, 
artd wait patiently for his departure. At length, MuRapha Khan 
having ufed every art, but without effedt, to corrupt the army, 
marched from Moor/hudabad with upwards of eight rhoufand 
horfe and a great number of foot,’ having' previoufly fet fire to 
his cantonments, with the intention of poiJelljng uf Bahar. 

The inhabitants of the city, who during the quarrel had becii under 
the greateR alarm for their perlbns and property, received new life 
from his departure.' The navob, iiaving liberally rewarded his 
trocips for their fidelity, particularly Serdaur Khan, Rahim Khan, 
and ShumRiccr Khan, who had been', gained over from joining 
the rebel, now prepared to purfue him. After a few days,' 
leaving the city in charge‘of his nephew Shawamut Jung, he 
began his march; at the fame time writing to Hyb'ut Jung, 
governor of Patna, the capital of Bahar, not*to hazard an en- 
•ra^rement in the field, and if he thought that city not defen- 
fible,. to crofi t!ic river, and move dowm the oppofitc bank, till 
he could form 4 junilion with Ids grand army. 


MuRapha 
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Muftapha Khan having plundered Raujemaljal, and taken 
fome elephants and cannon Rationed there to his own ufe, pro¬ 
ceeded to Monghyr, of which he gained pofleffion with little 
lofs, the fbrtreft being in a ruinous Rate. He next advanced 
towards Patna, hoping to make an eafy conqueR of tliat city j 
but intelligence of his defedtion having reached Hybut Jung, who 
was then engaged in fome operations on the oppofite bank of 
the Ganges, he returned expeditioully, and •encamped near the 
town, refolved, notwithRanding 'the contrary advice of his uncle 
the navob, to oppofe the enemy,, however fuperior in num¬ 
ber. He difpatched a meffehger to MuRapha Khan, defiring to 
know his intentions, declaring,, that if they were to feize the 
city, he muR produce the imperial orders for his conduit, be¬ 
fore it Riould be given up ; but, if his defign was only to 
pafs tlirough the province into Benaras or Oude, he was wel¬ 
come, to purfue his route any way but through the capital. The 
rebel infolently replied, “ That he thought it inevunbent upon 
him to deRroy ‘ heretics like Mahabut Jung i and as the 
foripture faith, ‘ Territory is for him who can conquer it,' 
there .was no occafion for the imperial grant.’* He concluded 
by alking, “ By what authority was his uncle fupported in feiz- 

ing Bengal; and rtiurdering his fovereign Serferauz Khan ?” 

♦* 

Hybut Jung, not intimidated at the .rebel’s approach, pre¬ 
pared to receive him, though his army did not confiR of more 
than five* or fix thoufand horfo, great part of them new levies, 
raifed in a hurry, and inexperienced. The enemy foon appear- 
VoL. II. U u - ed, 

* Muftapha Khan was a Soonni, the fciElaries of which arc advocates for 
tljc juftice of the fucceflion to the prophet of the three firft kaliphs, Aboubeker, 
Omar, and Ofmaun, in prejudice to Alec, the prophet's fon in Jaw, Mahabut 
Jung was of the bbcca fe£l, who regard Alee as the fuccefTor of the prophet, 
and even his equal in holinefs. The fupcrrtitious among them even /ay, that 
God commi/Tioned the angel Gabriel to deliver his revelation to Ale& but chat 
he, by midake, gave it to Mahummud. 
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cc-f, and attacked hiS camp without delay; when Hyhut Jung 
was dcferted by all his troops, except a few hundred veterans 
wIk) guarded his pertEbn, on the firll onfet. Muftapha Khan 
was furioully charging this fmall body, when iSis elephant dri¬ 
ver heing killed by a mufquet .fhot, the animal became un¬ 
ruly, and at the fame time two of his principal officers, Oudal 
Shaw and Hakeem Shaw, wefe mortally wounded. Unable to 
mana^ his elephantf, he alighted in order to mount a horfe; 
but his troops, on. miffing him firom his * howdah, fuppofed 
him (lain, were' ieized with' a panif, and retreated in confbfion 
totvards their own camp. Muftapha Khan endeavoured in vain 
to rally and convince them of 'their 'error, but was obliged to 
retire. Hybut Jung, not thinking it prudent to purfuc, was 
contented with the repulfe of the enemy, and remained within 
his lines. A diftant cannonade ana (kinhiQiing was kept up 
for feven days between the two armies, but on the eighth, the 
rebel, after fending off his baggage and* tents fome miles to 
the weft ward,of Patna, again attacked the lines of Hybut Jung, 
who defended his poA with gallantry and ref<}lution. Muftapha 
Klian, ftill unfortunate, in the beginning of the alTauIt was 
wounded in dte eye with an arrow, tvhich obliged him to re¬ 
treat i and having now intelligence of the near approach of Ma- 
habut Jung, he judged .'it beft to give over his defigns ott Pat¬ 
na, and nurch towards the frontier of Bahar. He was foon 
purfued by the united forces of the navob and his nephew from 
place to place, till he had paffed the borders into the territories 
of Suffder Jung; not chuling to hazard an engagement, as his 
troops were difpirited by their late repulfes, and the lofs of their 
two principal chiefs. He expeded alfo to, be foon joined by 
a body of Mharattas, in conjundion virith whom he hoped to 
be more fuccefsful at a future period. He retired under the 




walls 


* A feat ufed on elephants. 
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waljs of tlie fortrels of ‘Cliunar, and Mahabut Jung did not 
chufc to run the rifk of embroiling himfelf with the navob of 
Oude by carrying the purfuh into his dominions. 

f 

« 

The navob had fcarccly returned to Patna, when he received 
intelligence, that Ragojee Bhofela, encouraged by affurances of 
afliftance from Muftapha Khan, and eager to revenge the aflaffin- 

ation of Boikar Raow and his officers, had marched towards Ben- 

* 

gal with a large army, and was rapidly advancing. Mahabut 
j[ung, leaving Hybut Jung to defend Bahar and watch the mo- • 
tions of the rebel, hafteijed * to. Moorlhudabad for the defence 
of that city, and prevent, if poffible, a jundtion of the IVIha- 
rattas with Muftapha Khan, the farhe time he fent an • 

ambalTador to endeavour to divert Ragojee from his* invalion j 
but. that chief, fuppoftng Bengal to be in a ftate of difrifrbc- 
tion, and the ofiers of the‘navob to proceed from fear, de¬ 
manded the unreafonable fum of 'three corores of rupees as the 
price of his forbearance. Mahabut Jung, though* rcfolved not 
to confcnt to terms fo exorbitant and diftionourable, yet willing 
to gain t^e, in hopes that the rainy feafon, now near, would 
ftop the Mharatta from* adtion, and allow hiim efredlually to 
punifh Muftapha Khan, inftrudled his ambafiador to amufe Ra¬ 
gojee with profeffions of ccuhpliance. In confequence of this, 
ne^ly two months were Wafted in negotiation at Burdwan, where 
the enen^y encamped; 'and, at the expiration of that time, Ma¬ 
habut Jung received the happy intelligence of the defeat and 
death of Muftapha Khan, wlu) had with great additions to Ids 
former force invaded Bahar, thinking to make it an eafy conr 
queft, as the invafton of the Mharattas would prevent fuccours 
being font from Beng^; but the abilities and good fortune of 

Hybut Jung prevailed againft hith. 

U u 2 The 

• Cliunar is a diftria in Benaras, and will be long celebrated in India for 
having b.ca the refuse of Mr. Haliings during, the rebellion of Chcyi Sing. 

* Three millions fterling. 
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The navob, who had continued at his capital in order, to 
convince Ragojee that he was fincere in his delire of peace, 
now ordered his ambaflador to return, and fent Jiim this vaunt¬ 
ing meflkge; ** Thofe who feek peace from an enemy, are 
** guided either by a fcnfe of their own lofs or inferiority, or 
** hopes of advantage; but, praifcd be God, the heroes qf the 
“ faith feel no dread of encountering infidels. Peace therefore 
“ depends upon this. When thq lions of Iflaum lhall fo engage 
** the monfters of idolatry, that they lhall fwim in the blood 
‘*“of each other, and ftruggle till one party lhall, overpowered, 
** beg for quarter.” Ragojee replied, ** that to cobtain this crifis, 
** he had already advanced near a thoufand miles from his 
' own country; but the navojb had not yet moved one hun- 
dred, to do him the honours of a meeting,” Mahabut Jung 
rejoined, ** that the rainy feafon being arrived, and Ragojee 
having fuffered fatigue and inconvenience from his long march, 
it would be prudent for him to fpend the inclement months 
** in fome convenient Ipot, that his troops might refrelh, and 
** prepare for engagement in the dry feafon, when he would 
refpedfully wait upon him, even to his own dqnainions.” 
Ragojee, accordingly, encamped in Beerbhoqm,. and reduced the 
province of Cuttac and moll of Burdwan by his derailments. 

4 

In the beginning of the cool fcalbn ‘of 1158, Mahabut Jung 
marched from his capital to offer battle 'to tlie enemy. Rago- 
jec had by this time moved into Bahar, in order to form a 
jutKStion with the remains of Mullapha Khan’s adherents, who 
llill continued tp infeft the hilly part of that province under 
Mortuzza Klian, Ion to the dcceafed chief, and Bullund Khan, 
a principal officer, but.were too weak to venture into the open 
country alone. The navob, not being able to overtake the 
Mharattas, encamped at Baukippre; a Ihort diftance well of 
Patna, for fome time; but on hearing that the enemy had 

crofled 
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crofled the Soane to join the Afghauns, he proceeded to Mohib 
Aleepore, on .the banks of that river. 

• ' 

Ragojee having efFefted his purpofe of joining the rebels, 
advanced tovvards the navob’s army in great force, and feveral 
engagements took place, in all which the latter was viaoiLous, 
particularly in - one, when the Mharatta general was fo com¬ 
pletely furrounded that he mui have been taken prifoner, had 
not Shumflieer Khan and Serdaur Khan, two of Mahabut Jung’s 
•officers, who were privately negotiating a treaty with the eite-* 
my, purpofely • let him, efcage. This difeovery of treachery 
alarmed the navob, and he again offered terms to the Mha¬ 
ratta, but Ragojee would not accept them^ and feeing no ad-* 
vantage in oppofing Mahabut Jung in the field, by* advice of 
Meer Hubbeeb, he proceeded fuddenly by quick marches towards 
Moorffiudabad, in hopes of being able to plunder that city 
before the navob could reach it with his army. Mahabut Jung, 
however, moved with fuch expedition, that he arrived only one 
day after the enejny,^ who had only time tO ravage part of the 
luburbs, and retreated, on his approach, acrofs the river £hau- 
’gruttee, The liavob followed Ragojee to Cutwa, near which 
he' obliged him to engage, and defeated him with great flaugh- 
ter, when the Mharatta retreated towards Midnapore. Here, 
^having received intelligtnce of infurredtions in his owi> country, 
Ragojee. returned hafflly to Berar with the bulk of his army, 
leaving Meer Hubbeeb and the Afghaun chiefe for the defence 
of Cuttacj upon which the navob, giving up for the prefent 
the recovery of that province, -returned to his capital, in order 
to refrefh his troQps and corredt fome abufes which he had 
•difeovered among his principal officers. 

* 

It has been already mentioned, that Serdaur Khan and Shum¬ 
flieer JUian, during the campaign had fuffered RagOjee to efcape, 

when 
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when they might hate made him prifoner. The navob bad 
alfo, while the Mharattas were in the neighbourhood of the 
capital, entrufted the protedlion of the roads between it and 
Bogwaungolah, from whence the city was furnifhed with fup- 
plies from the diftridts eaftward of the Ganges, to thofe officers, 
who, either through negle<a or .defignb allowed the marauders 
more than once to plunder the. convoys.' The navob, upon this, 
removed them from that duty, whfch he entrufted to his nephew 
Sowlut Jung, who ful&lled it to his fatisfadion, and intercepted 
•ktxers from Ragojee to the former tommandas, which proved* 
their cohnivaiice. Mahabut Jun^ had concealed ’ his fufpicions 
till the retreat of the Mharattas } but, upon his return to Moor- 
'ihudabad, he difmifted them* with their followers, about fix 
thoufand men, firom his fervice, but allowed thejm to retire to 
their homes in the diftrift of Durtainga, on the eaftern fide of 
the Ganges, in the province of Bahar. In this feafbn of tem¬ 
porary repofe were celebrated the marriages of his grandfon, 
Scrauje ad Dowlah, and Ikraumt ad Dowlah, fon to the late navob 
Alla ad Dowlah, who had been, adopted ^by.^Shawamut Jung, 
who had no children. Upwards of. two (houfand rich drefles 
were diftributed on this occafion among 'thc**atttndants ,a^ court; 
.'ind, during a whole month, the populace were feafted'at the 
expenfe of the navob. The magnificence of tliefe nuptials, the 
brilliant ‘illuminations, fplendid pageants^ and grand proceflions. 
of the bridegrooms, are Hill fpoken of with admiration, by the 
iiihabxtants of Bengal. 

Mahabut Jung, l aving now revived to attempt the expul- 
iibn of the- Mharattas and Afghauns from • Cuttac, appointed 
‘Meer Jaffier Khan to the command of a confidcrable detach-' 
jnent for that fcrvice, giving him, by way of encouragement, 

the 

’ 1 

» The lame perfon who, after the deceafe of Mahabut Jung, by the alfift- 
aticc of the Englifli, acquired the mufnud of Bengal. ^ 
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the fojedaurees of Injalee and Midnapofe, in addition to the 
office of paymailcr general. Mecr Jafficr, on his arrival at Mid- 
naporc, defeated a fmall body of the enemy, when,, being much 
addicted to luxury and indolence, he did not purfue his ad¬ 
vantage, but put his troops into cantonments, tliough the navob 
ordered him to proceed to Cuttac without delay, before the ene¬ 
my could be reinforced from Bcrar, the chief’s fon of which, 
janojee,. was preparing for a frefh invafion. At length, the 
expeded Mharatta army entered Cuttac, and Mecr Jaffier, not 
chufing to hazard the defiance of Midnapore, retreated towacda, 
Burdwan, when the advanced party of the enemy, obferving 
his pufillanimity, hung u^n kis rear, and plundered his bag¬ 
gage of fcveral elephants. Mahabut Jung, upon this, dilpatched, 
Atta Ooilah Khan with a reinforcement, to fuperfede him in the 
command, and moved alfo himfelf from the capital with his 
army, to fupport him, if neceflary. Atta Ooilah at Burdwan 
engaged the enemy, and defeated them; but having fecretly 
defigns on the government, the acceffion to whidi he had been 
foretold by a fanatic officer in his fcrvice, wljo pretended to 
the gift of propH&cy, he thought the prefent a proper occafion 
to affiime independapcoi For this purpofe, he endeavoured to 
corrupt;’.Meef Jaffier by a promife of the government of Bahar, 
if he would affift in depofing the navob. Meer Jaffier at firfl: * 
lillened to the ptopofal,^ but,' at the remonftrances of his friends 
-^bn the danger of the^attempt, withdrew his concurrence. In¬ 
telligence of this treacherous combination, however, having reach¬ 
ed Mahabut Jung, he determined to leflen‘their influence, and, 
on his arrival at Burdwan, reprimanded Meer Jaffier feverely 
for his condudi in ^Midnapore, upon which that chief refrained 
:from his ufual attendance. at the durbar. Atta Ooilah Khan, 
proud of his late viftory, and not fulpedling tliat his evil de¬ 
figns were known to the navob, demanded the command of a 
thoufand horfe for Meer Alee Afgir, the fanatic officer who 

had 
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had prophefied his expiation, and had greatly diftinguiflied him- 
felf in the aftion i but this the navob rcfufed, and Atta Oollah 
being difgufted, threatened, to leave the army. Mahabut Jung 
was not to be moved, and he accordingly retired with his fol¬ 
lowers to Moorfhudabad. The navob would now have over¬ 
looked the faults of Meer Jaffier, and, on the death of a re¬ 
lation, condeiccndingly Went to pay him a vifit of condolancc, 
as a mark of returning favour j but that chief, fuppofing this 
honour to proceed from a dread of his influence, infolently ne- 
.gl^fted the complimentary advance from his tent to meet himi 
on which the navob, in great wrath, laid afide his intentions, 
after he had gone half way, and returned to his camp. He 
^now ordered him to give in the accounts of his office, and 
fend Shiijan Sing, his deputy, with them to the durbar. Meer 
Jaffier refufed j upon which the navob removed him from all 
his employments, and offered fervice to his followers in other 
corps, which they readUy embraced. * The general, finding him- 
felf deferted.. would have made conceffions, but the i^avob or¬ 
dered him to leave the army, and retire to the capital. 

Mahabni Jung, notwithflanding this* dllTention and the lofs 
of two of his generals, kept the field, and defeated the Mha- 
rattas in fevcral engagements. Janojee attempted, like his fa¬ 
ther, to plunder the capital j but the n^vob followed him with 
fuch rapidity, that he had not time to es^ecute his defigns; and,’ 
on the approach of the rains, retired to Midnapore, where- he 
eaniontd, and Mahabut Jung marched to Moorfhudabad, not 
chufing to purfne him farther till the dry feafon. Meer Alee 
Afgir, the propheiying fanatic, was now obiiged by the navob 
to ipiit the provinces, though Shawamut Jung:'ufed every en¬ 
treaty with his uncle to allow him to remrdn in the city with 
Atta Oollah Khan, whom the navob yet permitted to refide 
there. 


The 
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• The rains had fcarcely fublided, when Mahabut Jung pre¬ 
pared to march againft the Mharattas, and was encamped at 
Amaunee .Gunge, not far from the capital, when he received 
fudden intelligence of an infurredlion in Bahar, the aflafllnation 
of his nephew Hybut Jung, and the captivity and difgraceful 
death of his brother Hajee Ahmud. It has been already re¬ 
marked, that the navob had dilcharged from his fervicc the 
Afghaun chiefs, Shumflieer Khan and Serdaur Khan, with their 
followers. Thefe generals had refided fince tliat time in their 
jaghires in Derbunga; but the exiftence of fuch a body*ol* 
armed men, free from any coptroul of the governor of the pro¬ 
vince, could not .long continue without endangering its (afety. 
Hybut Jung, according to fome reports, dreading their rebellion,* 
or, to others, by attaching the Afghauns to his interefts, mean* 
iug to enfure his fucceffion to his uncle, or to afTume inde- 
pcndancc on his authority, liad during the rains reprefented to 
him by his agent, that the difeharged chiefs were forty for 
their paft conduit, and defirous of being readmitted to his fer- 
vice. He theref^c .requelled, that he might be allowed to 
entertain, them, as the only mode of preventing a commotion, 
to which they ‘woOld have recourfe, fhould their petition be 
rejeiteef. Mahabut Jung with fome reludtance confented, and 
Hybut Jung made propofals to the two chiefs, which they re- 
.,,ceived with feeming fAisfaition. The terms of fervice being 
adjufted, they marcheftf from Derbunga to the bank of the Ganges, 
oppofite Patna j and Hybut Jung, to aflure them of his con¬ 
fidence and fincerity, condefeended to wifit them with a few 
attendants. Fie was received with proper reipeil, and a day 
was fixed for their* crofling the river with their folloAcrs. The 
mavob returned to his palace fatisfied of their fidelity, and ifllied 
orders for the proviiion of boats for their conveyance. On the 
day appointed, ttte Afghauns crofTed the Ganges, and encamped 
Vdl. II. W w • near 
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near the cit/i when Ilybut Jung again vifited *Serdaur Khan. 
The two next days were chofen for the generals to pay their 
rcfpcds to him feparately, at the palace, and" the navob, in 
order to obviate any fears they might have of treachery, comr 
manded that only his domcftic fervants fhould attend him, 
even to tlie exclu/ion of his ufual body guards. Serdaur Khan 
came the firft day, and having received the cuilomary tokens 
of efteem, returned to his camp.' The following morning Hy- 
but Jung repaired to his hall, of audience, to receive the pro- 
miled vifit of Shumlliecr Khan, and, as on the day before, 
would not permit any guards to^ attend, allowing oniy a few 
officers of his houfchold to be prefen t. Firii came nearly a 

tlioufand of the Afghaun infantry, with matchlocks and matclies 
lighted, who, after laluting, arranged themfelves in the fquare 
of the palace. A chief, named Moraud Sheer Khan, next en¬ 
tered, with a crowd of officers, w’ho filled the hall, and eagerly 
prefied to prefent their offerings. This being done, Hybut Jung 
enquired after Shumflieer Khan, and was told he was not far 
, off. Moraud Sheer Khan now ordered hi? companions to take 
leave, and inake room for others. They .rofe, and according 
to cuflom, received each a betel from Hybut Jung, vvho was 
carneft in diftributing it, when one of the Afghauns, fuddenly 
drawing a dagger, aimed a flroke at him, but without effci^t. 
One of the navob’s attendants immediately cried out ** Treachery;” 
but Hybut Jung had only time to draw hiS labre, when.Moraud 
Sheer Khan cut him down, and he fell dead on the pillow of 
his mufnud. Several of his attendants were flain; and the pa¬ 
lace being filled with the traitors, alfo the ^Arcets of the city 
by the foldicrs of Shumflieer Khun, no rcfiAance could be made 
by the dependants of Hybut Juiig. The Afghauns committed 
great exceffes in the town, the inhabitants of which had no re¬ 
medy 

» It is faid, this chief was not a partner in the treafon, as far as refpciSted 
■ he affairmation. 
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mcdy but to fubmit to their authority. Shumflieer Khan ordered 
ILijcc Ahmud to be brought before him, and demanded an ac- 
co'unt of his treafure j but, declining a difeovery, he was tortu¬ 
red in various modes for feventeen days, till at length he expired, 
not unjuftly puniftied for his treachery, and (hare in the murder of 
the unfortunate Alla ad Dowlah. About *'feventy lacs of rupees 
were found buried in his houfe, befides jewels and other valu¬ 
ables to a great amount. The effedts of Hybut Jung were feized, 
and his Begum Amcena, the daughter of Mahabut Jung, with 
his other women, forcibly, carried-to the camp of Shumfliger, 
Khan; who, leaving the city under charge of his deputy, fixed 
his heail quarters at a llittle • diftance, and engaged m railing 
new levies with the plunder he had acquired, intending to in¬ 
vade Bengal. . The wealthy inhabitants of Patna were^ obliged to 
pay large fums, to fave ’ their hftufes from being plundered, and 
a heavy contribution was cxadlcd from the people at large by 
the rebels, 

Mahabut Jung, though inwardly deeply affe<fled at the deaths 
of his -brother ^id ‘nephew, the dilgraceful captivity of his 
daughter; and th? lo^ erf Bahar, threatened alfo with that of Bengal 
by thc/^Avafibn of the Mharattas at this alarming crilis, did nol 
lofe his intrepidity of mind, but fuftained the llorms of cala¬ 
mity with manly refolufion, and prepared to combat the attacks 
^of misfortune. lie cyjsvcned his principal officers, fome of whom 
he had * reafon to fuppofe connedled with the rebels, being of 
the fame tribes, and dcfired their advice for his condudl in the 
prefent unhappy juncture of his affairs. They unaninumfly de¬ 
clared, that they v/ould loyally obey his commands. He replied, 
jtliat his beloved brother and nephew being (lain, and their 
families plunged in difgraceful captivity, lie found life, under 

W w 2 fuch 

• Seven bundled tlioufand pounds. 
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fuch misfortunes unrevenged, intolerable, therefore knew no re¬ 
medy but to punilh the rebels, or die in the attempt. If the're- 
fore any wiflicd to follow him to this extremity, he would fparc 
nothing to reward themj but neither would lie detain thofe 
who might chufe to quit his fervice, having already received 
more obligations from them than he could repay; and as he 
had refolved to feek death rather tlian lead a difhonourable life, 
but few followers where ncccllary to enable him to obtain the 
former. The chiefs, one and all, exclaimed, that they owed 
“^him inviolable gratitude for his lojig experienced bounty to- 
“ wards them, and had no views but to lacrifice their lives if 
“ ncceflary in his fervice; ” to* perform which, they bound 
themfelves by oath on the Koraun. Mahabut Jung, now con¬ 
vinced of their fidelity, paid up their arrears, and prepared to 
march againft tlie rebels. The ^Mharattas by this time had ad¬ 
vanced from Burdwan, and began to lay wafte within a fliort 
diftance from the capitals but the navob knowing that to fol¬ 
low tlHsfe marauders, who always avoided coming, to aftion, 
would be vain, and give time to the rebels in Bahar to gather 
ftrength, v.^as not to be diverted from his plirpofe. He ftati- 
oned Sowlut Jung at Bogwaungolah, to .preferve the communi¬ 
cation for fupplies open between the Ganges and thd city^ which 
he entrufted to Shawamut Jung, Atta Oollah, and Nowauzufii 
Mahummud Khan, with a body of five thoufand horfe. A 
proclamation was iflued, that he found it neceflary to marclp-^ 
agaiufl. the rebels, though the Mharattas were in the' environs 
of the city and, recommending, to fuch as chofe it, to retire 
witli their families to places of greater fecurity, previous to his 
departure. Mofl of the inhabitants, who could procure convey¬ 
ance, accordingly moved with their families and efifcds acrofs 
tlie Ganges; lb that fcarcc any but the foldiery and poor re¬ 
mained. Having finifiied his preparations, he moved from 
"\maunee Gunge, with an army of twenty tiioufand horfe and 

as 
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as many foot. In order to fccure provilions, he had colleded a 
large fleet of boats, amply laden, to accompany his march up 
the banks of the Ganges. Meer Jaffier on this occafion was 
again taken into flivour, reftored to command, and the office of 
paymafter general. 


Mahabut Jung reached Monghyr without oppofition, except 
in a trifling Ikirmifli with the Mharattas at Bhaugulpore, who 
had marched to join the rebels. Here a meflenger was inter¬ 
cepted with letters from Atta Oollah Khan to the infurgents, in 
which he encouraged them to ftand, and offered to embrace 
their caufe at a convenient opportunity. The navob was Joined 
at Monghyr by fome of the Bahar zemindars and dependants of 
the late Hybut Jung, who informed him, that the, rebels had 
left Patna, and were encamped at Bar, in number about fifty 
thoufand horfe and foot, expecting to be joined by the Mharattas. 


Janojee and Meer Hubbeeb having reached" the vicinity of 
the rebels’ camp, invited them to a conference, at which they 
embraeed the fei^icef of the Mharatta chief, and Shumfheer Khan* 
was inVeffed by with the khelaut of the foubahdary of 
Baliajl^ *■ The next day Meer Hubbeeb viflted Shumfheer Khan, 
who after his audience left him to repofe, but privately diredted 
the guard over the tejjts, when he fhould prepare to^ return to 
his own camp, to djjtain him, as a fecurity for the payment of 
the expenfes he had incurred in levying an army for the fervice 
of the Mharattas, at whofe infligation he pretended he had 
affaflinated Hybut Jung. This fcheme by fome means coming 
to the knowledge? of an attendant of Meer Hubbeeb, he diredt- 
,ed fome of the horfemen who had accompanied him, to leave 
the camp, but to return fuddenly, as if purfued by an enemy, 
and fpread an alarm that the navob's army was in fight; in 
hopes that, by this flratagem, he might fave his mafler from 

the 
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the intended treachery. The horfemen fpread the alarm, as 
directed, and much conhiiion occurred in the rebel’s camp; bat 
notwithftanding the reprefentations of Mcer Hubbeeb, that the 
prefent was no time for fettling accounts, he was not allowed 
to depart till he had paid a confidcrable fum, and given the 
fecurity of merchants for a much greater. This difpute proved 
highly favourable to Maliabut Jung, by preventing tlie Mha- 
rattas from acting in conjundtion. vvith the rebels, as the former 
now rcfblved to watch only an opportunity for plundering either 
army. The following day the navob, oflfered battle to the ene¬ 
my, and, by his ufual good fortune, Serdaur Khan was killed 
by a matchlock ball in the beginning * of the adlion, which in¬ 
volved one half of the rebels in confuhon, and fpread alarm 
through th^e troops of Shumlheer Khan. At this juncture the 
Mharattas appeared. in the fear, hoping to effed: the plunder of 
the navob’s camp, while he was engaged. . Upon Serauje ad 
Dowlah’s reprefenting that it was proper to detach a^ body to op- 
pofe thlfm, he*'replied, “ that he would firft defeat his enemy in 
“ front, and then with cafe difperfe tlie Mharattas.” ‘Having 
' faid this, he* charged the rebels with great fhry, and they fled 
panic-flruck before him. Shumflheer Khan,',being deferted, was 
attacked on his elephant by an officer named Hbbbeelj Beg, 
who flew him, and cutting off his head, brought it to ]\kahabut 
Jung. The Mharattas, feeing the defeat, of the rebels, withdrew 
from the field wnthout frriking a blow, ^nd the navob quietly' 
took pofleffion of the Afghaun camp i which they 'had left 
flanding, with all*their tents and ^ggage, a prey to the vic¬ 
tors. Here the navob found his daughter, the Begum of Hybut 
Jung, and the reft of his fivmily, who had been made prifoners 
at Patna. Having offered up thanks for tins, on his fide, almoft 
bloodlefs victory, and the happy retrieval of his infultcd honour, 
he proceeded to Patn.a, where he diftributed large Aims to the 
religious and ^poor, in gratitude to God for his fuccefs, and 

took 
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meafures for repairiog the Ioffes of government in the late re¬ 
bellion. Havihg fent for the women and children of the prin¬ 
cipal infurgents from Derbunga, on their arrival he lodged them 
in his own haram, treating them with humanity and kindnefs, 
and after a (hort time fet them at liberty. At this time alfo, 
he' permitted the women and family of Mcer Hubbeeb, who 
had been confined fince bis joining the Mharattas, to return to 
him, and iurnilhed them with money, conveyances, and an ef- 
cort for their protedtion ty the eftemy’s camp. Having rel'et-- 
tled the government of Bahar^ he returned triumphantly to 
Moorflmdabad; but, previoully to entering the city, obliged At- 
ta Oollah Khan to quit it, and, as foon as pofliblc, his do¬ 
minions i permitting him, however, to remove with all, his effeds 
and nearly * feventy lacs of rupees, which he had acquired in 
his fervice,. though he had repeated proofs of his having con- 
ipired againft his life and government. Atta OoUah Khan, retired 
into the province of Oude, and was foon afterwards itain, in 
an adioii in the fervice of Suffder Jung againft the Patans of 
Ferokhabad. JarfSjee, the Mharatta chief, after the defeat of 
Shumftieer Khan^ not thinking himfelf equal to Mahabut Jung 
in tlie^fkld,* retired with his army into Midnapore j and foon 
after, oA receiving intelligence of the death of his rnother, march¬ 
ed to Nagpore, leaving, Mccr Hubbeeb with a detaclynetit fo>^ 
ithe defence of Cuttac.^ The navob ftationed a confiderable body 
of troop5 at Burdwan, to watch the motions of the enemy. 

m , . ' 

Mahabut Jung, at the conclufion of the rains, moved again A. II. n6o 
from his capital, in order to drive the Mharattas from Cuttacj A. D. 1747 
and, on his approach, they evacuated the city. He followed 
them from place to place, during the dry feafon, without being 
able to bring them to adioni but on his return to Moorfhud- 

• abad 
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abad, the enemy again obtained pofieflion of die province. Ben¬ 
gal was this year free from their depredations; a point, wliich 
■the navub efteemed an ample reward for the fatigues of his 
campaign. The next year he renewed his efforts, and tiie ma¬ 
rauders evaded his purfuit as ufual; which made the navob 
refolve to canton for the rains at Midnaporc: but buildings we’ "' 
fcarcely creded; when he received intelligence that Scrauje ad 
Dowlah; Jiis favourite grandfon, 'had left Moorfliudab...h ivii’ 
intentions of talcing poffelhon of Patna, which was governe , -u 
his name by Jaunejee Ram, and affuming indepcndance. 

I 

# 

. Mahabut Jung, who loved his grandfon to diffraclion, 
more alanned for his fafety in any opppfition he might rctciv, 
from the governor of Patna, than any ill confequences to ’nn. * 
fclf from the rebellion. He inftantly left his army at Midiia 
pore, and with a fmall force haftened to Moorfliudabad, u'iicre 
he remained otily one day to rcfrelh his troops, and then fol- 
lowed the imprudent youth ; to whom he wrote in terms of 
‘ the greateft affeftion, affuring him that he rheant him .for his 
fucccHbr, and entreating him to return ,tO' his proteilipn. Sc- 
\ Dowlah wrote an infolent reply, iri udilch, he ^ccufed 

* the navob of promoting his uncles to ollices of truft, an^ treat¬ 
ing him only with pretended fondnefs; that he was weary of 
being controuled like a child ; and, fince he would not give, 
liini a iliare in authority^ he was rcfolvcd to feizc what he 
regarded as his juft right. Therefore, he hoped his grandfather 
U’ould not attempt to oppofc him, ^s the confequence muft be, 
that either he would have, his head in liis bofom, or his own 
muft be laid at the feet of the elephant of Mahabut Jung. 
The navob returned for anfwer, that Scrauic ad Dowlah through 
imprudence and want of judgment had caufelefsly accufed him 
of want of rt^gard; for he not only intended him the fuccellion 
to his own dominions, but to the government of the empire, 

could 


' *'* ’'l 

could he obtain it*for lito. He conclud.2d his letter with the 
following ibntetiOeS’ ' ** eagdt £br ''mar- 

“ tyr^om; IsJtonan^''*<W’'thf ihai^r tb*''%w eswiteecls Hm. 

“ In the laft '^ycompired together, fin- diic^' 
is flairi roca^ but Hit^* othc^ by a hietid/’ ' - 

Serauje M t!6wl^B\cn'hk Hirltal near Patna, fumu^d 
governor, a'"^j|uh^itie'up the cit^’‘ «nd 
- ;’!rr to his "ptJ||^j‘‘a<rcmiig him of favour iii cafe bf^hir 
.he uence. The faJ^waS-lt a lofs’how to aft,* being fcaffcl tif^ 

^ his ij^iihoot. orders fijptn the navolv^and 

u j, l^'ll any accident ihould happen to Serauje ad Dew* 

' it he oppof^ Kim; bhl^ at'Tcngth, he ^jpfolved on defend-* 
j!‘ (he city; tifl he fliould hear'''firom ^Mahabut Jung. ^ The;• 
iiiipruticat young man aiEiulted'the tovm wi^out'^delay j* fcut 
Mhac^ee NiJpx khan, the priricipaj -’aiivi^ 'ailed leader^ 6f^^(j“' 
rebellion, bi^j^l^yd early hi’'’the atfiidt|Sn&'felIov?lca’S tied, ' 
Serauje dd Dpwfy^with difB/culty flbcltered hlmfelf in a houlb 
the fubu^sl^ The ^ raja, 'rejdiccd that he had eloped vmlitiiC^' 
immediately feni ib of hi^ principal officers to ai^eAif hii^ 
a. refidenSe' bcfitting^.hi? rank; and by the' perfuafibns ’ b? his 
frlra|L/*he :^n|e^ti;k' to return to hbf gfandfether. .Miihahui; , 
’ Jun^/his cfcape, add ‘ hanrened to Tmeet'hioi.' 
Inileati m'ha received him with'thd-greateft'-^^etS^' 


j»,g 
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tion, ahS a Joy ' jM^ on weakj^fifs, as’it txii0t 

Dow lah' exert "the he" 
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Dow lah' .exert he 90 M/,:"fi#' tb ■''■ 

his d|ifemdit and^i^bdoar;0Thb ‘ i^o^^lla#^'*"|belit a levV 
days "at retm-hed with M' ' td' hdoOfthtidabadl 

butdS* the 'ah'^wSmiitting jfever, wl|i<:h 

c<?hiGnu<|i:;^&''u|^rt hjnh.’’'''jcyti'hfe recovery, hb marched ^Sga&il' 

y4 thc.'ja^vince of Cattoc,‘iiiid,-*'as 

uih^, taring them jtb a ‘decS$ve enga»6nttt#fpent 

the; ^*®di|pbs !m purling ^ffc£em.* :dol(h place 
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two* following years Vere cxftended in the <ame defultory war¬ 
fare, when at length boHi parties,’ h«h% tired of war, Ix^an equally 
to wilh for ^ ’a«X)fonk«ittion ^of their difpotnl, j^dahabttt Jung 
yielded to the Mharattas the province Of Cuttac* and agr<«d to 
pay annually twelve l»;ks of as foxi of Bengd. 

' The navob, by* this petu% htiS^' 0 ed froKO nil his crietnies^ 
gradually difcbargcd h’h ^fophclkfoutl tro<^‘%!ld employed^ him- 
felf in encouraging his people to tt^build ‘ ttw’jhlti&'ges had 
' been ddlroyed, and cultivate the lan^li in ‘‘no^y dillridts, long 
wa{&* from the' defortran of the fohl^^hiits during the repeat¬ 
ed •invafions. FVom tlw period \ve 'find Jtidflbing ftnnarlcable in 
his life, the itinHigider of 'his being uiuntcrropted 

by vicifiitu^,. As. he'^h«l chofeii Scraaje ad'*&owlah for his 
I'ucceflbr, be laiierly entrulled him with a power, which was 
too often empk^ed for the deftru£tion of thofoi, ♦ againft whom 
he had any piquev ^ was jealous of their ^||sBnnent, Houf- 
^4bia KooUee Khan and his brother, the fav^^ea of his uncle 
Shawamut Jdng, he adaflinated, and put to ^death other perfons 
of rank, without being puniihed by his gjandfethecf which a^te 
of cruelty oftranged fiom- him foe niinfo* of foe pmple, and 

prepared the way for his own future deftrudituu 

» ■* 

, • * •' 

□.1755. In foe yeal‘1tit59 died Shawamut JttiJg, nephew to foe navob, 

and fon to Haj« Ahmud. He polfodeU nwoy good, qualities, 
and was mufo efteOmed by the people for his demency, and cha¬ 
rities to tlje friendlefi. and pool?. ‘His death ips fpe^ly followed 
by that of his brother Sowhit^Jung, who4t4d'for ihany years go- 
V erhed the diilriift of Poennea, With credit nrhlmfolf and ikusfotftion 
to the iniwbitanife;, his mhfortuhe at Cuttal: liavii^ corredled the 
warmfo of his ^^ofttion, and tau^ 'hfoa, prufosbee and huma- 

> < nity 

r 

The Mharattab ftill keep up this clAim^ bu^ fince Itbu death of Seraoje axi 
J)o’wlah, it has not been paid. 
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luty. Both thc^ priocet^ ar^ wcllj^^ipoken of hjr^hc jiatives of 
Bepgal, and thpia matotoy $lvivamut Tun^ di<«d Vitli- 

aod So^ttt Jung Ion orAy ofl^jCjni F^W^S??®®***** ^ 
hia governmoott Shokut.Juiigi hut wa»£hortly 

depoibdand jj^cmlin Sa»^ ^ Dow^. 

• F 

4 

rJVfahahut JttDg did, ttot loog ^rvire, the deatJi of his ne- 
phtjFa. fo the year , of/ hi? ag;^ heing fcized with a 

drop'fy>< he Coikat diya tp the, advice oT Jbis phyii- 

piaosj bat finding'jn^ghig thaJ;*at* 
his time of .a not 0 , pe expected, refrained 

from medicine^ and reht^ ledger (o follow any regimen. The 
expectations dS^iii deaj^ ,oi|afi(d ,g;ft!at« difptitss among his rela-» 
tions. His.eldm daughter* UotxfiNti^ ifiegum* widow.jofi^wdmut 
Jung, retired with her treafores (p • MQOteej<i«|> and diftributed 
arge films ,a^(Xig the ftdlpwcrti^of her^llte'%|lfi>and, in hopos 
that they woiald fppport her againfi her nepKaV Scranje ,ad Dow- 
lah on her &thi^s demHd!’ Such poli(^ was oaify^ the infiuence 
of her declining fgrtane. When Mahabut Jung/^as’indjis laft 
agoniesj * fome of lua women defired he. would rcccM^dpiend them 
to the care of his .intended fucodTor; but the nayob knowing 
his baa» qualities, obfervedr fmiling tp them* that if he for 
throe dN^ys flionld behave dutifully *to his grandmother, then 
they might entertain'hopes of j his tenderaefi.." ,/Shortly this, •• 
hedepaued to the dwie-mercy, on die ninth Rcjib, 1169, A. 0,1756. 
after a government of fixteen years over ti^ th^e provinces of 
Benl^h Bahar, and Orili^. tie wasJhuried >the following night, 
near, the tomb uf^ miPther in gjardeq of Kliooih Bang. 

* ‘ ,, iSf X ^ “ Thou 

* A conntry near hlbordiudibad. The princlpsl buiJcling ftands in a 

p'cee of Water 'IhfoM^'or Pearl 4 ake If'-wai ercAed by "^hawatnut 

Jung, a .d It a ftately pi!e^ being ornatnoxed wUh warty pillars of blacfc marble, 
brought from the of Gour or liucnowty, the ancicnc capital of Bengal. 




.aigTOi^x 

** Thou ^idii; guide wp, 0^ Lor^ ^e vira^ among ,tfajr,j[crv 
« , ants, O forgive ofences,' ^ thou ait pod pcrcifuU" 

i Miahabut Juiig from ^rjy you^ was^ pot addidea lo 
idle plegiure^i 4$^wiPe» Or ^^^ppiates^ mu£ic> ^or the co^pajiy 
of courtezans. He was ngular ^ his ^deifotions/ and aiTiduot^y 
abdained from all things ibr^dden hy die divme law. He ge- 
aerally role two hours befip^da^, aqd ablution and |)r%>er, 
drank cotfee with hi; felefi companions, A| break he gave 
• pablic audience;, when,^ fcommand^rj of/his aijny. the.civjJ 
officers, and perfons^ ft ah ranks ^ho had , any appfications 
to make, were admitted witjiput: repve to fet forth their bufi- 
•neft, and received fatiSi^^Own from ,W, bounty. *At the expi¬ 
ration of .two hours, he reared to a private apartment, where 
fuch only as wem invited came, Thcfe were generally his ne¬ 
phews Shawamilt "^ung, .and Sowlut Jung, lus grandfion Serauje 
ad Dowlah,*and ptirdcalar friends. Pieces of poetry were now 
, recited, or hiftory or asecdotes read him j and fomeumes he 
even amu&if himlcjf with giving dir&itions ^to his cooks, who 
prepared viftiials before him according to his* palate, l^hc offi¬ 
cers of different departments, if ncccliary, ^alfp came for orders. 
He then fat down to eat with his faends, and mpy 'ihlired the 
bounties of his table. ‘W-hen the meal was over i^e company 
retired* ui repofe, At,this time, a always atfraJed to 

rclaie fome amufing narrative. He generally rofe about an hour 
after mid-day, performed his devotions, and. read in the Koraun 
till near four. After faying the, prayer; for that time, and drink¬ 
ing a draught of water cooied wkh jpe or fqJitpctre,' he received 
fevcral learned men, llh, whofe- company hif,ild[aily, 4cnt an hour* 
hearing them *dilieufr points of divim^ ami W for his infbrma- 
ation. When they retired, the officers of the reveaiue, with Jug- 
gutt Sect, his banker, were admitted, and gave him the intelH- 


i 


• “t , 


gcnce 


* Commonly ukt} in ladis to UROtiette, 
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ggice received ffein f'hely und every provinte df the empire, 
alib of each of his *own government, when he i^aed 

im orders to {hem as a^Fairs required. An hour pailed in tills 
ttijinner, ^nd*foiiid^mes his'near relatji^ Were allowed Co be 
prefent. By fhi^ fet in, light# were brought, and 

with them certaiff *jcileins and buffoons. Who efttertained him with 
their- rcpwiees on' each other for a {hort dme. He tlien retired 
to prayers,* after'Vhich he fa^ in privacy wfth his own Begum, 
to receive ftie^Vifits* of uear female relations, till nitte oSclock. 
The Wonieh then drafted, and linen were admitted who had > 
bulinefs. with him, tjdl he retired to iieep, generally rarly, and 
without eating. In ftiis manner he palfed nis time^ having ftated 
hours for every employment. He was unequalled in las benevo*- 
lence to his relations, ftiende, and former acquaintance m his lower 
fortunes, parrfcularly to' tholit who had (hewn him the ftnalleft 
iundnefs when he was diftrefted at Dhe^'^h haS youth, (ending 
for them qr '^ir ’'childi^ to his court, ahd inferring favours 
^ipon-them beyond their expeftaiion. The peoplb at large dur¬ 
ing his life experienced ftich care and fetisfadtit^ifeom his gen- ^ 
tie adminiftration, as could not be exceeded by the indulgence 
t)f a mr ^nt j while'nt'the lame time the loweft of his officer'^ 
grew flfck in his fervice. He was intelligent in all a£&irs, and en¬ 
couraged*'the defeWing bf every -profelBon. Affkljl© in manners, 
wife m ftate ^ courageous as a«general, he poftclTed allb 

every noble quality. When the French’ genetal* Mr. Buff/, after 
the death of ‘ Nafir Jung, to him in pompous terms of his 
viftoiy, and recommended die fatftory of ‘ Chandernagore to his 
protedion, he reflefted upon the of difpofition between 

his intended fuccefe Serauje-ad Dowlah, whofe enmity to the ' 
^)nglifti he was apprifed And the unfortunate foubahdar of 

' DckJt in; 

♦ 

> • 

* Nafir Jung was Nlram of Oeltkan. He was Airptiaed and ILun m r 
confpirac) of lu^ aflifted by the French, in the year 17S.5. 

“ Belonging to the French in Bengal* 
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Dekkan; at the fame time £iying, ** ife feared that after his death 
the Europeans would become mailers of many parts of Hindooilan." 
Muilapha Khan, his' principal general, had endeavoured tQ> pre¬ 
vail upon him to exflMi iQngli^ irotn Calcutta, and ieiae 

their wealdt; but i^eiving' no anfwer ,Co hi^* advice, urged it 
again,* through the navob’s nephews, Sowipt Jung and Shawamut 
Jung. Mafaabut Jnng repimed ho anfwer, but flwrtly after laid 
in private to the latter, ** My dhild, MuHafha Khan is a.fol- 
** did-, and wilhcs us tp be^conilantly of his lervkei 

** Isut how came you to jtMB in hi/‘ i^ueftt VFluit, have the* 
** Engliih done again|(l me, 'thet; l.lhhuld ufe them ill P It is 
■ ** 'now difficult to extingui0i fire oh hindf but ‘Ihould the lea 
** be in flames, , cah' put theip. out ? l^ever Uftcn tb fucH 

** advice ds his, the cMBfeqaences would be faial.**. 


.* An attudiso (o ’the dm. 


8'EflAtTJE 

* . 
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SBI^UJE AD DOWLAH. 



SeRAUJE ad Dowlah, ^/ter the cuftomary mouraing, having 
affumed the ipufnud <?f his grandfather without oppofit^^n, fent 
a party of his troops to remo^ Goofeety Begum, his aunt, from 
the palace t^f Mooteejeel to a plaice of fecuiiHfr, and to coufit. 
cate her effJ^s. Her adherents, who had received, large fojma 
from her %) oppofe his* pccelSon, deferted^her immediately on 
the death of M^but Jung, except a iew^ who alfo were fo 
alarmed when the palau?® was farroUjRde^ as to be incapable of 
refiftance. Mcer Nuzzer Ali, wJk) had been h^ dteef adviifer 
and confidant, ha^g bribed the officers of th§/party to make 
his peace with the riavob, left the. Begum, whole per£bn was 
confined* and- her treafOres fbized. Senuije ad Dowlah dilplaccd 
many ^Jf the officers 'of government, and filled their places witli 
young men, the* cotnpamons of his pleafures. He fteated the 
fervants of the late navoj^, moftly perfons advanced in years, with, 
fuch flight and difrefpgil, as gave them great offence, and eftranged 
them from his interelt. Not long after ,his accefiaon, he march¬ 
ed towards Raujomahal, with a defign to difpoffefs his coufm 
Shokut Jung of the piovincc of Poorpea; but‘was diveited from 
his purpofe, by inlbrmation that Kilben Boollub, fon of Rauje- 
boolluh, dewan of Shawamut Jung, had fled to Calcutta, and 
was iproteCfed by the EngUlh, Mr. Drake, the goyernor, hav¬ 
ing refuild to deliver him up at the demand of the navob's 
officers. Upon this he returned fuddenly to* the cifpital of Moor- 
fliudabad. 


Serauje 
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£eraujc ad in wboie b|^n tbe vapo^)r of prido bad 

arifcn, and xnad« .jljjjpti, wander l:he ,patb of caution and 

forbearance, havbg refolvod quardling with was 

tortured the fire of h^puticnce. Tbe companions and cdd 
fervmits of Mahabut Jtmg durft jnot breathe a r^monftraneq^ in 
his prefence, and mmy» &om the jdegtjl^On, they bad under- 
gonc^and tbe advai|C«n»ent of low per^ns,, ^ij(jbed the ovci tlirow 
•of his power; (o that no oiiO him, pix^« advice, nor did 
be afk It* Thofe who Were his jOounfeliors and J^yourites, were 
ujoflly rath, and Weak of nnflerftanding* unacquainted with the 
rules of policy, and infiifuat^d with their fudden promQUon, or, 
icgarduig oppofition ft> his WiU as defiruftive to their own in- 
tciefi, did not daro .to him* 6’eranje ad ^Powlah was 

a weak man, void of ufefiii. qualities, and intoxicatq^ with youth 
and prolperity. Thj probable confcqupbccs of any iflfcafurc en¬ 
tered not into his mindi and the hearts of the tuen of un- 
derfiand ing about himgWcre inflamed with difguA a^ his unrea- 
Yonable the*'fflf|jS(fte' WUh the Engltfli might have been 

fettled cafily ^negotiation. There was no^caulb fur kindling 
the flames of tyarj but as providence ^had'decreed the downfall 
of the iainiiy of Mahabut Jung, and other .great calamities, the 
reins of government over Bengal, Bahar, andtOrifla, which form 
an extcnl^c cmpire^'feU into the hands of two weak and ty- 
lannical youths, Saaujc.ad PowUh ajj^ Shpkut Jung, who in 
the end luffcrcd for their crimes, .f* 

m 

• ** . . 

To pfocted, Strauje ad Dowlah in the beginning of Ram- 
zaun marched towards Caicutta; and the Englifh, who had no 
^ur<i to oppofe him in the field, retired ui|o their fadory to 
dckml thcmfelvcs. Their outppfH were fooB token by the navob, 
wlio had a great army; and Mr. I^ake, the governor, being 
(Iruck with a panic at the ftate of his affairs, faw fafcty only 
in flight. Without informing the whole of his countiymen of 

. his 
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his.intentioijy hfi flfid with & few peribtid. The re- 

nuiodar* out of xt^ard to their honour, * ibi^t ^rhile they had 
any anunumttoQj, preferring ‘ deuth to dUgracefid life, and drank 
the* fherbet of diflbltttion ivith heroic valour. Sqpie belhg over- 
cotne# feS:'ptitbners *|Hto' the hand o^providehce. An invaluable 
treafure m mon^ ard ddfedte waa plundered- jfiOin' the ware- 
hoitfee of t3),e * Coh^}any^ the BiigldH," Hindtfo, and Armenian 
merchants, by the iol^Uers ahd h>Ih>w«trs of che'eamp ^ but Serauje 
ad ^owkh acquired tvothing hh conqueft, hut the feeds 
of his deftrtK^ton, Havu%*remaine(i a "few days ai|; Calcutta, he * 
retq^d to the capital, ‘feftvmg' Ihe "coihinand of fete place to 
Manoeck Chond* dew4n df five ^ja oit tifiirdwan, a weak and 
cowardly petfon, whd had ipven proof of his" ^acheiy by de-* 
ferting Mahabut Jung whdn he'Wsdtdirounded hy the "Mharattas.'* 
' ♦ ' , 

Soon afebr the conqueft of Calcutta, %rah|e ad Dowlah march¬ 
ed ai^unft his coi;^it Sh6kat‘'|uQg, the'fejedauf ,of 'Poonieah, 
whom he reduced Wife littic oppofifion, and ac^uii^ a great 
acc^flion of treafure and territory by his viftory. He returned 
triumphantly to his capital j but his fortune was liow at the 
higheft. It is fee eftamifeed culhwn of this world, that when 
any thing has reached' fee point of perfcdion, it begins to de- 
’cay, and hnally hecofees annihilated i fo as to leave not a trace 
for enquiry behind it. An mltaOce of this trufe, and Ihd catifH 
o^ Serauje ad Do wish's -ruin, .may be feeh in the following 
pages. , • 


Mr. Drake, -fee governor of»having efoaped on 
board a feijg^wife feme gentlemen,' rtnredto Madrafs, and ofeer 
Bnglifhmen,. employed in merchandi e in various parts of Ben¬ 


gal, alfo foond'^ lAiians to efcape feom fee counuy. At thi> 
time,. cbioaeF Clive commanded' fee company’s forces in the 
Von. II* » ' ' V'* Y 'y* •' * province 


* A confiderable cUviHon of fienga!* 
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proyince^of Arcot, which hs had refcued from tlic ^nds’ofthc 
French, it w^l agreed^ by, the. government of Madrafi, that 
he 'fliould repair 'Svith A force to Bengal, and endeavour to re¬ 
gain of Calcutta, cither by force, or payment ,of a 

funi of money. Being arrived -vyith his trcjpps in the' rim, he 
caft ibc^or^i and as the of thiji, EilgThh arc very cautious, 

wife,, and valiant, having ient pfopo^Is accommodation to 
Seraujc ald jpowlah, he enjtteated^ hi$ forgivencj(s,of IVTu Drake's 
fkults, and oflpired fopic lacs of rupees* on condition of Ifcifig 
allowed to occupy the as foanierly. Serauje ad Dowtah 

was^he moil inc6niiderate then* and his nminiflers wetc weak, 

and ignorant of the abj|ilifi|$ ■. of the JBnglidi. 'T he 

Intelligent had fto pot^qr r p£%ing tl^ advice/ and the tlucf 
•(pen of the country, virii^ifd t hii min, wearied out with his op- 
preflions'. If- any .One did offer an opinion cdpti^ry to the navob’s,. 
he and hia fooiiih copf anions, intoxicated with conceit, treated 
it fo *dtfdainfuUy as repent, and refolve on iilence 

. in future. . bio anfwcr wks returned, and at length * colonel 
Clive, tjred of delay, and leaving obtaindd information of >thc 
cbaradlers of ihe rulers of Bengal,^refolvcd*on war. He* anchor¬ 
ed his fhips oppofite the rcfid^nce of Manijeck Chund, and be¬ 
gan to play, his artillery,, whiep caufing confw^n among the 
enemy, liic ItP^d his foj ces, and attacked ^ them. Manneck 
Chundv unable to fled with’his army, and the colonel, 

liaviug taken poffclHon of the factory and tovvn, exahetl tlie 
llandards of viflory.; Serauje •ad Dovvlah,' upon intclHgencc of 
♦this, was awakened a little from his ‘ dumber, ot conceit, and 
prepared to march .on^l puisifli the Bnglilh. 

i V 

Serauje ad Dowlah had fpent-two months and* twenty twEo 
days in the enjoyment of pleafure, when at once,^ ^e meafure 

of 

* 

t 

“ TI>c author tnakrs.no mentiM of Admiral Watfon^ Colonel Clive being 
' r^rdccccl by the natives as chwf i»f the £ngiti(h» ‘ ^ * 
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of.hls crimes being full, the figns of hw downfal appeared. On VovfmVer, 
Monday the twelfth of Rubby al Sani, 1170, he marched A. 0.1756. 
from hb capital^ towards Calcutta,' and haVmg enCfiinpcd .ja the 
vicinity of that city, fijjne days Huffed m (IctrnulhLng with the ene¬ 
my. 'SThe Knglifli jppened a ne^iation, with a view to find out 
the ftate-of his Arq^, telVing intentions of attempting a furpri/e by 
night. Under pretil^' of a Wlfkge to Senanje ad Dowlah, they 
fcn^ • two ‘perfons of their^ own iiatioA, poffe/ifed of the quali¬ 
ties of valour, quidk plbrccption, /pemory, and judgment, who 
'having obferved the* fittjJttlbn of the navob’s tents, might cofh-* 
mifc particulars to the titaftny "of their remembrance j -.nd they 
well performed their comumiffion. I. forget whether’ it, was the 
fame'night, or one or afiter, that the Enghth, being ready 
for the attach, embarked a body of riieir troops in *boSfts, and 
proceeded cautioj^tfly up the river to the Hurts, bf the camp, 
where they urtkited till aBbut half boiR be^e day. Thw,, 
having entered in the bekr W <he line, they marched on firing^ 
without intermiflion, while thofe who remained *m the boats 
did the iatoe as they ifell down the river. Great daughter was . 
made among the troops of the navob. Dolte Mahummud Khan, 
a gcriblraJ of rank ,an<f merit, was .wpunded. It was reported, 

4 »at the EngUih intended ■ if poilihle to ^ carry off. Seraiije ad 
Dowl5rh''prifonerj'bht. at this time a thick fog covered the 
camp, which fender<*d it hard to. diliihgullh pserfonv dlofe to 
each other,' lb tliat^thcy miffed the quarter of lus tents, and 
marched another Way, t|ie navob by this, acepideqt cfcaping cap¬ 
tivity, The En^ilh regained jhe town in fai^ty. Scrauje ad 
Dowlah 'knd his cowardly army, l&e akriil of this night, 
to them a lymbol of the laft day, loll the powers of their 
minds, which v'ttte, dyerwhclmcd Vith terror and affright. Judg¬ 
ing it dangiMOihS'' to remain ilongcr /o near the .cityv tlic navob 


lommoned his fariter in law, Mahummud Eerudb Khan, and 

• . Y jr 2* ^ ' * other 


« 

* 'Watts and Scrafton. 
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’ other cjiiefs, to cqpfuU'on future {Mroceedln^; who, obfervipig 
hi» terror, advife(i*,jihe removal of this camp to a gtCiiter diftance, 
and to odor terms of imocmmobdlulon, which co^el was imme*> 
diatfily. easccuted. The Euglilh, feeing the alar^ of.the navch, 
fk>w 4 deQianded a compen&tion *fof dieir plundengd by 

bis army when he took Calcutta j whidh» j^er much.negotia- 
tiofii was agreed to* and Seraujettsf^ )[>Qudaii gave up iix dif- 

trids in the vieimty of as a fecuriQr tUl the ,lhm 

fettled Ihould be paid A treaty hamng beeC ratified,and all 
afi^irs fetded, throUghi*the medium of’<Mr# Watts, S^rauje ad 
Dowiah retumed^to li^xibtiM^ and now reflededopon what 
in die days,of his pride-tfes bad*Acv«r fconfidered* trem¬ 
bled for his fitiuuian*, and svas . irre^ilute how ''so regulate his 
condud. .Xiaving bqc^e aibanned and lepentant <£ ibme of his 
vices, he at leng^^ fimnd otH! that there wa|’ a Gpd. Dofle 
,,MahmmnUd Khan cure of his wounds to 

^Ba^ami Meer Jafifier Knan, Vis^n Doolubram, and other old 
^diicers, he dnmd dhalfei^b^ to his peribn, and wiilicd to ex- 

. tinguilh the flames their dilloyalty> but knew not bow to ef- 
•fiwa It. He had no tefolution of has own,'or might either have 
bound them to his intereft., by a rcncwdl of fiivour, and* kind • 
nefe,’ or have put thfua to death, and raifed up minifiers capa¬ 
ble of condudlhig the aflairs of his govermpent. He' had no 
ttdvifm free fitom 'felf-intcrcfe to peidhadfi him* to employ the 
experienced fervauts of Mahabttt Jun|f in preference to thcmfelves. 
Or of* lenfc to know that feom his prolperi^ theirs 'would allb 
be derived. * From thefei retdbfis,, he woUd at One time, when en- 
mged with paflicn, oi^er d&^a to be piiiar^ againfi the houfe 
of Meer JaSer Khan, or commend X>o<^bmn to obey his 
favourite* Moin X<aah, or St^ with contemptupds 

,,threats. ... . * . 
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, At this Ei^lilh having taken the fa€toi7 of Chan- 

demagoro fioiS Mr.‘ Law> with a band of foldicrs 

bmI fome aitill<^» bavkigtidBsajned" in»n the enemy« ibught j^- 
te^nn at McM^hodabad* aii^' o^red his feryices to Sei^uje ^d 
Dovtkh, who 'itadUf riilleived him. Upon this |he Englhh, 
<Htk«r at the iilil%atid]n'of''the dla^i^dled chiefs, or of thair ovm 
accord re|)re(e&ted'!hitongh iheir agent> that as thjgre was a treaty 
fuhfiftiiig feetweett them adid.thi^ by the articles of which 

.the friends or ehcmies ^ either vr$tc to be confidered as 
fach by both, he adled'(SontTary tc; it' tiy receiving the French*, 
with whom they wem 4 r'v^« * Tfae^&avob advifbd with Mr. 
Law Jidw to aft if who ob^eth ihat lif indeed he aflifiied his 
nation againft the- Erijglifh eomftpy in the field, it would Be 
a breach of treaty / bat that it< Could be none £af him, who 
entertained thoufiuids of‘every* caft,.if he kept-a lew French¬ 
men alfb m-his fencice. ‘ An anfWtr find l e e to^thls Was convey- 

^ I * 

od to the Ei^li^ .whd^- however, tehewed dieir remmifiTaoces 
at the infti^tuioh' & the ’^Me&cd$ and thefe perfons under 
pretence Of regard .to his welfare,* obfcrved, that to.,.^rrel. 
wi£h Ac Engllfh for^the fiikc of a few diftr^bd- Freiyhmen 
'was unwilh,' and sfrotdd occafion * much confiilion. At length, 
SerfUjc ffll Do^rlah dotaimandefl -^r. Iaw to retire to Patna*. 
*Mr.' Law^ at 'tajcifi^ leave told ^ihn, that mofit of his ciiiefs 
► were (KfitlFcaed to his Jjerfod,' and leagued »with .the EngHfii 
in intentions to depofe him* which wzi tfae>caufc5)f advifing 
his difiniilion t thkt*'dn *hisl>'depattnre him at 

variance with the EngTiifh dnd which they could 

not pfibdt while'<he'rwnaxned to tilHi: Sertftije ad Dowlah* 

felt the troth ' e^bfervation, bur was too (itoid to keep him 
*at hi^ ca|»kah^ >1ile toltdSll him. when necefiaryji but 

Mr. Law find* ^ 1 know we ihall never nftet again.” After 
his * departure, the navob’^ deputes with Mcer Jafiicf, Doolub- 
hm, and other. chiefs, arofe to greater heights,* inlbmucfi that 
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they* with JugguH Sect* being in{ fear of theif lives, fefolvad, 
in * onler to fave thcmfelv<bs, to cfFcsSt hi6 deftruiftion. Goofeety 
Begum ajfo,, who hated Serauje ad D«wlah, and. was irntated 
atyhis fSiisiirt hqr treafureiS and edate;:, uf^d every m^afts to 
excitS the i^fehtment of hca* friends *hi.n, and^ to procure 

theif a6^dance for IMeer’'Jadicr, whonji* me allb ftipplied with 
large fums of ijioncy, which flic had iibereted b}» meps t)f her 
eunuchs and female attenditnu.' m ^ ' "* . 

. «i]s n ^ V • 

* ♦ • 

^ecr Mahummud Khad^ and ^he other chiefe agreed, • 

that the hireft midio'S of deO^ng. ad, Dowlah, would 

be io- excite the Ehgli(h him. With this view, Juggutt 

Sect employed |iis agent;,',AW«e« fchjind, a principal merchant of 
Calcutta, Dbolubitim fonie |)ferlbn, 'and^ Jaflier Khan, Ameer 
Beg, who had ^ame Connection w^ith the Englifli, to,whom he 
,had been o? fervicc When their fiiCtbry was taken. Thefe per- 
fons reprcfentcd, the outrageous condni^ of ,ihe navob to dieir 
principals, and^the gentral defire ofj, the provinces, for his rc- 
. inova|. , Thev even produced & jvritteil requefl to the Englifli, 
that tliey would match for^this purpofe, ^a^, by a little trou¬ 
ble, deliver a world from lytttany and oppreffionj jfor* which they* 
sihould receive * three corotes of rupees, arid other favours. Jbe 
particulars of the navob’b cruelties to Gooliwty Begum and.othcis/ 
vutc alfo’difplaytd, and the paper Was attefted under the ftals • 
' i thole perfons who fufierbd injuries. , • i 

• 'v ^ . • * 

The Englifli, who ate t^egualled in valour and fentimer^t, 

*' and who is itidiat does not with for conqjueft’l) uj^^n intelligence 
of tliefe ciredmfl^auces, determined on w af With ficrai.je ad Dow- 
lah ; but as it is their cuftoinl and indeed* of cveiy ^wife peo-* 
pie, not to break “with any one without a rcaft'n afligned, doubt- 
lets {hey gave pne to liirn, of whjlfh I am not iwormed. It 

was, 

• « 

* Three millions' ilerill^. 
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v^oJi, moft probabl/i -that of his delay in payment of money fet¬ 
tled by treaty for the lofles.at the gapture ofr Calcutta. 

• ♦ ' 

• - 4 

War. being refelved citi* colonel Clive, known here by Ihc 
title of Sttbut Jung* prepared to marchj upojx intelligence of 
which,* Sirapje ad Dowjah, overwhelmed with dread, tried, when 
too l^d, to reconcile his dependant's,, who pretended to be at¬ 
tached to his,perfon,.the^better ttj cover their own deligns. He 
dispatched Dc^lubram, .with 'die greateft p^ of his army, to 
throw up intreachments at flafley1. jwt!^ he fpent his time* in 
fecret negotiation? with,,the Engliih, ‘ipML.lccuring the troops in 
his ow^ intereftyand tliat of Jafficr Ail KhaOi who, renewing 
his attetidjnce at the durt»r,»and apparently reconciled to. 

Serauje, ad .Dpwlah, found means^ ,by prdmifes dnd. other me¬ 
thod, to‘draw over moft of the omcers‘about the navob’s per- 
fon ia his defigns# fo that ^yery feyr rem^e^ loyal. Upon in¬ 
telligence of colonel,, havaig 6<^tm his match from 

Calcutta, 3emujc ad Dowlah reludtantly, his heirt divided with 
hoj-ie and terror, moved from Munfoor Gunge to PlalTey, where 
the Englilh, at the * utmoft not ejccceding jtlirce t|*oufand men, * 
natives and Eurppejins; ftioftly On Thurfday, the fifth 

of Showaul/ i,iyo,'the flames' of^ttle were lighted up. As a.D. ifso, 
.Europeans, and the ^Engliih in partictdar, are celebrated for ttie 
Ikilful management of artilleiy, colonel Clive began ,his attack 
witJ 1* a cannonade, fo unremHted and inftantancous,^‘as confound- 

I * < » * 

ed the fight of his oppofers, and overcatiie their fdculties of 
hearing,.••Meer Jafficr Khan anjCl.JdS ,^0Cii^tes in treachery be- 
'hcld the enemy at. a diftance^ poin injury; but Meer 
Muddun and others^ ready tp lacHnee 4 ieir lives or acquire vic¬ 
tory, bravely opppfed the enemy, 't'hey wem,. however, unable 
to charge from* the violence of*the cannonade, but kept refo- 
lutely, though flowly^ advancing, till at length they gaincil the* 

Grove of Flafieji; and, it .is faid, that colonel Clix e, not cx- 

jiedling 
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peAing’fucli. refiftanfcef “ abufed AfliAen Cbund* and’ accufed'^^fm 
of treachery, fayia|;, he' Ijad reprefented the‘ ztiny oF 

« Seraujc ad Po^kK''as*"(aifaffca^ mt nowfdic^ 

«* contrary appeared ttieir ^valiant' oppaht^Jh:’’ *’Xmd8h 

Ch\tnd replied, ** Aat ' tjrc"^^refent eo^y was Mud- 

** dun and a few chiefs, i^ho were feithfel to*the*‘r£ivobj but 
•* when he was routed, the truth of Jus ffipn^ntatipns •would 
«« aftpear.*' During iSVcng©‘’*’was ^decreed 

for the crimes of '^r^d M'*l^^^'^Meer Muddtin, wha was 
truly bi^ve„^iri^ diiixmiftd tl^e heart, re¬ 
ceived a Wortal iHc' yvas^j carried 

inune^tely to the nW^^^iift^lhaviftg Utterfa’a few ex-, 

preftive of Ipyaltj^i 'imS|^ra^his foul* to'the Creates of life, 
Seraujc ad'Dowl&h by hS'lpis was/ 1 nv 6 lved in'cielp|tf. ‘Hav¬ 
ing font for iVld^r' Jaffier# rl^ifed fotne tjyiie obey 
the fumtopns, flw n)ij.Vo^'m a$j^ ^tefoas bought his protec¬ 
tion; and, 1 h^yiT heat^*^0ii^*^tsdriii|g me tvnbari from 1:1^ own 
heatf, '|ie placed alif tlie J^«t of Jaflier, frying, l^novf 
«» truly repent of .any btlAvfour 'towards you, and offer your 
obligations to Ma^bot J^g>' my gj;andi^er, and our re- 
** lattonihip,* as icft^r^filonq^' your forgivdtidis., 1 now^ regarp 
“• you as holding his plac^and 'beiecch, for pardoij to yt^ 
Have, conjuring you to as. becomes y^bur chara^cr as a 
** defeendant froift the prophe;^ apd your ancient 'bhligatibps, in 
« defending** my lijfe and lepu&ion.” Afeer Jaj^r Khaii, judg-' 
ing this a fit opportufn^ to complete his ti^acheryi advifed^ 
tlul .as but little of' thfe’ day )was i^emaining, [the troops fliould 
be recalled tp their tents', an^ protnife^\ij^' die, morning to re- 
pulfc thfc'enet^yi![J^ Seraujc ad Dowjati urged his fears of another 
night attack j hht Jaffier’ aflu^g him ,hfe wotdd guard iigainit 
.it, he fent otders to hb cfew^iMoih Hfuil, who had accom¬ 
panied Weer ^ Mudilpn, aprf was cpga|ing ^ enen30> to 

return to the *cdmp. The '^^ewan fent for anfwcr, that the’pre- 

fent 


0 
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ftiiit was not a time for retreat, for, if he fiioukl retire, alarm 
would fpreaj[ among the troops, who v/onld probably fly in 
confufion. The navob a fecond time advifed with Jaflier Khan, 
who infilled oh the retreat of tlie dewan, or he would not 
iidl; upon which he repeated his orders, and Moin Laal rc- 
ludljantly obeyed. 

I 

When a man's ill fortune prevails, he does that which he 
Ihould not. The troops, as had been forefeen, conflruing the 
return to camp into defesy:, began tp fly in great number*.. 
Scrauje ad Dowlah feeing this defertion, much alarmed Ly tlie 
enemy in front, but much fnore apprehenfive of thole about 
his perfon, at length left the camp, about half an hour be-, 
fore funfet, and arrived early the next morning at Munfuor 
Clunge. Here, though he belbught his attendants to remain 
with him till he could prepare for cfcape, and fix on fome 
{'roper place of refuge, he could not prevail, but was deferted 
by numbers. Even his wife's father, Mahummud' Eeruch Khan, 
though the navob begged him to flay and collcdl troops, cither 
to defend him where he was, or accompany him in his retreat, 
refilled, and hallcued ,tc'*his own hoii{^e at the city of Moorfliud- 
abad. As a lall reiburce, the navob opened the doors of hL 
•trcaibry, and diftributed large fums to the foldicrs, who received 
his bounty and deferted with it to their homes. Animmenfc 
film uas thus, to him unprofitably, expended. He was un¬ 
generous when he lllould have been liberal, and opprellive to 
mankind, and now law the conlequenccs of his crimes, fufter- 
ing in his own perron for the calamities he had inflicled upon 
others. Having remained till night at Munlbor Gunge, and 
finding himfelf almoll deferted by all* he took with him his 
iewcls and fomc other valuables upon elephants, and with Lootf 
.il Nifla Begum, and two or three fiivouritc women in covi 
cd carriages, quitted his palace about three in 4;he moriniig, 
VoL. II. • Z 2 a-.d 
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and haftened to Bogwaungolah, where he embarked upon the 
Ganges, with the defign of feeking refuge in the f<^ct of Patna. 
In this proceeding he was alfo imprudent ; for, had he kept the 
land, and called the jemmautdars of the villages to his aflift- 
ance, they would have efcorted him in fafety, in hopes of being 
rewarded, and he wbuld have been joined by numbers of his 
troops, when recovered pf their panic and Jjearing of his efcape; 
but, alas 1 who can remedy the ills of fate ? His reafon for 
flying by water, was the Ijope of meeting Mr. Law, to \vhorn 
• lie had written preflingly to' haften ^o his aflillance, on the firfl. 
intelligence of the march of the En^lifli, and to come down 
the river for the greater fpeed. ' Mr. Law received the letter, 
,but, according to the ufual delay in Hindooftan, before he could 
procure fipm Ramnarain the money ordered for his expenfes, 
fome time elapfed. He left Patna, but hearing 9 f the defeat 
and death of iSerauje ad Dowlah, on reaching Raujemalial, he 
retreated, and major Coote was afterwards fenf in‘ purfuit of 
him to the frtintiers of the provinces. 


When Meer Jaffier found that fortune* had favoui’ed his de- 
flgns, by the retreat of S^rauje ad Dow^^h,. he remained at 
I^lafTey, and had an interview with colonel Clive,' with whom 
and tlic Englilh troops he the next day entered Moorfhudabad, 
and iflUod proclamations of fafety to the inhabitants in his own 
name, His partners in conlpiracy, and thofe who, loving quiet, 
were attached to no party, haftened to prefent congratulations 
and otTerings; and fuch as did not approve his condudt and 
w'ert* fecrctly attached to Scrauje ad Dowlah, (they were but 
lew) not chufing to be fingular, through fear did the fame. 
Having feated- himfelf on .he. mufnud of the provinces, he 


lounitcd high the trumpet of power and exultation, and em- 
p.Ii yed hinilelf in fettling adiurs and dividing the treafures of 
rhe paLcc, as had been .-.greed, between himielf. Raja Doolub- 
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ram, and the Englifh. As he was ambitious of copying Ma- 
habut Jung, he affiimed the fame titles on his feals, and con¬ 
ferred thofe of that navob's relations on his own. He difpatched 
his fbn in law Meer Caiifitn Khan in purfuit of Serauje ad 
Dowlah, 'and iflued orders to Meer Daood, the commandant of 
Raujemahal, to be vigilant in •preventing his efcape from the 
province. The unfortunate fugitive, being arrived on the bank 
oppofite to Raujemahal, and with his women preiled by hunger, 
after a fall of two days, difembarked at the cell of a devotee, 
.named Dana Shaw, of whom he’alked help in procuring vJt-* 
tuals. To this man, in tjie days of power, he had offered limie 
affront, the memory of wIiidR ftill dwelt upon his mind. The 
fakeer received him courteoully, and provided food, but privately 
difpatched information of his important gueft to Meer Daood, 
who, with Mecc Caulim, haftcncd to the cell, and took him 
prifoner, with his women'and effedls. Serauje ad Dowlah now 
entreated for life of thofe men, who had lately trembled at his 
n;unc, and fuffered their reproaches. He begged to be allowed 
a moderate income and a retired dvyelling. Meer Caulim Khan 
obtained by threats and promifes a cafket of jewels from the 
Begum to an imme»fe* amount, and each of the captors a va¬ 
luable booty. The dewan Moin Laal had ijpfore tliis been feiz- 
ed at Moorlhudabad, and his elfedls and life were taken by 
Doolubram. On Sunday, the fifteenth of Showaul, S«raujc ad 
Dow lah .arrived, a difgfaced captive in the hands of his fervarrts, 
at Moorlhudabad. When the people beheld him in tliis fitu- 
ation, they forgot his vices, and recolledled only the harJihip 
of his prefent fortune, comparing it with the fplendonr they 
had feen him furrounded with from his infancy till now. It i'; 
laid, that feveral jemmautdars, as he paffed their quarters, were 
fo penetra*tcd with grief and anger as to prepare to rc'c'.ie 
him, but were prevented by their fuperiors, who laad cxpc ui- 
tions of reward from his rival j fo that the virtue* of the weak 

Z Z 2 


was 



372 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 

9 

of no cffeft. Meer Jafficr was at this time at Munfoor Gunge, 
but his fon Meeraun at Moorfhudabad. This young aun fur- 
pafled his father in cvc.ry evil quality, never he(itating to Ihcd 
blood. He regarded readinefs to punifli as good policy, and 
mercy as folly. With fuch ideas, he was fond ot comparmg 
himfelf to Mahabut Jung. He* ordered Serauje ad Dowlah to 

be confined and put to death; but no perfon oi rank lAOuld 
undertake the murder. At length, a wretch named Mahum- 
muddy Beg, who from his infancy had been cherdbed by Ma- 
habut Jung and Serauje ad Dowiahj from whole grandmother 
he had received a portion with-his wife from chanty, offered 
to execute the hoirid deed. When the unfortunate navob faw 
him approach his perfon, he faid, Art thou come to kill me ?" 
and, upon receiving a reply in the affirmative, .began to pray; 
then fuddenly exclaimed, ** Will not diey let me live fome- 
where in obfeurity ? No, no, it cannot be; I mull be facri- 
ficed for th<; murder of Hdu^in Koollce Khan.” The affaf- 
fin now infiKJlcd leveral wounds, and the navob falling down, 
. cried, It is enough, my talk is over, and revenge is finilh- 
“ ed.” Having laid thus, he refigned his foul to the Creator, 
and left this world of crimes by the Iword of cruelty. His 
body was placed upln an elephant, and carried through the city, 
expefed to the populace. It is faid, that the driver of the ele¬ 
phant, by accident Hopping at the ljx)t where Serauje ad Dow- 
'ah had affilfinated ‘Houlfein Koollee Khan, feme drops of 
blood fell from the body upon the fame ground. 

** Be warned by example, O ye men of underftanding, and 
view well the 'revolutions of fortune. Place not your reliance 
' * upon the world's fuccefs, for it is uncertain and jneonfrant, 
like a publick linger, who goes daily frona lioufc to houfe. 
“ Give not thy affeifrjon to a damiel, w-ho every day changes her 

“ gallant. 

“ A near relation of his own. 
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** gallant. In the eye of the wife, fortune is as chaff, blown 
** about by every wind, Didft thou poflefs tlie treafures of the 
world, what thou haft expended in benevolence will alone 
“ profit thee.” 

4 , 

> i 

When the corpfe of the navob approached the refidence of 
his afflidled mouier, gueiling the difafter from the clamour of 
the populace, Ihe burft from her apartments, and ran into the 
ftrect, beating her breall, but was forced back with blows, by 
.order of Knadun Houflem, Kha|i,’who fat upon the terrace *of 
his houfe to view the e^epofur^ of the body of his lord’s fon. 
Jaffier. Khan was afleep whdft the unfortunate prifoncr had ar« 
rived, and did not wake till after the murder, when being in* 
formed of his coming, he fent to his Ion, commanding him to 
be careful of lus perfbn. Meeraun, on receiving the order, 
laughed, and faid, ** I am not fo weak as to be negle<3tfui in 
** fuch affairs;” and to his companions he vauntingly exclaim¬ 
ed, ** My father juft now fent, but I had before completed 
** the affair, for am I not, my friends, fon to the fifter of 
“ Mahibut Jung? How then could I be carelcft upon fuch an 
’i*’ occafion?” • " 


MEER 
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MEER JAFFIER KHAN. 





‘Meer Jafficr haviiig thus'b^fcomft^ navob of Bengal, Bahar,. 
and Orifla, Ihordy after his acccffion jfcpared to march towards 
Patna, having fome doubts of the fub'milTion of Ramnarain, 
the deputy governor of that city j. and alfo to quell fome dif- 
orders which had broken out in the diftridl of Poorneah from 
the rebellion of fome principal dependants of the late fojedaur, 
Shokut Jung. In the month of Suffir, of the year 1171, he 
moved to his camp, leaving his fon Meeraun in the diredion of 
affairs at Moorlliuiibad. Here, having fome fufpicions of Meerza 
Mhadee, brother of Serauje ad Dowlah, he commanded him to 
be put to death. Some report, that he whs difpatched ’by poL- 
fon, and others, that -he was prefled “to . {ieath between two 
boards ufed to tighten bales of fliawls. The caufe of this ac¬ 
tion was the difaffeftion of Raja Doolubrain, who now repent- • 
cd of having cfpoufed the caufe of Mcer jaffier, and was pri¬ 
vately confpiring to refeue Meerza Mhadee from confinement 
and declare him foubahdar,. not having been rewarded for his 
late treachery, as he expeded. 

Upori Mecr jj^ffier's arrival at Raujcmahal, having appointed 
Khadim Houflein Khan fojedaur of Poorneah^ he difmifled hiiA. 
to rdlore order in that diilndt, which was' effeded with little 
oppofition, the rebels being deferted by their anhefents at the 
light of his army. Ramnarain, upon the approach of the navoh 

towards^ 
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towards P-tna, unwilling to. truft his pro’mifes of fafcty for his 
perTon and continuance in employment, endeavoured to obtain the 
fupport of the Engli 0 i i for which purpofe he difpatched his 
agent Geeda MUl to procure aflliranccs of protedtion from colonel 
Clive, before he ^ would agfec to vifit the navob. Geeda' Mul 
reprefented to the navob, that his mafter was fearful of vifiting 
him without the fecurity of the Enjghfli ; to wIiich^Meer Jaf- 
fier readily agreed. The vaqueel having gained over the fecre- 
tary; prepared a paper, and bfrought it for the approbation of 
the navob, who being at thj^t tima foniewhat intoxicated, wbqJJ, 
hot read himfelf, *but ordered his fecretary to tell him the con¬ 
tents, which he did in .^ flight manner, and varying from the 
fpirit. The navob being fatisfied, fent the paper to colonel Clive, 
requefting that he would copy and ratify it with his feal, which he . 
did, and kept the draft. The contents of the paper were in thefe 
\vords: « You may come with fafety and fatisfadtioh of mind. 

“ The fecurity of your perfpm honour,, fortune, and coniinu- 
“ ance in employ, without fettling, your accounts, fefls upon 
** me.” Geeda Mul hafted upon the rylngs of fpeed to Ram- 
narain, .who repaired, without hefitation to the navob’s camp; ' 
where, however,- he vilited firfl; colonel Clive, who fent an offi¬ 
cer of rank to introduce him to Meet Jaffier. The navob was 
.offended at his difrcfpe£t in not coming firft to him, and com¬ 
manded him to remain in the camp# which he did, till the 

arrival of the army at the city of Patna. 

# 

Mcer Jaffier upon his arrival at Patna was viflted by all the 
refpefiable inhabitants, to pay their allegiance upon his accef- 
fion to the foubahdary, and among them were many, who hav- 
ipg formerly lived with him, on terms of intimate equality, hoped 
to fhare the advantages of his exaltation, but were moflly dif- 
appointed, by a cool reception. Among thefe was Meerza bhuinii; 
ad Dien, who, in the days of his dUlrcfs^ had afliiled Jiim with 

a fum 
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a fum of money, and now hoped to have it repaid, and to 
enjoy the fevour of the navob } who, however, affiit^ed towards 
him a diftant behavkmr, fearful, as the Meerza. was a man of wit, 
and free of fpcech, that he might afTuiive 'rSo thudi \*ppn tJieiir 
form'er intimacy. ^ Ofte ' day it happened, notwithftanding, that 
Shumfe %d.&ien being admitted to hia prefence, was going to Ipeak, 
when the^avob, expeding a reproach,-faid, “ I have not for- 
** gotten youf former kihdnifs, which I mean to repay j but at 
** prefent the expenfes of tfeb Sn^liih army and other contingen- 
. cies are fo great, it is not’ in tiiy power. When God fhall give 
** me abflity and opportunity, 1- wilf not be unmindful of your 
‘♦ obligations.’* The • MedrZa,'pretending feelings of compaflion, 
fald with a fobbing accent* No txusre, my Lord^ 1 asm ftruck 
with your futferinga; but,? alas!, Sex'anje ad Hbwlah plundered 
** my houfo, or I Ihduld now^hatre e deemed contributing to 
** your relief as an honour,” Mccr Jafficr was womanifhly fond 
of jewels, of which he alwftys wore great numbers in his higher 
fortunes. On this day, his neck, arms, wrifts, and turban were 
more richly omambnted .than ufual, and the Meerza wittily faid, 
“ To be fire, thde fow dones about your perfon are not of 
“ any great value to any one j but I ihould think a blow from 
one of^your highnels’s hands as an honbur and fotisfadion.” 
Again, £ome enemy of the Meerza’s infonned the navob, that 
his attendants had picked a quarrel with thofe of colonel Clive, 
who was much offended j and the Meerza coming in foon after. 
Meet Jafficr reproved him, faying, ** Knew you not 'the rank 
of the colonel, that your people ihould dare to infult any of 
his friends?” The Meerza, putting on a look of fubmiflion, 
exclaimed, **'’'My patron, how dwre I c^'en look' the colonel in 
“ the face widi deadinefe, who every of my lifo make 

.** three obeifances to his ^afs.” Mecr JafSec was filent, and 

pretended not to underdand the meaning. v 

. * After 


• Alluding to Meer JalTier’s being fupported by the colonel. 
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"After; fom^b days 4 ’ent in ceremony and entxsrtainments, Meer 
Jaffier, who attended conferring the goveranjcnt of P^a upon 
his brother Caaiam ,Hainnarain ah ac¬ 

count of his difeurfemeiUsi' 4 ^) 4 ' th^ bdancf .of revshue due to 
government} but the .HindcK^ who had, ,expe(^g-this de¬ 
mand, fecurcd. the* prpf^pn (C^f ^gliih, ^om^iai^ to 
colonel Clive, who repnefented it navob as. a breach of 

feid>. The navpb readied*- that«hc fefT IK> -leaibn why he ih^uld 
reiign the province.to B^miwaihr<ahd ’injm’e his own hrothe/,. 
lor the promife of ,,thc; j«^ Cliyd-^^#hferved, that he had 

before told his highnefs d£ the' jdlfagreeiiicnt which the inter¬ 
ference of thp. l^aglilh vvomW occafion i shut as,. notwithftandingj^ 
lie.had importradtelyftImtreitcrfvddm'Vio write a. letter of pro- . 
te<^ion under' his . own feal,%,he mud: therefene now abide by 
the contents, , fer he could not fufib^rO breach of his promife. 
Meet Jaflier* denied having fontto write what 
he had done f hqft. the cotonel, jpeodocing his own draft, he 
was iU^t .on. the diilycd to him, I|ttt abufed his feenstary and 
Ramnarain’s vaqueel ibr impohng upon him, who, however, * 
infilled that they, had* written literally acetoding to his inftruc- 
tions, which he had^ fergotten in multiplicity of bufinefs. 
.He was obliged to ^coo&m^ Ramnarain in his. employment, as 
the colonel iidifted jod. hh obfcrving the engaganent. ^Tids af¬ 
fair being fettled, the , navofe made a. pilgrimage to the tomb 
of a ceiebrated -fekeer,’ and afterwards convened alt numerous 
aflembly of devotees, for whom he made .an dUeitainment on^ 
the bank of the Ganges, -at Patna j. Where' he alfo celebrated 
the "Hindoo ^ Hooty with much feftivity and fplendour. 
He then* began his ’ return, to Moorlhudabad, hjoonng ;oa his 
march with a fcleft party of his .attendants at a diftanqc ftom 
the main body of his .‘army. * He was accompanied #is he mov¬ 
ed by troops of muficians and fingers upon elephaaits, who en¬ 
tertained him with their harmony. Amid fuch luxuries he re- 
VoL. II.' ' . '“ 4' A a a - gulatcd 
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guUtcd the country'as he pafled, ahd at length reached'tl*e 
palace of MahalMlt Jung at Moorftiudahwid, where, plunging 
. more and more into profusion and voluptuoufnels, he became 
regardlcfs all public alKurs, Mceraun, his fonj puflFed up with 
vanity, copied tHe manners of the dilfipated of Dhcly, about 
four thoufkttd*‘of whom he had taken into his pay as fol- 
diers. Giving himfclf up to women and ’debauchery, with equal 
avidity as his father, though . more excufeable^ being in»the 
- height of youth, there "was no one to -attend to the bulineijs of 
goveipment. The troops at length ^asetUne fo diftreffjd through 
want of pay, that \hey' pirffid vwth ‘hunger, ana turned their 
Jiorfcs loofe Upon the plains, for want of 'grain-vto feed them. 
Except the Few thouiand guards of Mlfefcraun, his women, and 
favourite attendants, v^h thbfe of the navob his father, no pne 
was regularly paid; and tSje Contrqul of tliefib extenfive pro¬ 
vinces was left to the direAion of three fpies, Cheeny Laal, 
Munny Laal, <ind Aknoon Sing. By their influence the renters 
were protedted in embezzling the revenues, fo that Ihortly there 
was not inojiey fufficient carried to the, trealiiry to bear tlic 

expenfes of the navob and his fon. , • 

r. • 

When only one year and three months of this wretched 
government had elapfed, the troops ‘Wftto driven to defpair, and 
the knife had now reached the bone; till, at length, Abu al 
I ladee Khan and other chiefs confpired' ta remove Jaffier Khan 
from the mufnud by afralhnatbn, when he fhould attend the 
*aflcmbly of mourning in the month pf McAirrim; but many 
perfons being in the plot, fome one betrayed,it'to the navob 
on the fcC(W evening of t>ic meeting, and he came oo cnqice, 
into public. Enijuhy was made into the particulars of the trea- 
fon, and many turned irlformers to. iave their .lives, Abd al 

• Hadee 

• In commemoration of the deatlis of the Imaums, grandfons of Mahum- 
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Hadee IGian, finding hinafelf difcovered, fortified himfeif in his 
own houfe, length, obtaining leave to quit the provinces, 

he ^barked 'With faixuly^.i||l]n Moorfhudabad; but was 
afterwards feizcd.and put to ^ Ganges, 

by a band of' Afj^aunS^ cooun^oned by the navoh for that 
purpofe. Meet Gafium Khan, viinotfaer of the coafpitators, was 
alfo aflalfinated. The widow oi Mahafiut Jung, hiS daughter 
Goofeety Begunx and j^meeny*,Beg|^, .alfo Lootf al Nlfla,^ the 
widow of Seraujc ad aad i^fief ,ini^ daughter, ,bcmg^ 

•fufpedted oft encouraging .,tBe plot, wer? jent into confinement at 
Dacca. Aboyt three mohtlMuafteX' thia^ rujnours were fpitad of 
the prince Ali: Gdher’s intention to , enter Bengal. This intel¬ 
ligence alarming the qfvob and, his fon, they, for their ovvh 
lafety, paid up part of the, arrears due. jto the troopi^, and pro- 
mifed more attention and regularity in future. 

•fc . 

• fc j * * ^ < 

Rathnarain,;^ Ibe deputy Ugavanot df Patna,. was a man of 
much cunning and' intrigue, void of any real regard to Meer 
Jaffier Khan and hia &mily, ,but> from the coimc<ftioi||^e had • 
formed with the EnglKh, te dared npt openly a<ft contrary, to 
treaty, though fecristly he wiihed hiS deftrudion, and was on the 
watch for oppdrtunityito effed it. . Rajas Sunder Sing and Pulwaun 
Sing, two principal steaiMKiaK!, out of gratitude to the prptedion of 
Mahdbut Jung, hated Meer Jaffier, as,, the deilroyer of his fa¬ 
mily, aiid meditatethr rebellion. The greateft number*of the prin- 
cipd people of the provinces, difgufted , with the bad qualities 
\and tyfanny of. the late nayob, had heen^vpleaied at his depofal, 
judging, that as Meer Jaffier .was advanced dn years, and had 
€ong ferved -Mahabut Jung, he would follow his example; but 
upofi his aceeffipn power,. ejcperieiicing his behaviour, and 
more paiticplarly the cruel adions of his fon Meeraun, a mon- 
ftcr of -his time, they now rcgrfttted the fill ^ of Seraujc ad 
Dowlah, and the old laying of ** Blcfs out** former ruler,” was 

I ^ 
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revived on the tonguas of *the \vi£e axid the fimjidb. Meer Jiff- 
her* who, when paymafter to Mahaljut Jung* was celebrated 
among the troopr for bis lihenilify* upon a&eodui^ the 

mufnud*. becatne as much ^ried for hia avarice. It is faid, 
that a peciim alking him itut caOfe of this change in bie be- 
^ haviour* be replied* that in Mahabut > Juag’S' tinae the public 
tpeafuro was another’s; but now dt was bis own* bis heart felt 
uneafy to part wilh it* , , , t 

. , ' l' ’ r ** ’ ' l,\ f ^ * ,p. 

"la this btnatiain cdFaffasy* the priitfe AH Goher* etdeft fon 
of thc^jgning empeijar, jfcaving nsjde his efcape fjom the hands 
of his father’s jninifl^* who .wilbed to, hoep him in con- 
fihement* fought protedium with Mahunimud KooUee Khan* 
the ibubahdar of Alcabed. This nobleman was a young man 
of courage* but of little coi^uft Ambitious of enlarging the 
limits of his government, he was eafily tempted* by reports 
of diforders in, Bahar asal Bci^l* to attempt their, conquell 
under the royal lirndiioas ior which purpose he .offered his 
, fcrviccs the fugitive prince* who readily accepted them. Ma- 
hummud Koollee was alfb fuppoc&d ip his hopes by affur- 
ances of aid fiom Shujah ad Dowlah* his '^coufln* and foubah- 
dar of Oude j who, however, was not fincere in his • promiles, 
and only promoted the expedition in order to remove hts rela¬ 
tion from ' the fort of Alcabad* which he wiibed to feize for 
him(clf. Mahummud Koollee Khan had al^ received invatations 
to Invade Bahar from funder Sing, Pulwann Sing, and other 
difaifedtcd zemindars. The former was truly attached to the fa. 
mily of Mababut Jung, and burped with ardour to revenge the 
ruin of hjs family. He pofiefied true honour* courage, and 
many other good quaHties; fo that, had fate peimitted him, he 
might have attained hts object but lus Ide was too ihort. 

• . . Under 


w I 

» In his pleafures, however, he was ricticubrnfly profufe, and laviQied fums 
upon them, which, paid to his troops, would foye lecured his power* 
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Under .pretcace of regulating and vilidng Raja 

Ra-nnarain, he loft his fortreft of ‘Teekaurty, formed an en¬ 
campment, and began to loay troops. While making prepara¬ 
tions, a favowrito ofiicer defired the advance of a thouftnd 
rupees ; which demand,' as the like had often been repeat¬ 
ed, caufed the raja to fay in a 'jefting ’manner to his attend¬ 
ants, « Gholaum Ghofc inherits much bravery from his fti- 
*' thep, but this mcannefs of borrowing is from his mother, 

** and darkens his better qualities.” Gholaum Ghofo, hearjpg 
of this obfervatkm, was m’uch enraged, and refolved to rnurdcr 
his patron. He .came add aOcM for a thoufand rupees/ upon 
which the raja told him, « Such importunity was not decent,/ 
and begged he would defift; but the other impudently de¬ 
clared he ftiould not rife till he had given him the fum.'* The 
raja, tfpon this, attempting to rife, he^feiaed his garmen^ cry¬ 
ing, ** Sit down tin you give me the money.” SundeT Sing 
exclaimed, «* Ar^ you mad ?*’ when the traitor ftabbed him mor¬ 
tally wilh a dagger i then ruflring on the attendants, he wound¬ 
ed fevcral, arid forced hrs way through them. Mounting his 
horfe, he fled from the camp, but was overtaken by Soorut 
Sing, ^a relation of ll^e deceafed, who called out, “ It is cowardly 
« to fly, return and fight me.” He flopped, and dilmounung 
llrom his borfe, a bloody conflict took place. At length, the 
traitor’s fword being broken,, he riifticd upon his antagonifl and 
threw Itirn to ground. At this time feme vulagcrs appear¬ 
ing, Soorut Sing cried out, “ Why fland you? behold here the 
y** murderer of your prince*” Upon thfe, they ran upon him 
and put him to death with clubs and fwords. Thus was Sun¬ 
der Sing prevented in his. career of joining the prince.' 

In the year 117a, Mahummud Koollee Khart, under the A. D. 1759 
K^al flandard of Ali Gohir, who had procured Irom his 
the emperor grants of Bengal, “Bahar, and* Oiilia, bcj^an his 

march 
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march towards Patnai ‘ \#ten Raja Ramnarain heard .^of bis 
having approached bey^riid he was rdach alarmed^ nei¬ 

ther me navob nor the OKii^liih arniy having yet moved from 
Moorfliudabad. The llighky of the royal name, and the terror 
of the -Mogul anm; filled his mind with dread, and made him 
a£l with (Caution. I^ \pitthed bis camp at a little diftance 
from the city, rcfolving to join cither the prince or the navob, 
whoever {hould firft arrive- in his'vicinity. Hearing that the 
* royal army had crofled the C^rumnaBai' and that Meer Jaffier 
had not yet left the.Capital; he thought h wifeft to treat with' 
the former;, but firft a^ed the ^dvieefof Mr. Afrjyatt, the 
chief of the EngHih faeftory at Patna, obfervipg, that “ with- 
** *out the arrival' of the MvOb’s army, he was unable to cope 
“ with the‘ enemy." ’Mr. Amyatt replied, ftiat;;!/ as to him- 
felf, 'if affiftance amv’e^, .he' wtkild - remain at Patna; - but if 
“ notf^ on. the near approach ' of the enemy, he would retire 
“ Ibme days’ journey to the eaftward towards T^Bengal, and-waif 
" the-orders of council or* contingency of events; that as for 
^ ** Ramnarain, he fhould try to amufc the enemy as long as he 
** could, till orders or help arrived from. the navob; but in 
cafe he was hard puihed, to proceed as he^ftiould fin'd raoft 
for his own advantage. 
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The ftaja, having received the^ advice he wiftied for, began 
to amule both parties.' He wrote to Mcerayn and colonel Clive, 
that he was jwepared to refift the enemy, but could not brave 
theth alone, therefore hoped they would haften to his relief; 
and at the iariie time he feat cmiflaries to,fecure the favour 
of the prince' and Mabummud KOollee Khan. *i was at thi? 
time at Patna, with my-mother aOd femil^; but in much efread, 
•as Meer Jaffier and Meeraun having heard that my father, 
Huddaiut AH ^Khan, was with the prince, bad written to Ram¬ 
narain to obferve my motions,*'as ^ey believed that I and my 

relations 

" Gholaum FJouflemi the native writer of thefc events. 
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relations were the exciters .of his eupcdltloji. Bnljsthe truth is, 
I had not the leaft . acq^ain^nce. with the cnemy,,.TOr &reef- 
pondence.wkh my-father, who had long rcfided,..,at phety, 
where, like theireft -iwhles, ,he_ fpent his ttme . in.diin- 
pation,' ind had roatried a Caflimirian .womans having^o con- 
«m at all . with us * my o,qto % near 
during which he enjoyed oflices of great emolument. We alfo, 
from the kindnefs of qur .lebtions Mahabut Jung and hts 
nephews, paflbd our time .in eafq, and affluence, n^ wanted hts 
notices fo that, except a fetter of cesempny now arid then, tKerc 
was no o&er dpmmunieation between us. 


.-d 

. Ramnarain was .weU in&m^,* of thefe par^tdars, and bn 
the receipt of the navoh’s letter, . affur^ me ptot^»" 

from his jealoufy.-. Upon the ..pp^ch of the prmce nearer 
Patna, Mr.. Amy«t - with the, reft , .p£jhe , ppgUlh embarked n 
their boats, add Wired twen^ or thirty cois .towards Bengal, 
toind^heir fediory under, the protedtion of Ramnarams who 
by this (iep was confirmed in his refoluuon m vdit the prmce. 
and Mahummud .Kpollee' Wian. He w«,^wever, adviled 
'againfW it by Rak^Moorlydher, chief of the fpies, who judged 
Meer Jafficr ^^buld in the end prevail from the afliilance of 
•the EngliOi; and he thought julUy: but Ramnarain was-deei.ly 
im^rclTcd by the awe ofl-o^alty, and the Qownefs-^f the na- 
vob a)»d the EngUflt. Wnen relblved upon his t»nip£l» he feot 
.for me privatelv. and afked me to go. and fccore him the, 
prince's favour through the mediation of mj^rfoAer. I complied, 

^ and fet out for the c^utp. On the road 1 met feveral Ipies, 
,who confirmed the.hfiws^ of ,4ie prince’s approach. Arriving at 
»Arottl, I few Muddar ad Dowlah, who was going on tiie part 
of the princ^p and Meerza ^!ahummud^AU on that ot .Ma¬ 
hummud Kidoilbe. Khan, as agents, to Ramnarain, mounted on 

elephants. 
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elephants, widi one hundred horfe. was aftonilhed, that any 
odier'fhould be feat bn this bufincfs than my*father, who was 
intimately acquainted wilh^ the province and its principal inha¬ 
bitants. When I had travelled a little farther, I heard that 

, » 

my bro|^er Nukkec Ali Khan had joined my fether, who had 
fummoned him ' by letter. This gave •me much concern, as 
there was no cauife for his thus fubjefting. himielf to the re- 
fentment of the naVob of Bengal.'. Atout funlet I reached the 
prince’s can^, had an 'interview with iny lather, and foon dif- 
(»vered, that, from his h^ughtinefs of lifpofition, he had not 
counted the attention of Mahummud Koollee Khan, like Mud^^ 
dar ad Dowlah and others, under whofe influence the prince 
a<fted, as upon him indeed he depended for fubfiftance. I aiked 
him, " Why|j6(C l»d joined ihe prince, fince it could anfwcr 
no purpofc but vexatioif of heart, and the lofs of our jag* 
hires iri Bahar, which we had obtained at the expenfe of fo 
** much time and trouble.** He gave me ah angry reply j but 
I perceived that he felt the truth of my obfervations. * How- 
•ever,* it came indeed rather too late, and his Situation was 
pitiable; for wlMever the prince, who yvas hafly ami incon* 
fiderate, adted contrary to the wrlhes of Mnhummnd Koollee 
Khaii, he confidered his cpndudl as originating' from the ad¬ 
vice of my father. In fliort, Muddar ad Dowlah, being arrived 
at Patna, ^rfuaded Ramnarain by ti^eats and promifes to *viik 
the prince anil Mahummud KqoIIcc ^ap; jvho, on their; parts, 

. agreed that he fhould be continued in the foubahdary. Hear¬ 
ing of this, one day before that appointed for the interview, 1 
re'prefented to my father, “ that Ramnarain was very artful 
** and circumfpedt; that under awe qf the prmce*s naiiie and; 
“ the Mogul arms, he had , been, led to fubmiflion; but, upon 
feeing the true of the camp, would repent of his timidity, 
“ and if allowed to return to.the ci^, would never come back.’* 
My father angrily replied, ** that ffll family of Timur never 

** dealt 
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dealt with treachery to any one," I anfwered, ** that I did 
not hint that treachery (hould be ufed, but only that the 
prince and his arnay fhould enter Patna with the raja,, when 
he muft of *neceflity become their friend, and upon intelli- 
gfence, of the fall of the city, the tuavob’s army would ad¬ 
vance iefs tapidly.” He anlwered, ** that M^ummud Koollee 
** Khan had the power." I idvjfbd him, to inform him; but 
he faid, “ that, as he never confulted him, there was no caufe 
for his intruding his advice.*’fi This enraged me, and I told 
him, “ he had given our^ family ‘to the winds.” He became • 
more angry, and I was filent.\ 




The day follovving, I went with my fother to the rdyal tents. 
The arrival of the raja, and his being long in p^^vate with • 
Mahummud Koollee Khan, was announced. Lofing all patience, 

I mentioned what I had obferved to nay hither, to Mqneer ad 
Dow lah and Others j but in vain. At lengd), Mahummud Koollee 
entered the royal prefence, and, having made his bbeifance, took 
his place as vizier on the left of his highnefs. He inftantly 

began t® praife the raja, laying, ** He was Hindoo, and 

**. (poke the Pcrfi.^n.with great readinefs; in fhort, that he was 
** fo much pleafed with his abilities, that he had appointed 
,** him his own dewan, and given him the deputation of Ale- 
abad.” The. prince naturally alked him, ** How|jhe could 
place fuch confidence in a perfon at firft fight w'hen Mud- 
dar ad ‘Dowlah and t)tiiers, who had been gratified by tlie raja 
with a few thoufands of rupees, immediately uttered forth his 
^raifes' for wiidoin, fidelity, and ■ all good qualities, offering to 
be his pledges. In a little time the raja arrived, and being 
obliged to ufe all the ceremonies of royal audience, which he 
had never till novv been accuftomed to, he came up to the 
throne' with a terrified af})e<ft and parched lips, to prei'eat Jiis 
offering, which I forget whether the prince or Muiddar ad Dow- 
VoL. II. B b b ’ lah 
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lah took from him. He was then invefted with a kbcla^t; 
but, as he had himielf till now been only a beftowcr' of them, 
he was much wearied with the numerous obcifanccs, heceflary 
at receiving every Icparate part of the drefs. When this was 
over,, having ftoc^ and recollefted himfelf a little, I faw him 
obferving the wretched appearance’ of the prince, and the ftrange 
manners of his attendants, with’^'contempt, ihame at his having 
come to an interi^ew, and irapa,tiencc to return. He was foon 
difmifled, and went with MaKummud Koollee Khan to his tents, 
vvho permitted him to leave the camp; and the raja, imme¬ 
diately upon his arrival, at Patna, iffiied orders to fliut the gag, 
and man the, walls of the city. For fome days, he continoii 
to amufe'the princo and Mabummiid Koollee Khan with trifling 
prefents aad meflages, in order to prevent hoflilities till the ar¬ 
rival of the navob’s arniyj antT'fuch was the weaknefs of the 
enemy, that they fuffered themfelves to be impofed upon by 
his cxcufes. At length, Mahummud Koollee l^an wilhed to 
move his camp to the eaftward of the . city, through which 
was the common road; but Rahinarain rcpreienting to'him that 
fome diforders ?3iight arife on the >march, from the irregularity 
of the Mogul troops, he confentcd to gt) apother way; though 
this denial of a paifage made it clear to all, but himfelf, that 
the raja was deceiving him till the approach of the navob’s 
army. encamped for fome days near the gardens of.Jaffier 
Khan, and the raja kept up the farce of loyalty, by; pretend¬ 
ing to prepare a ftatemcnt of the revenue^ of the province and 
the balance in the treafury; till, at length, intelligence of the 
march*of Meeraiun and colonel Glive from Moorihudabad ar¬ 
riving, and the enemy becoming more .urgent in their demand^, 
he drove the meflengers of Mahunimud Koollee Khan from 
the city, by the uhportunate advice of Moorljdher, who was 
apprehenfive of the navob’s iufpedting his ^ loyalty i otherwife, 

• Ramnarain 
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Ramnaraiti would have atnufed them without hoftilities, till the 

arrival of the Bengal army. 

^ • 

* It is a juft obfervation» “ that tlie weak man afts the fame 
as the wife, only not till after difgrace;” and fo it was 
with Mahummud Koollee Khan. On receiving the- rajas mef- 
fage, which was, ‘‘ that he confidered himfelf as a fervant of 
“ the navob of ’Bengal, and' had only vifitcd him as a' gueft of 
“ his mafter’s,. but did not underftand his demand of the pro- 
“ vince," he flew into a violent, rage, vowing that he would 

* bring him by force to the prince the next day. Accordin^y, 
lit the mornBg he begaft to .cannonade, and the fiege was car¬ 
ried on for Ibme days witH gceat briflcnefs. In all probability, 

• Patna would have fallen into his hands, had not the operations 
been interrupted by intelligence, which caufed him to raife the 
flege and rptreat. This was, that Shujah ad Dowlah, who had 
obtained his permiflion to fhelter h'ls. wqjinen in the fort of Ale- 
abad, on pretence of marching to join him, had treacheroufly 
feized that* place, and poflefled Iiimfelf of the jprovince. Ma- 
hummyd Koollee retired from Patna, and the prince, unable to. 
adl with hfs own fmajl army, reludlantly accompanied On 
his arrival at PHoblwawrce, only four miles from the city, he 
was met by ^dr. Lawj who had haftened with his fmall band 
of Frenchmen from Chutterpore, (where ,he had ^refided fince 
the t^Jl of Serauje ad Dowlah) to offer his fervices.*** Mr, Law 
remon'fliirated with him, biit in vain, on the folly of a retreat 
when he was fo near fuccels. He marched onwards, and Mr. 

\ Law went to vifit the prince, and offer his affiftance. The 
torince unhefitatingly informed him, ‘‘ that he depended on 
f** Mahummud Koollee ^han even for his daily expenfes, and 
“ without him could not continue the fiege; therefore mufi: re- 
“ tire to Chutterpore. in hopes of fupport from the raja ol 
“ that country.” Mr. Law offered to accompany him, and 

B b b 2 niarcht ’ 
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marched ofl in front. 'Being at Sallaratn when he arrived there, 

I paid him a vilit; when he complained loudly of the folly 
of the nobles of Hindooftan, who, he laid, were cowardly, 
giving up their empire to ruinj that he had tiavelled from 
the coaft of Bengal to Dhely, and been witnels ot nothing but 
oppreflion of the poor and plundering of travtUers. Though 
“ I,” faid he, " have ufed every argument to excite fuch 
“ powerful nobles as *Shujah ad Dowlah and ^ Ummaud al 
“ Moolk to regulate the empire^ and. attempt, the recovery of 
Bengal from the Englilh, they would not attend to me, nor 
** underlland their real intcrefta,’'* 

Soon after Mr. Law had palTed, the prince, and with him 
my father, arrived'j who complained heavily df the behaviour 
of Mahummud Koollee Khan and his highnefi, alking my ad¬ 
vice how he Ihould proceed, I obferved, That as he could 
“ not return to Dhely,. from the "Enmity ofUmmaud al Moolk, 
and the ^priribe was unable to fupport him, there was but 
** one refource left, which was, to join Pulwaun Sing, who had 
' great interell with Ramnarain, and could procure the refti- 
“ tution of our jaghires, forfeited by joining the prince, Ihould 
** Pulwaun Sing fubmit.” This he agreed to; and accordingly 
went to his camp, where the raja gladly received him. Pul¬ 
waun Sing, who was rich and powerful, offered, if the prince 
.and Mr. Law would remain with him^'to hazard an engage¬ 
ment witli the Engliflt apd Mecraun; but they would not con- 
fent, fearful that, as he was a zemindar, he might treachcroufly 
deliver them up to the enemy to make his own peace. It was/ 
then agreed, that the prince fliould, to fave appearances, writei 
a letter to cdonel Clive, demanding a film of money as tlie’ 

price 
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price of his retreat j which , he commanded'me to compofe, and 
it was font by Nobut. Khan to the colonel. 

> 

When Shujah , ad Dowlah heard of the retreat of Ma- 

hummud KooUee Khan, he trcacheroufly commanded Beny Ba- 

* # 

hadur, his deputy, and Bulwaun Sing of Banaras, to intercept 
his march, and take him prifoner. They accordingly eiicarnpe'd 
their forces near “ Ramnuggtir, on the high road, and lent word 
to tlie prince and Mr. Law, that-^y did not mean to molell 
them, but would oppofe ^hc progrefs of Mahummud KoollCe* 
Khan; upon which the fjjrmcr Separated from him, and conti¬ 
nued their route to Chuttcrporc. Mahummud Koollce, againfl: 
the rcmor^Mices of his friends, confented tp difband his army? 
and throw himfclf on the protection of Shujah ad Dowlahi who ’ 
immediately ba his arrival, kept him a prifoner, and fhortly 
after put him to death. 

Meet Jaffier Khan, upon hewing of the viiit of’ilamnarain 
to the prince, was much ’ alarmed, and entreated the afliftance 
of colonel Clive, wh6 agreed to march with his fon Meeraun 
to the relief of Bauia ;* but it was not the intention of the. En- 

4 < * 

glilh, who at this time were unacquainl^d with' the- low ftate 
of the empire, to oppofe, if, it was pollible to avoid it, the em¬ 
peror’s fon, for whofe dignity they had much rcfpedlj-and it is 
certain,.had he and Mahummud Koollee Khan ailed prudently, 
a treaty* might have been concluded to their honour and advan¬ 
tage i but their weak condudt ruined their afiaih. Meeraun upon 
ms march halted at Raujem'ahal, intending to allure Khadim 
Ifonffein Khan, fojedaur of Poomeali, to an interview, at which 
he had refolved to alTaffinate him, being jealous of his power, 
and fearful of his joining the prince. This defign, however, be¬ 
ing reported abroad, the fojedaur, who ^vas a prudent man, march¬ 
ed fiom Poorncah up the banks of the Canges, gjiving out that 

he 


» The palate of the raja of. Banaras. 
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he meant to-join the young navob; .but upon his arriyd at 
Currangola, nearly oppofite Raujemahah he halted, and fent an 
agenta-to colonel Clive, reprcfenting his fears of Meeraun’s trea¬ 
chery, and begging his prbtedion. The colonel accordingly dif- 
fuaded Meeraun from his delign.; and having met the ftijedauc 
in a boat on the middle of the Ganges,, afl'ured him of fafety. 
Khadim Iloullein Khan, however, not chufing to vifit Meeraun, 
the colonel obtained for him the navob^s permiflion, much a- 
gainfl; his inclination, to rettirn to Poorneah, Clive being fecurity 
'fdr his fidelity to the. navob*, and the. navob’s fincerity to the, 
fojedaur. Meeraun then proceeded towards Patna with the co¬ 
lonel; but before their arrival the enemy had retreated. Near 
the city they were.-vifited by Ramnarain, who artfully excufed 
■ his interview with Mahuminud Koollce Khan, and became more 
favoured than before. Though he had importunately entreated 
me-to be his agent with the prince, and I had complied, with 
his requeft againfl; my own inclinations, he now abufed me to the 
navob as # traitor, laying, ** ItVas a ilrange world, that I fliould 
** be fo deceitful as to defert his fervice, and join my father;” 
though he himfelf was indeed the traitor, ‘for his refolution was 
to join the enemy, till he faw their we'aknefs. With fuch arts 
he preferued his own reputation; but it is furprizing how he 
could perfuade the Englifh that he V'^as their friend, after having' 
vifited the enemy. The fadt is,* he was immenfely rich'; and, 
in thefe days, money caft do wonders, even give vice, the ap¬ 
pearance of virtue. After fome days flay al Patna, Meerkun and 
the Englifh marched againft Pulwaun Sing, who fled to the hilly 
country for fecuiity; at the fame time fending offers of fubmi^ 
iion, which were accepted. Ramnarain; perfuaded the young n:(- 
vob to return to. Patna; which he t^rillingly did, beinjg fatigued 
with the campaign, leaving Ramnarain and the colonel to adjuft 
affairs with the zemindar. Pulwaun Sing honourably infifted on 
the pardon of my father and the continuance of his jaghircs, 

before 
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before he would accept his. own, which was’ granted. God be 
praifed, that what I had forefeen, came to pafe. The Englifli 
approved much the letter I had written to them for the-sp^-ince, 
and, being moved with compaffion, colonel Clive fent him a 
fum of money, All afiairs being concluded with Pul waun Sing, 
Ramnarain and the Englifli returned to Patna. 

Meeraun being now anxious to return to Moorihudabad, jjre- 
pared for his departure; but nrft wiflied to drive from his fer- 
.-vice Aflaulut Khah and«fome other officers, of whofe it- 
tachment he and his father had entertained fome fufpicions, 
but had concealed their jealoufies on account of the prince's 
invalion, left they fliould have joined him. . Meer Jaffier had 
inftrufted his fon to leave them behind him without their in- 
formation, left rage might provoke them to attempt his perfon; 
but the truth is, they- had* no defigns inimical to the father or 
the fon. They had ever been attachol to Meet Jaffier, and on 
that account were difplaced from the fcrvice of government by 
Serauje ad Dowlah, and fuffered great hardfliips, remaining with¬ 
out employment for twelve months. When I was, by the acci¬ 
dent already relanedr obliged to join the prince’s army, I wrote 
. a letter to Dillcer Khan, with whom I had * exchanged turbans, 

► mviting him to embrace the prince’s fervice, and requefting him 
to eicort ray family to the camp. He wrote me in anfwer, 
that hij own head, fliould be fecurity for my honour; but that as 
for delfcrting Meer Jaffier, he never would, though he fliould be 
^forfaken by all. 

^ Meeraun, agreeably to the inftru(3tions of his father, till the 
arrival of Ramnarain pretended much friendihip for Dillecr Khan, 
but afterwards forbad him bis prefence, and departed fuddenly 
in boats towards the capital,, leaving him and his followers un¬ 
der 

• By exchange of turbans, perfons .adopt each other as brothers. 
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der long arrears of pay. Finding he could obtain no fatisfaftion 

from Ramnarain, who pleaded that he had no orders to advance 

him v^ney ,, Pdleer Khanj with his friends and followers, went 

to Teekaury, and offered, their fcrvices to..Futteh"Sing and Boo- 

niaud Sing, relations of the late Sunder’ Sing, who entertained 

tliem. Not long afterwards, Dilleer Khan joined Kaumgar Khan, 

the zemindar of Terhwt, in a petition to the prince, that he 

would march again towards Patna, and his highnefs readily 

eml)raced their offers of afliflanCe. Dilleer Khan would have 
• * 

prevailed on me to join them, but I refufed, and repaired to 

Patna. Ramnarain would have denied me a relidence, at the 

* * * 

infligation of. Moorlydher and others.; but Mr. Fullerton, fu^- 
geon to the Englifh fadlory, by permiflion .of Mr. Amyatt, the 
chief, gave^ me apartments at his own houfe, I being intimately 
acquainted with thofe gentlemen. Upon intelligeiice of the 
prince’s approach, Ramnarain encamped with his forces at fome 
diftanre from the city, and was joined by captain Cochran, with 
fome Englifh fbldiers, fepoys, and ' fome . pieces of ‘ artillery. 

The prince had crofled the Carumnafla/ and juft entered the 
province pf Bahar, when he received mtalligcncc of the murder 
of his father Aulumgeer 2 d; upon which he ciifpatchcd an exprefs 
to my father, then at Houffeinabad, commanding him to his pre¬ 
fence, and alhing his advice on this event. My father, in reply, 
rcconimendcd him to aff.ime immediately the^ imperial authority, 
to fend the ’ iukiiand of the vizarat to Shujah ad Dowfah, fou- 
bahdar of Oiuie, and the khelaut of ameer al amra to Nu- 
jeeb ad Dowlah, a powerful Afghaun chief; alfq to difpatch 
Munneer ad Dowlah on an embafty to Ahmed Shaw Abciallei, 
to requeft his afliflancc, and commands to the Afghaun chiefs 
of HindCoflan to acknowledge him as emperor. I'he prince, 

accord- 

t • 

% 

* The virier is anveited In office by a prefent of an inkfland and canopy 
from liic emperor. 
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accordingly, afccnded the throne, by the title of Shaw Aulum, 
and afted according to my father’s advice. He was now joined 
by Kaumgar Hjihan with five thoufand horfe, Dilleer Khah, and 
Aflaulut Khan, with their followers, when he proceeded to en¬ 
gage Raimnarain, who was defeated, and with difficulty gained 
the city. Captain Cochran and Mr. Barwell were killed, with 
fome foldiers and fepoys; but the remainder of the Engliffi, 
having ipiked onb of their c^non, retreated in good order to 
Patna. Raja Moorlydhcr and Omar Khwi, a principal chiefj 
were taken priforters. The emperor and Kamgaur Khan did*' 
not purfue the enemy, hawing fuffered much in the adlion, and , 
loft the two gallant chiefs t)illeer Khan and Aflaulut Khan. 
Had the royal army followed the fugitives, it is moft probabld, 
Patna would have fallen without refiftance. For fome days the ' 
city was in the utmoft confufionj but at length, no enemy ap¬ 
pearing, the fpirits of the inhabitants revived. 

The emperor next marched to •attack Meeraun, who was 
advancing from Moo^fhudabad ; but the royal army was defeated , 
by the gallantry of .’the Edglifla. In this aiftion Meeraun was 
vvounded. Shaw *AQlum, by advice of Kaumgar Khan, *now 
haftened by forced marches through the hills, in hopes of’fur- 
prizing Mcer Jaffierin his capital; but the navob having timely 
intelligence from his fpn Meeraun, was prepared; upon Vhich the 
royal ahmy retreated^ and marched by another route towards 
Patna, hoping, as Meeraun had moved towards Moorfliudabad 
*to the affiftance of his father, that the city would fall an eafy 
Arey before he could return to relieve it. Unfortunately for 
tliem, they halted *a^few,days at Bahar, which gave time to 
Ra»>marain to prepare for defence; for the greater part of his 
troops were with Meeraun, and only a few fepoys in the Engliih 
faftory. Upon intelligence of the approach of the enemy, as 
many troops as were in the neighbo^ng. diftrids were called ■ 
VoL. II. C £ c in. 
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in, and Mr. Amyatt encrcafed his’ force to about three coiti- 
panies of fepoys, from the feveral lluioms. At length the enemy 
commenced the fiege, and a few nights after, Mr. Law and 
his Frenchmen attempted an efcalade, but were defeated by the 
vigilance and adtivity of the Englifh and Raja Shittabroy. They 
repeated their attempt a feco'nd evening in ^ different quarter, 
with the lame ill fuccels; but the Ipirits of the garrifon began 
to fall, efpecially of Ramnarain and his followers, when they 
were revived by the arrival of an Englilh detachment under 
captain Knox, who had marched fronj Burdwan in thirteen days, 
and reached the bank of the river oppofite tlie city the morn¬ 
ing after the laft aflault. The following evening, the Englifli 
made a fally upon the befiegers, who were eafily defeated. 
Kaumgar Rhan now retired towards Gyah Maunppre with the 
emperor, and railed contributions upon the neighbouring uiRridts, 
for his fupport. 

mi 

* Shaw Aulum repeatedly fummoned my father to his pre- 
fonce, but he, unwilling to offend the navob of Bengal, evaded 
coming j till at length, Kaumgar Khan, to oblige him,'detach¬ 
ed j^heoput Mharatta to plunder his ‘jaghire; he was then 
forced to Comply, being without help, and prepared for his de¬ 
parture to the royal camp. Upon this, Ramnarain endeavoured 
to excite-' the refentment of the Engli/h againfl me; obferv- 
ing, that my father, notwithftanding the reftoration of ^his jag- 
hire, was leagued with the enemy and I with him, *■ at the 
fame time that I enjoyed the Engli/h protection. Mr. -Amyatt 
/poke to me on the fobje^ and dehred I would write to per- 
fuade my father from joining thp emperor. I told him, thet 
“ my writing would be of no cffeCl,* while my father was ex- 
pofed to the ravages of the enemy j but that, if he fhould 
“ be allowed to come and refidc in the city, he would wil- 
lingly avoid going to the emperor} that us for myfolf, I had 

* ** not 
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** .not the lead corrcfpondcnce with the enemy, fince my ar- 
rival at Patna.” Mr. Amyatt faw the jttftice of my re¬ 
marks, and affured me of bis protedlion; but delired I vvould 
write, which I did, declaring as before, that my father muft. 
of neceffity obey the emperor, while he and his family were in 
the open country expofed to his dilpleafure. It fo happened, 
he repaired to the royal camp againft his inclination, and was 

honoured with the fifft place in his majefty's confidence. 

# 

. The enemy continued in the country of Kaumgar Khan and * 
Teekaury, waiting the foccefs of the embaffy to Ahmed Shaw 
Abdallee. At this period, l^adim Houfiein Khan, being fear¬ 
ful of the treachery of Meeraun*- refolved to join the emperors 
and having feized all the money he*^%ould from the inhabitants, ■ 
marched from Poorneah with five or fix thoufand horfe, about 
feven thoufand infantry, and upwards of forty pieces of artil- 
Jery, towards Patna, and foon arrived near Hajeepore, on the 
bank of the river oppofite the city. Had he done this before 
the arrival of captain Knox, Patna •'Would certainly have fallen 
into the hands of the emperor, and Khadim Houfiein, Khan 
Would have acquioed ‘great honour. Ramnarain, upon intelli¬ 
gence of his approach, confultcd with Mr. Amyatt ; who ob- 
ferved, that as the emperor was at a difiance from the city, 
the raja fiiould detach thp greater part of the forces wvith cap¬ 
tain Knox, who had undertaken to crofsr the river and engage 
with Khadim ;Iloudcin Khan.- Ramnarain was aftonifhed he 
. fhould think of attempting it with fo finall a force j but Mr, 

t myatt preffing him, he promifed to prepare his troops to join 
le Englifhr Mr. Amyatt alfo defired the affifiance of Raja 
Shittabroy, who with great willingnefs joined captain Knox with 
his followers, about two hundred horfe and foot. The Englifii 
detachment confifted of three or four companies of fepoys, one 
of Europeans, and two field pieces of artilleiy. The troops of 

C c c 2 ’ Ramnarain, 
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Ramnafain, according to the ufage of the prefent times, delat¬ 
ed their march to fettle arrears of pay and oth?r affairs, fo 
that not one man of them joined the captain; but on the con¬ 
trary, Hummeed ad Dien, a principal jemmautdaur, endea¬ 
voured to perfuade Shittabroy to returij, by reprefenting. the folly 
of attacking fuch a force as .Khadim Houflein Khan’s with a 
handful of men, apd infinuating that Ramnarain wifhed his de- 
ilrudion, and wouW be glad of the -dcfnit of his own troops, 
to vy^hom he owed conhderable vxears; but that he and other 
officers had refolved not *td rifk t^eir lives and fortunes by. 
joining the mfh, infatuated Englifh* <Shittabroy, however, was 
not to be diverted from his atuchlnent, and accompanied ‘ cap¬ 
tain Knox acrofs the river, meet the enemy, who, contrary 
to the expedhition of RaHinarain, and the inhabitants of the 
city, were defeated with great (laughter, and tlie tofs of great 
part of their baggage and artillery. Upon this Khadim Houflein 
Khan retreated towards the diftri^t of Butteah, . and captaii^ 
Kqox, unable *to purfue lum* .left the abfence of his detach¬ 
ment fhould leave Patna “texpofed to the emperorts army, re- 
crofled the nver a few days after, the Iwttlc. Shittabroy, by 
his gallantry and fidelity, defervediy aetpjifed ^ the confidence of 
the Englifh, virho rewarded him with great liberdity. 

, ’ • f 

Not lipng after this event, Mecraun, who had. marched from 
Moorfhudabad upon intelligence of the defet^on of Rhadim 
Houflein Khan, arrived near Patna with hiS 0!|yn army wd the 
Englifh forces under the coqamand. of colonel Caj[|i^d. With¬ 
out cht^nog the city, they crofled, the river in purfuit of the 
rebels; who having already been defeated by fo few of thf 
Englifh, ftrove nony- only to effect his retreat froth the pro¬ 
vinces. He kept "up a fort of running fight for feveral days 

by the hills and 
have fallen into 

the 


with the navob, till his progrdfs wais flopped 
the ifivia" Ghunduc; fo thdt he miift iifovitably 
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the hands of Meefaun, had not an unforefeen event faved him 
from deftru(ftion. 

* 

•As it was now the comi^ncement of the rainy iaSon, and 
the decree of divine vengeance hung ovct Mceraun, about the 
third hour of the night of Wednefday the eighteenth of Zee- 
kaud, 11731 a heavy ftorm began. The world was dark and A.D. i76< 
gloomy to Meeraun and his alTociatcs, ahd''*<he fplendour of the 
day of his life and profperity changed to the black night of 
, deftrudtion. About a third part of the night was elapfed, •when • 
his companions* with his attendants* were diimifled. Meeraun, 
to guard againft the violence of the ftorm* quitting his large 
tent, retired to a linaller one,' called,- from the inventor of it, 
a Dulleel Khaunee* low, sftid without walls* fccured by flrong • 
pegs fixed ^n the ground very clofe. A favourite courtezan* 
with whom he generally flepti alfo' two or three other finging 
girls* a llory-lfeller* and a domcftic*to "pat his limbs* were 
with him. As. the life of the women was yet to remain* after 
a Ihort time he difmiflcd them j when the domoftic began to . 
pat his* feet, and jhe ftoiy-teller his charm* to the fleep of 
death. God knows; wjhether he was fleeping* or his eye wake¬ 
ful in expedation of the meflenger of fate* when* in the height 
• of a moll heavy fhower* the threatening thunder of avenging 
anger roared, arid tlie lightning of wrath defeenddU on the 
head of. Meeraun j who reached the place of final vengeance in 
the pohure in vvhic^ he lay upon his bed. The lame fiafh 
, falling on the idomeftic and the ilory-teller, killed them alfo. 

^ ' Some 

® This is the true account eff Meeraun’s death; which Mr. Burke, deceived 
by fa!fe reports^ in ihc opehin.; of hi* eJurges againft Mr. Hafttngs, aUribuud 
to the tV^acticry of the tnglifti governinem* ' 

** This patting^ of the lioabs is common in the ^aft, to promote circulation 
of the blood. * 
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Some time after the acddent, when thfe fury the ftorm ha^i 
abated, the attendants whofe turn it was to watch, coming in, 
faw them in the fleep of death,*and immediately, ^without noife 
or clamour, informed fome «df the principal officers, whofe tents 
were neareft. Upon examinatiota, five or fix finall holes were 
found on the back part of his. head, and, on his’ body, flreaks 
Lke the marks of a whip. His fc3nnetar, which lay near his 
head on the bed, had alfo holes in it, and part of the point 
was melted. The tentpole appeared as if rotted. 

* • 

Meeraun was of a bloody- arid unrttenting difpolition. With 
him, the flighteft jealouly was fuflicient to bring death on its 
bbjedl. By his inftigation, Khaujeh Hadee Khan and Mecr 
Cauzim Khan Were affaflinated on Tufpidon of difloyalty. He 
killed feveral women of his haram with his own* hand, and 
would boaft of the aft, faying, this was the true mode of 
“ clearing up doubts, an)t eafing the mind of jdlloufies ” With 
this favage ferocity, he procured the death of Ameena Begum 
• and GoofeerJ’ *Begum, the daughters of JV^ahabut Jung, whom 
he caufed to be drowned j and among h*is papers was found 
a lift of many perfons whom he had relblved to cut off at 
the conclufion of the campaign, determined,. as he faid, to rid 
himfelf of the difloyal, and fit down in repole with his friends; 
But the Almighty, who is proteiftor of .the univerfe, would not 
permit fuch barbarity. When he beholds a^ people iramerfed in 
wickednefs, he commits the guidance of power over them to 
a tyrant, that he may punilh their offencesbut he lets not 
that tyrant remain for ever over his, fervants. The government 
of the oppreffive has no permanency, for the Icripturc trul;^ 
fays, ** iSominion may continue even with infidelity, but cannot 
** with cruelty. If, indeed, after neceffary feverity, the cruel 
become juft, he may eftatililh their powers or elle, remedy- 
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ing evil by evil, he fends one more cruel than themfclvcs to 
** overthrow their profperity.” 

« 

On the nineteenth, in the' morning early, the fate of Mcc- 
raun was dilclofed by his fervants to colonel ^alliaud, the com* 
mander of the Englifli army, who agreed with them on the 
propriety of concealing his death from the troops. The body 
bqing opened in his prefence, the bowels were t^cn out and 
buried on the fpot. Orders* of march were ilTued, and the 
corpfe was carried* dreffod as if alive, upon an elephant, a I'e- 
port being given out that Meeraun wls indifpofedj hut his 
death was foon fpread abroad, and the carrying of his corpfe 
in this manner was regarded as an expofure of it, in reven^^e 
for the difgrace offered to the body of Seraujc "ad Dowlah.' 
Colonel Cal baud when arrived near Butteah prepared a hearfe, 
and fent off the corpfe to the Ganges, where it was embarked 
in a boat, anJUarried/down to Raujemahal for, interment. The 
army then rcttimcd to Tatna, under the diredlion of Raujebul- 
lub, Meeraun’s dewan, where it remained during the rainy, 
feafon j the empero^’ ftill continuing in the vicinity of Teekaury, 
and raifipg cohtribfltions in the diftri^ls fpr his fuppOrt. About 
this time, fome change? took place among the Englifh. Colonel 
•Clive had returned to Europe, leaving Mr. Holvvell in the 
government till the arrival of Mr. Henry Vanfittart,* who was 
appointedi to fuccecd him, from Madrafs. Mr. Amyatt, hav¬ 
ing received fome ’flight, repaired to Calcutta, where colonel 
Calliaud was alfo ordered, and the command of the Englilh 
,army at Patna devolved upon major Carnac. 

i 

The navob Meer Jaffier having, through grief for the death 
of his fon, loll what underllanding he pofi'cffed, the public 
affairs became negleded, and confufion pervaded every depart¬ 
ment. The navob, from neceflity, cncrealed tRe confequence 

of 
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of Hs fon in law Mecr Caufim Khan, to whom’ 'he had a great 
avcrfion, and fent him to negotiate fome bufinefs at Calcutta > 
where, during his agency,' *he imprefled the minds of the coun¬ 
cil of his fupericflity of ability fdr government over Meer Jaf- 
ficr or his fon; and, indeed, he was eminently diflinguKhed 
among his cotemporaries and family for penetration and con- 
duft. Having 6niihed his embafly, he returned to" the navob, 
who, plcafed ‘at his fuocefs, (hewed him more kindnefs than 
formerly, and he became of much influence at court. 

/Cl this time tiic tiiops, being greatly in arrears, furrounded 
the palace in a mutinous manner,'' demanding payment i and 
Mecr Caufim had the addrefs to quell them, by oflTering him- 
felf as fecurity the redrefs’of their grievances. Soon after 
this it became ncceflfary for him to repair again to Calcutta. 
Mecr Jafficr was unwilling at firft to permit him; but fate 
would not allovs; him- to prevent him. # 

Mr. Vanfiitart was by this time arrived. To him Meet 
Caufim related the negledt of the navob ih the affairs ‘of his 
government, the difor^ed ftatc of the reverwjies *nd army, and 
the expenfes of the houfehold, owing to the influence of a few 
mean people without ability, as Cheeny Laal, Munny Laal, 
and Aknoon Sing Halkarrah, over every department. Mr. Van- 
fittart, who was unequalled among the Englifh for hi^.judg¬ 
ment and abilities in fhite affairs,' perceived that Meer Caufim 
Khan was among all the relations and fervants of the navob 
moft diftinguifhed in underftanding, and he, wifhed |a form fome 
plan for the regulation of the declining provinces. It occurred 
to him, that Meer Caufim Khan fliould be entrufted with the 
adminiflration of the government, as tlie deputy of his father 
in law the navob, to whom he fhould re^larly py a fum 
adequate to the proper fupport of his dignity. He laid his plan 

before 
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before the councij for their advice and approbation, and the 
majority afl'ented to its execution ^ but Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Ellis, 
Mr. Batfon, and major Carnac, difapproved the meafure. Though 
the inability of Mecr Jaifier was not fo problematical as not 
to be perceived by them, efpccially Mr. Amyatt i yet, as he 
wiflied his own party to prevail over Mr. Vanfittart, he op- 
poied his plans, according to the maxim, ‘ It is knpoffible to 
“ love Alee, and not hate Mawceah.” The two parties ac- 
cufed each other, in their -letters to Europe, of every mif- 
management; and their mutual enmity caufed the ruin of nura-* 
‘bers, as I (hall hereafter relate. The governor’s party being the 
flrongeil, his meafurcs t^k*^lace. Meer Caufim was congra¬ 
tulated on his kiccefs, and returned to Mooifhudabad j where 
it was agreed that Mr. Vanfittart fbould repair to pxecute his • 
plan. -This he did very fpeedily, accompanied by Mr. Hallings 
and feme other gentlemen, with a detachment of the army. 

Upon the governor’s arrival at Moradbaug, a garden houic 
oppofite the ci,ty, on the bank of the^ river Baiigruttee, Meer 
jaiher the next morning came to vifit him, and was informed 
of the plan agreed ^upon. by the council, v^hich he Jflrenuoully 
refused to accede fo, thovtgh Mr. Vanfittart ufed every argu¬ 
ment to convince him that no hurt was intended to his dignity, 
but that he onlv meant, by appointing Meer Caufim bis deputy, 
to cafe him of a load of cares, which his • infirm Hate pf health 
rendered him incapable of bearing, and to relcue his honour 
and fafety from the dar gets they fuilained by the ill behaviour 
• of ignorant and Iclf-nu ^'cited minifters. After fome time, tne 
tiavob took leave, and returned to Ins palace. On the way 
back, he met Meer Caufim, who was coming to Moradbaug, 
VoL. 11 . ' Odd and 

» The family of . Aleev (on in law of Mihummud, was deftroyed by the 
caliph Maweeab, who is iieid in abhoircncc by the ieCt ot ihc looiicr on 
that account. 
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and commanded him to return; but he pretended not to hear, 
and proceeded. 

, » 

When Meer Cauiim heard what had *pai!ed, from the" gover¬ 
nor, he expreiTed his fears that the navob’s having been in¬ 
formed of his plan, without being obliged to its execution, 
would prove hazardous to his (afety. Mr. Vanlittart cxprelied 
uncertainty how to aft; upon which Meer Caufitn was ftill 
more alarmed, faying, ** If you aie at a lofs, what muft I be, 
'** '*who am without any other* fupport ?” It being now dinner 
time, the governor retired to table, and Meer Caufim to a 
feparate apartment. Here„ he confuked with Ali Ibra,him Khan, 
who advifed him. to wait patiently for another converfation with 
the governt^r, and to fee how he would aft: that if he gave 
up the plan, he could retire with his permillion into ••Beer- 
boom and join the emperor, who would gladly receive him. 
Meet Caufim refolved on thi^ ftep, as a laft re^rce to fecure 
himfelf from thb jealoufy of the navob, ftiould the Englilh give 
up their ^iefign, and with much policy, for he would have been 
’ joined by many perfons of rank, and th^ troops, /or. whole 
arrears he had flood fecurity, were attached to him; which 
would have enabled him to have aflUmed independance. Din¬ 
ner being concluded, Mr. Vanlittart renewed the converfation, 
and it was at length determined, that Meer Jaffier fliould be 
forced to accede to his meafures; for which purpofe he would 
accompany Meer Caufim to the palace the next mornft^. 

In the morning, Mr. Vanlittart, attended by the Englifli de¬ 
tachment, went to the palace, and was met by Meer Caufim 
and his friends. Repeated aflurances, were lent to the navob, 
that no injury was intended to his perfon or dignity. Mr. 
Vanlittart endeavoured to perfuadc him that the appointment of 

a deputy 


• A woody dillri£l in Bengal, 
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a. deputy in lo hear a relation, would reinibite his aflairs from 
the confufion in which they were involved by the mifmanage- 
ment and rapacity of his prefent favourites, but in vain. Some 
time palled in fending and receiving mclTages, when the Eng- 
lilh, finding that the navob would not confent to their requeft, 
defired. Meer Caufim to allume the mufnud in his own name, 
which he did without oppofitionj the friends of Meer Jaffier, 
who remained in the haram, havii!|[ mollly deferted him, through 
fear of the Englilh. Meet Jaffier had the offer of refiding at 
. the capital, or Calcutta. JHe chofe the latter, and embarked W 
boats with his family, carrying with him unmolefted the tveafures 
•in the haram, the jewels and'^uable effefts, which had accumu¬ 
lated to an ineftimable amount, during the governments of the 
four lall navobs of Bengal. At Calcutta he built palace fot • 
his refidence, and had a monthly allowance adequate to his 
dignity. 


D d d 2 


MEER 
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MEER CAUSIM KHAN. 



]\^££R CsxSm Khan, pn his accellipn to the inufnud, finding 
the treSifury low, was diflreffed to pay ,pff the arrears due to the 
troops, for which he had given fecurity, and the debts of the. 
Bnglilh i on which account lie haliened to reform the revenues 
of the fevetai diftrifis. He gave Burdwan in mortgage to the 
EngUlh, and pledged to them fooae of his’ jewels. After muf- 
tcring the army, and dete^ng the impofitions of feveral officers, 
he fatisfied the troops,, by paying them partly in money, and 
partly by orders "on the cc^edions. He fettled the difburfements 
of his houfehold, fo as not to exceed his revenue, and reformed 
* feveral ufelefs departments, hitherto kept up for Ihew. He oblig¬ 
ed Cheeny Laal and Munny Laal to refund confiderable fums; 
which they had embezzled under the late government. 'Meer 
Caufim, being well acquainted with the circumftances of the re¬ 
lations and dependants of the three late navobs, now exadled 
money from all whom he knew to be rich,‘and even pbliged 
feveral courtezans to refund fums and valuable effefts which they 
had received from Meer Jaffier ^nd his fon Meeraun; nor did 
he fpare the women and eunuchs of Mahabut Jung, who had 
retired from the, court and its affairs. In fhort, the advice of 
Saadee the p<xt, Why collc«rt;cll thou not from every fubje^ 
a grain of filver, that thdh mayell form a treafure?” He had 
attentively liftened to, and now ffridtly^followed.. Raja Suknut Sing, 

who had held‘great offices under Mahabut Jung,, voluntarily de¬ 
livered 
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Jivered up all Ills wealtli to Mecr Caufim, who gave him up a 
part, and ever treated him with particular regard and attention, al¬ 
lowing him to fit clofc to his Mufnud in public. Having thus col- 
ledted a great treafure, - he fatisfied the army, and diihanded foch 
of the troops as he coilld not truft, levying others in their room ; 
after which he prepared to reduce the power of the refrailory 
zemindars. In fa<ft, this delcription of men arc in general faith- 
lefs, and ready upon the fmallefl: commotion to forget the in¬ 
dulgence of their governors j on which account former emperors 
.never relied upon them, bjat always managed the ]^>ergunnahs By* 
their own officers. On tffis account, in their days, the provinces 
were flouriflung, and men of all ranks fatisfied and fecurej but 
•lince the zemindars have been left uncontrouled in the guverna 
inent of their difiriiSs, confufion has prevailed, and the country 
is decaying. Mecr Caufim liawing marched from Moorftiudbdjad 
againft Aflud Zummaun Khan, raja of Beerboom, who liad re- 
fufed to pay an additional demand of revenue, ealily defeated 
him with the afliftance of the Engliffi. 

It is- now neceilafy, for the fake of regularity, tint I lliould 
return to the affoirs of Patna and the occurrences in that province, 
lince the deatli of Meeraun. 

• 

At the conclufion of the rains, major Camac with the En- 
g^ifli arjny, accompanied by Kamnarain, Raujcboollub, and the 
forces of Meeraun, rdarched to Gyah Maunpore againfi; the em¬ 
peror and Kaumgar Khan, who were defeated, and Mr. Law 
was taken prifoner. Major Camac after the victory fent Raja 
S^ittabroy with propofals of peace, and an offer to vifit the em¬ 
peror,’ who at firft declined them, by advice of Kaumgar Khan, 
bu# on the rcmonftrances of my father, he fent again for the 
raja, and confented to an interview with the Engliffi, Upon 
this, Kaumgar Khan retired to his own country. €haw Auluni 

bavin " 

O 
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having moved nearer the EnglHh camp, appointed the next tjay 
to receive the major; who came agreeably to his promife, and 
after the cuftomary ceremonies, conduced his majefty to Gyah, 
from whence, in a few days, he attended the imperial ftandard 
to Patna. i* 

* . •• 

Meer Caufim, upon intelligence of this event, haftened from 
Beerboom to Patna, much alarmed at the conneftion of the £ng- 
lifli with the emperor, elpecially as major Carnac was of Xir. 
*Amyatt’s party, which had oppofed Vanfittart in his accef- 
lion t 6 the foubahdaty. He rcftifed to vifit his Majefty in his 

camp, either from fear of treachery, or pride, but, after much 

negotiation, Confented to pay his re/pedts to him at the Englifhi 
fadfory; which was accordingly adorned for the occafion, and a 
throne placed upon the dining tables, which were covered with 

a rich mufnud. Shaw Aulum came to the fadtory on the day 

appointed, and Meer Caufim being introduced, made the cuftom- 
aiy offerings, and was prefented with a khelaut and other marks 
of favour, when he agreed to pay the emperor • twenfy four 
lacs rupeci' annually from the revenues Af the three provinces. 
After the interview, the emperor took upV his relidcnc 6 in the 
citadel, and the navob returned to his own camp; but being 
jealous of my frtther’s attendance oft his majefty, he prevailed 
on the Englilh to procure the royal order for his return to his 
jaghire, which they did, though againft their inclinations, to 
i]uiet his fufpicions. 

Shaw Aulum, after fome ftay at Patna, having received in¬ 
vitations fr<mi his vizier Shujah ad Dipwlah and other chiefs, 
marched from that city to join him, greatly to the fatis&dUon 
of the navob, who feared that the attachment of the Engliih to 
himfelf might be weakened by their regard for the royal caufe.< 

• Meer 


'Two hundred and forty thoufand pounds. 
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Meer Caulim had long, wilhed to demand of Ramnarain an 
account of the dilburfements and receipts of his government, which 
had never been given in, fince the death of Serauje ad Dow- 
lah; and the davob, who was intimately acquainted with bufi- 
nefs, well knew that the deputy had converted great fums to 
his own ufe. The •proteftion afforded Ramnarain by the Englilh, 
alone prevented him from proceeding to extremities t and the 
raja, depending upon their fupport, payed no attention to the 
juft‘demands of the navob. Mr. Maeguire, the chief of Patna, 
was of Mr. Vanfittart’s party, and fupported Meer Caufim; but 
major Carnac and Mr. opll^red his demands upon the* raja. 
In this ftate of affairs, the iiavob, knowing my intimacy with 
Mr. Amyatt, fent me to Calcutta, that I might endeavour to* 
make that gentleman his friend, and to confent to R^mnarain’s 
being left at his diferetion. Soon after this, colonel Coote 
was appointed to the army at Patna, and Ramnarain, thinking 
it his intereft to excite jealoufies in the minds of the Englilh 
againft the navob, bribed the colonel’s Ipies to convey him lalfc 
intelligence, which he too eagerly believed. Thefe men carried 
their impofitions fo fai'j as to. affure the colonel that Meer Cau- 
liin had fixed a day for* attacking him by furprize; upon which 
the colonel, early on* the morning mentioned, went with Ibme 
armed men to the navob’s camp j but finding no figns of pre¬ 
paration, and the navob afieep, he was vexed at his credulity, 
and returned without feeing Meer Caufim; to whom he excufed 
himfelf tiy a meffage, <hat he had come with intention to vifit him, 
but hearing he was afleep, would not difturb his repofe. The 
navob complained to the council of this behaviour, which he 
attributed to its juft caufe, the intrigues of Ramnarain, of which 
they were now cojivinced. Colonel Coote was recalled, and orders 
fent to the gentlemen at Patna, that they ihould nut interfere 
between the navc^ and his deputy. 


This 
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This event rendering my farther flay at Calcutta needlefs, 
I returned to Patna; and indeed it was in vain that I endeavour¬ 
ed to draw Mr. Amyatt over to fricndfliip for the navob. He 
one day faid to me, ** You well know, tliat I have no regard 
** for Ramnarain, but, on the contrary, diflike him; yet, as I 
have from the beginning taken an oppofite party to the go- 
** vemor, and our deputes are referred to England, I cannot 
befriend Meer Caufim without contiadidting my own afler- 
tions. If a dccifion fhall arrive in favour of the governor's 
*' party, he will not feek mv help; but if my opinions are ap- 
** jM’oved, and the government 0)ranuttcd to my charge, fhould 
** the navob offer me his friendfbap, I fhall have no objedbon 
^ to return it.” Upon this, I wrote freely to Meet Caufim 
the detemrinations of Mr. Amyatt and his friends. 

The navob, upon permiflioi from the council, demanded 
Ramnarain to give in his accounts, wh>ch he did. In them the 
raja had put down large fums paid to jaghiredats; but tlic 
. navob required the receipts of the peribns faid to have receiv¬ 
ed them, as vouchers for the payment; ,<ilfo mufter rolls of the 
troops, and the books of the feveral payofiices of each corps, 
as proof of the exa((frnefs of the difburfements; for which pur- 
pofe he ordered the fervants of the raja in each department to 
attend with their papers. Ramnarain, confcioiis of his mil- 
management and embezzlements of the collcdtions, was alarm¬ 
ed, 3jid at a lofs how to aifr, being no longer fuppor^cd in his 
eontuiiiacy by the EngUfli- Some of his friends advifed him to 
refill the navob by force; but, as he was void of perlbrial 
courage, he fiivv no remedy but fubraiffion, having firlt pre¬ 
vailed on fooie of the heads of offices to fly witli their ac¬ 
counts, in hopes by that means to confafe the pavob' 
and cover his own defalcation. Meer Caufim, upon this, put 
a guard over Jiis houfe, to prevent his efcape, and having de¬ 
tected 
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tefted cmbczzieineiits of large fums from the revenues, the jag- 
hires, and pay of the troops, confifcated his efFc<as. About 
*feven lacs of rupees in money ^id goods were found in his 
houfe, and nearly the fame fum was recovered from perfons 
to whom it had been entrufted by himfolf and his women. 
The eifedls of Gongabilhen, his treafurer, and Munfaram his 
banker, were alfo fcized, under pretence of having concealed his 
treafures. A large' fum was alfo collected from Mooriydher and 
the cutwal of the city, who *had been partners in guilt with ^ 
the raja; nor was a Angle perfon of his dependant:, exempt ‘ 
from fines or confifeation » fo -tliat the navob acquired a” great 
treafurc. 

Mcer Caufim having fettled thefe affairs to his fatisfadtion, 
entered the fort of Patna with much pomp, as a proof to the 
inhabitants of his pofTefUng full authority in his government, 
which in fadt he did not, till the fubmiffion pf Ramnarain. 
He kept. him in confinement in the city, hut fent Mooriydher 
prifoner tO Dacca, and Amced Roy, the royroyan, with fcveral 
other perfons, to Mborfhudabad. Having obtained from the 
emperor the dewannjs of the province, the government of Rhotas 
Ghur, and the jaghires of ” Eatimaud ad Dowlah, which had 
jjeen under the dirediion of Raja Shittabroy, he demanded of 
him an account of his condudf; but he refufed to fubmit, and 
with fome faithful followers refolvcd to defend his houfe attainfl: 
the troops of the nivob; but the Englifh, who owed gidat 
obligations to Shittabroy for his affiftance in the battle with 
Khadim ^Jouflein Khan, prevailed with Meer Caiiiim to fub¬ 
mit his claims upon him to the decifidh of the council, which 
he did, depending on the governor’s fupport of his caufe. Shit¬ 
tabroy accordingly accompanied major Carnac to Calcutta; but 
VoL. II. E e e as 
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as, on enquiiy, no fault could be proved upon him, the gover¬ 
nor and council granted him an efcort to conduft him in fafety 
out of the provinces fubjeit tj) Meer Caufun, injo the territo¬ 
ries of the navpb of Oude, where he chofe to retire. 

» * • 

V 

Meer Caufim, iince his acceffion, had paid great attention 
to the forming his army* which he greatly ftrengthened by the 
addition of a regular artillery and feveral battalions of fepqys, 
clothed and difciplined like the Engliih * alfo a body of regu¬ 
lar cavalry. Thcfe were commanded hy Gregory, an Armenian, 
who was diftinguiflaed by the title of Goorgeen Khan, and was 

the chief confidant and advifer of the navob. With this force 

• 

he fefolved to reduce the“ power of the Bahar zemindars, who 
had hitherto been too independant on government. He com¬ 
manded them all to attend his perfon. Kaumgar Khan, dread¬ 
ing puniftiment for his fupport of the emperor, flieltered him- 
folf in the mountainous parts of his country, and refufed to obey 
the fummons. Boonniaud Sing and Futteh Sing of Teekaury, 
relying on their fidelity during the laft invafion of Shaw Aulum 
for protedlion, came in, but were immediately ordefe^ into 
confinement. Pulwaun Sing and other zenundars of Bhojepole 
refufed fubmiffionj upon which the navob prepared to march 
in perfon againft them, and detached a confiderable force under 

his nephew Abou Ali Khan to reduce Kaumgar Khan. 

• . 

* • 

Upon the approach of the navob, the‘zempdars of’Bhoje- 
pore evacuated • their diflrifts, and fled acrofs the Ganges into 
the dominions of Shujah ad Dowlah; and Meer Caufon, hav¬ 
ing appointed confidentill officers for the protection of the coun¬ 
try, encamped for fome time at Saflaram, after which he re¬ 
turned to Patna, and from thence to Monghyr, which fortrefs 
he had ordered to be repaired, intending to make it his prin¬ 
cipal refidence. During his fray at Saflaram, feveral perfons 

were 
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v^ere pat to death, and others confined on fuipicion of trea« 
chery, which occafioned the .Englifh to remonftrate. upon his 
cruelty i but as, by the articles of the treaty with him, they 
could not interfere in the government of the provinces, he little 
regarded it, thinking it fufiicient to inform them, that he had 

reafons for his condud:. 

« 

« 

, As it is incumbent on the recorder events and adions 
of men to*(peak the truth, f {hall now mention fome of his 
, good deeds, as I have j^ready done the evil. Though MCe^ 
Caufim from experience, was very fufpicious pf the fidelity of 
the troops of Bengal, and tKe attachment of the great to their 
patrons, and therefore, for flight offences, punilhed with confis¬ 
cation and deathi yet, in judicial proceedings, in cniminal and" 
civil affairs, and difputes between man and man, in regular 
payment of his army and houfehold, in attention to the learn¬ 
ed, in a liberal oeconomy aiid -weU-judgcd bounty to all, he 
was the mirror of his age. Two days in the week, after the 
ufage of former times, te held a court of juftice j at which 
he reviled the fentehces of, the inferior courts, and examined 
himfclf the plaintiff, arid defendant, with their witnefles; fo that 
it was not poflible for any officer of juftice to change wrong 
»into right for a bribe. He allb protected the owners of fmall 
villages and farms from the rapacity of the great zemindars, 
who* ip^ the time of Ramnarain in Bahar had ufurped the 
rights of the pooref landholders. He corned the coilly dcco- 
, rations of the • Imaum Bareh, prepared by, Serauje ad Dowlah 
at the expenfes of fome lacs, into mcmey, and diflributcd it to 
the poor and pilgrims to the hply fepulchres, with an additional 
fum from his own purfe. • His neglect of the claims of his de¬ 
pendants I never heard one perfon complain of> but it is cer- 

■ Eee 2 tiin 

• The place in which the celebration of the annual mourning for the Imaums, 
cr family of Alee, is celebrated. 
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tain alfo, fuch was their dread of his feverity, that no one ilept 
with fccurity in his fcrvice. As Meer Caufim wUhed to be upon 
an equality in rank with the vi2ier Shujah ad Dowlah, he 
procured from the emperor the rank of eight thoufand and title 
of • Ali Jah i from which time he was never mentioned but 
by that appellation. 

Some deputes living arifen between the agents of the Eng- 
liih and the navob* concerning, duties on merchandize demand¬ 
ed by the latter, Mr. Vanfittart paid ^ vifit to .Meer Caufitn, 
pn his'Way to Patna, with a view to,.adjuft them by amicable 
di&uflion, and fettle a plan for future colledion, that might be 
agreeable to both parties. The navob came to meet him about 
fix miles ffora Monghyr, where he entertained him for fome 
days with great Ipkndour, and a review of his troops difciplin- 
ed in the European manner. The governor took this occafion 
to give him fqme friendly advice. He obferved, that he cer¬ 
tainly had a fine army,, but for his lake hoped it never would 
be oppofed to an English one, againfi: which it could not ftand; 
that at prefer t the honour and welfare of flindogllan refted with 
' him, and nothing but his breaking with‘the Englilh could dis¬ 
turb them. He advifed him to combat his countryiilen only with 
the pen, when he would be fure of vidtewy, aitd to follow the, 
rules which he had laid down' for Europeans, and natives in 
their condudl to each other. . 

At this interview Meer Caufim complained, that much mer-, 
chandize pafled the cuftom houfes free of duty, under the name 
of Engliih trade, belonging to other perfons, by which his re¬ 
venues fufFered great lofs j ther^ore ‘he hoped that all goods, 
but thofe of the company, flbouW be made liable to the cuf- 
tomary duties. The governor obferved, that it would be diffi- 

‘ ’ cult 
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ciJt to atinul a privilege which had been for fome time ufuai, 
but that he would, on his retm-n to Calcutta, endeavour to 
rectify the ahufej and advifed him, till he fliould hear from 
him on the fubjeft, to permit matters to remain as they were. 
Meer Caufim, prCfuming on this promife, refolvcd to colledl the 
cuftoms, and wrote to his officers, that as Jie expelled ftiortly 
permiflion for the purpofe, they fhould contrive to ftop by one 
pretence or other, all goods fill its arrival. The officers, eager 
to obey, but not pofleffing fuflici^nt caution, began immediately 

• to enforce their orders and demand duties with great rigour j 
upon which the Engliffi chiefs of Patna, Dacca, and other places, 
whofe agents they had ill treated, took the officers of the cuf¬ 
toms prifoners, and complained to their government, from whom 
they had yet received no intimation of the abolition’of the pri¬ 
vilege of trade, which had not yet been agitated in council. 

* # 

The navob was at this time on his return from an unfuc- 
celsful ej^iedition againil NcJpal, a country to the north eaft of 
Bengal, faid to abound in gold, which he was eager to poflefs. , 
The intelligence of.the boldnefs of the Engliffi, made him re¬ 
turn to Monghyr with greater expedition. He pafled Patna with¬ 
out vifiting, as ufual, ffie Engliffi chief, and ilTucd orders for 

* feizing their native agents in the feveral diilrids, and fending 
them to his court. At the fame time, he difpatched an envoy 
to the* emperor and Shujah ad Dowlah to fecurd their affiftance, 
in cafe he ffioulcl find it advifeable to break wiffi the Englifli. 

• 4 

• By thir precipitate condudl of the navob, Mr. Vanfittart was 
prevented Trom procuririg^th®jJ||Sent of his council to the plan 
he had intended, and obligel^by a majority of votes, to de¬ 
mand fatisfaftion for the confinement of the agents, and an ex¬ 
emption from duties in fiiturc. The navob upon this ifiiied 

orders to excufe the merchandize belonging to perfons of every 

* . defeription 
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defcription from duty, declaring to the council, that as the richor 
traders pafled their goods under the Englifli name to evade the 
cuftoms, he mufl, to avoid the oppreffion of the, poor, wholly 
annihilate the colleftion.' With regard to the releafe of the 
agents,- he wrote, that when his Hiould be libtrated from Cal¬ 
cutta, and arrive at, Monghyr, he would fet theirs free. 

This determination offended-^hp prevaOing party in council; 
yvljo^faid it was intended to afrront them, by putting them on 
a footing with common merchants; tlAt if he meant to live in ’ 
amity with the Englifia, he mull • e^icuff their trade, as formerly, 
and colled from others; to attain which objeds, they would 
fend two of their body to the navob as ambaffadors. Mr. Van- 
fittart; bein§ in a minority, was obliged to execute the refolu- 
tion of council, and Meffieurs Amyatt and Hay were fent to 
Monghyr; but he wrdte privately to Meer .Caufim, entreating 
him for his ow« fake to comply for the prefent with their de¬ 
mands, however dilagrccabJc it might bp to him, as a little time 
. would bring orders from Europe, that wou]d ’ fatisfy his ^ utmoft 
wilhes • but if by his jalhnefs he* Ihould. provoke a war, it 
would" be out of his power to heal the breach. The navob 
Ihewed this letter to GoOrgeen Khan, and afked his advice how 
to ad, thinking, that as'he had lived among the Englilh and 
had a * brdthcr fettled at Calcutta, he was well informed of their 
genius and cuftOms. This man, inconfiderate, and conceited of 
his own abilities, recommended a difregard to the governor’s ad¬ 
vice, faying, that the prefent was a ftruggle for fuperiority be¬ 
tween the navob and the Englilh, and if he gave up, he would, 
daily become more degraded, 1^ that if he now aded with 
refolution, they wOuld.be obliged fubmit. Meer Caufim was 
overcome’ by his argument, and determined to follow his advice. 

Aoprehending tliat the. banker Juggutt Seet, in cafe of a war, 

» * might 

* r«trufe, an eminent Armenian. roerclbnt. 
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might affift the Englifh, as he had before done in the depofi- 
tion of Serauje ad Dowlah and on his own acceffion to the 
mufnud, he fent for him and his brother to Monghyr, where' 
he commanded them to fettle» and placed fpies to obferve their 
condudl. 

t 

Thtffe two "pcrfons were grandfbns to Juggutt Sect Futteh 
Chund, the principal merchant and banker of Hindoollan, and 
inherited his immenfe wealth'. They could pay a bill of ex- 
, change at fight for a * corore of fupees. When, during the ferfi: 
invafion of the Mharattaj in the time of Mahabut Jung, their 
warehoufes were plundered *6f two corores, the lofs was confi- 
dered by tliem as trifling. Even at this tinie, when, fince the 
power of the Englilh their bufinefs has decreafed, every one of. 
their defcendants is in a ftate of opulence and high credit,**. 

When Meet Caufim heard of the ambaffadors’ arrival at Moor- 
fliudabad, he fent Abdoolla Sulfevee and me to‘meet him; ob- 
fcrving, that as wc were intimate acquaintance of Mr. Amyatt's, 

he would fpeak be%e us jvithout referve, fo as to enable us to 
inform him of the.lrue objeft of the miflion. He fent with us 
twenty runners, a writer, and two head fpies, who were to at¬ 
tend us, difguifed as fervants, whenever we (hould vifit the 
Englifh gentlemen, or they us, with orders to communicate daily 
to the writer what at fuch times they might hear or fee; the 
particufars of which were to be conveyed to the neareft poft, 
and forwarded by exprefs for his information. Under fuch cir- 
cumftances we proceeded, and met Mr., Amyatt at Gunga Per- 

fand j ‘ 

• A ‘million 'ftcrling. • 0 

In the native adminiArations, this houfe was fecurity for the renter of re¬ 
venue} and thus'the colleclions in general pafled through their hands. Of late 
years, the Seets have leffened their concerns. Their houfe was plundercil cf a 
vaft fum by Nicer Caufim, when he began his war with tjie Englilh, but is 
yet very wealthy and refpedtable. 
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laud;, but during our laoibrace at the firft interview, contrived 
to hint to him that wc were accompanied by fpies, which pre¬ 
vented him £*om talkmg too freely. We had feveral converfa- 
tions in our way to Monghyr, all of which were conveyed to 
the navob, by ourfelves and the fpies; but one day, to obviate 
his^ fufpicions of our referve, I laid to Mr. Amyatt, What 
“ are the true objedts of your embafly ? wc Ore well' wilhers 
** to both parties, and if you would communicate your fentiments 
“’freely, we will declare what we think for the benefit of both.” 
Ml. Amyatt, with a loud voice, replied, “ You, natives, fpeak 
** before us what you think will, pleafe us, and in prefence of 
** the navob, what will pleafe himi fo that neither can learn 
“ the truth; therefore I am come as ambaflador, that he may 
** know ouf real fentiments and we his, without intervention, 
** and I have no occafion for your confidence or advice.” We 
wrote the above to the navob, as did the fpies alfo; and we 
often repeated our requeft to the EngUlh gentlemen, that he 
niight not fu/pedt us to. be ncgledlful of his commands. At 
length, on our arrival at Bhaugulpore, wc received an order, fet¬ 
ing forth, that as the Englilh gentlemen v/ould not open their 

* i 

minds to us, our ftay with them was uiineccfl'ary. Upon this 
wc took leave, and haftened before them to Monghyr. When 
we an'ived, the navob alked us feveral queftions, and then dif- 
mifled us;. but in a few hours after lent for me again. When 
I reathed the palace, Goorgeen Khan was fitting with him, to 
whom the navob was relating what I had faid. I fat down at 
a diftance with Ali Ibrahim Khan. At length the navob called 
me to him, defiring that 1 would repeat what 1 heard from 
the Engliih, to Goorgeen Khan. 1 did fo; .^d the navob {hew¬ 
ing figns of anger and unbelief, Goorgeen Khan obierved, that 
if the' bread; of an Englifhman was . to be cut open with. a dag¬ 
ger, it would be impoffiblc to difcpvcr the fentiments of his 
iieart: then turning to me, he continued his queftions. I had 

not 
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nof l^iid much, when he impatiently exclaimed, “ Why arc yuu 
" fo tedious ? I will alk you only your opinion on four point:, 
What arc tlje caufes of Mr. Amyatt’s coming? Does he in- 
“ tend treachery to the navob? Is he come as a fpy, to learn 

“ the flute of the fort and army? Is he come with friendly or 

“ inimical dcfigns?" I was much diftrefled, but replied, “ I am 
“ afloniflied at your quellions, after declaring that it is impofli- 
“ hie to difeover the fentimenjis of an Englifliman, even if you 
“ cut his breaft open with a dagger. How fliould I learn M^r., 
‘‘ Amyatt’s thoughts? As ♦for treachery, he is without troops, 
** and therefore has more^ caufe* to apprehend it, than form de- 
“ fjgns of pradliling it on others. With refpedl to being a fpyj 

“ every one who enters the fort muft make obfervations, fo 

that he has no caufe to come himfelf for information. As 
to his intentions, they are thefe, to leani the fentiments of 
“ the navob from himfelf to the EnglKh. If they are friendly, 
he will be fo too; but if not, a rupture will -certainly enfue 
“ between his government nnd ours. ihe navob approved what 

I had faid, and difmjflcd me i but Goorgeen Khan was much 

• • 

I 

Three days after the above converfation Mr. Amyatt arrived 
fct Monghyr, and was vifited by the navob. The next day Mr. 
Amyatt returned the vilit, accompanied by Mr. Hay, captain 
]ohufon,’*and Mr. Gulfton, an amiable young man, who fpoke 
the Perfic fluently, and two or three other gentlemen. Thofc 
Were mecrly villts of ceremony; feveral others pafled, in wliich 
there were warm arguments and upbraidings on the part of the 
navob and the ambalFadors.^ At one, Mr. Amyatt being treated 
difrefpcdtfully by the attendants at the palace gate, complained 
of the infult; which the navob attributed to the ignorance of 
his fervants: but Mr. Amyatt knew they dared not ad info- 
VoL. II. F f f * Icntly 
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Icntly without the pleafure of their tnafter,, and bore the affront 
in his mind, though, from politenefs he accepted the excufes. 

A 

Another day, Mr. Gulfton and captain Johhfon, agreeably to 
the cuftom of the EnglUli, taking a ride into the country, were 
flopped by fame horfemen and ‘peons, who threatened to fire 
upon them if they proceeded. They complained to the navob, 
who pleaded ignorance of the mifbehaviour of his people. Such 
occnrrences as thefe threw daily impediments in the way of 
fflendfliip. The navob confulted with Ali Ibrahim Khan and 
other ‘principal fervants, who advifed * amity and forbearance to 
the Engliflij which he would often determine upon, but as often 
altered his opinion, from the incendiary councils of Goorgeen 
Khan. At length, Ali Ibrahim Khan freely told him, “ That 
“ if he chofe not to follow his advice, he wiihed to be excufed 
“ from hU councils; but that whether he meant war or peace 
“ with the Englifhf it was unbecoming his own dignity and the 
“ ufage of flates, to affront their ambaffadors, whom he ought 
, ** rather to diftinguifli more kindly than ever.” Mcer Caufim 
was alarmed, and altered his behaviour j “upon which Goorgeen 
Khan left off attending the durbar. V • 

At this time, fome Englifh boats laden with goods and fivr 
hundred fnufquets on the way to Patna, were flopped by Goor- 
freen Khanj upon which Mr. Amyatt remonftrated to the navob, 
but in vain. Ali Ihrahijn Khan reprefented, that the natvob was 
wrong in reflraining them, for, if the Englifh wifhed for war, 
the addition of five hundred mufquets was of little confequence. 
Upon this the navob afked, if he would declare this opinion 
before Goorgeen Khan, fie anfwered. Certainly. Meer Caufim 
then fent him to him, with Raja Nobut Roy, to afk his opi¬ 
nion ; but the Armenian infolently exclaimed, « I .am a foldier, 

“ and 


» Foot foWiers. 
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** and have no bufintfs to advife j let t'he navob^ confult with 
“ ^lis minifters, and call for me only in the day of battle.” 

Raja Nobut Roy being intimidated, was filentj but Ali Ibrahim 
Khlin replied, The navob afks the advice of his general, and 
“ it is plain he has ever adled from it. Why then do you not 

give your opinion what you think will be for his intereft. 

Goorgeen Khan, placing his hands expanded together, faid, “ The 
“ navob and the Englifli are like thefe, equal.” Then, fold¬ 
ing* the fingers of one hand, he exclaimed, “ If the navob^re- 
“ folutely oppofes Mr. Amyatt, he will be like this hand, over* 

the other; but if he fubmits to his demand, the contrary, • 

• • 

cruflicd and overpowered.* * He is the mailer, let him adl as 
“ he chufes.” Ali Ibrahim Khan communicated this to th« 
navob w’ithout referve. All thoughts of conciliation^ were laid • 
afide, and he prepared for war. Mr. Amyatt, feeing his ftay 
was ufelefs, demanded his difmiflion j which at firft was refufed, 
but, after much argument, the navob permitted him and the 
other gentlemen to.depart, keeping Mr. Hay as an hoflage for 
his agejits in coniiijcincnt at Calcutta, till they ihould be difeharged. 

• • • 

• Mr. Amyatt 09 Jliis* departure from Monghyr wrote to Mr. 

Ellis, the chief of I^atna, to be upon his guard, as the difagree- 
^ent with the navob, muil Ihortly break out into an open rup¬ 
ture. Mr. Ellis, who regarded a declaration of war .as certain 
when Mr. Amyatt fhould reach Calcutta, having allowed aS many 
days as- he thought •would carry him out of danger from the 
pavob’s troops, refolved to poffefs himfelf of the city of Patna 
by furprizc. Accordingly, near day break in the morning of 
I^riday, the twelfth of Zeekaud, U76, captain Carilairs, with a a.d. 1-6’ 
detachment of Europeans sfnd fepoys, fcaled the walls with little 
oppofition, the guards being moftly off their pods, not fufped- 
ing an attack. He then formed his troops into tWo divifions, 
and marched fifing towards the citadel, each divilion by a fe- 

F f f 2 parate 
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parate ftreet. Meer Mfiadee Khan, the foubahdar, being inform¬ 
ed of the attack, colledted as many of his garrifon as he could, 
and oppofed the enemy; but, after a fliort ftrugglc, fled by way 
of the eaftern gate, with his followers, oUt of the city towards 
Monghyr. An officer named Mahummud Ameen Khan, retired 
into the palace of Chehul Settoon, refolved to defend it; and 
Laal Sing, the commander of the garrifon in the citadel, iliut 

the gates, and fired from the walls. Except thefe two places, 

the whole city was now in the poflefllon of the Englifh, whole 
troop.s, contrary to their ufual cuftom, feparated and began to 
•plunder the houfes of the inhabitants.'’ Meer Mhadee Khan on 
his arrival at Futwah, about fix mihrs from the city, met a de¬ 
tachment which had been fent to reinforce him from Mong¬ 
hyr, and hearing alfo of the refiftance in the palace and citadel, 
he refolved to attempt recovering the city from the Englifh, 
and marched along the banks of the Ganges towards the eaflern 
gate. The EngUfh on his approach drew up under the walls, 
with two pieces of cannon in their front, upon the bridge over 

the ditch j but were obliged to relinquifh their poft by a ievere 

difeharge of rockets; and having fpiked the cannon, they re¬ 
tired towards their fadlory, and were purfued by the enemy. 
The remainder of the Englifh in the city, being alarmed, fol¬ 
lowed the example of their companions, and having gained the 
fadlory, fi''nt the gates. This being furrounded by the enemy, 
about midnight they retreated to their cantonments at Baukipore, 
and from thence in boats up the river to .Chopperah, *^d to- 
xrards the frontiers of Shujah ad Dowlah; but being attacked 
by the fojedaur of Sirkaur Saran, were obliged to lay down 
their arms, aud furrender themfelwes prifoners, when they were 
Tent in confinement to Monghyr. 

The navob Meer Caufim, upon intelligence of this fuccefs 
of his arms, iffued immediate orders to the officers of the feveral 

diflriils 
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diftfidbs to flaughter every Englifliman In them. Mr. Amyatt, 
lihfortunatcly for him, \i^as at Moorfliudabad at this time. It 
was ill vain tliat he defircd to be font prifoner to the navob. 

A* Jemmautdafur, named Shawfowaur Beg, put him to death with 
his companions, and fent their heads to Mecr Caufim. The 
Engliih faftory at Caufimbazar was plundered the fame day. 

When intelligence of this event reached Calcutta, Mr. Van- 
firtart wrote to Syed Mahummud Khan, governor of Moorihud- 
abad, threatening him for his cruelty oblerving that the thyr, 

* der of ambaffadors was againft the law of nations, for. which 
he Ihould fiiffer, if it had +)ceh done without the orders of the 
navob his mafter; but if Meer Caufim, had commanded it, he 
Ihould fee what the Almighty had determined. A council was. 
held, but Mr. Vanfittart being much indifpofed, anS unable to 
attend, he deputed Mr. HalHngs to deliver his fentiments to the A. D. 1763. 
members; hut Ibme difpute arifing in the violence of debate 
between Mr. Batfon and Mr. Haftings, the governor hearing of 

it, was alarmed for their fafety, and, ill as he was, ordered him- 
felf to.be carried to the council. Upon his defiring to know* 
the pleafure of thc^'members, the majority declared for war with 
Mecr Caufim, anh* the reftoration of Meer Jatfier to the muf- 
nudi which being determined upon, he was proclaimed at CiI- 

* cutta, and*preparations made for his march againil the enemy. 

Meer Caufim K-han, on the probability of a rupture with 
the Englilh, had ordered Mahummud Tukkee Khan, foje- 
daur of Beerboom, to march witli his troops in order to oppofe 
*the paflage of an enemy ovec tlie * Bhaugruttec; and Syed Ma¬ 
hummud Khan, governor .of Moorfliudabad, was dkeCted to affifl: 
him with what troops he could fpare from the defence of the 
city. A reinforcement was alfo fent from Monghyr but on its 

• arrival 


» The river near Moorihudabad. 
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arrival on the banks of’the river, the chiefs in command re- 
fufed to crofs, though Mahummud T^kkee reprefcnted the ne- 
ceffity of their afting in conjundion. 


At tins time a fmall detachment of EngUfli fepoys was on 
its way to join the army at Calcutta. Hybut Oollah Khan, 
the commander of the Monghyr troops, refolved to intercept iti 
but the Engliih defended themfelves in a village during a whole 
day againft his attacks; and being rjoined by a battalion from 
B>jnd^an during the night, they marched out in the morning 
to give him battle, in which they werb fuccefsful, and purfued 
their route. The next* day Mahummud* Tukkee Khan attacked 
thpm. Succels was fbr ^)lMne time doubtful. He had two horfes 
killed under him, and md mounted a third, when a ball lodg¬ 
ing in his fc^ehead, he expired, and his followers fled, yielding 
up the vidory to the Englilh. In this engagement, Hybut Oollah 
and the other chiefs from. Monghyr flood at a diftance, out of 
danger, and upoh the defeat, fled towards the city. The Eng¬ 
lish committed their wounded enemies to the care of their phy- 
licians, and remained two or three days on^’the field of .battle, 
when they proceeded. Syed Mahummud Khan, upon intelligence, 
of the defeat, without taking any meafures for the defence of 
Moorfliudabad, or even fecuring the efied:s of Meer Caufim, fled 
from the city; upon which Mahummud Eccruch Khan, the 
father in law of Serauje ad Dowlah, alTuming the command in 
the name of Meer Jaffier, went to meet him. In a few days 
Meer Jaffier. with the Englifli army arrived at the capital, and 
proclaimed fecurity to the inhabitants. After a Ihort flay, he 
proceeded towards Monghyr, to engage the army of Meer Cau- 
fiin, which was advancing from that fortrefs. 


* 

Meer Caufim Khan, upon intelligence of the defeat and 
death of Mahtynmud Tukkee Khan, was much alarmed. He 

ordered 
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ordered the remnant of the beaten army to take poft at Sootee, 
and reinforced them with fix thoufand horfe under Aflud Ool- 


lah Khan, fojedaur of Terhoot, the rocket men of Meer Nafir, 
and feven or eight battalions of fepoys, with fixteen pieces of 
cannon, commanded by Maulkar an Armenian, and Suinroo a 
German, in order to oppofe the advance of the enemy. Sheer 
Ali Khan, fojedaur of Poorneah, with the troops of that diftridl, 
ajfo joined them. 


On Tuefday, the fcyventh of Mohirrim, 1 177, the Englifh A.I). 176; 
army reached Sootee, -and an engagement took place, which 
ended in the fuccefs of the enemies of Meer Caulim, though ^ 
they did not exceed more than three thoufand men, Europeans 
and fepoys. The defeated army fled without hahing till they 
reached the brook of Oodwah, on the banks of which Meer 
Caufim had thrown up flrong entrenchments. Meer Caufim 
had, upon the former defeat, fent his women,and treafures for 
fecurity to the fort of Rbutan, and he now prepared to march 
in peribn to Oodwah from Monghyr. As he was naturally prone 
to fhetl blood, and* this diipofition was encreafed by the infti- 
gation of Goorg#^ Rhan, in this feafon of alarm, he refolvcd 
on the flaughter of feveral perfons, whom he had imprifoned 
on fufpicion of their fidelity. The principal of thefe were. 

Raja Ramnarain, Raja Raujeboolub, Meeraun’s dewJn, the Roy- 
royan,*. Ameed Ram, with his fon. Raja Futteh Sing of Tee- 
kauryi and feveral other principal zemindars. All thefe lie ^ 
put to death; and it is faid, tlie firft was drowned witJi a bag 
of fand tied round his neck. The Englifh captives were con¬ 
fined more ftridtly, and Godrgeen Khan advifed their death; but 
the navob had a private realbn in his own bread: for as yet 
preferving their lives. His army, according to the wretched 
cuftom of Hindooflan in a feafon of difirefs, began to be dif- 
ordcrly; but he kept them from mutiny by *gentlencfs, and 

marched. 
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marched as far as the Nullah of Chiananuggur, where he hair¬ 
ed, and detached feveral bodies to join the troops at Oodwali. 
He would have.fent Goorgeen Klian to command, but the Ar¬ 
menian evaded his wifhes, by pretending that he had vowed to 
remain for the defence of his perfon, from which he could not 
feparate. 


At this time, Meerza Nujeef Khan, who had fled from the 
perfe^ution of his relation Shujah ad Dowlah the vizier, came , 
to 'offer his fervices, with his followejs; which Mcer Caulim < 
gladly jfcceptcd, and fent him to join* the troops at Oodwah. 
Thefe, confiding in the ftrength of their fituation, were immerfed 
in floth and pleafure, felf-fecure from the attack of an enemy, 
but too cowardly to offer battle. Meerza Nujeef Khan fhortly 
after his arrival at the camp, willing to dei'erve the favour of 
Meer Caulim, having fcleded a band in whom he could con¬ 
fide, ilTued one. night from the entrenchments, and fording a 
piece of water in the rear of the EngJjfli camp, where Meer 
Jatfier’b tents were pitched, attacked the enemy about daybreak. 
Meer Jaflier fled to his boats j but ^ his alljes coming jpeedily 
to his aflTiflance, repulfed Nujeef Khanj however, fre¬ 

quently alarmed them by fimilar attacks. Thefe occafioned the 
Englilli to endeavour to explore the way by which he came 
upon ihcmi but for feme days in vain. 


At length, a deferter from their camp, who had embraced 
the navob Meer Caufim’s fervice, of which he had grown weary, 
and wifhed to return to hvs countrymen, having obferved the 
route of Nujeef Khan, one night purfued it, and fording the 
lake, placed flakes to mark the pallage. Reaching the camp* 
of the Englifli, he communicated the difeovery he had made, 
and ofibred himfclf as guide to furprizc the enemy, on condi¬ 
tion that he flioiild be pardojied his defertion, which was readily 

granted. 
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granted. Scaling ladders iibeing prepared, on the night fixed for A H.117: 
the attack, the grenadiers of the army, putting their cartouch A. D. 1763 
boxes on their heads, began to ford the lake. It was agreed, 
that on their afcending the entrenchments a portfire fhould be 
lighted, as a fignal to the camp, when an attack was alfo to 
be made on a bridge over the brook of Oodwah. The grena¬ 
diers, after a difiicult march of near a mile up to the waift in 
water, gained the fliore under the entrenchments. The guards, 
'depending on the improbability of an enemy’s croffing the Jake, 
were afleep; and the pnglifh, mounting the walls by tfieir 
ladders, entered the camp. ^At this time, a trumpeter awaking, 
difeovered them, but was difpatched by a bayonet before he 
could found an alarm. They lighted their portfire and rulhtd 
upon the fleeping guards. At the fame inftant, .the Englifti 
from the camp attacked the bridge, and made a heavy dif- 
charge of cannon and howitzers. The grenadiers commenced 
a dreadful firing within, with great flaughter. The enemy were 
too. much confufed to refill them, and every one tried only to 
effedl his efcape from between two fires, the Englifh troops^ 
having* now forced, the bridge and entered on that fide. Malg 
kaur and Sumro«.*had fled with their battalions on the firft 
alarm, and fuffered little lofs i but numbers of the other troops 
were killed by the fire of the Englifli, and many drowned in 
croffing a brook in their flight. Affud Oollah KhSn, deferted 
by his*-attendants, was obliged to run fome diflance on foot be¬ 
fore he could procure a horfe. Meerza Nujeef Khan with his 
followers fled into the hills. A great plunder fell into the 
.hands of the vidtors, with little lofs on their fide. 

The 'intelligence of this defeat plunged Mcer Caufim into 
defpair. He left his camp privately the night after, haftenod to 
Monghyr, and was followed by his army the next day in great 
diforder. At Monghyr he remained a few days* to fecure his 
VoL. II. G g g effiicis, 
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efFedts, and revive the exhaufted fpirits of the troops*. At thi? 
time, Ali Ibrahim Khan advifed him to releal'e the Englifti 
prrfoners, and permit them to join their friends, as a means of 

foftcning their refentmcntj but, at all events, if he did not 

chufe to releafe the men, to fend the women in boats with 

a meflage to major Adams. Meer Caufim advifed with Goor- 
geen Khan, who refufed his aHent. Arab Ali Khan with two 
battalions of fcpoys, being left to garrifon Monghyr, the navo.b 
moved towards Patna, carrying with him the Englilh captives, 
who fuffered great hardlhips from the WA'ant of proper accom¬ 
modations. When he approached th^ Rowah Nullah, he halt¬ 
ed, intending to make a Hand; but this refolution was laid 
afide by the fudden death of Goorgeen Khan. 

This man was univerfally hated by the troops for his feverity 
and pride. He had introduced the Englilh difcipline, and wanted, 
like them, to keep up the fame order and refpedf in time of 
diftrefs as of good fortune, never confidering that they poffefs 
qualities peculiar to themfelves, which enable them to maintain 
fich order over their fervants at all' times." He had the pre- 
fumption to flatter himfelf, that an Armcniah, always ufed to 
trade, could oblige flrangers to fubmit to a difcipline they had 

never been accullomed to. 

. * 

To proceed; Meet Caufim halted a few cofs fretfn the 
Rowah. Goorgeen Khan, according to cuftom, remained to 
guard the rear of the army. He was fitting in a fmall tent, 
when fome troopers came to demand their pay. He gave them 
abufive language, which they returned i and being enraged, he 
called for his attendants to carry them to the guard; but the 
troopers, drawing their fabres, cut him down, and made their 

cfcape. Confu^on prevailed in the camp, and Malkaur fired 

fome 
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fome fliot at the murderers. The report of the cannon reached 
the navob, who, thinking the Englilli had attacked Goorgeen 
Khan, was fo alarmed, that he mounted his elephant and fled. 
The troops followed his example, and during the whole night 
were employed in croflGng a bridge of boats thrown acrofs the 
Rowah. Meer Cauflm now advanced haftily to Patna. 

On his way, he put to death the two bankers, Juggutt Sect 
'and Raja Serroop Chund. * On his arrival near the city, he 
halted for fome days at^ the gardens of Jaflier Khan, and *en- 
trufted the defence o£ Patna to Mahummud Ameerf Khan. 
Upon hearing that the enemy had taken Monghyr, in a fit of 
rage, he ordered Sumroo to put the Englifli prifoners to death; 
who, notwithftanding his being of one of the fedls ,of chriftians', 
complied with the order. He proceeded during the night t* 
the houfe of Hajee Ahmud, brother to Mahabut Jung, where 
they were confined, and difpatched them, his fepoys firing into 
their apartments. It is iaid, they mzde what refiftance they 
could, by throwing bottles and ftones at their murderers, t 
have heard alfo, tlik a few days before, they had endeavoured 
to bribe their guwds to give them arms, with a defign of 
effeifting their efcape, or dying in the attempt. Dodor Ful- 
larton was the only one who was (pared, he having been of 
great fervice in his profeffion to fcveral chiefs, and'efteemed by 
Meer ‘Caufun. 

t 

The morning after this maflacre, of which I was ignorant, 
I happened to go to the durbar, and after fome time was 
rifing to take leave, when the navob defired me to flay, fay¬ 
ing, that a friend of mine was coming; but immediately after 
ordered me to depart, and he would fend for me when he came. 
I repaired to my tent, and in a fhort time was called by a 
meflenger from Meer Caufim. Soon ffter my 'arrival, Dodor 

G g g 2 Eullarton 
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Fullarton was brought to the durbar in an Indian drefs, and 
according to the cuftom of our country, prefented fume rupees 
as an offering, which the navob refufcd, faying, “ This has not 
*‘-been ufual between usj” and embraced him, commanding him 
to fit near me, which he did. Meer Caufim, addreiling. him,' 
faid, ” How can you juftify treachery to friends ? You received 
** the Engfifli troops into your houfe, on pretence of inJifpofi- 
“ tion, to furprize my people.” ' The Dodor with much for¬ 
titude' replied, I fear not death; you have murdered my' 
companions, and may kill nie; but am innocent of the 
** charge of treachery, as you may find on enquiry from my 
** neighbours, and one of them, Ukkedutmund Khan, is prefent." 
As‘ this charge was without foundation, it was immeuiately dif- 
proved by tlje khan and others; upon which the navob fpoke 
kindly, and told him he might go to Calcutta, or ftay with 
him, as fuited his inclination. The dodor prudently declined 
the former offer.. Meer Caufim hoped, that through him Mr. 
Vanfittart might be induced to grant him peace, and defired me 
to retire with him, and found him on the fubjed. I did fo; 
but the Dodor declared, that after the maflacre of Mr. Amyatt 
and Co many Englifhmen, a reconciliation was .iinpoflible. Upon' 
my communicating this, the navob called him to him, and 
queftioned him himfelf; but receiving the fame reply, defifted 
from urging "him further on the bufinefs, faying, that fince he 
** would not go to Calcutta, he might ftay where he pleafed.”* The 
dodor requefted he would fix him a refidence; and the navob 
ordered Ali Ibrahim Khan to give him a houfe in the city, but 
to put perfons over him, to take care that he did not converfe 
with his people; he allb took the bail of Himmut Ali Khan for 
his fecurity. 

« 

The Engliih, having had Monghyr delivered up to them by 
the treachery oT the governor, Arab Ali Khan, were advancing 

faft 
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^afl: towards Patna; upon which Meer Caufiin moved to Bik- 
krum Serai, Lome diflance from the city, ftationing troops in 
different pods to keep up the communication with his camp. 
About this tune. Dr. Fullarton having efcaped with his baiTs- 
man to tlie Dutch fadtory, croffed the river in a fmall boat, 
and joined fome Englifli troops who were on the oppofite bank. 

, The EnglifTi army, arriving at Patna, gained pofleffion of that 
city with little trouble, the Avails being in a ruinous date,, and 
unable to ftand againll: cannon. Meet Caufim now retreated to¬ 
wards the frontiers of Hahar, and fent for his women and trea- 
fures from the fort of Rhotas, intending to retire into the country 
of the vizier for protedtion. Meerza Nujeef Khan, who bid 
experienced the treachery of Shujah ad Dowlah, advifed him 
againft putting himfelf into his power, offering if he would truft 
him with the command of his troops to tire out the Englifh, 
by falfe attacks and cutting off their fupplies from the country, 
while Meer Caufim might remuln icvurdy at Rhotas. The 
navob refuted his offers, alleging, that the air of Rhotas was 
dangerOufly unhealthy; but it is probable he was fearful of giv¬ 
ing him the cotrytiaild of the army. Nujeef Khan then pro- 
pofed his returning into * Bondelcund, and calling the Mharattas 
to his affiffance; but this he declined, from a dread of the ra¬ 
pacity of thofe marauders; and refolved to join the §mperor and 
vizier... Intelligence now arrived that the Englifh were rapidly 
advancing, and had fent a detachment over the river to oppofe 
his retreat on that fide; which lb alarmed him, that he moved , 
immediately to Saffaram, and the next day continued his march 
to the banks of the rivulet Dergautty. Here the troops became 
clamorous lor payment "bf their arrears, and the camp was a 
feene of confufion. The next morning Nujeef Khan took his 

leave 

• A territory well of the Jumna, belonging to a tribe of Raajcpootes called 
Bondehs. 
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leave, not chufing to truft himfelf in the vizier’s country, when 
the navob prefented him with a lac and half of rupees, and 
five elephants. At this time, a treaty under the vizier’s feal, 
prpmifing by oath on the Koraun protection and *afiiftance, ar¬ 
riving, Meer Caufim crolTed the ‘Carumnaflii, and entered the 
diltridt of Bulwund Sing, fubjedl to Shujah ad Dowlah. He pro¬ 
ceeded to Banaras, where he halted fome days, and difeharged 
a confiderable part of his troops, keeping only his difeiplined 
• fepoys, artillery, and a feleCted bddy of cavalry. Meerza Nu-' 
jftef Khan retired into Bondelcund, and^ entered into the fervice , 

of the raja of that country. . • 

• 0 

* The emperor and Shujah ad Dowlah being encamped at Ale- 
abad, preparatory to an expedition into Bondelcund, Meer Cau¬ 
fim marched to join them. Upon his arrival within a few cofs 
of the camp, the vizier came in great pomp to meet him, 
and was receive,d with equal magnificence, fuperb tents being 
pitched for his reception, and the troops ranged in two lines 
from them to a great diftance. Meer Caufim and his principal 
"attendants in rich drefles met him at the entrance of Ms tent, 
when the two navobs embraced and fat ddvwn.on the fame muf- 
nud. After a fhort converfation and the ufual ceremony of va¬ 
luable prefents of rich cloths, jewels and elephants on the> part , 
of Meer Cttufim, they mounted an elephant together, and re¬ 
paired to vifit the emperor. The day following, Meer .Caufim 
returned the vizier’s vifit, and was received with the higheft 
honours, and encouraged by promifes of his utmoll efRjrts to 
recover Bengal from the hands of the Englifh. A few days^ 
after, he prefented to tlie vizier, jewels to the amount of fome 
lacs of rupees, a chariot drawn by elqihants fumptuoufly capa- 
rifoned with embroidered houfings to his begum, and very va¬ 
luable 

* A river feparating Bahar and Banaras, then belonging to Shujah ad Dowlah. 
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luable gifts to his mother, who had lionoured Mccr Caufim 
with the appellation of fon. 

• • 

Meer Caufim preffing Shujah ad Dowlah to lofe no time ui 
marching againft the Englifh, he pleaded that he was at pro- 
fent employed againft the Bondelas, who had refufed payment 
of their revenues i upon which Meer Caufim offered to reduce 
jhem with his battalions; and,the vizier confenting, he crofled the 
Jumna, and laid fiege fuccefsfully to one of their forts. TJlhc 

* enemy, alarmed at this lofs, and imprefled with, awe by the "bat¬ 
talions of fepoys clothed "after the European mode, their fuperior 
dil'cipline, and the artillery, offered fubmifllon through Nujeef 
Khan j and Meer Caufim, having adjufted affairs to the fatis- 
fadtion of the vizier, returned to his camp. It was now agreed to 
march againft the Englifh, and the allied armies moved to Ba- 
naras, to make preparations, Meer Caufim promifing to pay the 
vizier » eleven lacs of rupees monthly, from the day he ihould 
crofs the Ganges iiito the province of Bahar, till the conclufion 
of tlie .war. 

% • 

• 

A bridge of fidats being throwm acrofs the Ganges, the al¬ 
lied armies began their march, in numbers not to be reckoned, 

* covering the country far as the eye could reach; but, from the 
ignorance of the generals, and want of dilcipline, murdering 
and plundering each otaer. It was not an army, but rather, a 
moving nation. Some of his more difeerni ng minifters reprefented 
to the vizier, that he fhould not truft to luperiorlty of num- 
■bers againft the Englifh, or engage them in a general adtion, 
but rather feledl his beft troops, and leave the reft, with his 
women and the fuperfluous followers of the camp, on his fron- 
ders, when he would be fure of vidlory by harailing the ene¬ 
my with continued alarms and cutting off fuppliej of provisions; 

in 


* One hundred and ten Ihoufand pounds. 


432 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 

ia which cafe, they would by degrees, be obliged to retreat. 
The vizier, vain of his power, liftened not to advice, and thought 
meanly of the Englifhj who on their parts, fatigued with the 
laie campaign during a, rainy feafoti, and alarmed at the reports 
of the abilities of the vizier and the yaftnefs of his army, had 
inarc:hed from Buxar, and were retreating towards Patna. The 
emperor, Shujah ad Dowlah, and Meer Caufim, having entered 
the province of Bahar, followed , them, their diforderly troopr 
fpi^ading delblation for miles round their line of march wliich 
fo much difgufted the inhabitants, who- before were anxious for 
the fuccefs of the vizier, that they .changed their wiflics into 
prayers for the fuccefs of the Englifh, who had never molefted 
them. The Englifh having placed their heavy baggage and 
fuperfliious followers in Patna, returned as far as Arole to op- 
pofe the allies j but, finding themfclves unable to keep the field, 
retreated again to the neighbourhood of that city, and threw 
up entrenchnicms to defend thcmfelves, being clolely purfued by 
the enemy •, who, elated by this fuccefs, became ftill more 
confident of vidlory. 

< 

Shujah ad Dowlah, after halting one day at Phulwauree, 
about four Englifh miles from Patna, marched the next morning 
to attack the enemy, who defended themfclves gallantly againft 
three feveral afifaults ; and on the approach of night, the vizier 
returned to his tents, having loft a great number of men by 
the enemy’s fire. Meer Caufim greatly offended his ally by 
ftaying at a great diftance with his battalions, and neglecting to 
move to his afliftance when required. Nothing farther was at¬ 
tempted for fome days, the vizier being indifpofed, according 
to one report, from a wound he had received in the adlion, and 
by another, of a violent eruption of boils. On his recovery, 
he moved his ^ camp to the fouth of the city, but did nothing, 

except now and then Ihewing himfelf under arms, major 

Carnac, 
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Carnac, the EnglUh commander, with Mhadec Khan, who had 
joined him from the army of Mccr Caalim, and a few fepoys, 
being one day reconnoitring, met the vizier, who was riding 
for the fame purpofe, with foine of his attendants, ignorant of, 
each other, they began firing at a diftance. Upon their nearer 
approach, the vizier was known, and pointed oat by Meer Mha¬ 
dec to the major, who lent for a reinibrceraent. A Ikii mifli was 
kept up, till more Engiifli troops advancing, one of the vizier’s 
^rdftendants rode hafiily to his* camp, to give the alarm of# his 
^danger, and the vizier, feeing the fuperiority of the cneniy? 
turned his horfe and ma^e his cfcape. 

% 

A month elapfed in ina(flivityj and the rains approaching*, 
the allies, not chufing to remain longer before Patna, retreated- 
towards Buxar, where they continued, intending to return after 
the wet feafon. My father, w-ho had come from.his jaghire to 
pay his refpe<^s t 5 the emperor, was in the camp} and I, be¬ 
ing difgufted with Meer Caufini, had left his fervicc and joined 
his majefty. Do<aor Fullarton, with whom and fevcral other 
Englilhmen I was infimate^ acquainted, had frequently written ^ 
tb me to perfuade^^e* emperor to quit the vizier, and join them. 

I communicated this to my father, obferving, that fuch a /lep 
would certainly prove for his majefty’s welfare, as, from tlie ir- 
* regularity of the allied army, the Englilh niull in the end be 
vidtorioys. My father and Moncer ad Dowlah propofed it to 
the emperor; who,' weary of the negledl and difrefpedl llicwn 
. him by Shujah ad Dowlah, wifhed to free himfelf from his 
hands, and join the Englifh. His majefty accordingly wrote a 
‘letter with his own hand, teftifying his wiflies of accepting the 
fervices of fhe Englilh, a'ud defiring that they would regard as 
his fentiments only what was conveyed in his own hand writing, 
or through me by meflage. With this letter I departed for 
Patna, my father at the fame time retiring to his’»jaghire. Upon 
VoL. II. H h h my 
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my arrival, 1 found that a great coolnefa had taken place between 
major Carnac and Dr. Fullarton. I was however intioduced to 
the former, in prefence of the navob Meet Jafficr, and deliver- 
,£d the letter, which the major received with great" refpedt, plac¬ 
ing it, according to cuftom, on his head. Upon hearing the 
contents, he told me, ** That as his majefty was not at prefent 
“ in a iitiiation to adt from himfelf, but dependant, on the vizier, 

“ he could not obey his orders, or negotiate with hinj.” An 
anfiver W'as given me; but as I Htw my endeavours were vain, , 
i *^9nt it to the emperor by ^ courier, and returned home. The , 
major .having given the letter to his iprvant Sadoorarn, he dif- 
patched a copy to Shittabroy, the ddjjuty of Beny Bahadur, mi- 
Rifter to the vizier. 

« 

During my Hay at my fether’s jaghire, I heard of the vizier’s 
confining Mcqr Caufim and confifcating his effedls; the particu¬ 
lars of which, as given me afterwards by Ali* ibralum Khan, 1 
Ihall relate. 

Meet Cauhm had agreed to pay .the vizier for his affifiance 
eleven lacs of rupees monthly during the wir j but, finding that 
it was likely to be of long continuance, he withed to be out of 
his power, in cafe his refources fhould fail him before the 
conclufion. f With this view he made a requeft to the vizier, 
through Ali Ibrahim Khan, that he would permit him tq. march 
towards Moorfhudabad and colled! the revenues of the. coun- 
try, which he could readily effedl, while the Englifh had the 
vizier to emplcy their attention. Sfiujah, in reply, exprefied 
fears that Meet Gaufim might not return to him again, but * 
faid, he would detach anotiier perfgn* to raife contributions in 
his name; which however he never did, and Meer Caufim re¬ 
ceived nt) fupply from the provinces. A few days afterwards, 
the vizier demanded payment of his fublidy, and Meer Caufim 
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pJcaded inability. Shujah ad Dowlah then pretended that the 
emperor was prefling for the Bengal tribute, and had refolved 
tq fend his officers to feize his efFedfe. Upon this, Meer Cau- 
fim difpatched Ali Ibrahim Khan to befcech the protedtion of 
his ally from the royal demands j but the vizier replied, that 
he could not interfere, and he muft fettle his accounts with 
the emperor. Meer Caufim was covered with defpair, and ad- 
jifed with Ali Ibrahim Khan; who recommended him to pay 
the demands of the vizier^ if* he had money; or if he hadjiot, 
to go to him himfelf, and remiild him of his promifes of pfo^ 
tedion. Meer Caufim uegledjng this, thought it fafefl; .to *af- 
fume the habit of a devotee, thinking that the vizier would 
relent, not chufing to have it faid of him, that he had reduced 
an ally to fiich a fituation. The next morning, he with hit 
friends aflumed facred habits, and, laying afide the rnufnud, feat- 
cd himfelf on a bare mat. Intelligence of this proceeding being 
carried to Shujah ad Dowlah, he affeded much concern, and re¬ 
paired to Meer Caufim j whom, after much argument and afiurances 
of friendfhip, he prevailed upon to change his habit, and re- 
aflurre his ufuaj j(iate. A few days after this event, Sumroo* 
the German, wh(f &mmanded the difeiplined battalions, fur- 
rounded the tents of Meer Caufim, clamorous for pay ; and the 
navob having no rupees, was obliged to fatisfy them with gold 
from his haram j after which he told Sumroo, that as it was 
not irl‘ his power to keep them longer, • he mufl: difeharge them 
his forvice ; but defired he would deliver the arms and accou¬ 
trements of the fepoys, with the cannon, to the officer of his 
arfenal. Sumroo infolently replied, that they now belonged to 
thofe who poATefled them, and treacheroufly deferted with the 
battalions to the vizier, ‘who received him into his fervicci and 

H h h 2 being 

" Doing this is regarded as a great rcfle£lion on a patron. 
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being now convinced that Meer Cauiiin had a fccret treafuce, 
refolvcd to feize it. 

t 

The following night, Monfieur Gentil* a Frenchman, for¬ 
merly in the fcrvice of Meer Caufim, but now of the vizier, 
coming with five or fix of his countrymen to the tents of Ali 
Ibrahim Khan, with whom he was intimately acquainted, in¬ 
formed him, that on the morrow Meer Caufim would be taken 
prii'oncr and his effects feized the vizier, when there would 
much confufion in the camp; on which account, left any 
injury ftiould happen to his friend, ,he diad brought his country¬ 
men to ftay with him till the danger fhould be over. Ali Ibra¬ 
him Khan thanked him for his friendlhip, but declined accept¬ 
ing his offer, as it would have the appearance of his having 
deferted Meer Caufim, and put himfelf under the protedion of 
the vizier. 

About nine the next momting the vizier’s army furrounded 
the tents of the navob} guards were placed over them, and 
*Meer Caufim, being forced to moudt an elephant, was carried 
prifoner to the camp of his ally. Mr. Gcn'tii again offered his 
fervices to Ali Ibrahim Khan, but he again refiifed, determined 
to (hare the fate of his patron. In the evening he was called 
to the vizier’s tent, and received with much attention by him, 
who afked him feveral queftions concerning Meer Caufim; hop¬ 
ing, from his replies, to draw fome apology for his owii con- 
dud towaids him. 

Shu I ah ad Dowlah fir ft faid, ** What evil had I done to 
“ AU Jah, that, on the day of my attacking the Englifh at 
Patna, he ordered Sumroo to fire upon me, as I was rc- 
turning to my tents in the evening ?” Ali Ibrahim replied, 
“ I am ignorant of fuch an orders and woe be to the navob, 

« if 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 

» 

“»if he could thus ti eacheroufly aft towards a friend, who had 
left his own government, and encountered fuch an enemy as 
.the Englifl^ to reftore him to his Joft power and dignity.” 
The vizier being angry, faid, ** Do I fpeak falfely ? I cacr— 
** call Sumroo to declare it in the prefence of Ali Jah and 
yourfelf.” He replied, “ I do not contradift your highnefs; 

** but at prefent my mafter is fo reduced, that the teftimony 
y^of his lowcft menial may be brought againft him, and Sum- 
roo is a man of power compared to him.” Shujah ad Dbw- 
lah was alhamed, and J^egan to foothe AU Ibrahim, faying, 

" I know your virtues, bpt, Meer Caqfim was ever fufpicious 
of you, and often fpoke againft you privately.” He replied, 

“ I am confeious of no crime againft him, but that on his ref- 
** treat from - Patna, when fome perfons advifed hipi to fly to 
** Dekkan and feek refuge with the Mharattas, I importunately 
befought him to apply to the emperor and your highnefs, 
thinking the throne and vizarut the only fit afylums for Meer 
“ Caufim.” ShujaJi ad Powlah to this made no reply; but, 
after fome compliments to the fidelity of AU Ibrahim, retired 
into his haram, leaving Bdhy Bahadur, hk minifter, and other 
lervants to put fuither queftions to him. He was now defired, 
as he muft be entrufted with the fecrets of Meer Caufim, to 
inform in whofe hands be had depofited his treafures, and to 
deliver up forty tlioufand gold mhors, which Nuttoo'Sing, Sum- 
roo’s fpy, had faid were committed to his charge. He defired 
that Nuttoo Sing might be called in; which being complied 
with, he obferved before him, that the diiferent offices, from the 
water-houfe to the jewels, had been under the charge of Sum¬ 
roo, who hadt^allb received a ‘lack of gold mhors in truft from 
the navob, of whole property he alone could give an account. 
Nuttoo Sing denying this, Ali Ibrahim Khan obferved to Beny 

Bahadur, that fince the affirmation, of one like liimfelf in the 

< confidence 

* One hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 
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confidence of Meer Caufim, were not beUeved, he might jud^c 
what degree of credit was due to the informatio; of wu tched 
Ipy. Upon this, Beny Bahadur, convinced of hit; iinctri*) , in- 
"ibrmed the vizier of what had |>a.icd, and Ali Ibrahiiii Khan 
was permitted to retire without hu'dic. wdeftation. and t., keep 
poffcflion of his eifedts. f. < Aadtioia ui u.e trersares of 
Meer Caufim was made by the vizier from his women, e* nudis, 
and fervants, to a great amount;^but a confidcrable number 
valuable jewels, which he had, fent away before the alariu, under > 
c&arge of a faithful domeftic, named Shekh Mahummud Athuk,* 
into the Rohilla country, were faved, "and honeftly delivered up 
to him again, when he efcaped from the hands of Shujah ad 
iDowlah. It is probable, the women and eunuchs alfo might 
$ive fomething, notwitliftanding the ftridlnefs of the fcarch. 

The vizier, being defirous of poflefllng the fort of Rhotas, 
which ftill held out for Meer Caufim, i <1 T ■dymau!' <0 
negotiate with the kelladaar for its delivery, l j, ; 

^ arrival, received a letter from major Pvlu;tr.', ib igl\ (hjdi )' 
Fullarton, expreffing his defire that I wo^fld ; micav n 'r ig 
over the kelladaar to Meerjaffier’s intered ;‘‘.;isd . ..ordingi^; i 
reprefented to him the probability of .ht; o ity of the 
Englifli, and the advantages he would dc.o. ii .'.df and his 
family by fecuring their friendiliip. P aj-i Sh.iwuv > ^ai, a pm- 
dent man, and cautioufly weighed the propoials oi vlccV Suly- 
niaun and myfelf but at length he refoivcd to follo’w iny 
advice; and giving me a paper with certain conditions for tlie 
acceptance of major Munro, I fent it to him, with 'a requeiL 
that he would difjjatch a force to ^garrifon the fort, which 
would be delivered on his ratifying the r^a’s demands. The 
major complied, and captain Goddard arriving with*a detach¬ 
ment, Rhotas was put into his pofiefiion; upon which Meer 
Solymaun returned to tlie vizier, and complained of my being 

the 
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t.,e diuie of his difappointment. Sonic ' difagrccmont occurring 
ha'.vccn captai!’ Goddard and Shawrrul, the latter defired that 
i would go witii him to Patna, btain from major Munro 

the i>Ci-rbrnianCe of his a^ rc^’ment ; a ■■'a 1, being fearful of the 

X V-> w 

rofeiitmcnt of the vizicK gladly , { (mpanied him. 


1 mull now return to tin' ■ r; of Meer Jaffier and the 
nglilh, after the retieat of the tu.ied army from the neigh- 
X'onrhood of Patna. " 

1 

Meer Jaffier at the fonchffi on of the campaign, uppn the 
retreat of the allies, rep.aiitd to Calcutta, having affairs of im- 
port.ince to fettle with the council, and left the government 
I'atna and tiie diredlion of bi^ army to his brother Meer Cau-. 
fun Khati, appoi .ting Deerauie Narain^ brother to the late Raja 
P.ujiiiarain, ids ^ii_puty over ?''>e province of Bahar. This man 
ineapabie of builnev nod had no other claim to fevour 
iha>i the murdi - of his broth t by Meer Cautijn. In the fame 
•r..;,nncr, alJ v, . b.ut .•ri.;aed 'ns favour. Were now expofed to 
ib laientmeiu 1 IVfecr Jaffici, and obliged to remain in con-> 
dc Jmeni, fill li s lie^th enah!-;d them to return to their habita- 
Thou: r ho’* had been ‘ difliked by Meer Caufim were 
1 iitruded with th: direction ot affairs in every department. Meer 
* lather remained fame time at Calcutta, endeavouring to prevail 
on the, com 'll to admit of Nundcomar’s being his firft minif- 
ter; bpt Mr. Vaniktart, kn.jwiiig the navob’s weaknefs and the 
bad qualities of his favourite would not confent, dreading the 
o})preffions of the people, from Nundcomar’s tyrannical difpofi- 
•tion, which had been already experienced. The navob departed, 
much difappointed, to Moorfliudabad without his confidant, whofe 
return, however, foon after took place j and, notwithftanding the 
eamell rcmonftrances of Mr. Vanfittart, he was cfitrufled by 

Meer 


I* Afterwards executed for forgery. 
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Mecr Jaffier with the ifole dircdion of his affairs. By his advice, 
Mahummud Reza Khan, the governor of Dacca, was confined; 
but afterwards releafed on the interference of the Englifli. 

I 

• ( 

’ ■ , 

About this time, Meer Jaffier being taken ill, continued to- 
decline, till at length, on Tue/Hay, the fourteenth of Shauban, 
1.0.1764. 1178, he departed from this unftable world. He would wil¬ 
lingly have concluded a peace with Shujah ad Dowlah, and 
, given up the province of Bahar to him, with a tribute to tBc' 
emperor for Bengal; to which conditions it is probable the 
Engliffi alfo would have aflented on alfurances of protedion in 
their trade. But the vizier was too* Haughty to be fatished with 
lefs than the conqueft of the three provinces. Shujah ad Dow¬ 
lah, however, with fuch high pretenfions and fo powerful an 
army, had not condud td exert his force, though too proud to 
liften to the advice of his intelligent frknds. 

The Engliih council, feeing that the vizier would not llften 
to any reafonable terms of accommodation, ilTued orders to ma¬ 
jor Munro, who had fuperfeded major Carnac, to march againft 
the enemy cantoned at Buxar. Accordingly, the major, having 
muftered his army, and provided* ten days provifions, rcfolving 
in that fpace to conquer or die, began his march. The vizier, 
informed of his intention, detached a body of Mogul horfe to 
harafs his line, and withdrew fome cannon which had been 
planted on the banks of the river Soan; but the main, army 
remained in cantonments, ftrongly defended by entrenchments, 
which the vizier hoped would defend him from the enemy, till 
they ffiould be obliged to retire for frcfli fupplies. 

t 

At length major Munro arrived within a ffiort diftance, and 
encamped on the border of a morals, which now divided the 
two armies, who remained in fight of each other inadive for 

two 
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tr.'o days. On the third, the vizier altered his refolution, and 

refolved to attack the enemy, taking upon himfelf the command 
of the Mogul cavalry. Sumroo and Mr. Maddoc, with eight 
battalions of Tepoys, and eight field pieces, formed the front 
line; to fupport which, Shujah Koollee Khan was ftationed in 
their rear with his own followers, about feven thoufand horfe 
and foot. The vizier took poft at a difiance on their right, and 
the minifier Beny Bahadur occupied a ruined village on the 
bank of the Ganges, to their left. A fiiarp firing of cannon 
f.and mufquetry commenced, with‘great flaughter on both fid*st 
The vizier harafled the Jnemy in flank, and the Duranny horfe 
charging major Munro’s cSvilry, penetrated his line, which be¬ 
gan to be confufed from this attack and the cannonade 0/ 
Maddoc and Sumroo, whom the Englifli could not charge, 
owing to the morafs which divided them in front. Major Munro 
detached a force to diflodge Beny Bahadur from the village, 
which being effedted, occafioned fome alarm in the vizier s army. 
At this time,' Shujah Koollee Khan feeing Beny Bahadur en- 
" gaged, anxious to have his fiiare in the adlion, quitted his fia- 
tion, in the rear of the , battalions, and attempted to chatgc, 
through the morafs,’ Jn their' front, by this means obliging them 
to defifi from firing upon the enemy, lefi they Ihould injure 
their friends. He gained the bank, only to fall an immediate 

* facrifice, with moft* of his followers who had the valour to ac- 
comj'ia.Qy him, to 'the grape fhot of the Englifli j and the fur- 
vivofs.fled upon tha death'of their chief. The party .which had 

. routed Beny Bahadur, at this infiant entered the camp of the 
vizier, which was now thrown into complete diforder. No one 

• had time to regard his baggage, looking only for pcrfonal fafety 

by flight; and the Mogid and Duranny cavalry, feeing all loft, 
deferred their patron, and began to plunder his tents. Shujah 
ad Dowlah, left almoft alone, was obliged to follow the route 
of his army. All the baggage of the vizier and his chiefs, with 
VoL, II. I i i • ’ a great 
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a great treafure belonging to the bankers and merchants in mo¬ 
ney and goods, fell a prey to the enemy, and the treacherous 
deferters and camp followers above mentioned, who plundered 
each other afterwards. A great train of artillery and numerous 
tents were taken by the Englifh. It is impoffible to cftimate 
the amount of the plunder, as the cantonments refembled rather 
a populous city than a camp. Great numbers of the fugitives 
were drowned in attempting to crofs a rivulet in their flight. 
Meer Caufun was releafed by the vizier, who alfo had prefent- 
‘ed, him with a forry female elephant the day before the adtion, 
which, enabled him to make his efcape from the field to the 
neighbourhood of Banaras. Shujah* ad Dowlah fled to Aleabad, 
leaving his minifler Deny Bahadur to efcort the emperor; but 
. Shaw Aulum, who was diigufled with the vizier, refufing to 
accompany' him, Beny Bahadur after a few days crofled the 
Ganges, being fearful of the purfuit of the Englifh. 

f 

The emperor being now his own mailer, by the advice of 
Munneer ad Dowlah, called 'upon the. Englifh for their protec- 
■* tion, who obeyed the fummons, and conducled him to Banaras. 
They alfo invited Beily Bahadur to an interview, and held out 
offers of peace to the vizier his mafter, provided he would de¬ 
liver Meer Caufim and Sumroo into their hands. The raja pro- 
mifed the former, but pleaded inability tp effedt the latter, as 
he w'as at the head of his battalions, who would defend him. 
While a negotiation was carrying on, Ali Ibrahim Khan, difeo- 
vering the intentions of the raja, informed Meer Caufim Khan, 
who found means to niake his efcape into the Rohilla countiy, 
with his family and few remaining friends. At Aleabad he found 
his women, who, after f befog plundcfed by the vizier’s people, 
of what little they had left from the general confifeation, had 
been rcleafed from • confiftemciit'in the fort, and left withoui 

4 
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, Shujah ad Dowlah thinking himfelf unfafe longer in his own 
dominions, on his arrival at Aleabad difpatched confidential fer- 
vants to his capitals of Lucnow and Fyezabad, to efcort his 
women and effedts at thofe places to Burrelli, the refidence of 
Hafiz Rhamut, a Rohilla chief; where he alfo repaired with 
his mother and Begum from Aleabad. He refufed to liften to 
the advice of Beny Bahadur to accept terms from • the Englifh, 
thinking it would degrade his character in the empire, and hop¬ 
ing to recover his Ioffes by die afliftance of the Afghauns end 
, Mulhar Raow Mharatta; but in order to gain time, he fent, hiS 
miniffer to Lucnow, inl{ru(^ing him to amufe the enem.y with 
negotiations, which would keep up his authority in the pro¬ 
vince. He, notwithftanding their family hatred, vifited Ahmud 
Khan Bungufh at Ferokhabad, and entreated his afliflance; who,, 
with the other Rohilla chiefs, promifed to fupport him, as did 
alfo Ghazi ad Dicn Khan, then at that city. By their advice, ' 
he called in Mulhar Raow, who was with an army of Mha- 
rattas in the vicinity of Gualior- Mulhar, on the promife of a 
large fum of money,. Joined him; but Ahmud Khan and the 
Rohilla. chiefs amafed him .only with promifes, and brought no* 
troops to his afjiftahdlc. 

Raja Beny Bahadur having proceeded to Lucnow, wrote to 
' Shittabtoy, who was employed by the Englifh, tha^ Shujah ad 
Dowlah would not confent to peace on the preferred conditions; 
that Meer Caufira jhad efcaped from his hands, and he could 
not take Sumreo but by treachery, which he abhorred; therefore 
refolved to continue the war. The minifler, agreeably to the 
. plan formed between himfelf and the vizier, declared his own 
readinefs to join the Englifh; ind Shittabroy*, deceived by his 
declaration, recommended his being received, to general Carnac, 
who had now reaffumed the command of the army at Banaras 
in the room of major Munro. The general accordingly invited 

I i i 2 * Beny 
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Beny Bahadur to an interview; upon which he came to the 
camp, and was gracioufly received. He remained till fuch time 
as Shujah ad Dowlah was joined by the Mharattas at Korah, 
when he left the Englifh, under pretence of fettling the diftrids 
of the province, and returned with his followers to the vizier, 
a fmall efcort of general Carnac’s fepoys, which he had requeft- 
ed might remain with hiiq, being unable -to prevent his flight. 
It is alfo faid, that Beny Bahadur would not have taken this 
Hep', being gratified by the confidence of the Englifh general 
aiid a promife of continuance in the management of Oude, but 
for the' following circumftance. Being a/ery fuperftitious, he en¬ 
quired of a prophelying fakeer, the probable event of the war. 
The fakeer- replied, ** The Engliih were like a hurricane, vio- 
“ lent in pyogrefs, .but foon gone.” The miniftcr, interpreting 
this as a prognoftic of viftory to the vizier, thought it fafeft to 
rejoin him. Shittabroy, who had pledged himfelf for the fide¬ 
lity of Beny Bahadur, was alarmed for his own fafety, left ‘ge¬ 
neral Carnac fhould fufpe€l him of being priv]^ to his treachery; 
but the Englifti, having received fo many proofs of his attach¬ 
ment, were too generous to, luppoft him,capable of betraying 
their confidence, and upon his offering td gp to Calcutta, and 
fubmit his fate to the council, ,eafed his mind of all alarm, by 
aflfurances that they thought him' as much deceived as them- 
fclves by tke artful minifter. 

Before the laft mentioned occurrence, the Englifh had de¬ 
tached two battalions of fepoys to Luenow, and a force to 
befiege the fortrefs of Chunar. The former under major Stib- 
bert, were fuccefsful in their operations; but the latter foiled in 
a night attack, and fuffered fome lofs". This, and the prepar¬ 
ations of Shujah ad Dowlah, caufed general Carnac to raife the 
fiege, and march towards Aleabad. The Englifh were now 
joined by Niyeef Khan with his followers fix)m Bondelcund; 

and 
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qnd he, being well acquainted with the fortrefs, pointed out 
the weakeft part, which was foon breached by the cannon; 
when the garrifon, not chuhng to brave a ftorm, furrendered, 
and the Englifli marched on to Korah in purfuit of the vizie^ 
The conquered didridts were iettled by Raja Shittabroy, who 
made ftipulations with the zemindars, ai>d levied native troops 
in the name of the Englifh. 

When Raow Mulhar had joined Shujah ad Dowlah, h« ad* . 
vanced towards the Englifh, but his army was much difpiritaj, 
and ftill labouring under a panic from the defeat at Buxar. 
The Afghauns delayed jefining him under various pretences, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who did come, had only a few followers, 
incapable of fervice. An engagement, or rather a ikirmilh, took 
place in the neighbourhood of Korah, in which the Mharattas 
were quickly difperfed by the Englilh artillery, and fled acrofs 
the Jumna to their own territories. The vizier retreated to 
Ferokhabad, irrefolute how to acli when Ahmud Khan adyifed 
him rather to throw himfclf on the clemency of the Engliih, 
than wade* the remainder ,pf his property on troops, that would 
always defert him," m the face of danger; obferving, that from 
the charadler off’the Englifh for wifdom and juflicc, it was 
certain they would pay proper refpedl to his rank and dignity. 
After this fecond viftory, the garrifon of Chunar, ^defpairing of 
relief,^ delivered up the fortrefs to the Englifh Aumil without 
a fiege, of their qwn accord. 

; 

The vizier, having confidered the advice of Ahmud Khan, 
refolved to embrace it; and, accordingly, fet out in a palan¬ 
quin with a few attendants to the Englifh camp. Major Carnac 
being informed of his approach, advanced with feveral officers 
and Raja Shittabroy to meet him. Upon his appearing in fight, 
the vizier alighted from his palanquin, and at meeting he and 

^ the 
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the major embraced.^ The major and the company then’ prc- 
fcnted nuzzers, and accompanied their noble gucft on foot to 
their tents, where a collation was provided, and every aflurance 
given him of reconciliation and future friendfliip. ' The vizier, 
after taking refrclhments,- retired to fleep, and in the evening 
returned to his own tents, at tome miles diftance from the 
Englilh camp.' Being now fatisfied of the finoerity of major 
Carnac, he fent for his followers and equipage. Frequent vifits 
fuccqeded between them, and a treaty was fpeedily concluded* 
te cthe fatisfadtion of both parties. The Englifh reliored the 
province^ of Oude to the viziei, on fiondition of his paying 
* fifty lacs of rupees for the expenfes 'Cif the war, half in ready 
nioney, and half by a draft on the revenues; the vizier to 
^vc credit for what had been collecSed in Oude by the Eng- 
li/h. The province of Alcabad was fettled on the emperor, 
who *wa5 to refide in the capital, and have a detachment of 
Englifh for his protedllon. Nujeef Khan had a falary of 'one 
lac of rupees fettled on him from the royal tribute of Bengal. 
Bulwund Sing, colledlor of Banaras, who had defected Shujah 
5 id Dowlah, was reinftated in his favour and.govferni^ent at the 
requeft of the Englilh. The vizier; upon .the conclufion of the, 
treaty, endeavoured to raife the fum immediately due to the 
Englilh. He applied to his mother, begum, neareft relations, and 
dependants, to aflift him; but they all, except his begum, though 
well able to afford him the demands made upon them, pleaded 
inability, offering, fome half, and others a third. The Kegum 
generoufly fent him all her money, jewels, and plate, evfen to 
the nofe-ring, and whatever calh and ornaments fhc could col- 
left aiiiOng her attendants, faying, that the fafety of Shujah ad 
Dowlah was her choicdl treafure. Though a woman, Ihc afted 
like a man in conftancy and fidelity, juftifying this verfe of the 
poet, “ A virtuous and obedient wife makes a king of her 

** hufl»nd, 

, Five hundred thoufand pounds. 



447 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 

« 

", hufband, though poor.” Shujah ad Dowlah, in return for 
this generous behaviour, always entrufted to her the favings of his 
revenues. Having paid all the' money he, could raile, he gave 
jewels in ple*dge*for the remainder j and affairs T 5 eing fettled 
with his new allies, took leave, and returned to Fyezabad, leav¬ 
ing deputies in his offices of vizier and * meer atufhee with the 
emperor. The fort of Chunar was given up to him by the 

Englifli, in exchange for that of Aleabad. 

» • . 

When providence had clofed’the pages of the life of Mdbh A.D.«x7^5 
Jaffier, Mr. Vanfittart having returned to Europe on* heapring of 
the appointment of lord* Clive to fucceed him, the council 
placed upon the mufnud of the provinces Meer Phulwaree, eldeft 
fan of Meer Jaffier by Munny Begum. The young navob af-- 
fumed the title of Nudjum ad Dowlah. Nundcomar continued 
minifter and dewan of Bengal, and Meer Cauzim Khan, bro¬ 
ther to Meer Jaffier, nazim of Bahar, as his nephew’s deputy. 

Deerauje Narain remained dewan under him; but, upon the 
arrival of lord Clive, Nundcomar, thpugh he had been his 
‘moonfhee when iri Hindooftan formerly, was difplaced, and* 
Mahummud Reza |I^an appointed in his room j his lordfhip 
being convinced frbm a reprefentation which the late governor 
liad left' for his examination in the hands of his brother Mr. 

' George Vanfittart, that Nundcomar was unworthy •of fo con- 
iidenti^ an office. Lord Clive alfb demanded from a deputa¬ 
tion of the council, the prefents they had received from the 
navob; but they refufed, obferving, that when his lord- 
fhip fhould pay to the company what turns he had received 
• from the father, they would willingly reftore what had been 
given them by the fon.* Thefe gentlemen at the fame time 
refigned the compai^’s fcrvicej fo that the governor could not 
enffirce obedience to his commands. 

«r 

. Sooa 

« Commander of artillery. 

^ Perfian fecretai^y. 
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Soon after his arrival’, lord Clive repaired to Alcabad to'ob¬ 
tain the direction of the revenues of the provinces for the 
company, and the funnuds were granted without delays the 
emperor anif*-vizier being I'ubjefted as much by the wifdom, as 
by the valour, of the Englifh. An agreement to pay annually 
*Iix antf twenty lacs of rupees, as the royal revenues for the 
three provinces, was given under the feal of the company to 
the emperor. This important bufinefs was fettled without heli- 
taticn or argument, as eahly as the purchafe of an al's or any 
other animal, without envoys either to the king of England or 
the company. Lord Clive returned to Calcutta, leaving general 
Smith to attend the emperor, but \vho was in fadt his ruler; 
for the general refided in the fortrefs, and his majefty in the 
town i and the found of the imperial " nobut in the fort being 
difagreeable 'to general Smith, he forbad the band to play, nor 
did the fervants of the emperor refufe, 

_ • 

Lord Clive, upon his return towards Calcutta, flopped at 

Patna to regulate the gqvcrnment of Bahar, which was confer¬ 
red on Deerauje Narain,. in the room of Meer Cauzim Khan, 
who retired to Raujemahal on a penlion of^ one lac of rupees. 
As the jaghires and ^ altumgahs had been free fince Mahabut 
Jung's acceflion, the Englifh with great generolity did hot abo- 
lifh them, hut left to every perfon what he heldand for this, 
gratitude is due to God and them, for otherwife, the n<;^le fa¬ 
milies of thel'e provinces could not have fubfifted. The Eng- 

lilh 

« Four hundred and forty thoufand pounds- 

'' 'I he nobut is compofed of large and fmall drums, (hrill trumpets, and fcveral 
forts of wind inftruments, horridly grating to a*European ear; but, it is very 
poflihle, the s^eneral might not have known tlic indignity he was offering to 
majefty in forbidding them to play, the Englifh being then but^ little acquainted 
with the cuftoms of Hindooftan. A nobut was kept in every royal fortrefs, to 
pill}' at ftated hoiirs of the day. 

hands, or penfions on the revenue* 

* Lands gi'antcd in perpetuity. 
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lifli defired, that every perfon’s jaghire or allowance fhould be 
in perpetuity to his family; thus fecuring it from the probable 
changes, in a fuccelTion of emperors, or intereded cMfieers of 
government. * Praifed be God! this rule has cardnued to this ^ 
day, and by his mercy is likely to remain in force, from which 
numbers, who are content with competence, enjoy cafe and 
fecurity. 

Lord .Clive the following year advanced to Chopprah, to , 
meet Shujah ad Dowlah, Munneer ad Dowlah, the empenor’s 
minifter, and Raja BuUfund Sirfgj when fome additions former 
treaties were concluded between them, the latter being fecured 
in the government of Banaras on the payment of a revenue .of 
‘twenty two lacs of rupees, the vizier giving fecurity to thp 
Englith not to injure or remove him Nudjunf ad Dowiali 
dying of the fmall pox, was fucceeded by his brother Syef ad 
Dowlah as navob of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. Deeraujc Narain, 
the governor of Bahar, being conviited of mifmanagement and 
peculation of the revenues,^ was difplaced, and fucceeded by Raja 
Shittabroy in conjunilion, with Mr. Rumbold. Mr. Sykes was 
•appointed to adt yi*the affairs of government at Moorlhudabad 
with the deputy*'navob Mahuinmud Reza Khan. Lord Clive 
having fettled the provinces to his fatisfadtion, returned to Eu¬ 
rope, and was fucceeded by Mr. Vcrelftj and general Carnac 
accoi^panying his lordfliip, general Smith became commander in 
chief of the EngUfh army. 

The 'adrainiftration of the provinces was now fettled in the 
manner following: Mahummud Reza Khan, the Naib navob, 
conduced affairs at the 'Capital, Shittabroy at Patna, and Jefliiu- 
rut Khan at Dacca, in conjundfcion with a member of coun- 
VoL. II. K k k cil 

* Tvro hundred and twenty thoufand pouhds. 
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cil at each city, as chief, on the part of the Englifli. Twp 
days weekly the. naib communicated to his Englilh colleague 
his tranfadlions, plans, difburfements, and ‘receipts in every dq- 
- partment, for his fatisfadtion, and the information ^and approval 
of the prefidency. Two days in each week were alfo fet apart, 
in which the naib and chief received appeals from the courts 
of juftice, and confirmed or reverfed their decifions by the aflifi¬ 
ance of the chief magiftrates. By thefe means, government was 
properly condudled, and the Englifli became informed of the 
loM^, revenues, and cuftoms of* the country,* agreeably to their 
ufjgc recording in books every* cafe, ^nd the information re¬ 
ceived upon it from the native officers,** for their guidance. 

D. 1769, Mr. Rumbold returning to Europe, Mr. Alexander fucceeded 
him as chieT at Patna, and Mr. Becher was appointed refident 
at Moorfhudabad, in the room of Mr. Sykes, who retired to 

» 

In the latter end of this year a famine and epidemical dif- 
order began to rage with great viok*nte. Df the latter died 
the navob Syef ad Dowlah, and feveral pcrfons of rank foon 
after, Thefe united calamities continued for upwards of three 
months, carrying ofi’ more petfons than can be computed. Mu- 
baric ad Dowlah, third fon of Meer Jaffier, fucceeded his bro¬ 
ther on the niufnud of the provinces, and * four and twenty 
lacs of rupees annually were fettled for the expenfes of his 
houfehold, of which Ali Ibrahim Khan was appointed dewan 
under Muzzulfir Jung. T he Englifh chiefs lived on ‘terms of 
friendfliip and intimacy with thofe of this country, anxious to 
obtain information of our laws and cufioms, for the benefit of 
themfelves and their fucceflbrsj and every native officer, fearful 
of being outdone in communication, was eager to gratify their 

• ^ curiofity 

* Two hundred and forty ihoufand pounds. 
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'uriofity; but they reprefentcd for their own intereH:, the ahiifes 
of our laws by oppreflive rulers, as ehablilhed cuftoms confortn- 
ible to the genius of the people. 


I myfelf was prefent at a court, when a fine was laid botI> 
upon plaintiff and defendant by Raja Moorlydher. Mr. Rum- 
bold, in VI hofe prefence this happened, and who was of a liberal 
mind, defirous of doing jultice, being aftoniflied at the decree, 
oblcrved, that laying a fine ’on the perfon caft, might be a’ f u- 
nifliment ufual in the country, but he could not lee the juftice 
of exadling it from tlf^ fuccefsful party. The raja and otiter 
officers replied, it was afi offering of gratitude, and an ancient 
eftabliflied ufage of the empire. Mr. Rumbold cxprclfed fuN 
prize and difguft. The acquifition of wealth, however, is (6 
alluring to mankind, that it is not furprizing if fucli infinuating 
arguments fliould work fomc cffe<T on the Englilh, whofe pro- 
felled objedt here is to raife a fortune ; but none of their chiefs 
have as yet been guilt/ of any evil or dii'reputable adlion, 
thougli iioin their diftereiit form of government in politics, ad- 
miniltr<ation of juftice, and tlie incapacity of their native ferv- 
ants, fome peopk Hbave fuffered. If they would pcrfonally 
invefligate the complaints of individuals, and their characters, 
the injured would be relieved from vexation. At length, the 
Englilh becoming informed of feveral abufes of theh' Ilindooftaii 
deputies, began to interfere, and regulate affairs according to 
their own opinions. 


Mr. Verelft returning to England, Mr. Cartier fucceeded 
liim ill the government. Obferving a deficiency of the reve¬ 
nues, and anxious to acquire information of the particular modes 
of collection and ufages of the country, he divided the pro¬ 
vinces into feven diftridts, at each of wdiich an Englilh council 
was appointed, to infpedt and controul the zemindars and farmers. 

K k k 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Vanfittart, who was of great wifdom and forbearance 
liaving cleared himfelf of the accufations of his enemies in 
Europe to the fatisfaftion of the company, was requefted tp 
return to tliis"'country for the regulation of their affairs} but; 
by the decree of providence, the veffel on which he embarked 
was loft, without leaving a trace of her melancholy fate. Up¬ 
on this, the company confulted on appointing a lucceffor, and 
agreed, that after Mr. Vanfittart, no one was equal to the 
. D. 1772,. ofiicfc, but Mr. Haftings, at that time a member of the coun- 

efi'-at Madrafs; who was accordingly ordered to aflume the go- . 
vefnment of Bengal, and Mr. Cartier, 'three months after his 
arrival at Calcutta, refigned it to him. “ Mahummud Reza Khan 
and Maharaja Shittabroy were ordered prifoners to Calcutta. I have 
heard, that no orders from Europe had arrived to confine the 
latter, but that Mr. John Graham, by his reprefentations, occa- 
fioned him to (hare the difgrace of the former, whom he 
wilhed to defend. Upon Mahummud Reza Khan’s departure, 
Munny Begum became the diredtre/s of tj,^ navob’s houfchold, 
and appointed her chief eunuch, Eatihar Aii Khan, deputy dc- 
<van, by whole hands, numbers were oppreficS. Munny Begum, 
though not of a noble family, polfelTes a' found underftanding 
and much refolution, and, had Ihe a deputy of equal abilities, 
is fully capable of conducing affairs. Though offended at Ma¬ 
hummud Re-a Khan, ffie generoully tried every means in her 
potver to relieve him from his difgrace. Her behaviou; was 
manly in another inftance; fhe would not join in the par^y of 
general Clavering againft Mr. Elallings, though fubjedt, by her 
refidence, to much trouble. 

Mr. Haftings, foon after his acceffion to the government, 
repaired to Moorfliudabad, to regulate the affairs of the nizam- 
utj when the allowance of the navob’s houfehold was reduced 
from twenty fopr to fixteen lacs of rupees. Mubaric ad Dow- 

lah 
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iaJi being ^ minor, Munny Begum was appointed to manage 
his expenfes. The abovementioned. allowance is not for the 
fupport of the navob only, but for the families and dependants 
of former Nazims. As his deputy, continually changing, dif- 
burfes the whole, the latter are frequently opprefled by delays 
of payment, and dedudtions under various pretences; fo that 
many fuffer fuch mifery, as heaven avert from any of his crea¬ 
tures. The navob and his immediate fervants attend not to 
their complaints, though, it' this fum was properly divided, 
.numbers might enjoy repofe under the fhadow of tbrir libera¬ 
lity ; but alas!. they walte lacs in prodigality and idle expenfe, 
heedlcfs of the fufferings of others. 

Upon the governor’s return to Calcutta, the committee com¬ 
menced an enquiry into the condudt of Mahummud Reza Khan 
and Maharaja Shittabroy. As the latter had his accounts ad- 
juiled, and his condudt was free from blemifti, he was fully 
acquitted of all guilt, after an inveftigation of a year and tome 
months; when the governor and all the committee, having 
made many apologi^’s,^ and "fliewn him much kindnefs, reftored 
liim to office, and .gave him the following certificate j 

The fufpicions, which for various reafons we had enter- 
*** tained of the integrity of Maharaja Shittabroy, affer the moft 
mina:e and clofe enquir)'', have been found ill-founded and 
“ groundlefs, and Arc have proved his conduct to be in every 
' point honourable and loyal to government.” 

The raja was alfo diflinguiffied by a ' khelaut on his leaving 
the prefidency; but his acquittal could not reftorc his health, 
which had been much injured by grief and the unvvholefome air 
of Calcutta. He was met at Bhaugulpore by all the principal 

» inhabitants 


* Honorary drefs- 
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inhabitants of Patna j by fomc, from real regard, and^by othejs, 
from the influence of his authority. When he reached his 
home, he complained heavily to his friends of the condudl ^of 
the Englin)r''wid W’ith jullicc, for a more able* fervant than 
Slnttabroy was never employed by them or any other liate j a 
proper rcfpedl to his great qualities was incumbent on his pa- 
trojis. Soon after his arrival, Mr. Haflings, who was- on his 
way to meet Shujah ad Dowlah at Banaras, Hopping at Patna, 
requefled the raja to accompany ‘himi but he was too ill to 
Hi*dertakc the journey, and his diforder ending in a violent dy- , 
fetitery, he died ihortly after tl^; goverfior’s departure. Though 
his opinions and thofe of his fon'wlire more inclined to the 
Mahummedan than the Hindoo religion, yet to fatisfy the fcruples 
.of his relations and caft, his corpfc was burned, according to 
their cuftoifis. Mr. HaHings, to convince the world that he 
had no hatred to the father, appointed his fon Raja Callean 

Sing to his office in the province, though very young, and of 
a ^veak capacity, witZi the- fame jaghire and falary. He alfo 
fettled an additional penfion on the widow, mother to the young 

vaja. . _ 

• * 

Shittabroy was by call a Koyt, and a native of Dhely; in 
his youth a fervant of Akka Solymaun, the favourite dependant 
of Sumfam #.d Dowlah, fon of Khan Dowraun, ameer al amra * 
to the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Upon the death of Snmfam 
ad Dowlah, he obtained the office of imperial dewan at Patna, 
and the diredtion of the lands of his late mailer, for his fuc- 
ceflbr, in the province of Bahar. Attaching himfelf to the Eng- 
lilli in the feveral revolutions, he became their chief advifer in ’ 
their connedlions with the country powers. He was an able 
Hatefman, and underHood completely the diredtion of finance. 
He poflelTed manyt good cfualities, and, in my humble opinion, 

excelled 
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excelled all his contemporary chiefs in Hindooftan. Though 
properly a civilian, he was not deflitutc of the military virtues 
of valour and conduit. Though, from his influence with the 
Englifli, he was at times the patron of the emperor, vizier, and 
the chief nobles of Hindooftan, he was not haughty, or vain 
of his power, but treated all ranks with affable refpeit to their 
birth and charailer, liftening patiently to the requefts of every 
perfon. If rcafonable, and within the compafs of his power to 
grant, he complied without hifitation; or, if otherwife, refuted 
.in fuch a 'manner, as to gain the' efleem of the petitiener. H'c 
undcrflood well the dutie?' of private life ; and was ib good an 
vcconomifl as to appear in fplendour without exceeding his in¬ 
come. His prefents to his guefts of high rank were becoming 
their dignity; and, upon feafons of feftivity in his family, the 
])ublic fliared the bounties of his table. His modefty and tem¬ 
perance were remarkable, and alfo his forgivenefs of affronts, 
when in his power to revenge them, often protecting thol'e in 
diilrcfs, who had tried to prejudice the Englilh chiefs againft 
Iiim. 1 Iis bounty to ' his <iJd acquaintance in his lower for¬ 
tunes at‘Dhely, was‘diflfeigtwfhed, and his refpeCl and liberality * 
to' perfons of learned hr facred character among the Maluim- 
medans, more cxtenlive than thofe of their own nobility. The 
following is an inftance of his humility, and freedom from pride, 

A I^indoo of his acquaintance, and confidential dependant of 
Naggir. Mul, dewan* to a former emperor, coming on a pil- 
'grimage to Gyah, a celebrated place of devotion in the pro¬ 
vince of Bahar, requefled a letter recommending him to Shittab- 
roy from his mafler; but the dewan declined giving it, faying, 
that he could not bear to addrefs hini by his prelent high titles; 
and, fliould he omit them, it might give offence. Thcfc woids 
coming to the ears of Shittabroy, when the perfon arrived at 

i Putna, 
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Patna, he treated him with the greatcft attention, and at jiis 
departure committed to his charge a letter for Naggir Mul,- with 
a prefent of rich goods and other things amounting to ten th^u- 
fand rupees; Kumbly requefting, that he would now and then 
remember his abfent fervant with a line, when any of his de¬ 
pendants (hould vifit Patna. Naggir Mul wa*; covered with 
confulion and regret at his dmiliion He immediately wrote a 
letter of apology to the raja for his behaviour; and prailing him 
^among his friends, faid, “ bhittaBroy has overcome me by his 
**'wifdom and politenefs.” 

% 

During * the great famine, Shittahroy fent for large quan- 
* titles of grain from Banaras, which he fold out at prime 
coll; and^he had a fleet of boats conftantly employed between 
Banaras and Patna to bring fupplies. Every day, during the fcar- 
city, he dillributed victuals and money to many thoufand poor 
at four appointed places in the city, as did alfo the Englilh and 
Dutch chiefs, lb that a great multitude was faved from peuili- 
ing, by their bounty. The fame precautions were not uled at 
Moorlhudabud, and the fcarcity waS niade* matter of accufation 
againll Mahummud Reza Khan; but God ojgly knows the hearts 
of his creatures. Shittabroy introduced into his province the 
cultivation of many fruits from Cabul and the more northern 
diftridls, witli fuch fuccefs, that grapes and oranges are now 
cheap -and common in the markets of Patna, t 

He 

* It was for fuppofed monopoly and extortion, that Shittabroyjjtas ordered 
by the direflors of the company in England.to undergo a trhl^ Calcutta; 
and as it was rumoured that their fervants in India were partners with him and 
Mahummud Reza Khan in the opprcffion of tlie people, Mr. HalHngs and the 
council were obliged, in contradldlion to their better knowledge of circumftances, 
to order them tp tire prefidency, where they weic tried, and juftly acquitted with 
honour. 
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He had but two blemifhes in his charafter: One, his bur¬ 
dening the farmer deficient in payment with more ' mohafluls 
than were ntceflary, for his own advantage; and the other, ob¬ 
taining fums' frequently from the jaghiredars, by"pfetending that. 
the Englifli chiefs interred •’ infpedting their titles, but that he 
could prevent it by a prefent. For thefe cxadtions, he hiinfclf 
in the end fuIFercd the opprefiion of ' mohuflhls from thofe, for 
whofe advantage he had impofed them on his countrymen; and, 
through grief for his difgiacc, retired to another world. ' His 
condition there God only knows-; but the prophet of God lias 
declared, that his meixy and forbearance exceed th-. e-rimes''of 
man. » ' 

Mahummud Reza Khan, upon the enquiry into his condudl, 
was deferted by all his dependants, except Ali Ibrahim Khan; 
wh6, though newly entered into ollice, and unconcerned in the 
tranfadtions of former years, yet. grateful to-hia patron, under- 
VoL. II. • L 1 I took 

* BajlifTs, who receive a dal|y allowance from the debtor, while they attciid 
him for the liquidation c* ** f his debt. I licir numbers arc more or lefs, accord¬ 
ing lo the rank and nbwer of the debtor. Many of the zemind.us and renters 
uho hold large diftrifts, keep up an armed force, and when they arc delkiem in 
their rents, it is neceffaiy to. have many perfons flationed over them to prevent 
ihcir efcape or rebellion. 

** Many of the jaghiredars, or pofTcflor^ of lands and pcnfions on the reve¬ 
nues, ctrrainly hold tiiem on forged grants, or grants given to unworthy perfons. 
Tins is w^cJI know'n to*the native officers, who, it is to be feared, make a per- 
quifite by keeping fuch perlons in alarm of an infpedtion of their titles. 'J'he 
Lnglirtt, when they obtained the collection of the revenues, left all pctihoners in 
poflefhon^f their land' and falariesj and there is no doubt but this indul¬ 
gence wfflpuch ahufed; but to attempt to redtify the abufe now would be 
tyranny,]® much time haviri.' elapftd, that it would be impoflible to Uiflingui.'h 
the forged grants from the true, the beOowers and the obliged being all dead, 
records loh in the revolutions of government, and the pielent poilclTori, at 
leaft innocent of fraud 

* Alluding to his being under a guard during his trial. 
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took his defence and in a Ihort time made himfelf mafter of the 
various accounts, and cleared up his conduft to the fatisfadtion 
of the councH. lie was fet at liberty, and the guards removed* 
fioin his homes at Moorfliudabad and Calcutta. He would not, 
Jiowever, return to the former, hoping^^^ like Shittabroy, to be 
again reflored to office; and therefore continued at the latter 
city, wliere the native dependants of adminiflration flattered hini 
for his money with favourable reports of the difpofltions of their 
maflers towards him. One day hd' was told a certain counfel- 
lof had exprefl'ed himfelf kindly i another day, that his reappoint¬ 
ment was under confidtration; and a fhird, that orders for it 
were difpatched from Europe. To thefft wretches he made con- 
fiderable prefents in hand, and promifes of indulgence, when 
he fliould regain his power. By fuch imprudence and folly lie 
incurred large debts. 


At this crif'a__of his afFalrE,. general Clavering, colopel Mon- 
fen, and Mr. Francis arrived from Europe, as members of govern¬ 
ment, and alfo to inveftigatc the conduft oPthe late admihiftra- 
tion, of whrm only Mr, Haftings and Mr. BaiVell were continued 
in office. As thefe three gentlemen were fer.t by the king and 
company to explore the faults of the governor and his 
cclleagues, general Clavering being of high rank in Europe, a 
fervant of the king, and intended to fuccced to the chair, Mr. 
Monfon to the command of the army, and Mr. Francis to rife 
in council, they created a wonderful awe and refpecl:. They* 
would not receive nuzzars, a cullom peculiar to Hindooltan, nor 
even accept a prefent of fojit from any one. They invited the 
enemies of the governor to join them, and Nundconftr, who 
had been rejedted by Mr. Vanfittart and lord Clive, ^fo Mr. 
Hartings, at this time became their confidant and moft ‘favoured 
dependant, 'J hrough him many fcif-interefied and feditious per- 
funs, in hopes of acquiring power, joined themfclves to the 

general 
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general and his friends. Thrf inveftigation of the governor’s private 
trajila(5lions began, and the iirongeft difFeience of opinion in coun¬ 
cil prevailed; which not only affedted the dependants of either 
party, but the aifi'irs of the three provinces were thrown into 
confufion by the divifions of government. The general and Mr. 
Barwcll even fought with pidols, according to the cuftoms of 
their nation. The general having a majority over the gover¬ 
nor and Mr. Barwcll, affairs were conduced moffly agrceabfe to 
the opinion of his party. Mr. Goring 'was fent to Moofffnid— 
abad, Mr. Fowke to Banaras, and Mr. Briffovv to Luenow, 

Mubaric ad Dowlah -Juid his/mother, who were governeef by 
Munny Begum, having applied to the general through Mr. 

Goring, they became the managers of the nizamut, and were 

apparently freed from her controal, but, as the Begum pof- 

feffed great fortitude and wealth, ihc threatened ’the navob to 
make the Enghffi her heirs in cafe he Ihould offend her; fo that 
in effecl ffie preferved her In fidt, ’''Tubadc ad Dowlah 

is incapable of pnblick bufinefs. No perfon dreads his anger, 
nor hopes advantage from' his patronage; nor is he at all am¬ 
bitious of power, only requiring the undiffurbed enjoyment of 
his penfion and plea fares. 


f 


During thefe dilputes, were brought to light^ the crimes of 
Nundcomar. He was conviiled of a forgery of the name of 
BoUakee Dufs, and condemned to fuffei death. He was a wicked, 
deceitful, vain-glorious perfon, inimical to all mankind, even to 
thofe who had conferred obligations upon him, and if any one tri¬ 
vially offended him, never refted till lie had effefted his ruin. As his 
friends had afl'ured IJjn that no one could do him injury, and told 
him not to be alarmed ihough he might be led to the foot of the 
gallows; fb that he might lecurely ule every means to prove the 
governor’s delinquency, he, from his hatred, and confidence in the 

general’s 


* Navob’s affairs. 
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general’s promifes, continued to accufc him; but Mr. Haftirfgs 
refuted all his allegations. The guilt' of Nundcomar being fully 
proved, he was hanged at the appointed place of execution. 
His treafure a.id etfetts were given up to his fon.i It is faid, 
there were fifty tv\'o * lacks of rupees in money, and about the 
fame amount in jewels and ricJi goods. In his houfe were found 
the feals of leveral eminent perfbns, which he had forged; fo 
that his wicked arts became publickly known. 

^ m 

^“’Vyhen it was univerfally bqlieved that the general’s party 
was- the ^Itrongefl, Mahummud R^^za Khstn, who w'as raOi and 
unfleady, became defirous of acquiring l^s patronage. Ali Ibra¬ 
him Khan advifed him to remain attached to the governor, 
v/ho had protebted his life, fortune, and reputation; obferving, 
that if Mr. I ladings fhould prevail, he would no doubt reward 
his fidelity, and even if the general fliould fucceed, as he 
had done him njo_injury, he could not but refpedl his for¬ 
titude and lionour. Mahumkiud Reza Khan, anxious to be 
rellorcd to office, negledled this advice, and courted the general, 
who gave him the deputation of Muliudc ad, Dov^ lah, and the 
fuperintendance of the native criminal courts pf juftice. Kue- 
lauts were conferred upon himfeJf, Jiis fons,-" and dependants, 
when he returned to Moorflmdabad, and fliortly after quarrelled 
with Ali Ibrahim Khan, whofe abilities and fidelity had refeued 
liim from deftrudlion. 

4 

4 

The difputcs in council continued unremitting for three years. 
In the latter year, the general received intelligence from Eu¬ 
rope, that Mr. Halfmgs w:is recalled; whpa, without waiting 
for the difclofure of the pacqtiets, he > alfumcd the govern¬ 
ment, but W'as oppofed by Mr. Haftings; upon which the 
claims of bolJi parties were referred to the opinions of the 

. judges, 

? five hundred and twenty tlioufand pounds flcrling. 
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judges, wTio decided in favour of Mr. Haftings. The general 
fcJbn after was taken ili, and died of a dyfentery, fuppofed to 
have proceeded from grief and difappointment. After his d-ath, 
many of his dependants were removed from offiefe, and fucceedeJ 
by thofc of the governor. Mahumniud Reza was fucceeded by 
Suddur al Huk Khan, and Raja Goordafs, fon of Nundcomar 
was appointed dewan to Mubaric ad Dowlah; but the former 
dying foon after his promotion, the office for fome ti/ne re¬ 
mained vacant, till at length, the governor general nnd Mr. 

Francis coalefcing, Mahummud Reza Khan was at thp deftre A. D. 178 
of the latter restored to his employments. ^ 


FINIS. 


^ Of the Rohilla war in 1774, a juft account has already 
Seen publiflied by the late captain Charles Hamilton, the truly 
learned editor of the Hedaya, a code of Manummedan Laws, 
ft has therefore here been but tdrforily mentioned. Of the in- 
/alion of Hyder Alee, I have not feen any refpedable account 
by a native of India, nor of the rebellion of Cheyt Sing, zemin- 
iar of Banaras, or the tranfadtions of the Britifli, later than the 
period at wfiiwl: I have concluded this volume j and as my de- 
lign was to give oiJy the reports of native writers on the affairs 
af Hmdodftan, I judged it right to ftop my pen, when they 
.ould not be procured. 






